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To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 1 

S I Rj| ■• •• ) 

T l )#E J Jews having b^ert detected' from tirrte to time ,a| 
tl^Cj chief receivers of ftoleri goods, and therefore juAty 
prefumed to be encourage'rs of our'lower people to fuch acts 
of felony j having alfo been lately charged with and fufpeq- 
ted of many burglaries ; and fonic of them convicled of trie 
lame; and as by thefc raifdecds they aVe become a fort of 
topic j of common converfation ; I judged it liot amifs to iu- 
form here your Readers if their tlljfory* in Ryigiand^ by 
which no idifparagement to them is meant, many honeft, 
worthy men Vein'g found amdfij£ them^ but only to give an 
idea of the genius and difpofitions of that. .people* as it ap- 
pears from Hiftoncal Evidence. • , 

WE Ao not read any thing worth mentioning Concerning 
the Jews* in England, till the time of King John j except 
that they Were invited into *hi» kingdom by WiLiam the 
Conqueror, ttnd came hither from Rouen in Normandy. So 
early as the reign of King Stephen, in 1*45* they werp ac>- 
cufed ttf crucifying aydung, Chriftian, in contempt of Ch rift 
and bis* religion, and were accordingly puniflicd for it. 
They were again profecuted for the fame atrocious fa& at 
Gloucefter, in the reign of Henry II. 1160 ; and for a third 
committed at St. Edmondfoury, in 1181. More of fuch 
perfections may . have happened in other places, which 
Pol. Reg, Vol. X, . B Matthew 
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Matthew Pans has not mentioned ; and thefe he has accom- 
panied with fome c ire um (ranees, which we fhall pafs by un- 
noticed, becaulc more frequent inilances of them occur in 
the following centuries, than the generality will be inclined 
to believe : though we fliall be obliged to mention the moft 
remarkable of them, as they were always, if not the trirc 
caufe, yet at leaft the pretence and forerunners of the mpft 
fevere punifhmcnts inflicted on that unhappy nation. 

We pafs on. therefore to King John, whofe rei^n was fo 
troubled with inteftine feuds, that he was forced to maintain 
himlelf by the hardeft exactions ; the heavieft of which fell 
of courfe on the Jews in his dominions, whom he caufed to 
he imprifoncd, and put to moft violent tortures, when they 
refufed to pay fuch taxes as he laid on them j and at length y 
we are told, he confifcated all their effects, and banilhed 
them by a public edict. Matthew Paris mentions a taxation 
on a Jew at Briftol, of whom the king demanded ten thou- 
{and marks ; and who fufFered his flefh to be torn off his 
bones, ami (even of his teeth to be drawn out, one each day, 
tiU he complied but paid the fum, rather than lofe the 
eighth. 

The Jews did not fare much better under the long reign of 
Henry III. during which many of them chofe to turn Cbrif- 
tians, to avoid the feverity of his government j but, being 
afterwards detected, were juftly punifhed for their difiimula- 
tion. This did not difcouragc that Prince from endeavouring 
their converfion j to promote which the more effectually, he 
caufed a feminary to be founded for the maintenance of ' 
Jewifh converts, and where they might live without labour 
or ufury ; which foon induced great numbers of them to 
come into it : and that houfes we are told, fubfifted a confi- 
derable time. 

The Jews of Norwich were fomc time after accufod of 
having ftoJen a Chriftian child, and of having kept him one 
year, in order to circumcife and cfucify him on .the enfuing 
paflbver ; but the fact being timely detected, they underwent 
a due punifhment. They 'are charged by Matthew Paris, 
with having repeated the fame crime three -times in that 
city, with very little variation of circumftancts. On the 
iirtt, they were brought to the King^s Court at WeftminHer, 
and thete confefled the fact; for which they were only con- 
fined, and their lives left at the king's difpofal. . The fame 
accufation was laid againft them the following year ; and t 
four of the wealthier* of them were hanged, and their effects 
confifcated. Laftly, they were accufed of th« fame fait be- 
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fore the Biihop, in 123Q, at which time it was that the 

child's father found him in the Jew's houfe, after he had 
been loft a whole year. The accufed in vain appealed to the 
king; the bifhop maintained, that the crime, being of a. 
religious nature was cognizable only by the Spiritual Court; 
upon which four of them were dragged at the tail of fo 
many horfes to a gibbet, where they were put to death. So 
that they mud have been very incorrigible to dare commit the 
fame crime fo many times within the fpace of five years, 
and after having been fo feverely puniihed for it. 

Some years after the Jews of London were indicted for the 
fame crime, but with ibmc difference in the manner ; the 
child having been fold to them by his parents, and crucified, 
and the fact difcovered by fome miraculous circumftances 
not worth relating ; fo that he was canonized for a martyr, 
and his relics wrought ftrange wonders. However, the 
murderers could not be found out j only fome Jew* having 
left London about that time, were (hrewdly fufpe&ed. 
Their whole nation was ftill more alarmed the following 
year, when the (hepherds made fuch havock of them In 
Spain, France, and Germany and they had reafon to fear 
the ftorm would fall next upon them here ; to prevent which, 
they purchafed an cdift from the leing, forbidding any one 
to hurt them in any of his dominions. But as that prince's 
minifter was £1 ill craving for more money, and they re fu fed 
to pay it, they were accufed of fome murder committed in 
London, where, after various vexations and fufferings, they 
were obliged to pay one-third of all their wealth. On this 
occafion, Matthew Paris tells us of one fiogle Jew, named 
Aaron, who paid at different times, to extricate himfelf out 
of prifon, and other vexations, about 200 marks of gold, 
and 30,000 of filver. The reft fared no better, being pro- 
fecuted fometimes for coining falfe money, at others, far 
counterfeiting the king's fcal, and fuch like from which 
they found no other way to efcapc than by bleeding frequent- 
ly to the monarch, or bribing, as they did in feveral inftan- 
ces, their judges to be favourable to them. 

The holy war, to which Henry was preflingly invited by 
the Pope, proved another pretence for fqueezing money out 
of his fubje£h, and efpecially from the Jews, whom he 
made no fcruple to ftrip of all they had left. The next 
was the pretended Spanifh war, to which the nobility and 
"entry retufed to contribute till it was actually declared. 
4 he Jews were again called upon for new fupplics, but be- 
ing quite exhaufted, Digged leave they might leave the king- 
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dom for fome more propitious country. Elias, one of their 
brethren, undertook to plead for them before the council 5 
and in a pathetic fpeech, which was accompanied with a flood 
of tears, reprefented the impoflibility of their paying fuch an 
exorbitant fum as was demanded of them ; and begged 
they might be rather banifhed the kingdom than be thus in- 
humanly opprcfled j profefling, that if they were to be flayed 
alive, they were not able to raife the money. He fwooned 
away, or pretended to do fo, at the conclufion ; but the 
council, who probably gave no credit to him, obliged them 
to produce the greateft part of the fum demanded. The next; 
year the king demanded 8000 marks of them j and upon their 
pleading insolvency, fold them to his brother Richard, who 
paid him that fum for them, and would in all likelihood 
have made them refund it double, had he not been convinced 
of their real poverty ann mifery. 

The Jews of Lincoln were about the fame time accufed 
of having crucified a young Chriftian, with the following 
circumftances of inhumanity : that they fed him fome time 
before with milk, to make him more fufceptible of pain $ that 
they convened an aflembly of the moft coniidtrable Jews in 
England, to ailift at his execution ; that they appointed one 
of them to a£t the part of Pontius Pilate, and pronounce 
fentence of death againft him ; that they cauied him to be 
wnipt till the blood gufhed out, to be crowned with thorns, 
buffetted, fpit upon ; that every one of them plunged his 
knife into him; that they made him drink vinegar, and 
crucified him by the name" of Jcfus j that they pierced his 
heart with a fpear, and after he was dead, took out his en- 
trails, to ufe in their magic operations, and flung the reft of 
his body into a well belonging to that houfe, where the for- 
rowful mother after a long fearch found it. One Copin, at 
whofe houfe the facl was committed, not only cenfeffed i^ 
before the Lord Lexington, upon promife of having his life 
fpared, but owned it to be a ufual cuftom among them to 
do fo every year, if they could procure any fuch children, 
The king, upon his coming from the north of England, 
being informed of all, highly blamed that nobleman for 
promifing to fpare luch a villain's life, and revoked his par- 
don j upon which Copin was dragged at a horfe's tail to the 
place of execution, where he was hanged in chains, or, as 
Trivet in his Chronicle for 1267, words ir, 46 His body and 
*' foul were made a prclent to the demons of the air." 
Their condition was (till rriore defpenue all the time of the 
league and civil wars which happened during that prince's 

1 
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r«lgn; wherein, let which fide foever get the better, they 
were fure to be crufhed by it ; at leaft we find that the 
leaguers feized on their fynagogue at Lincoln, and from 
thence paflcd into the Ifle of Ely, and made dreadful havock 
among them. And k is Mkewife pretended that Henry III. 
did at length banifli them by a perpetual edicl. 

This banifhment ie varioufly related by Hiftorians, as well 
as the motives of it?, The Jews affirmed it to have happened 
in the year of the world 5020 (of € haft 1260) which our 
learned Selden juftly looked upon as a palpable miftake, and 
that the former date ought to be 5050 ; which would be 
more probable, if that error had not been in more authors 
than one ; but as it is the fame in moft of them, it is mor* 
likely that they have either defignedly or inadvertently an- - 
tedated the difalkr by thirty years. 

Accordingly, an infeription was found engraved, in He- 
brew letters, on a ftone in Winchefter goJ, where pro- 
bably the Jews of that county had been confined, to this 
purpofe : " The commonalty of the Jews were arretted 
*< and imprifoned in the year of the world 5047." So that 
they could not have been banifhed either in the year of the 
world 5020, or of Chrift 1260. Befidcs, the leaguers be- 
ing defeated by King Henry, feized on the fynagogue of 
Lincoln above-mentioned in 1267. From which it is evident 
•that they were ftill in the kingdom, and had their public 
meetings about the latter end of that monarch's reign. We 
may add, that none of our Englifh annalifts have made any 
mention of the perpetual edict, but, on the contrary, ob- 
ferve that his fon Edward I. raufed the Jews to be impri- 
foned in 1287, and to be all banifhed three years after. 
The annals of the Dominicans of Colmar affirm, that this 
happened in 1291 ; which is the more probable, becaufe the 
council that was held in London, and caufed flieir banifh- 
ment, bears date 1291. 

The occafion of the banifhment is likewife varioufly re- 
lated. One Jewifh writer pretends, that they had been 
falfly accufed to King Henry of counterfeiting his coin, and 
by thofe very rogues who had done it ; and that the profe- 
cution was carried on with fuch vehemence againft them, 
that the king, who faw through ir, ordered them to be ba- 
nifhed, to fave them from a more cruel punifhment. Ano- 
ther tells us, that a prieft falling in love with a beautiful 
lewefs, and not being able to obtain her by any other means, 
in bm it ted himfclf to be circumcifed, and abjured Chril- 
$ianicyj which being foon after known, the zealots infilled 
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that all the Jews in London fliould be burnt alive ; but that 
the king only caufed thofe to be burnt who had a hand in 
that fact, and banifhed the reft. But in neither cafe it is 
credible that he would, for the crime of a few private per- 
ions, banifh a whole nation which had fo often filled his 
coffers. 

A third pretends that his fon Edward, feeing the country 
aim oft ruined by famine and peflilence, was eattly perfuaded 
that the incredulity and wicked nefs of- the Jews had drawn 
down thofe two dreadful punifhments on the whole nation j 
upon which they were all called upon to turn Chriftians. 
But that not having removed the famine, they began to 
afcribe the continuation of it to the violence they had offered 
to their confeiences. Upon which the king ordered two pa- 
vilions to be erected near the fea-fide, the one with a red 
crofs over it, into which the finccre profelytes, and the other 
with the law of Mofes in it, into which the difTatisfied con- 
verts were bade to repair. But many of the latter fufpe&ing 
ibme private defign again (I them, forbore to go to the Mq- 
faic booth ; and well it was for them ; for thofe that did 
were immediately maffacred, and their bodies flung into the 
fea. In this manner Cordoro Las Excellencias, a Spanifh 
Jew, has accounted for and related this affair, on the autho- 
rity of other Jewifli writers. 

It is however agreed by mod Chrifttan authors, that this 
edict was publifhed again ft them about the latter end of the 
thirteenth century, which is farther proved by public records, 
found in fome cnanceries. Trivet affirms, moreover, that 
king Edward, wha banifhed them out of his kingdom, 
granted them money to tranfport them into France, and 
afterwards confiscated their effects. Walfineham fays much 
the lame thing : and Folydore Virgil tells us, that this edi£t 
was eni&ed by a council that fat at London in 1291, and 
being defirous to * fever the goats from the lambs,' ordered 
the. Jews to leave England in a few days, but with a per- 
miffion to take their effects with them. He adds, " that 
they obeyed, and that the nation, which was then very 
numerous in England, took their final leave of it, and fl ill 
removed from place to place till they all perifhed ; whofe 
lofs, fays he, needs not be much regretted, provided they 
leave behind thofe facred books, without which it would be 
difficult for us to preferve our religion for the future." It is 
plain our author had no great belief in thofe prophecies 
which aflure us that they will be actually recalled before 
the end of the world. However that be, it is plain they 

never 
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never more appeared in a body in this kingdom, from that 
time, till they were recalled to it, in the time of Oliver 
Cromwell, who thought it expedient for the carrying on of 
his defigns, to employ them as fpies in moft parts of fcurope. 
On that footing for private intelligence they (till ftand with 
*mr government. But it may be obferved, that the a£ of 
their expulfion is (till in force againft them ; for CromwdPa 
power, as ufurped, could never give them here a legal fettle- 
merit, unlefs ratified by fome fubfequent law, which does 
not appear to have taken place. 

• « * 

* - 

» < mm l ■ ■ ■ ■(■«, 

• » 

... ■ 

' For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

Th$>tw* following Letters* the firft on Card- playing, the ficond, 
on Preaching, are from a Chinefe Mandarin at London y 
; to bis friend at Pekin. 

THE Englifti partake of a more terrible diverfion than 
that of the Tragedies* which are reprefented on their 
theatres. It is called the recreation of play or gaming* This 
fpe&acle is exhibited in almoft every, houle. 

The ftage is a green table ; and the principal actors that 
do bufineis in the fcene with the players, are fmall pieces 
of pafteboard, painted on one fide with magic figures, which 
raife veiy furprizmg commotions in them buc they do not 
produce the lame effects in everv one of the players: fome 
they enliven with a gay and fmiling countenance, others 
they deject with a gloomy and fullen air. 

The fcene is not limited to any fixed time, but opens moft 
commonly about nig tar.- fall, and clofes about the break of 
day; for the afts of the pieces arc fometimes longer and 
fometimes fhorter. 

The play is a fort of Ccience that confifts in being happy, 
and this hap^inefs is merely a combination of chance. The 
main point of fkill in the fcience arifes from having cer- 
tain pieces of pafteboard rather than others, and it is in this 
preference that lies the difficulty of refolving the problem of 
the play. The annals of the Briti&> monarchy mention a 
great number of citizens, who; either hanged or drowned 
them (elves for not having been able to refolve this problem. 

The written law. on this fort: of play may be found in a 
book, which almoft all manner, of perfons have by b:art, 
without ever having read it. < Behdes . this printed code, 
>tbere are alfo. Doctors of Gaming, who decide certain 
„ > . " points 
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points which the legiflature could not forefec } (or fc&ari 
always ftretch the dogma. 

This play is alio a kind of civil war, wherein almo 
always the weakeft beats the frrongeft, and wherein boldne 
is often more neccflary than prudence ; fometimes alfo tim 
ditf fucceeds and courage fails. The fpectacle is again dj 
✓vided into two branches, playing for little, which make 
the fcene diverting, and playing deep, which forms a fcen 
of affliction. In the one, the parties may be a little out o 
humour, in the other they are ruined. One might be calie< 
the comedy of the world, the other the tragedy of chance. 

ilis fcarce poflible Xo .paint thefe fcenes to the life. J 
(hall only tell thee, that an infernal fury torments the actors 
in the tragic part. Some beat them reives and tear their 
cloaths, others -break and dafli the ftage and fcenery in 
pieces, and devour or commit to the flames thofe very rhagrc 
figures that torment them, with the moft horrid impreca- 
tions. There are other confequences too difmal to men- 
tion, T. . 



EVERY nation, among Chriftians, has its manner of 
preaching what they call the gofpel. Some Chriflian 
preachers make of the pulpit a tragic theatre, from whence 
the au i tence are melted into tears of repentance j and others 
make a comic fpeclacle of it for exciting laughter. 

In Scotland, the doctrine of the Kirk aflumes fometimes a 
ridiculous, fometimes a gloomy afpect. Anon, you fee th% 
congregation like Milton's death, 

Grin horribly a gba/ify fmile / 

Anon, you fee their faces clouded with difmal gloom ! feU 
•dom a ray of hope, unlefs they fancy them fdves the elect 
and prcdeltinate, can pervade their bofoms, fo that all is 
commonly mental torpor, black, huge, and dire defpair ! 
In England, you would fwear that the preachers ami teach- 
ers of a feet of people called the Methodifts, are as fb many 
Pythonefles, fitting on tripods, waiting a divine infpiration 
to deliver oracles. Like yeaft, they fret and ferment, tijl 
the proud demon burfts forth into all the effuiions of eiithu- 
fiafm. There arc others in England, called Quakers, apt 
figned with the fign of their God on their foreheads* who, 
like Sybills, pretend alfo to infpiration, and utter theirora- 
cies, as it were on detached leaves, to be blown about by 
the wind of the fpirit, to reft God knows where.— What 
frail we fay of the preachers of the eftabliflled church of that 

king- 
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kingdom? It feems as if the fccnc of the gofpel in it, was 
icalculated for exciting Ofcitancy in the congregation. The 
ininifters that preach the gofpel go this bqftnefs with fo cold 
an air, that one might fafely aver they had no other defign 
but to cheriih and maintain in due proportions the lukewarm 
ftate of finners. * The morality of the pulpit with them is a 
jnere monotony : the mttiic of the fermon is always on the 
fame key, and this is what dulls and flags all the ftnfes, 
and difpofes them to a lethargic difpofition. 

An- able physician, who had fometimes aflifted at the fer- • 
mons of his parifh, perceiving that thefe fermons, like fome 
narcotics, made him dull and heavy, took it. in his head to 
prefcribe to his patients, who happened to be difordered by 
a Coma Vigil, or watchfulnefs, that they would aflift at the - 
preaching of the word 6f Ood once a week. This remedy 
was attended with (o falutary an effect, that his patients, 
after two or three Sundays, enjoyed the fweets of a molt 
profound and com po fed Act p. 

Since this experiment, it ftands demonftrated, that there 
is no opium which contains the hundredth part of 'he fopo*- 
riferou* quality of a Church of England fermon. 

The- Art of convincing depends on that of perfuading. 
Conviction is a confequence of perfuafiori. 

All know, and all are fenfibie, that the fame words pro- 
nounced in a certain manner, produce a certain effect, and 
uttered in another manner produce one that is quite diffe- 
rent. It is the tone of voice that does all. Such a fpeech, 
exciting gapings, yawn'rngs, and naufeas, becaufe pro- 
nounced with a frigid or languid air, would raife agita- 
tions and even t ran f ports, if heated by animated action. If 
one was to doubt of this truth, he need only give a little 
attention to what pafTes on the theatre, where the actors 
make no impretiion but proportionately to jthe fire and ac- 
tive fpirit they animate their respective characters with. Be* 
fides reading is not preaching. 

The art of fpeaking is fo powerful over the fenfes, that 
the ancients found themfclves at length obliged to fhut np 
the tribunals where the fpeech es were wont to be made, to 
preveirt the judges from being biaHed in their fentiments by 
the orators, . . 

The orators of the charch of England -pulpits give into 
the contrary excefs,. or rather defect. Their evangelical 
difcouxfes have indeed a body, but they have no foul. 

If is alledged, that the word of God is of itfelf fufiicient 
to declare its importance, and that has no manner of ccca- 
Pol. Reg. Vol. X. . C iioA 
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Clop for that impulGon which is neceflary for fetting oft* oth< 
forts of fpeeches. This I grant, and would be of the fan 
opinion, if it was preached to angels ; but it is preached i 
men, wbofe fenfes in order to be roused and moved,, requij 
always to be put in agitations. 



For the POLITIC A L REGIS T E R. 

. The Prince taught the Ways of Wifdom. An Ea/fern Tate. 

THE Kaliph Al Thell, of the race of the GulhephaiVJes, 
had a minifter by the name of Pittham, a male favour 
rite by the name of Buttan, and a female favourite by the 
name of Schottiah. Thefe, with his mother Gallah, go- 
verned him upon all occafions. Not that he was warmly 
afTe&ed to the Vizir Pittham ; for the falfe infmuations of 
his favourites caufed his brow-beating him at ftindry times 
for frivolous reafons ; but as Pittham was the idol of the peo- 
ple, a man of approved integrity and abilities, he flood in 
awe of him, and was conftrained more through fear than 
love to revere his counfels. The Kaliph's peculiar character 
in the main verged to good intentions, but warped by the 
finifter impreflions of Buttan, it aflumed an air of klf-will 
and obftinacy, yet could give no reafon for fuch ftiffnefs in 
opinion, for indeed his mind was weak. But as moft princes 
learn more or lefs the art of difHmulation, he could fotnetimes 
addrefs Pittham coming 'out of the Divan : Thanks are too 
fmali a recompence to make you a return of. The greateit. 
favour Mohammed can grant Sovereigns is a wife friend, that 
vouchfafes to conduct them through the immenfe labyrinth 
of ftate affairs, and to carry continually before them the 
blazing torch of wifdom. You fhall be always the luminous 
ftar that fhall guide my fteps, and you (hall always keep them 
diftant from the precipices I am often encompatfed by. Di- 
vide with me my power, which you make my fubje&s to 
love, and my neighbours to fear. Let the friend of Al Thcii 
be held in equal refpecl with himfelf. 

" Adorable Schottiah, faid the Kaliph, whenever he en- 
tered his favourite's perfumed Alcove, it is only when I fee 
you, that I can think I live : then pleafure permeates aJl 
my fenfes. The charms of your voice tingle delight in my 
ears ; a glance of your eyes fets my heart on fire; 'tis in your 
arms that love inebriates me with its delicious tranfports. 
Sovereign of my foul, be alfa ib of my empire; I would 
. have, 
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have the leaft defire9 of your will be facred laws ; I would 
have all your wifhes accumulated j I would have all my 
fubje&s prompt to obey your orders, to prevent your wants, 
and all ready to bend the knee before her whom I adore. 
How I thank my ever dear Buttan for the ineftimable bleffings 
he has conferred on me, by bringing me acquainted with fo 
divine an object f" 

SchottisuYs principal ftudy was how to flatter the Caliph, 
and amufe him with occupations quite beneath the dignity of 
a Prince, whofe views ihould be all noble, grand, and mag- 
nificent. By attending to her fchemes, or rather thofe of 
her advifer, Buttan, his conceptions, fuch as they were, 
feemed to become daily narrower, and by being converfant in 
low and little things, contracted fuch a meannefs, as brought 
upon him the odium s and ridicule of not a few of his beft 
friends. A mere niggard in all other refpe£s, he was all 
profufion to Schottiah's dependents and adherents ; he had la- 
viflied on them immenfe treafures ; yet, as it is ufual with 
the parafitical tribe, they were ever hungry, ever craving. 

The wife Pittham, on his fide, manifefted the raoft vigo- 
rous exertions for making his adminiftration conducive to the 
happinefs of the people and the glory of his mafter. He 
watchfully attended to the fupport and execution of the 
laws, to the regulation of imports, to th« progrefs of popu- 
lation, to the fecurity of commerce. He protected agricul- 
ture, made arts to flour ifh, encouraged literature, caufed re- 
ligion to be refpe&ed. The admirable order he had eita- 
blifhed in the date put every part of it in motion, fo that 
none of them could ob ft ru 61 others, or impede their different 
operations ; on the contrary they were productive of mutual 
fuccours, and lent each other a relative force, whence re- 
fulted a power of unfhaken {lability, Every fpring was 
binding, every balance exact, every wheel had its proper 
direction. An equable and eafy progreffion made the move- 
ment circulate. Every thing worked inceflantly, yet with- 
out struggles, without interruption, without collifion. The 
fovereign is often nothing more than the needle that regu- 
lates and is confulted ; but the minifter is the pivot on which 
ijfit whole machine rolls. 

Pittham would fain fometimes engage the Caliph to attend 
1 to princely cares, to purfue occupations worthy of a mo- 
narch's application ; but all his invitations had little more 
effect, than to induce him to return with more fondnefs to 
partake of the pleafures and amufcments Schottiah had pre* 
pared for him. Not (hat thefe were in themfelves expenfive 
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from an indulgence in luxurious rioting and voluptuoufncfs ; 
but Schottiah had otherwife fo many demands upon him for 
private gratifications, and to keep up the fpirit of fycopha- 
ntfm, that each day could fum up fomething immenfe, which 
infenfibly al?forbcd the better part of the revenues. The mi- 
nifter's ceconomy could fcaree repair what the two favourite*, 
Schottiah and Buttan, lavifhed by their low and little devices 
of corruption, to make people connive at machinations cal- 
culated for the viieft pUrpofes. 

This fituation, which Pittham had forefeen, but could 
not prevent, made his heart bleed, and that good minifter 
fupprefTcd the tears fenfibility drew from him, that he might 
not afflict too much a Prince whom he loved, and whofe 
heart he knew was capable of better things. He was the 
only one that was melancholy in the midft of a court, where 
a]l leemed joyous a mid ft the fmiles of lucrative pods and pen- 
sions ; and he could not fee, without the moft poignant vexa- 
tion the nation delivered over as it were to plunder. 44 What 
ails my dear Pittham, his mafter was fometimes wont to fav 
tQ bim ; you feem dejected ; do the avocations of your friend 
give you pain ? enjoy them with him, if you choofc he 
fhould have any relaxation from his troubles; I muft indeed' 
be pleafed to obferve your conftant afiiduity in conducting the 
bufinefs of my government ; but fhould not fome bounds be . 
put to labour? The human mind is not capable of unre- 
mitting application ; I would have you feek fome recreation ; 
1. fear your health will be hurt, and you fhould know how 
dear you are to your mafter, whofe heart is truly grateful. 
Do you defire any vacant place ? Can I create any dignity 
to pleafe you ? Do not your fervices require fome new 
gratification ? Speak, Pittham, difpofe of the power, dif- 
pofe of whatever your friend is poftefTed of." 

The Vizir fighed and kept filence ; the Caliph reiterated 
his inftances. In this moment of efFufion Pittham thought 
. he could hazard fome reflections on the Sultan's conduct : 
44 Your Highrjcfs has but too much payed the feeble fervices 
your fubject owed you, but too much have you heaped dig- 
nities and wealth on him ; he has nothing more to defire but 
your glory, and the happinefs of your people." "They are at 
your difpofal, dear Pittham, anfwered the Caliph, can you. 
feel any difquiet when you procure both ?" 44 Ah ! my 
Lord, faid Pittham, interrupting him, I am fenfible of your 
confidence; I deferved it by my zeal ; but permit me to afk 
you how a Have can procure the glory of his mafter, and 
how a father can depend on another for the care of his fa- : 
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mily ? His children, infenfibly accuftomed to kifs only the 
hand that feeds them, would foon refufe to know that which 
had abandoned them, and would fly from the founds' of a 
voice become foreign to them. Let your Highnefs think of 
no longer refufing yourfelf to the earncft wiihes of your 
people, and let them not be habituated to pafs without re- 
fpeft before the throne in feeing it always vacant, If yon 
rule by your minifter, (hew that you do fo, and let there 
pot be a government within a government. Two affairs of 
the higheft importance are to-morrow to be debated in the 
divan, preilde at the decifion of them, and ihew by the wis- 
dom of your judgments, that if heaven has entrufted you 
with fovereign power, no other is more worthy to pbffcfs it $ 
thereare cafes wherein all the teal of a minifter is fuperfluous j 
there is neceffity for the weight of afupreme authority to make 
oppofite forces to.coakfce and determine fuccefs $ it is a Co- 
loflus on which muft break ofF all the little'cabajs caprice 
fets counter to the public good. 

Al Thell promifed Pittham to affift next day at the divan, 
and the Vizir did not fail to prepare the buiinefs fo as' his 
matter might have all the glory of decifion, without any of 
the difficulties of deliberation. He had even given notice, 
that the Caliph would for the future prefide in all the aflfem- 
blies, that each member might be more punctual in affifting 
at them. 

• This good minifter repaired the next morning to Schottiah's 
apartment, with whom Al Thell had parted the night. He 
was giving himfelf up to joy at the thoughts of being able 
to wean his mafter from her decoys, and to lead him, as it 
were in triumph, to the throne ; but, by the embarrafled air 
of his countenance, by his forced fpeeches, by the fervile 
carefTes he received from him, Pittham foon knew that the. 
weak Prince had relapfed into the languors of his former in- 
. dolence, and that the attraction of pleafures he met with 
in Schottiah's charms was all that could touch his foul. 
The time of the divan's affembling now drew near j " Your 

fublime Highnefs propofes to go, laid the Vizir " " No* 

Pittham, replied Al Thell, rifing to go and look as it werd 
for fomething at the otheY end of the chamber $ but, in fact, 
to hide his confufion, I cannot well go to-day ; I do not find 
my head quite free; befides, I have promifed Schottiah to 
give her an airing on the water. Orders are given, the barges 
are ready ; it is the fineft weather in the world ; fo, you may 
think, 1 cannot poffibly avoid being of the party. Go, dear 
friend, are you not my fecond felf ? Nothing hinders your 
' * deciuonsi 
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decifions being followed ; I (hall approve of whatever 
you do." 

The good PJtthaiyi bowed his head, and ftepped out with 
tears in his eyes. He forefaw all the misfortune that could 
jsot fail of happening. His air of confirmation revived thoK 
with courage, whom the Caliph's prefence would have 
checked in their ill intentions. The am ballad or s of a neigh - 
Isouring Prince, who came to make fome juft demands, and 
of great moment, were difmiffed without a fatisfactory an- 
swer. Some bills of a ftrange nature, pernicious tendency, 
onerous and oppreflive, paiTed in fpite of the Vizir. 

Thefe were Rattan's fchemes ; befides which, there were 
fome eftabliihments admitted, imputed alfo to his contri- 
vance, quite unfavourable to commerce. Whatever notions 
Euttan adopted, all pafled by a great majority. The Caliph 
gave the royal aflent without examination, and found every 
ihiiig right that he might not have the troubLe to canvafs 
them. But the effects of fuch influence over administration 
loon appeared. The Prince, whofe ambafladors received no 
latisfa£lion ? declared war. The inhabitants of the country, 
groaning under the load of taxes, left their fields unculti- 
vated. Manufactures fell, for want of being protected. 
A fpiritlefs and unactive difpofition engroued all ftates ; 
iifury and monopolies were introduced ; fraud took place of 
honcft induftry, and all manner of evils came in at once, 
ibececded by all manner c^f vices, which are always the fruits 
of bad* government. 

There was notwithftanding a neceffity for warding off the 
greateft evil, for the enemy advanced. Pittham, who was not 
a lefs good warrior than * excellent minifter, was put at the 
bead cf the troops, who demanded him for their General. 
He made good the confidence they had placed in bitn, and 
io conducted matters, that without drawing a fword, he en- 
gaged the enemy in defiles', which, they could never have 
extricated themfelves from, and the want of ammunition and 
jprovifions muft foon have obliged them to receive the capitu- 
lation Pittham had in contemplation to grant them, when 
rery alarming news was difpatched to him frqm the capital. 
All was there in confufion. Al Thell, not daring to decide 
any thing of himfelf, had fuffered hirofelf to be buffed by 
ihe bad councils of his favourites Buttan and Schottiah. 

"Ptttham's prefence could alone replace matters in their 
proper order, but it was neceflary in the army. If he quitted 
bis poft, he loft all the fruits of his operations. Yet, as Al 
Thell had more talents for war than adminiftration, having 
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had often obliged by his largefles, the minitter came to a re- 
solution, in fo preffing a perplexity, to dcfire the Caliph 
would put himfelf at the head of his woops, whilft himfelf 
was bufy in pacifying the interior troubles of the kingdom. 
There was nothing befides to rifque by leaving the command 
to Al Thell, who had no other operations to concert but ta 
keep the enemy blocked up in the pofition he found them* 
and to wait their furrcndering at discretion, which mirft'foom 
have happened. 

The good Vizir rejoiced alfo in the bottom of his heart, 
that he had put it in his matter's power to reap all the honour 
of that campaign. After leaving all neccrfary inftrudiorw 
with him, Pktham fet out for the capital, where fcarcity and 
intettine commotions had rather more prevailed fincc the Ca- 
liph's departure. The prefence of Pittbam was as that of an 
angel from heaven ; he was received by the people with a joy 
equal to the ardour with which his coming was wifhed iou 
, .In alldifeafes confidence is the firft phyfieian, as hope is the 
J&rft remedy. Every thin? was believed to be repaired as foom 
astheViair appeared. In fad, his penetration fet afide the- 
embarraflment that flopped the circulation of money, and toe 
fearched to the bottom, and found remedies againft the enter* 
prizes that caufed a fcarcity of provifions of all forts. In a 
few days there was a profpec~t of all matters coming into their 
accuftomed order. The heart of the good minitter began t* 
find itfelf eafed by the thoughts of having relieved his matter** 



iatisfa&ion, but rejoining, and finding him triumphant. He 
hoped that the firft fuccels wouldengage him todeferve others, 
and that he might one day come to a refoltition of being 
really a King. He therefore departed* but was aftonifhed to 
meet no courier on hi-s route coming to him with intelligence 
of the capitulation of the enemy ; but his furprife was much 
greater, when, arriving at the advanced guards of the army, 
be was informed that the Caliph was made prifoner. Three 
times the fame thing was told him at the different pott* 
through which he patted, and confternation foon took place 
of aftoniflimerit. At length arriving at the camp, he learned 
that the favourite Schottiah, who would not leave the Ca- 
liph out, had accompanied him to the camp, and that there, 
a whim taking her of entertaining the general officers, inftead 
of the head quarters, the moil commodious and fecure place, 
{he chofe for this fettivity an eminence at a good diftance, be- 




i 



Digitized by Go 



( * ) 

fcaufe more pleafurable, as being inumbrated with eal 
trees. 

The enemy, informed of this arrangement, did not fai 
fending a detachment of light-armed Arabs, <who* by fa voir 
of the (hade of the trees, got unfcen to the place of rendez 
vous, and profiting of the tumult of the feaft, feized an< 
carried off the favourite Scbottiah, who had the indifcretier 
to go from her company to vi fit a grove, which appeared t< 
her charming. Immediately the alarm was given, the Ca- 
liph ran to deliver her, and fell himfelf into an ambufcade, 
which his inexperience had not permitted him to fbrefee. 

Pittham found all the brave men in the army ready to force 
the enemy in their intrench ments, in order to recover their 
mailer. It was again ncceflary to curb their youtbfa) impe- 
tuofity, as they muft have met with deftruc^ion, without 
being able to deliver the Caliph. Pittham obferved to them, 
that if they fliould once get into the defiles, they would be all 
killed without being in a condition to defend themfelves ; 
that the misfortune which had happened to their matter, to 
whom he was not lefs attached than they were, made no 
alteration in the lltuation of the enemies, who fliould ftill 
be obliged to furrender ; and that it was expedient to content 
themfelves with proposing the Caliph's ranfom ; befides, being 
confiderable, it was the more willingly accepted, beeaufe the 
enemy were apprehenfive of his perceiving the wretched ftate 
they were reduced to, and they contented themfelves with 
keeping the favourite to facilitate a negociation, which they 
law they would foon have an occafion for. v 

Al T hell's confufion was equal to Pittham's joy. When 
he faw himfelf in the arms of his good Vizir, he exprefled 
all the molt feeling emotions of gratitude for him, and pro- 
mifed him, in the mod peremptory manner, of abiding only 
by his councils, and of paying the greateft deference to what- 
ever his wifdom fliould require of him for the future. Pitt- 
ham might haVe trufted to thefe protections of the Caliph, 
fo long as they appeared fincere ; for he knew that difafiers 
make people docile and traceable : but Al TbeM added imme- 
diately the moft prefling inftances that his (tear Pittham might 
find means for ranfom ing alio his beloved Schottiah: The 
Vizir, who expe&ed this motion, did not pretend to oppofe 
it, and promifed. all that his zeal could ftiggeft to him, car- 
neftly in treating the Caliph not to lofe by his impatience the 
advantage he had over the enemy. In fa£t, at the expiration 
of a few days, they lent to propofe an exchange in provifions 
for the ranfom they had received for the Caliph, and likcwile 
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la add to it that of his favourite. The Vizir obtained, not 
without difficulty, that this demand mould not be complied 
with. He had no reafon to repent perfifting in his refufal 
for the enemy were obliged to return for terms of capitula- . ^ 
tion, and at length to furrender at difcretion. Al Thell was 
going to reap the fruits of his minifter's wifdom, and to re- 
ceive the reward of his complaifance in the arms of Schottiah ; 
but how great was his grief when, he was allured that his fa- 
vourite Schottiab, one whom he had careffed fo much, and 
had been fo bountiful to, had refufed to return to him, had 
quite deferted him, and chofe to remain in the pofleflion of 
her new lover. This lofs was at firft more fenfibly felt by 
the Caliph than that of his liberty had been ; but a little dif- 
guft mingling with Pittham's foothing confolations, Al Thell 
hncerely endeavoured to Men to the advice of that incom- 
paraoie rnena. 

Misfortune is the beft leflbn for Kings. Al Thell would 
fain at firft apply himfdf to the moft difficult affairs of go- 
vernment ; but the want of experience made him commit as 
many faults, as form projects. If Pittham but left him to 
him (elf for an inftant, every ftep he took was a heavy falU, 
He was the dupe of the flatteries of courtiers ; the victim of 
the ambitious ; each inftant threw in his way fome inconve- 
niency which he had not fo much as thought of, fome diffi- 
culty which had not occurred to him, fome difgrace he had. 
not forefeen. 

" What then muft I do, faid he to Pittham? All my beft 
laid fchemes meet with obftacles, my judgments with contra-, 
dictions, my benefactions with ingratitude. With a flncere 
dtfire of doino- good, I accumulate nothing: but faults : the 
means I wi(h to adopt for procuring the happinefs of my fub- 
jects, produce quite the reverfe. Iam exceedingly unhappy ! 
I wifli it had been rather my lot to have been born in the 
poor man's hut, than to fee myfelf o<\ the throne, to live 
there perpetually in the pains I feel. Dear Pittham, comfort 
me 5 teach me why I fall ioto fo many errors., even following 
your principles. I beg it as a favour you would not aban- 
don me." 

" My Lord, anfwered the good Vizir, I have but a few 
words to fay to your fublime Highnefs. With an unfeigned 
refolution of doing good, of not feparating your intereft from, , 
that of your people, you will be able to effect; mighty mat- 
ters. You muft-diveft yourfelf of felf-love and felf-fufficiency* 
You muft accuftom yourfelf to hear the words of truth j, 
you will never hear them from the fycophant ; his interctt 
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is to be always a lyar. You muft weigh etery thing in youf 
mind according to the dictates of reafon, and never throogh 
prejudice or paflion. Seek out in every corner of your king- 
dom for men of integrity and abilities ; hearken to their ad- 
vice, and you and your fubjects will be happy." 

My dear friend, cried the Sultan, taking Pittham into 
bis arms, you are furely the virtuous fage that (hall from 
henceforth teach me the happinefs of thofe who breathe life 
lender my laws/' Pittham was going to bow on his knees in 
fign of obedience , but the Caliph dill kept him embraced in 
his arms, and they did not tjUit that fituation but to go and 
concert the mod effectual meafures for accomplilhing the 1 
happinefs of the people, whofe hearts Al Thell ever after 
did gladder! with bleflings. 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

anecdotes. I 

SOME years fince the fon of Boozde Paiba, a celebrated 
Jew, was on the point of marrying a young chrittian 
lady. His father made no objection to the intended wife's 
religion, but was greatly diflatistied with t\ie match on ac- 
count of her fmall fortune, in confequence of which he re- 
fufed his confent. The fon, who was defperately in love^ 
threatened the father that he would marry her without his 
confent; and the father, in his turn* threatened that he 
would not give him a {billing. The young Jew anfwered, 
that he would force him to it, _ and that if be re- 
fufed to divide with him his fubftance, he fhould get 
himfelf baptized to enjoy the benefit of the Englifh law, 
which afligns and gives to a Jew-child, becoming chrifti- 
an, the half of his father's wealth. Poor Booz was con- 
founded at this anfwer; he went to con fu It the late Harry 
Fielding for his advice* and to know if fuch a law 
really exifted. Fielding told him, that it did exift, and was 
in full force j but, added he, if you have a mind to make me a 
prefeftt of ten guineas, I will put you in a way to fruftrate the 
hopes of your fon, and the ungrateful rafcal will not be able 
to fhew caufe toget a (ingle farthing from you. Thefe words 
fpread joy and confolarion through Booz's heart, he inftantly 
reckoned down the ten guineas, and begged our barrifter not 
Co keep him- tang in fufpenfe. M No, no ; this moment my 
advke (hall direct you what to do in the cafe, laid Fielding, 
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putting the guineas in his pocket, you need only become a 
Chriffoan yourfelf, and the* law will give nothing to your 
fon." 

* 



THERE was at Rome, in the reign of the Emperor 
Galba, a famous flute-player, by the name of Canus. 
That Prince having one day taken pleafure in hearing this 
mufician, took out of his purfe five denarii, as a gratification 
for his performance. This pitiful reward furprifed Canus, and 
brings to mind a like behaviour of Nourfhirvan, King of 
Perfia, furnamed the Juft. When ftill but Prince of the 
province of Khorafan, he loved pleafures, and lived in fplen- 
dour, arjd difFufed his wealth about him and afar. The moil 
excellent fingers, the moft able players on mufical inflru- 
ments came to requeft his giving them a hearing, and they 
were enriched when Nourfhirvan had heard Aiem. He had 
fcarce afcended the throne, when they repaired, to him from 
all parts of the earth. He took great pleafure in their concerts, 
but was much more fparing in his rewards than when He was 
qnly Prince of Khorafan, and a fubjeel of the King of Kings. 
One of the muficians having prefumed to complain to him- 
felf, he made him this anfwer: " Formerly I gave way my 
own money, now I give away that of my people." 

I 

1 v 

DURING theufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, Sir John 
Hawkefworth, of Surry, one of the Protector's officers, 
and consequently ftrongly attached to his party, had an action 
brought againft him by the parfon of his parifh, on account 
of tyches and other dues. The fuit ftill depending, Sir John 
imagined that the minifter pointed him out in his fermons 
every Sunday. He complained of it to the Protector, who 
, gave orders for the mini iter's appearing before him to anfwer 
the ch arge. The parfon a Hedged in his defence, that he had 
only preached in general againft extortioners, fornicators, , 
drunkards, liars, thieves, and robbers. Cromwell difmiffing 
n im, and turning to the officer, faid : ** Sir John, go 
quietly home, and live for the future on more amicable 
terms with your parfon. The word of God, like a two- 
edged fword, pierces the very marrow of the bones, and 
probes about the inmoft recedes of the heart : it feeks after 
the finner, and unveils his iniquities j I am forry, for your 
Jake, that it has found you out 
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f'lf^HE celebrated Bifhop Burnet dined once by invitation 
with the 'Earl of Uxbridge. That Lord 'was a man of 
knowledge and excellent parts, but his lively and romantic 
imagination often hint the truth of his narrative ; he had a 
tnoufand facts to relate, and the molt probable among them 
appeared incredible in his mouth. The Prelate, in the Courfe 
of the converfation, found an opportunity to obferve, that all 
men have their hobby-horfe, their predominant paflion * one 
Joves wine, another play, a third women, a fourth jnoney, 
and " for my part, added he, I cannot help faying that my 
inclination is for lying." " I really believe fo, replied the 
Earl, who found himfelf aimed at, and therefore you was 
the htteft man in the world to write the Hiftory of your 
Time." 



- 

To the Editor of the Political Regifter. 
Letters from L — B % examined, 

SIR, 

]i fi I N E eye has run over two octavo volumes called, 
IV 1 The Hijfory of England, in a Series of Letters from a No- 
bjeman to his Son. For fome time I found ic difficult to guefs 
at the fpirit and defign of the author. But anon, fuch ftric- 
tures were difcovered in his giving the great character of 
JameH. as were fufficient to determine him a Scotch Jaco- 
bite ; and r in all probability, one of the family of Stuart, too 
well known by the title of E — of B— . — He has, it muft be 
owned, concealed himfelf as much as he was able ; yet we 
are favoured with vefligia^ fufficient to learn what truly is his 
political complexion. 

His ignorance of the diftinction of religious fects in South- 
Britain, is very notorious ; for when fpeaking of Prejbyterians 
and Independents^ as to their difference from the church of 
England, he fays of the Independents* "that their chief dif- 
ference lay in acknowledging no fubordination in fecular em- 
ployments i and attempting to maintain an ideal equality, to 
which they juftly obferved that every man was born." Now 
it is univerfally known that this is not the character of the 
Independents, but of the Levellers ; a faction which arofe in 
the army, and of whom even Oliver Cromwell himfelf was a- 
fraid, whereas he was in high efteem with the Independents. 
Our Hiftorian might have been much better informed in this 
article, by a judicious note of TtndaCs in Rapin, Vol. \\> 
p, 514, folio edit. — altogether is grofs a miftake has he com.-, 
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rnitted, with refpect to a fact fo late 9 as in the reign of Queea 
Anne, year 1712; for he thus reports, under fallacious 
terms, the publication of Dr. Samuel Clarke's, viz, his Scrip-* 
ture doftrine of the Trinity 4—** a book, fays he, written by Dr # 
Samuel Clarke in favour of Socinianifm."^— Which flagrant 
error convinces me, that the author of this hiftory is a Scot, 
very ignorant in Englith matters ; who might have had much 
better information from any intelligent Englifh Clergvman : 
for, in truth, Dr. Clarke had no more defign to favour of So- 
cinianifm by that book, than he had to favour Mahometan* 
ifm. So much for our author's glaring ignorance. 

As to his high church or popilh principles, we may make 
a Chrewd guefs at them by the great encomium he has bellow- 
ed upon Abp. Laud: and by the. favourable reprefentatioa 
made by him of that traitor, Or. Atterbury, Biftiop of Ro- 
che fter. Nor has he fcrupled exprefsly to tell us, " Te de- 
claim again/? popery , was the voich or faction in the ieign 
of James I. and alfo in that of Charles I."— and when the 
glorious Ruflel and Sidney are mentioned by him, he fays, 
•* Ruflel and Sidney were condemned by L. Howard's evi- 
dence, and died with that intrepidity which was worthy a better 
caufe"—x\&& his pen been proteftant, or had he underftood 
what love of civil arid religious liberty could mean, he would 
have known, that, as true patriots, it was not pofEble they 
could have died in a better caufe j they fell the victims of 
, the moft diabolical popifh rage. 

The contempt he has thrown on our glorioug deliverer 
William III. and upon the revolution, area violent preemp- 
tive evidence that this fbort hiftory was written by the Earl 
of B— , for when he fpeaks of Father Peters*, confeflbr %o 
James II. he moft flanderoufly fays, " fome hiftorians have 
even accufed him of being the creature of the Prince of 
Orange, the King's fon in law, who had long fince conceiv- 
ed hopes of fiezing the crown." This is a very curious fa tri- 
ple of Jacobite impudence ; and, for ought I know, may have 
been taken from the hiftory wrote by F. Orleans : our hiftory- 
provided by L— d B — e for his royal pupil. He farther wick- 
edly fays of that illuftrious prince, " that all his actions were 
levelled at power, while his difcourfe never betrayed thewijhes 
of his heart** — This is worthy of the Thane. Heaven grant . 
due vengeance may foiiow this ajfajftn. 

A further proof offers itfelf from the refpectable character 
which he gives to the Jacobite miniftry, as makers of the 

* Wbotp he once calls, Hugh Peters, p. 80, 

. peace 

* 
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fiace-of Utrecht, c< Thus it appears, fays be, that the 
nglith miniftry did justice to all the world: but 
their country refuted it to them : they were branded with 
all the terms of infamy and reproach by the whig-party 9 and 
accufed 0/ having given up the privileges and rights which 
England had to expect." 

And the artful Scot finifhes with the peace of Pari$> which 
was wholly under his own direction ; and of which he made 
bis boaft in the Houfc of Lords. Neverthelefs, though the 
director of the peace, here is not one (ingle word dropt about 
him, in this fignal event, which muft have been, had the 
hiftory been written by any other pen, and not under his own 
eye. But how delufive is this forcerer, who manifeftly wrote" 
his hiftory chiefly for the opportunity of thus declaiming be- 
hind the curtain, upon that infamous peace;—" The dis- 
contents, (ays he» which many have expreffed at the conclu- 
fion of the late t peace, that we did not infift upon harder 
terms, and increafe our pofleflions, were ill founded : iince 
it is probable we are afready poflefled of more than govern- 
ment can manage. There is ever a certain extent of empire, 
which politics are able to weild ; beyond this, her magni- 
ficence is but empty pomp, and her fize but field t corpulence/* 
'But what has this to do, with a peace made under the um- 
pirage of a prince claimant of the Britifh crownf ? what has 
it to do with delivering up Guadalope, Martirtico, and the 
Havannah ? and with allowing a conquered enemy, to write 
his own terms ? 

There ?s reafon to believe this Jacobite-hiftory is artfully 
and gratify too put into families, and into private hands, in 
order to render the peftilential poifon epidemical. The exe- 
crable myrmidons of the Thane are every where bufily em- 
ployed, in corrupting the minds of the people ; and difpofing 
Britons for a fubmiflion to tyranny and oppreflionj — affuredly ; 
It muft become the fincere friends of liberty to be watcfcfuj 
againft fo fubtle a fiend, and hellifli an enemy, for, in 
proportion, as he is funpofed to influence the king, {whefe 
eyes may the Lord open!) we can truly calculate the degree 
of danger we are in, of fubverfion. 

Upon the whslc, if the caufe of civil and religious liberty 
can be protected and nourished by Tories, or by Jacobites 
and papifts, we cannot poffibly have any idea of liberty that 

t The K. of Sardinia, who entered his protcft agajnft ths. 
coronation of Geo.'III. 
X It is impudently afcribed to Lord Littthon. 
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<tonfifts either with reafbn; nature, or the experience of man- 
kind) or, if fuch high notions of prerogative, as have animat- 
ed the breads of aH the Scotch family of the Smarts, can har- 
monize with the fpirit of the laws, or with the genius of a 
Britifti free people, then we might with this hiftorian, reckon 
it an hard meafure to cut off infufgents, whofe aim manifeft- 
ly was, to reftore the Houfe of Stuart, give the utmoft Rope 
Of operation and influence to kingly-prerogative : and then, 
indeed, we might look upon the whole crew of defenders of 
defpotifm, as the only gallant and brave men we have on re-, 
cord ; and bitterly lament over their mifearriage * in confe- 
quence, we fiiould confider all advocates of the rights of the 
people, as erroneous in their oppofition to the advocates of. 
arbitrary power. 

But when all kinds of evidences do proclaim, that our laws 
and liberties never have been, nor ever can be fafe in the 
hands of Tones, Jacobites and Papifts, we muft look upon 
the defign of this hiftorian with the utmoft indignation.— Fo* 
what if that defpicable pimp of prerogative, the pitiful pent 
fioner Samuel Johnfon y has, in his Dictionary, thus defined a 
Tory, viz. " that he is one who adheres to the ancient Bri- 
tifh conftitution of the ftate, and the apoftolical hierarchy of 
the church of England, oppofed to a whig." Yet, this fame 
pander ofc power, is as little able to (hew, that a Tory is 
any more an adherent to the ancient conftitution, confidered 
as free from tyranny, than he is to ftiew, that the hierarchy of 
the church of England has any thing, at all in it, apoftolical. 
The depraved wretch has, however, by his tory- principles 
feathered his neft, or made his bed foft and eafy under a tory- 
adminiftration. 

An hater of Toryism. 

» 1 . ■ . ■ i — ■- . ■ , r^. „ 

To bis Grace the DUKE of GRAFTON. 

ONCE more, myi^ord, accept the, accuftomed homage; 
an homage you have fuccefsfully laboured to deferve, 
and which the impartial juftice of Junius never has refufed 
you. You will not fay that thefe addrefTcs are difagreeable to 
you 5 you will not deny that you have ever liftened to their 
perufal, with geftures expreflive of the moft contemptuous fa- 
tisfa&ion ; that you have continually propofed them, as pro- 
per fubje&s of mirth for the fycopbants that furround you ; 
and that they are become marvelloufly afliftant in tlje enter- 
tainment of your acquaintance.; — Return thanks to the powers 
above, that your Grace's character fupplies an inexhauflible 
fund of humour ; return thanks to the hand that hath fo libe- 
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tally aflifted you in the enjoyment of their bounties; and 
among the conftant purveyors of your convivial pleasures, 
rank foremoff-- Junius. To the generality of the wretched 
inftruments of arbitrary power the titles of traitors to ttieir 
country, of deferters of their king, would convey no fatisfac- 
tion. They would curfe the hand that attempted to unveil 
the black feries of their tran factions* and be happy when the 
memory of their crimes mould be forgotten. -^The Duke of 
CJrafton is no common villain — To him the cries of his in- 
jured country, the imprecations of a people, whofe deareft 
rights he has laboured to deftroy, arc but as the amufements 
of an idle hour, as ingredients neceflary to the enjoyment of a 
jovial evening. He prides himfelf in the palm or meannefs, 
and is pleafed in being dillinguiflied as the firft of traitors* 
The mifcreant tribe that attend and participate his crimes, 
maintain a liftlefs neutrality in the ceconomy of their features, 
unknowing what character to affume. They are incapable, 
my Lord, of conceiving you in earneft when you glory that 
your villainies are known to thofe your villainies have injured, 
and fmile exulting over the page that records the hiftory of 
ybur pppreffions. When you bid them ridicule the miferies 
of their country, and divert themfelves with the accu fat ions 
of its defenders— -Accu fations whofe juftice ypu will not at* 
tempt to controvert, for you are confeious they Cannot be re* 
futed— the unprejudiced part of mankind almofl doubt the 
pofiible exigence of this phoenomenon of vice and folly, this 
equivocal complication of meannefs and infenfibility. The 
companions of your former fame look with amazement on this 
laft feretch of excellence— EvenFox and Rigby own you have 
outdone them. 

Let me confefs myfelf unfeignedly grieved, that affairs of 
more importance now demand my attention : let me hope 
your Grace's candid allowance, mould I for the future be lefs 
affiduoufly frequent in my applications to you, than I have 
been. The unhappy fpirit of inactivity and difunion, at pre* 
fent fo fatally prevalent among the friends of liberty, calls for 
every effort of every well-wifher to his country ; and L am 
driven to confume in vigorous attempts to impede the prbgrefs 
of this growing malady, thofe hours of bufinefs I would chear- 
fully dedicate to your Grace's entertainment, — Yet I cannot 
take my leave of you, while even the leaft confiderate of my 
countrymen think themfelves juftified in imagining I have 
treated 50U unfairly. — And as among the numerous, and 
important charges I have offered to the public, the laft, and 
jeaft fignificant, has met with the moft violent, and continu- 
ed 
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*& fcripdfitibn, permit me to return to the affair of Whittlebury 
ibreftv 

Various* trifling, and iricorififteht, are the apologies your 
tjrace's conduct has occafioned-^I will e^xpofe them ih order 
to the impartial eye of the public, confeious that their ap- 
pearartce will be their beft confutation. I will reft it with my 
fellow citiiens to determine, with what degree of juftice, theiir 
authors have auerted, that Junius has been convicted of pre- 
meditated falfehood, or his moft material accufations proved 
palpably erroneous. 

A part of your ingenious defendants declaim with vehe- 
mence againft the invafion of your hereditary right to the un- 
derwood.— They inform us that you have mtriiorioujly poft- 
j)oned the repairs of our navy, and the moft confequential in- 
terefts of your Country, to the prefervation of— a few "nut- 
buflxs! — They aflurc us r that your remiflnels in forwarding 
manoeuvres, concerted for the advantage of the former, pro~ 
xceded entirely from your fears of the temporary inconvenience 
the latter might fuftain. Muft we accept this, as an apology 
for your behaviour ? Will you, my Lord, confider thefe men 
as your friends, who in their defence of your conducl, afcribe 
to you more folly, more meannefs and depravity* than the 
accufations of Junius every fuppofed you poffefled of ? We are 
informed from another hand, "that the prefervation of the fuc- 
■** ceflion of young trees is a great national concern/* We 
aflent to thejuftice of this obfervation ; butithas not as yet been 
proved, in what manner by the execution of the furveyor's 
warrant, this fucceflion Would have been endangered.— For 
Turelylchefe men will not attempt to perfuadc us* that a fuffi- 
cient number of plants could not have been with eafe re- 
moved from beneath the falling trees, without occafioning 
the deftrudion even of the bujbes, your Grace appears fo foli- 
citoos to preferve. But Philalethes tells us, your Grace is 
become of a fudden uncommonly charitable ; and that your 
tender anxiety for the interefts of the poor was the real reafon 
<of you* conduct.— He intifts; that by the felling of the timber, 
the poor would lofe their right of commonage. Muft we take 
Philalethes^s word for this aflertion, or may we beg a proof? 
For furely to vulgar apprehenfions it would appear that if the 
young trees are tranfplanted, the underwood need not be lop- 
ped, nor of confequence the coppices be fenced in. The 
s - cattle of the door would find little inconvenience in being 
obliged to feed upon the reft of the foreft, during the felling 
wf the trees ; your Grace's new-born charity would not be 
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pained by the damages they might fuftain, and in the emJ f 
your — nut bujhts would be the only fufFerers. 

To the. fame hand we are indebted for another piece of in- 
telligence — That the bark, which is a material article in May, 
is in July and Auguft abfolutely worthlefs. Let us agree 
with him that the difference of the feafons would create fomc 
(difference in the value of this commodity; let us even fup- 
jpoie that by this proceeding the profits of this material 
article would be entirely loft.-— Is hd regard then to be 
paid to the prcfiin j diftrenes of the BritFfh navy ? Is it of no 
confcquencc that thofe bulwarks on whom our fafety againft 
foreign invafions alone depends, fliould not remain another 
year in their prefent ruinous condition ? Philalethes's maxim 
is of more univerfal import than he himfelf feems to be aware 
of. — It affecls not only the plantations in difpute, but every 
Royal foreft in the kingdom. If a trifling difference in the 
value of the bark, or even the entire lofs of that commodity, 
muft be confidered as of fuch ridiculous importance, till the 
/eturn of the feafon no timber throughout England can be 
Felled. And whilft the naval ftrength of our natural iehemiesii, 
by their induftry, continually increafing, our coafts muft become 
every day more and more defehcelefs. He tells us the Lords 
of theTreafury iffued not the warrant without expecting that 
due regard would be paid to thiycircuflances attendant on its 
execution. — Does he by this mean to infill, that moved by 
juft reprefentations of the ruinous condition of the Englifh 
navy, they iflued a warrant requiring immediate execuu w s with 
an intention, that if it mould prove agreeable to the Duke of 
Grafton, the trees might be felled in another year?- — Surely 
1 may be cxCufed in calling this reaforiing trifling;, and in- 
couclufive j furely this ludicrous pirade of impolitic cecono- 
toy, is but a lame apology for your Grace's conduct. 

The remainder of "your partifans feem confeious of the 
weaknefs of thefe arguments, and. reft all hopes of palliation, 
or excufe, upon a different ground ; to which, as it is the on- 
ly plea in your Grace's favour I .have not already confidered, 
1 fhall now proceed. 

We are allured by thefe men, that the infolence of the De- 
puty was thefoiecaufeof your extiaordinarybehayiour---Th2rt 
not the warrant itfclf,but lbme trivial circumftances attending 
its execution, were theobje&s of your refentment* Jf We even 
fuppofe that to be the cafe, if we allow you to hive fomb 
plea for wreaking your vengeance bp the mari,. whofe impo- 
litenefs had difylealed you, why was it not confined to him ? 
la what had your country offended you, that the oaks ftill 
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Iteep their ground, and its naval ftrength ftilf remains decay- 
ing, and unrepaired ? When the unhappy vi&im of your ma- 
lice had feverely fuffered, under pretence of a different mtf- 
demeanor, for an imaginary offence to you, why were not the 
orders he received carried with more decorum into execution? 
— Confidering your boafted cares for the welfare of your coun- 
try, confidering the place you hold in the confidence of your 
refpefttd fpvereign, had every one elfe declined afiitling in the 
execution of a warrant fo neceflary, we could not fure h.we 
expected it of you f What but your own intercfl rendering; 
you deaf, and infenfible to every call of virtue or of honour ; 
what but the precife truth of the circumftances Junius has 
related, could be the caufe of this extraordinary delay ? 
' To fay after this, that the arguments in your Grace's fa- 
vour are abfurd, inconfiftent, and improbable, would be un- 
necefiary. It would be but to anticipate the unavoidable 
conclufions of every friend of candour, of every well-wifhcr to 
his country. But to remove all poflibility of fubterfuge and 
evafion, to preclude every poffible impeachment of my can- 
dour and impartiality, — let us for once fuppofc them granted 
in their full force; let us fuppofe premeditated malice a pal- 
liation of injuftice, and ludicrous attempts after ratiocination, 
fufficient apologies for your Grace's viary tardintfs in the fer- 
vice of your country. What is it they will prove ? That 
there were fome minute particulars, with which it was impof- 
fiblc for Junius to be acquainted ; that your Grace's conduct 
in this affair had been more exquifiteiy ridiculous, more tho- 
roughly deteftable than even Junius had conceived it. 

Of my moft material accufations, thefe ingenious apologifts 
have not even attempted a confutation. As they remain un- 
refuted, accept a repetition of them unretra&ed. Exult in 
the remembrance, that pleading the inadvertent omiflion of a 
form^ you have malicioufly ruined an honeft man and his fa- 
mily ; that a declaration, on which you have refted your ho- 
nour, hes been proved to be a lie* The witneffes of thefe 
fa£b have been fo numerous and refpc£lab!e, that anonymous 
affertions can weigh little on either fide ; and when your />rr- 
fonal denial (hall have been as public as your commifiion of 
them, proofs fhall not be wanting of your guilt. 

As to what more particularly concerns myfelf, I am con- 
fident that my countrymen, who have known me ever vigi- 
Jant in the defence of liberty, will not eafily' believe the invi- 
dious affertions of her enemies. 

They are well acquainted with the fertility of yourGrace's 
character. T[hey have not fo mean an opinion, of my under- 
••*••*. £ z , itanding, 



landing, as to imagine, that I would rifque my credit with? 
them* by the invention of falfhoods, .when they know that; 
I cannot make you more ridiculous and deteftable, than by 
painting you as you are* They will not think me fo abfurd- 
ly obftinate, as to continue to defend an inadvertency, when 
the world in general mud be convinced of my error. It 
would not be my intereft to do it. The candid and penetra- 
ting will believe me when I declare, that fenfible of the un- 
certainty of all human evidence, I jlhall not unwillingly re- 
traft, where I have erred without intention ; nor be backward 
to remedy, by a proper recantation, the evils a too hafty judg- 
ment might otherwise occafion. Let me leave my countrymen 
lefs ignorant of their real interefts, and I ihall not anxioufiy fo-r 
Jicit the reputation of infallibility; let me but arrive at truth 
in matters of this importance, and I care not through whajt 
channels I receive her. I fhall neither be ungrateful for the 
affiftancc of the friends of liberty, nor deaf to the informa- 
tion of her enemies. Every hint on fubje&s fo intercfting, 
Ihall receive its due confideration ; and to him who defcrves 
fin anfwcr, it (hall not be refufed. 

After fuch profeflionsof impartiality ; after the many proofs 
of my candour your Grace has already experienced $ you will 
not fear my being hereafter unjuft alone to you. You have 
formed a defign worthy of the peculiarity of your talents. 
Your prudence in the choice of your colleagues has been ex- 
emplary. Your amiable Sovereign feems at length to be blend- 
ed in the poffeflion of what he hath fo long in vain required 5 
fervants whofe patriotifm his meafures would not offend, whofe 
intrepid villainy their confequences could not difcourage. 
While the court, that den of flavery, rings with eulogiums 
on mim/lerial firmnefs^ think not that Junius is blinded to 
your merits. Think not that he wjll ever deny a plaudit to 
the qualifications that have raifed you to the place you hold 
in the confidence of the Sovereign, and the eftiem of the peo- 
ple — to that amazing ftrength of underftandingthat hath ren- 
dered you too well acquainted with the commands of reafon 
ever by mi (lake to act according to her Relates ; too knowing 
in the paths of virtue, ever to blunder into the right^-to that 
exquifite policy that hath hitherto preferved you from fhame 
and deftruclion ; that hath fliewn you at once too ferioufly 
deteftable to be laughed at, and too deteftably ridiculous to 
be dctefted,T-The fabulous legends of pious anchorites pretend 
l>ot to an unremitted obfervance of the duties of religion ; you 
fc alone^can boaft an unerring continuance in the paths of infamy, 
\ No fi&tary virtue hath fuUied the glories of your caieer v «or 
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Itatb yoiir anxibtw attention to the ruirr of your country evrf 
known an intermiffion. Greatnefs like this will not lofe its . 
reward. England will hereafter triumph in having produce*! 
the£rft of villains ; and St. North, St. Sandwich, St. Mans- 
field, and St. Grafton, cannot fail of canonization, from 
every votary of the infernal deity their actions evidently 
Worfhip. 

From the London Packet, Dec. 13. JUNIUS. 

jfri authentic Account of the Trial of the Caufes httween the Duke of 
Portland* and Sir James Lowther f on Tuefday, Nov. 20. 

A FTER the council was drawn up ten deep on each fide* 
J[\. and the judges feated in their robes, and the fpecial jury 
.from Cumberland impaneled, and the mufty rolls of parch- 
ment fcattered round the court from all the offices in the 
kingdom, Mr. Wedderburn opened a Ihort cafe for Sir James 
Lowther, in the caufe of the foreft of Inglewood, mewing, 
that the Foreft of Inglewood and the Honor of Penrith had 
been held a* feparate and diftimSfc manors from the carl ieft 
times down to the grant to the Earl of Portland by King Wtt- 
• liam, when their feveral rights had been blended together, and 
ever fince enjoyed by the Portland family, under a grant far 
the Honor of Penrith. This he endeavoured to prove, to 
the fatisfa&ion of the learned jury, by a hundred pipe rolls* 
in the moft crabbed Latin that ever grated the ear of man. 
He then called forfome leafes, to prove the defendant inpof- 
fefiion under the Duke of Portland, and fame parole evidence 
that proved the premiffes contended for to be within the Foreft 
of Inglewood: and, laftly, the leafe from the crown to -Sir 
James Lowther, to eftabltfh his right. 

In reading this paper, after all the laid and afore&id funse, 
Jieaths, waftes, fluubs, waterways, rights, members, appur- 
tenances, courts, royalties, regalities, &c. &c. they came i» ' 
the words thirteen (hillings and four-pence" as trie referved 
rent to the crown. At which words the judges ftarted inftan- 
*aneoufly, as if (truck with an ele&rrcal (hock, declaring the 
leafe was contrary to the civil lift a£t of the firft of Queen 
Anne, which enacts, that in all leafes from the crown there 
(hall be referved the antient or moft ufual rent, the rent pajd 
for twenty years back, a reafonable rent, or one third of the 
dear annual profit, none of which were fulfilled by thirteen 
/hillings and four-pence. The objection leemed to be total- 
ly new to the council for Sir James L wther, who appeared 
- $p bfruwc ft°cke4 than, even ^bejiudges thcmleJves, The 
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Court gave them an hour to recover theft fenfcs, and confult 
together. In the mean while, the folemn expectations of 
the audience were changed to a ridiculous laughter. The 
jurymen dined in court to the (atisfa&ion of the fpe&atowj 
while Mr. Woodhoufe, the Duke of Portland's attorney, wittt 
agility of a waiter, feifveoV up the repaft. When the fatal 
clock had founded the hour, Sir James Lowther's council 
returned in a train like a mourning procefnon from the Abbey; 
fhey endeavoured to mutter for^h fuch arguments as nobody 
would then liften to, alledging, *« that one third of the pro- 
fits was referved to the crown by covenants in the leafe. 
That this was the only mode of complying with the intent of 
(the law, where the rent was fluctuating or uncertain, and could 
not be afcertained, as was the cafe of courts and royalties. 
That the refervation intended by the law was to be taken in a 
liberal fenfe, # the fecuring fuch and Aich profits to the crown 
without cftabliihing, by a narrowed conftru£tion, fuch princi- 
ples as muft defeat the execution of the a&. That with regard - 

. to the rent for the lair, twenty years, the fum referved was many 
millions of times more than that, which indeed had been no* 
thing. That with refpe& to a reafonable rent, there was hardly a > 
nan in court, when he beheld the council, briers, proceedings 
and pipe rolls, and calculated the charges they muft havecoft 
S ( ir James Lowther, for recovering the eftate for the Crown 
aiter the expiration of three lives, who would not think, that 
including thefe circumftances, thirteen and four- pence was 
as much as Sir James Lowther ought to pay. That refpecV- 
ing the anticnt rent, there was no evidence on the rolls to 
Ihew that the royalties and courts have ever ftood in feparate 

* charge," — But the Judge, without a reply, ordered the 
cryer to roar aloud for John Dent, who making no anfwer* 
was nonCuited, 

Thus, to the honor of the laws of this country* the civil 
lift aft, which was made to protect the property of the Crown, 
for the benefit of the Public, was the means of depriving the 
Public for ever of the benefit of a large eftate which had been 
ufurped from it : and the fame acl which had been made, in 
confluence of the exorbitant grants to the firft Earl of Port- 
land, was now the means of confirming his ufurpations to his 
pofterity. 

The day following the caufc for the foccage Manor of Car- 
. Jifla came on to be tried. It was opened by Mr. Wedder^ 
burne with great elegance and force, feemmg to rife on bis 
former defeat and his retreat to the cattle. He faid that it 
. bad been given out by t&c other fide to cove* the weaknefs*of 
r theif 
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their caufe under popular clamour, that his client had chofe 
this fpot to try the queftion upon, from fome particular cirv- 
cum fiances which might render the po Hellion of the Duke of 
Portland doubtful. That he declaimed every fubterfuge of 
that kind : that he admitted and allowed the Duke of Port- 
land in pofll-flion : that he wiwed to try the fair merits of the 
queftion, What right his Grace had to fuch pofteffion ? which 
had been much mifreprelented to the world. He boldly avert- 
ed that the title of the Duke of Portland was fo faulty in every 
jprefpec^ and his ufurpation fo late as the year twenty-nine* 
without a colour of right, and that no modern conveyance* 
'would have depended on it between man and man, much lefs 
.againft the rights of the public which had ever been held Ol- 
cred. That the pity and companion which had been cal- 
led forth on this occafion was wholly unmerited, and could 
only arife from the perfonal qualifications of the noble .Duke, 
ibrgettine the ctrcumftances of his predeceflbrs. — That the 
queftion before the court was not that of a perfon Who had 
jiaid a valuable confideratioh for property, bu$ that of a fami- 
ly who after having received the molt unbounded grants from 
"Ling William in perpetuity over half the counties of Eng- 
lar^r than had been l?eftowed on a fubjecl, had likewiic 
1 large poflcflions an,d even the demefne lands of the 
crown of England, without any juft pretence whatr 
Kr. That he undertook to prove from the earlieft period 
. pur records in the northe#i counties, that the .C^le an4 
llanor of Carlifle had been; jn ; the pofleffion of the crowny 
jmd regularly continued till the year 1729, when the Duke 
£jf Portland under the colour of his Grant, of tne honour of 




Penrith had* got pofTeffion.— Tfot fo far from the honour or 
JManor of Penrith conveying the Caftle and Manor of-Carlifle* 
Jthat he would fhow they had ever been held by feparate grants 
itven poflefledby the fame perfons.' ... , , . 

: Mr. Weddcrburne then called his evidence^ which chiefly 
^conlifted of ancient records, dry, tedious and unentertaining 
3n the reading ; all parties were now bufily employed endea,- 
tvouring to catch at every doubtful word or entry. But at laft 



on the Friday following at eleven o'clock in the morning Mr* 
Wedderburne complcatcd his proofs. 
Then began the war of tongues. 
. The council for the Duke of Portjand refted 
holly ott the defects in Sir James Lowther's leafe. Thef 
obferyed that 50!. the refcrved rent in the leafe was not 
iesnt or irnoft ufual rent, or any rent within the Civil 
—That the leafe to the E<ui of Cumberland it is 

true 
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true referved $ol. rent, and that all the leafes from 'Queen 
Henrietta Maria and Queen Catherine ftated that fum. But 
the learned gentlemen obferved, that the Earl of Cumberland 
had the Caftle in his leafe which Sir James* Lowther had not, 
that therefore the premifes could not be the fame* That Sir 
James Lowther had mine? included in his leafe, which the 
Earl of Cumberland had not.— That altho* it was true there 
were no mines open on the premifes yet they might be found 
In the courfe of the three lives or thirty years. That befides 
trees were both granted and excepted in Sir James Lowther's 
kafe, which was not the cafe in the Earl of Cumberland's, 
and though it was alfo true that therfe was not a tree on the 
whole premifes, yet they likewife might grow up in the time 
of the leafe, as the life of a man in the eye of the law was 4 
thoufand years. 

Mr.Wedderburn anfwered thefe objections by (hewing that 
Sir James Lowther's leafe could not be deemed difcordant to the 
*ivtl lift a£, by containing a lefs quantity of the fame premifetf, 
and paying an equal rent as the antient lefTor.—That with ref* 
peel to mines, as there were none on the premifes, there could 
be no rational difpute about them.— But he was well informed 
that the ftrft lawyer that ever fat in Weftminfter-hall (hinting 
Lord Hardwick) had givert his' Opinion that mines were not 
included wkhin the poffible meaning of the civil lift act, more 
cfpecially when unopened; fince they could be fubjed to no 
rational Calculation whereby to fix the rent to be referved* 
That all leafesr of mines from the crown had, ever fi nee paf. 
ling the ac"t, been let under covenant in the leafe to account 
for certain profits as were the terms under which Sir James 
Lowther held, with a condition of forfeiting the leafe in cafe 
of failure.— -That fuch was the bed and only method of fe- 
curiog the yite^eft of the public on fuch property as afforded 
no method of calculation, to as to comply with the exa& word* 
of the Ci-vif Lift act. That in cafe the judges determined 
otherwifr, fuch a decifton would fet half the property of thfc 
kingdom, held under leafes from the Crown, afloat. That 
all trees being fully excepted in the leafe, and no trees being 
on the premises j the anfwer was compleat. The judged 
declared their opinions egainft all other parts of the excepti- 
ons, except one, but referved this point, namely, the mines 
'for a fpecial verdict. The council for the D. of P. then pro* 
ceeded to ftate another objection to Sir J. LoWther's leafe, bV 
fobwing he had not fet forth the value of the premifes in his 
petition, neither the other leafes he had received from the 
crown, fcotk which were required by the firft of Henry IVth. 
#f-Mr. Wedderburn replied, to the fatisfa&ion of the court, 

that 
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that this ftatutcjsnotobfolpte, was virtually repealed by^hefirft 
of Queen Anne. That Sir James Lowther had a&ually fet forth 
in his petition that the lands in queftion had been ufurped, 
and were then of no value to the crown which was undoubt- 
edly the fa&, that the report of the Surveyor General which 
was refufed to be read, though united to the petition fet forth 
the expence Sir James Lowther muft be at in recovering the^ 
lands in queftion for the crown which had been fully corifider- 
ed at the time of granting the leafe, nor could any man fay 
the King had been deceived. ^ 

All the judges gave a clear and decided opinipn agaihft the 
objections arihng on the ftatute of Henry IVth.— The laft ob- 
jection was concerning a Tubfifting term of two years, to 
which, though enforced by the engaging eloquence of" Mr. 2 
t>unning, nobody would give any attention, as it feems the 
cafe, after having been toned to and fro in the fea of legal 
uncertainty, had lately been determined in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas', namely, That a term where the truft had been " 
fatisfied could not be fet up to defeat the title of the owner. 

■ Upon all thefe points, without pretending to (how any 
title, except pofTeflion, the council for the Duke of Portland 
refteJ their defence. 

The court directed a fpecial verdi&. The lawyers wrang- 
led twO hours in fettling of it. It was at laft agreed as fol- 
lows : 

The JtfRV find, 

AS to all the premifes comprifed in the declaration, except 
two acres and a {table with a piece of ground thereto adjoining; 
containing one rood, in the pofleflion of the defendant Jack-' 
fon, Not Guilty. That King James, in right of the crown, 
Was feized of and demifed the premifes contained in the leafe 
to the Earl of Cumberland, at the time of making that *lcafe. 
That King George the Third, in right of the crown, was 
feized of and demifed the premifes contained in the leafe to Sir 
James Lowther at the time of making that leafe. 

That the premifes in the pofleffion of Jack fon arc parcel 
of thofe premifes. 

Find both the deeds prout. That 50I. was the antient 
rent contained in the Earl of Cumberland's leafe, except as 
is therein excepted. That 50I. was under the third par? of 
the clear annually value of the premifes contained in the leafe 
to Sir James Lowther, at the time of granting fuch leafe. 

The petition for Sir. James Lowther' s leafe prout, and that 
his leafe was made in confequencc of that petition,, 

« 
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That at. the time Sir James Lowther prefented fucli petl* 
tiqn, Sir James Lowther had a demifb of the foreft of Enner-% 
dale. 

Mr. Wedderburn and the Attorney- General figned the 
paper, then the Attorney- General tore off his name.r— Mr* 
Dunning declared he would never fign it, and gave the 
other party a challenge to meet to morrow at eleven, to fet- 
tie the difpute. The old Chief Baron quite worn out, rofe 
up in fome emotion and declared the paper was the verdi& 
of the Jury ; and ordered the clerk to enter it up accordingly. 
Upon which his Lord £hip walked out of court, followed by 
his train-bearer, nor were the Jury long behind it, being by 
this time eleven at night, and the fuit in fuch a favourable 
train, that the bar may reafonably expect a three years crop 
will yet be taken by the lawyers on both fides, before a final 
decifion can poilibly be obtained, 

— ' . ' v ■ — 1 -- ■ ■ . . ... -, v , i .» , , 1 , , i . . .. i 
Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. 

ON Wednefday (Nov. 13,) the Houfe refblved itfelf 
into a committee of accounts, Mr. Lill being chair- 
man. Sundry motions were made by-Mr. Barry, Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Wood, and Sir William Mayne, for ordering the pro* 
per officers to lay before the committee, fome very neceflary 
papers and accounts, among which were a lift of the licenfes 

- granted by the Chief Governor, or Governors of Ireland, tof 
penfioners to be abfent. An account from the Quarter* 
trjafter- general of the particulars of the expenditure of a fum> 
exceeding feven thoufand pounds, charged to the account 
of furnifhing lodgings to the troops, and (tabling for their 
horfes ; alfo, the particular fums ifTued by the Vice Trea- 
furer, or his deputy, under the head of Canc&rdatunu—* 
This was obferved to be the more neceflary, as by his Ma- 
jetty's inftru&ions, if any money was ifTued on that head, 
beyond a ftipulated fum, or without proper authority by 
King's letters, the Lord Lieutenant, or fuch of the Privy 
Council who iigned the order for fuch payment, were to 
have the money fo ifTued flopped out of their refpe&ive fala- 
ries. And it waahelieved that there would appear a defalca- 
tion of 31,0001. which had been ifTued contrary to thofe 
jnftru&ions. 

Thefe motions were agreed to, though fome of the cour- 
tiers laboured hard to prevent that relating to the Quarter- 
mailer- general, under pretence that it could not be got ready 
m lefs than a fortnight. But Sir Williani Mayne foon re- 
moved 
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moved that objection, by faying, he did not doubt but th$ 
Quarter-mafter-gerreral kept regular books and entries of all 
money by him paid or expended; and that he would him- 
fcif take the trouble of copying out the accounts, that public; 
• bufinefs might not be delayed. 

A little before five o'clock the committee adjourned, and 
the fpeaker re fumed the chair, but the houfe did not fit 
Jong. The majority feemed very anxious to get away, 
which Sir William Mayne perceiving, faid, he would not 
then detain them, though he had fome very important mo* 
tions to make, which he would therefore defer till the next 
day ; adding, that he had been well informed, that certain 
cotnmijfions had been made out, and' were now kept fecret in thii 
kingdom* in ujhiph were fomt names, that t when known* would 
make Ireland tremble. 

The Houfe then adjourned at about half paft five o'clock. 

On Wednefday, as foon as the Speaker took the chair. 
Sir William Mayne moved, " that as he had been informed 
44 that the Quarter- m after-general was not the proper officer 
•* to lay before the Houfe the Accounts he had moved for 
** the Jay before, concerning the expenditure of fevert thou-* 
•* (and pounds, as mentioned above, that the faid Ordet 
46 might be difmifled, and a frefh Order made for the proper 
u Officer to bring in tie faid Account,*' which patted *iri 
the affirmative. 

* He then moved, M that the proper Officer* do lay before* 

* the Houfe the number of efreftive men, commiffion and 
44 non-commrfitoned Officers on the military eftablifhment 
44 at the concluding of the laft peace j and alfo at. Lady- 
" Day, ijli" which was agreed to. 

It was alfo moved, w That an Account of the Expence* 
44 incurred by Government in carrying on Crown Profecu- 
44 tions from the firft of Auguft, 1767, to the firft of Nov. 
iC 1771, inclufive, he laid before the Houfe," this alfo was 
1 agreed to. 

Some private Petitions were then received, read, and re* 
ferred to feparate Committees, and then the Order of Nov. 
9, was read, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, to confider on the heads of a Bill to 
prevent Delays of Juflice by Reafon of Privilege of Parliament ; . 
and accordingly the Speaker lert the Chair, and the Commit- 
tee fat, Mr. Le Hunte being Chairman, and made fome 
progrefs in that bill." V 

Laft Frio\ay, the fitting was taken up in committees, in- 
fpeSing public accounts, and examining Collectors of the 

F 2, revenue 
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jevenue at the table of the Houfe, Nothing pafled re- 
tnarkable, but the obje&ion Mr. Anthony Malonemade to 
the calling for fo many papers, and looking fo minutely 
jnto fo many articles j this, he faid, only delayed bufinefs % 
for to do the whole accurately would take up twenty years. 
He was .an(wered, that if it would take up a thou [and y it 
was neceflary that as much mould be done as time would 
permit, that the nation might be fausfied. their reprefenutives 
did their, duty. , 

•The former part of the fittings on Saturday was employed 
}n receiving petitions* and giving leave for heads of bills to) 
be brought in. In which bufinefs. nothing occurred but 
rnatters of form, except in one cafe j the Houfe was moved 
to give leave to bring in heads of " A bill for exempting 
" fuch wafte and unprofitable lands as may be hereafter cul- 
<c tivated, from taxes for a certain ternC* Col. Burton 
moved, to add after the word from, the words iythes and* 
This produced a debate ; the friends of the Clergy were 
alarmed at the . propofal, that any ground. mould be cult U 
yated and rendered ufeful, without the Clergy reaping an 
immediate benefit. . , The Proyoft an,d Mr. Scot fpoke fire** 
puoufly againft the amendment. The friends of the bill 
{hewed that many people were deterred from cultivating their 
wafte grounds, from their being immediately liable to tythes, 
and taxes* before the improver had received any advantage. 
Whereas* if they had an exemption for feven years, it would 
produce more tythes and taxes than they could do, without 
fbme fuch encouragement, i IJowever, the motion was 
withdrawn, till a more unexceptionable title could be. 
framed, and then, it will be again moved for. - 

The capital bufinefs of the day then began. Mr. Flood 
acquainted the houfe, he had certain information, that the 
. Jaw officers of the crown had been advifed with, in regard to 
the legality, and that the Miniitry in England had been, 
'applied to, apd, he believed the commiffions were made out 
for an addition of five more commiflioners* of the revenue. 
That the cuftoms and excife were to be divided into two 
C 1 i ft in& boards, the former to have feven commiflioners, 
and the latter to have five, . Trut fuch a new arrangement 
would be very deftruttive to this nation, as it would not 
only increafe the expences thereof, 50,600!. every y^ar, for 
the falaries of the new commiflioners, the new officers under 
them, and building a new houfe for their reficence, and a 
new office to trantac't bufinefs in; but it would be of grea.t 
jiurt tQ trade, by obliging merchants to pay doutye fees, 
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•nd go to two offices to do that bufinefs, which they now da 
with eafe and difpatch at one. He railed upon the law 
officers, and the gentlemen of the Minifterial Bench, to con- 
tradict him if he was wrong, in faying fuch a ftep was in 
agitation j if they did not, he fhould take their filence for 
an avowal. They were fileht; they anfwered notoneword* 
and then he went on, and' concluded with moving the Houfc 
to come to a refolution to this purport, 4 c That it appears to 
** this Houfc, that '/even cdmmiflioners of 'the revenue arc 
€i fuffictent to tranfact the bulinefs thereof." 

Sir William Mayne fecondea" the motion of his honourable 
friend, and fhewed the impropriety and wanton cruelty of 
burthening the. nation with the expence of new offices and 
tinnecefTary'bfficers, at a time when it was groaning under a 
heavy debt, and little likely to be able to pay any of it. He 
f id, he fhould not be quite fo tender as his friend, but 
would fbeak the truth, however difagreeable it might be to 
the gentlemen on the other fide of thehoufe. That he was 
allured a regular plan was laid down for enflaving this nation ; 
that new Offices were created to keep men firm to the court 
. intereft, by expectation of enjoying thofe places ; that he did 
not doubt but each commiffion had been promifed to five or 
fix different gentlemen $ but that he was certain the defiga 
was, after they had augmented the board, then to garble ir> 
and put in a number of Engliihmen feht from the other fide 
©f the water to be checks over the reft, and fpies on the 
conduct of this country. That in order that it might not 
fecm an innovation to introduce a number of men from Great 
Britain to our revenue board, one was to be appointed in the 
firft corruniflion, and that one was no other than the deteft- 
able Sir Francis Bernard, late Governor of New-England t 
whofe ignominious behaviour, arid arbitrary tyrannic pro- 
ceedings there, well nigh loft the af7e£iions of our American 
fellow fubjecls, .and thereby hath rendered him a fit tool to 
fetter the people, of Ireland. 

He added, that he was well informed that it was the inten- 
tion of government, to prorogue the parliament as fi»on as it 
had paikd the bill of fupplies. For as defpicable as the 
oppoiition might be thought by fome people, it was ftill for- 
midable enough to the Britifh Miniftry, who dare not meet 
the Briti fh Parliament, while fuch an oppofition fubfifts in 
that of Ireland ; for which reafon the Briiifh Parliament is 
riot to meet till the 21ft of next January, by which time 
government. thinks to do all its bufinejs here, and prorogue 
$bis Parliament, 

Mr. 
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"Mr, John Boarke, jun. having by this time revived htm 
fhftru&ions from the Minifteria] Bench, whipped over to the 
other fide and moved an amendment, and after the word? 
Refolved that % be added 'thefe words, from tht Jlron^gejl rwV 
dence, with which amendment he faid, he did not doubt but 
the whole, motion would pafs in the negative, as he did not 
find any evidence had been given to prove that feven com mi f- 
fioners were fufHcient. 

He was then answered by Mh Barry, and Mr* Kearney, 
that the greateft evidence had been actually given that Seven 
Commiffioners were fufficient, fince the bufinefs of the Reve- 
nue had been tranfafted by Five for many years* Two con* 
itantly refiding in Englana. As a proof of this, the cleric 
was ordered to read a resolution upon their Journals, foun- 
ded on the report of a Committee which had been appointed 
to enquire into the conduct of the Revenue Board, when 
Mr. Ponfonby was at the head thereof j the refult of which 
was, that the Houfe refolved that the Commiffioners ha4 
executed their office^ with honour to themfehes and advantage tor 
. the nation. Since then Five Commiffioners had done the 
bufinefs to the advantage of the nation, it was plain that 
Seven were fully {uificient for that purpofe. 

Mr. Power, Council to the Commiflioners, then thought 
It high time to fay fomething to ehfure his placfe to the new 
Board. He began indeed in a high ftrain, comparing the 
prefent debate to one in a Robin Hood Society, for which 
ie was called to order, and then endeavoured to fliuiHe a^way 
his words, faying, he had only faid another Society, He 
mentioned two acts of King Charles II. which ena&ed, that 
the Commiuioners of Excil'e fhould never be more in num<* 
ber than Five, nor the Commiflioners of Cuftoms lefs thai* 
Five nor more than Seven. Hence he inferred, that ten at 
lead were neceflary, and endeavoured . to chicane the Houfe 
into an oppofitiqn to the motion. 

Mr. Montgomery, Sir Charles Bingham, Mr. Brownnow, 
Mr, Cramer, Mr. Gorges, Sir Lucius O'Brien, and Sir 
Tames Cotter, all fpoke with great eloquence and fpirit, de-> 
fended the original motion, and corroborated what had been) 
advanced by Mr. Flood, and Sir William Mayne. 

Mr. Solicitor General then arofe, and in a fmooth, plau-* 
fible manner, drove to defend the deftrudivc meafure. He 
faid, he was never confulied about it, but was clear as to, 
the legality of it, as by the two a&s now fubfifting, thp 
King had a right to appoint twelve Ccmriiijfwners 9 and thaC 
the agreeing to the motion weuld be to infringe upon the* 

XT • » 
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king's prerogative, which is to appoint what officers h* 
rdeafes j it would therefore be better, he faid, to avoid inters 
meddling with the royal prerogative, and if fuch a meal u re 
fhould be adopted (of the expediency of which he would 
not pretend to judge) then fuch a Bill might be brought in in> 
Ireland as they have in England, to prevent Commidiones^ 
of Excife or Cuftoms from having a feat in the Houfe. Yefc 
he could not help thinking that an increafe of Commifltonera 
would be' of fervicc to the Revenue $ for it would caufe tha 
Revenue to be much greater than it is, as it is not fo well 
collected as it might be> and called upon Mr. Ponfonby to 
confirm what he faid* 

Colonel Brown, to {hew his great fkill in commercial 
affairs, fpoke again ft the motion. Mr. Fortefcue fpokc 
alfo, but whether for or agamtf it, was not very eafy to bo 
gathered from his fpeech. 

Mr. Ponfonby then repfied to Mr. Solicitor General, that 
from his own long experience at the Revenue Board, he* 
was enabled to declare upon his honour, that he did not fee- 
any neceffity for more CommifEoners, or that the Revenue^ . 
could be better collected if there were fifty than with only , 
five. ,'\ 

The Patriots replied, and would have doubtlefs convinced 
all who were either capable. of convi&ion, or who were not' 
biafled by court favours, or expectation of them. The- 
Courtiers anfwered the reafons of the Patriots by the firfiV 
rule of Arithmetic, Numeratton y and left them the fole fttis- 
fa&ion of having done their duty, though i$ was not crowned 
with fuccefs. 

The Committee of Accounts fat, and made a further 
progrefs in the public accounts of the nation. But in exa- 
mining of them there appeared a mod extraordinary circum-. 
ftance. A law now exifts, fubje&ing all Absentees on the 
Penfion Lift to a tax of four (hillings in the pound on tho\ 
whole amount of their refpeftive petitions. Yet notwith-r 
Handing this a& palled with the concurrence of both Houfea 
of Parliament, and received the Royal Aflent, his Majefty's 
Letters came over for reimburfing five perfons the whole 
fums that had been flopped in obedience to the above A&. 
Nay, though the very appropriation of the faid tax was par- . 
ticularly mentioned. Such a violation of the Law, which- 
by levying money without authority of Parliament, put it 
upon the level with the famous cafe o[ fhip-money, could 
not efcape the notice of the Lynx-eyed Patriots ; the letters 
were called for, and after much chicanery and endeavours to 

fuppreft 
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fupprefs£hem,Jhey were produced, and one of thctfl, Ttla^ 
five to Prince Ferdinand, was read. 

Another extraordinary affair was brought to light; nd 
lefs than an endeavour to lump the arrear contracted by 
Government, together with the rounded deb ty all under the 
general head of the National Debt ; for fo it appeared upori 
reading the Report of the Chairman of the Committee, as it 
was prepared to be made to the Houfe. But Mr. Crarrie? 
and Mr. Hufl'ey detected the artifice ; and when Mf. Antho- 
ny Malone was for letting it go, and that the Parliament 
might be left to their choice, whether or hot it would pro- 
tide for the -arrear, Mr. Hulley well remarked, that that 
was a proceeding ju$ like a man who Would acknowledge he* 
was ten thoufand pound? in debt to andther, but that he 
would choofe whether he would pay more* than Juf. The fuma 
were ordered to be divided. ■ ' 

proceedings on Tuefday,' Nov. 19. 

The former part or' the day, and even till near five o* 
clock, the Houfe was employed in receiving Petitions, re- 
ferring them to Committees, and giving leave for bringing in 
heads of Bills, accounts of which will be better given to 
our Readers when they are brought in. At length, Mr* 
Brownlow recited the refolution agreed to on Saturday laft 
concerning the CommirTioners of the Revenue, and moved, 
c * that the whole Houfe, with the Speaker at their head* 
« fhould go to the Lord Lieutenant, and lay that Refolution 
«* before him, as the joint opinion of the Houfe." 

Upon this Sir George Macartney faid, that he was fllent 
in the debate on Jaft Saturday, becaufe he was not properly 
informed ; but now he was authorifed to acquaint the Houfe, 
that his Majcfty had thought proper to divide the Revenue 
Board into two Boards, and that the King's* Letters had' 
come over, appointing twelve Commiflioncrs. 

The fears of the Patriots were now confirmed, and their 
ajjprehenfions verified. A debate arofe upon the motion, 
which though it was carried on for a long time, and by many 
fpeakers, were chitfly repetitions of the arguments on both 
fides which had been ufed on Saturday j only indeed the 
Courtiers talked more confidently than before. Sir George 
Macartney, the Attorney General, Mr. Prime Serjeant, Mr # 
Foitefcue, Mr. Malone, Mr. MonckMafon, and Mr. Scott, 
were the chief Speakers on one fide; and Mr, Brownlow, 
Col. Burton, Sir James Cotter, Counfellor Dennis, Mr. 
Ponfonby, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Flood, and Sir William 
Mayne, on the other, 

4 - ' Mr, 
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Mr. Prime Serjeant was very elaborate in his defence both 
©F the legality and the propriety of the meafure. He faid$ 
it was part or the King s undoubted prerogative to appoint 
to all Commiffions 5 and as what he had done was iiridtly 
legal, it would be the htgheft infult to his Majefty, to carry 
up to his Vice-Roy any Resolution againft a meafure which 
bis Majefty had adopted upon long and mature deliberation, 
especially as this ftep would be very hafty. The Houfe 
furely would not* in a few hours, without proper lights, 
. determine ort what the King had confidered for a long time*, 
The Relplution of Saturday was pertinent, becaufe it was 
unknown whether the meafure would take place* but now it 
was too late to condemn it. If indeed Gentlemen did think 
it wrong, that was fufficient ground to enter into a difcuflion 
in a Committee of the whole Houfe, and call for merchants 
before them, that every thing might be maturely examined 
into, before any Resolution was made* 

This Scheme to delay the further examination^ was fpeed- 
ily detected by feveral worthy Members. At length, Mr* 
Flood fpoke to this pufpofe : 
Mr. Speaker, 

It is really furprifing to fee the inconfiftency, of fome 
Gentlemen. When we were ' on this fubjecl: laft Saturday, 
We were told that it was too foon to determine-*-'** were pre- 
mature \ now when only two days have intervened, we are 
told // is too /ate , the bufmefs is done, and we muft abide bf 
it.-^It will be difrefpe&ful to his Majefty if we lay our latfc 
Resolution before his Reprefentative. Now> Sir» let me tell 
thofc Gentlemen, it is not too late. The King's Letters 
are indeed come over, but the Great Seal is not yet put to 
the- Commiffions. — If we delay till that is done, we may in- 
deed be told it is too late. The King's Letters are doubtlefs 
conditional, and according to the advice he has received from 
his Mini iters, and the application that has been made to him 
from hence. Therefore, it is now more reSpectful to him to 
tell him he is going to take a wrong ftep, than to tell him, 
by and by, that he has done fo. It is our duty, as part of 
the Grand Council of the Nation* to inform him when he 
has been milinformed. He, doubtlefs, fuppofes, and has 
very probably been told, that this meafure is agreeable *> 
his Subjtfcls of Ireland, but it is our duty to tell him it i3 
not agreeable. To fay to him, your Englifh Minifters, 
(who know nothing about us but by information) have ad- 
vifed your Majefty to take this ftep, but your Houfe of Com- 
mons of Ireland ''who muft know beft) advife your Majefty 
Pol. Reg, Vol. X. O not 
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not to take it, fpr it will .be very difagreca]>Ie, detrimental fa, 
Trade, and tend to the kflening your ^lajefly's Revenue. 
That it will occafion an cxpcnce jiv^cji we are ^pj able to 
bear, in the drained, ruined condition Jo which we are re- 
duced. This, it is proper, we i^Lould tell t}ic Jying; and, 
no doubt, upon fuch reD,refe,iuatiqn> \\<z will withdraw his, 
orders. Besides, Sir, thpugb the If ing s Letters are come,, 
it is the Lord Lieutenant .who is \o appoint to the(c Goai- 
miffiqns. Is it not highly proper^ by laying o^ur. Resolution* 
before hi m, to le-t h,^Di knc\w it \vilf be difagrceatye to this- 
Houfe, if he proceeds any further in this bufmefs ? And, 
thofe Gentlemen who votc^ fqr that Refolution lajl Satur- 
day, will a& very incp^fiftewUy,, if trjey 4o not vote fat 
tthis now before us. If I am npt , mi/take n, . from the lift of 
tjie intended Commi&oners, it appea/s thajt eleven of them 
are members of this Houfe. I therefore, intr^at thpfe Gen- 
tlemen, upon this occafion, tQ praftife an b#a#§: fcif-denjai* 
and vote fox tljis. Relolutipjj. Let tjiem lay r^t ji h/iidb on 
their hearts, and fay to themfelves, 45 ] did fojicU for thi$ 
place, it is true, but I did not fee the affair in that heinous 
Ji-h t 1 in which it now appears. , I now fee it is defkr.u£Uve 
to the reaj injcrefts of my country, it will be, ruinous to- 
Ireland, and, if I lt W >1! tnajce me be ioojced upon 

as one, who, for his private i ntjere (I, facrjhce* thofe of a 
whole nation. No 5 I'll vote for this Refolution* that they 
never may be made out," This will be honourable to them y 7 
and they have an opportunity now to {hew their diiintereft- 
cdnefs." 

Mr. Monck Mafon, whp looked on himfclf as one hinted 
at, owned he was one of the intended Commissioners, but it 
would be of little more profit than . the place he then enjoy- 
ed. He attempted to prove that it would not be foexpemive 
a meafure as had been fuggefted \ and began; to read fome 
calculations he had made, Such a coughing, hemming, and. 
calling for the queftion fucceeded, that no one could hear a 
word that he faid. He ftill .continued in fpite of every token 
of difapprobation, will) an intrepidity^ which his enemies 
would naturally call impudence - 9 'till alter talking near twenty 
minutes, he fat down. 

At length, after a debate which rafted from a.tjAparter be- 
fore five. till a quarter before one, the Houic divided on the 
motion, when it was tamed by the country fide by a majo- 
rity of twenty- two. The members for Mr, Brownlow's mo-, 
tion, beirig one hundred and twenty-thtec j and againft it» 
one hundred and one. 
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Proceedings on Wedriefday. 
When the Houfe met, it Was moved to attend his Excel- 
lency dire&ly Vith the rcfolutfoti Of the preceetHng day, and 
y was carried in" the affirmative. Many Gentlemen ieetr.ed 
very eager to go up with it, and particularly Mr. Ogle, who 
wiflied; they ' might go white it was. day-light, " that he 
might fee the Lord Lieutenant's couriteriahce, while the re- 
Julutions. were reading td'hlm.*' 

They were, however, obliged to wait till the Speaker 
could fend, for his robes of ftkte; and then they fat out, and 
came to' the Cadre betweeW flVe and fix o'clock ; one hun- 
j. dred and' fifty- four mernlfcfs attending. 

Proceedings on tturfday, Nov. 21. 
Thcmiife being mef, the Speaker reported, that in pur- 
fuance of a refolution of the Houfe on Tuefday night, the 
Houfe had, on YVednefclaye veiling, waited on his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, to lay before him the refolution of laft 
Saturday, and that his Excellency was pleafed to anfwer, 
that " the King's Letters had come over, to order commif- 
(ions to be made out for feven Commiflioners of Cutrom*, 
and five Cdmmifrioners Of Excife, but that fince the Houfe 
- of Commons had entered into that refolution, he thought it 
"was his doty to report the opinion of the Commons to his 
Majefty." 

It was then moved, that the Committee of Supplies fhould 
fit, which was agreed to after a fhort debate ; and the Right 
Honourable Anthony Malone took the chair : the titles of . 
fome' papers were read ; arid alfo fome of them at length ; 
but as the greateil: part of the members had left the Houfe 
on the Speaker's leaving the chair, it-was thought proper to 
adjourn the Committee; 

The Speaker then refumed the chair, and leave was given 
to bring in heads of a Bill, more effe&ually to prevent the 
fteeping of flax in running water ; and then the Houfe ad- 
journed." 

Friday, Nov. 22. When the Houfe met, it was moved 
that they (hould go into a committe of lupplics; but before 
the queftion could be put, a motion was made, that it be an 
inftru&ion to the committee, not to provide for thole pen- 
fions which feemed to them to be mojl buitheufome or unne- . 
ceflary. This motion produced a great debate. The court 
.party oppofed it, "as quite needlefs, fince the committe had a 
p.»wer of tUdf to examine, if it pleafed, into any.aiucics of 
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the public account?. To this it was anfwered, that, although 
the committee had undoubtedly fuch a power, it was not 
clear from thence that it would think of exercifing it, un- 
lcfs fuch a duty was impofed on them by an inftruction ; as 
many men have power, to do things which they never 
think of doing, till they are previously put in their heads. 
Mr, Wood moved that the word mofl be expunged, fince he 
thought no penfion whatfoever fhould be provided for which 
appeared to be any. wife burthenfeme or unnecejjary. Mr. Pon- 
fonby obferved that though fume penfions had been defervedly 
beflowed as rewards for eminent public fervices, yet no man 
could fay that was the cafe in many which were on tfye lift; 
and that the names of Jeremiah Dyfon and Lord Camden, 
lhould never be named together, as equally meriting the fame 
penfion. 

Mr. Scot anfwered, that no man could tell the rcafons which 
influenced the King to reward his fervants, and that in, the 
Royal mind, peihaps Mr. Dyfon feemed equally deferving 
with Lord Camden. That, for his part, he could not think 
how it was to be determined which penfions were moft bur^ 
thcnfomc and unneceffary. It would doubtiefs be thought by 
fome that the higheft penfions were the greateft burthens ; 
but which, were moft unmcejfary was the hardeft point to de- 
cide. A poor woman's penfion of forty or fifty pounds a year, 
might be deemed by her highly neceflary to her fupport, and 
yet the bellowing it might not appear neceflary to the com- 
mittee. And indeed the abfolute degree of neceflity could 
never be thoroughly determined unlefs the committee was 
thoroughly informed of the reafons for granting them. 
.' Some members then feemed to doubt the legality of grant- 
ing penfions on this eftablifliment, fince, as they were 
charged on the Hereditary revenue, when that fell too fhort 
to anfwer the abfolute appropriations, and to pay thefe pen- 
fions, the overplus could not be raifed without authority of 
parliament, and therefore' rir.uft neceffarily drop off. 

To this it was anfwered, that the legality of penfions was 
fatisfa&orily afcertained by the adl which laid a tax of four 
fhillings in the pound on all abfent penfioners 5 and by fome 
of the branches of the Revenue being directly exempted from 
having any penfions laid upon them, which allowed that 
they were legally laid upon all t.hofe which were not thus ex-r 
cmptcd. 

The country party ftill perfifted in the motion, and not 
one of the courtiers faid a word againft the expediency of exa-. 

mining 
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mining intb the Penfion lift, but only wanted to in fin u ate 
that the committee had no 7 need to be inftru&ed Tiy the houfc, 
to what they had authority to do without. Sir George Ma- 
cartney gave great honour to the v 'Lord Lieutenant for having 
diminifhed the penfion lift fix thoufand pounds a year fince 
became hither, and laid it was Very hard people were blind 
to this great fervicc, and denied him the merit thereof ; when 
every Chief Governor, for many years paft, had conftautly 
Jeft the penfion lift much heavier than he found it. Sir 
William Mayne replied, that whatever honour was due t£ 
his Excellency, he'niuft fharc that honour with t>eatb % Who 
had very kindly interpofed to' 'eafe tjie 4>ur(hen of Ireland. 
But the main queftion was, whether jf fo many had not died 
off, the Lord Lieutenant would not ftill have laid as . many 
penfions on as he has /done ; which, if Death had not inter- 
vened, would have put him on a level with his predecelTors. 
Till that queftion was fatisfaeWfly anfwered, it was impof- 
fible to afcertain the' quamirm of merit to be afn-j'bed to his 
Excellency, or the proportion of thanks due to him'. 

The courtiers then accufed the country party of efTecling 
flelay ; and, by throwing in thefc bones of contention,' of ob- 
it rtiding the fapplies. Mr. Anthony Malone very gravely; 
folemnly, and de-li-be-rate-ly obferved, that time would not 
allow very nice difquifitions; for if the committee was to be 
obliged to examine minutely into every article of the public 
accounts, and to fcrutinize critically into every penfion ift 
the whole lift, it would not be done in three months time : 
and, for his own part, he would not for the largeft penfion 
in the whole lift, attend to fuch a tedious proceeding; 

Mr. Flood replied, that no artificial delays were made ufe 
of, but that when the nation was almoft ruined, and was 
groaning under an almoft infupportable weight, it was the' 
duty of every member to try every method to lencn : that 
weight. As public advantage ought ever to be more attended 
to than private, he would never grudge any time he beftowed 
in attending in that houfe j and would never put his own 
private concerns in competition with thofe of a whole people. 
If the Right Honourable gentleman's age, infirmities, or any 
thing elfe. made it difagreeable to hrm to attend, yet the na- 
tional buunefs could ftill go on, though that Right Honour- 
able gentleman fliould not be Chairman j and that he could 
not help wondering that thofe gentlemen were unwilling td 
beftow their time for the public good, who were ready to 
do th$ dirty work of any dirty admimflration. 

' Mr. 
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Mr. Flood wa* immediately called to order by Mr. Ma- 
lone. The courtiers now rejoiced, and thought they bad it in 
ibeir power to retaliate the difgrace which had' lately fallen, 
on their friend Waller. Although the difparity was very great 
between the words of Mr, Flood, and thofe exprcfiions of 
Waller, the w .rds were taken, and it was moved that Mr. 
flood fkould either afkparaon of Mr. Mai one, in his place, 
.or be called to the bar. Thequeftion was as frequently put, 
£ad as frequently the decifion was put off by fome member 
rifma to fpeak, till at length, at near nine o'clock, a motion 
ifor adjournment was made, and carried, and the Houfe broke 
up, without coming to any refolutjori on any of the motions 

1 f i ' ' 1 - 

Prwttiingsjin Saturday, Nov.. 23. 
This day was chiefly employed in a committee of fupplics, 
, [Mr. Malone Chairma^], the debates turned on that point 
which we have already mentioned in the proceedings of the 
committee accounts* namely,, whether the arrear of govern- 
ment fhould be joined with, the funded debt, as the debt of 
jthe nation. The Courtiers were for baying them lumped to- 
gether, and then left to the opinion of the Houfe, whether 
they ihould be equally provided for. The country gentle?- 
inen replied, as upon the former occailon, that to acknow- 
ledge a debt, and not .provide for the payment, was unjuft, 
and dimonour able to Parliament* That if the arrear was 
acknowledged, it mail be paid > and fuch acknowledgment 
would encourage government to make what arrears .they 
pleaied, on the confidence that Parliament would provide for 
them, however unjuft, or however burthenfome they might 
prove. It was alfo obferved, that there were above four thou * 
land pounds of the public money ft ill in hand, which, by the 
acknowledgment of Mr. Chaigneau, when he was examined, 
had not been demanded by widows, &c. for whom it was ap- 
propriated, for near five years ; and that gentleman declared, 
that after fuch time was elapfed, feldcwn, any claim was made; 
therefore that ihould be ftruck off the national debt* that yv^ 
might not be obliged to borrow money at intereft from year to 
year, to provide for what would never be demanded, and in- 
crease the fictitious debt. 

Whenever the fictitious debt was mentioned, the courtiers 

put them in mind, that there was alfo a fictitious credit : - 

this was admitted ^ but Mr. Flood defired that both might be 
properly afcertained, and a proper balance ftruck, that no 
more might be provided for than what was actuary and ben* 
yfcfcdue. 

Proceedings 
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Procedings on Monday , A 7 **/. 2$. 
This day was fpent in a Committee of S applies, in whica 
the mod material pafTage was the .debate on the pennon of 
Jeremiah Dy ion. It was urged, that this pennon was very 
. urth<njlme y as it was one thoufand pounds a year ; and it was 
unnectjfaryy as it was beftowed on one who had never been of 
any fervice to this country, whofe chieieit merit confided in a 
pliability to every adminiftration that ex i {led in his tine. 
The Provoft expatiated very largely in Jerry's . praife, and 
Uid, that whenever any motion was made in the British 
Houfe of Commons relative to Ireland, he always took that 
£de of the queftion which was for the advantage of it, and 
particularly in regard to the Linen Manufactory. This eulo- 
gium was replied to by Sir William Mayne, and taken to 
pieces in fo ludicrous a manner, at to excite the laughter of 
the whole houfe. It was often remarked, that. this very pen*, 
r. . ;i was an actual breach of the Royal word, and for that 
/ reafon, if for no other, ought not tp be provided for. At 
-^ length the queftion was put, and on a diviuon, it was carried 
again ft the penuon by a majority of one only : the number 
for the. penuon being 105 ; and again ft it, 106. 

The Houfe afterwards came to the following rcfolution : 
Refolved, That the penfion granted to Jeremiah Dyioa^ 
Eiq; and his three fons, 1 is an unnecciTary charge upon the 
cllablifhment of Ireland, and ought not to be provided for. 

Ordered, That the faid penfion be ftruck oil the lift of 
penfioners, upon the cftablifhment of Ireland. 

Proceedings on Tuefday, Nov. 26. 
This day was taken up in a committee of Supplies, voting 
Grants, Premiums, Bounties, and Rewards to the Officers 
and Servants of the Houfe, and the Clerks who had fur- 
ni/hpd accounts, in confequeucc of orders of the Houfe^ 
*w Mr. Ponfonby moved, that the fum of four thoufand pounds 
ihoujd be granted to the Right Hon. the Speaker, to enabie 
him to fupport the dignity of his office, and it was carried 
unanimoufly. No material debate happened on any of the 
numerous motions, and the Committee broke up. 
I Proceedings on IVcdruj/lay Nov. 27. 

The Houfe received the report or the Committee of Sup- 
plies, which confided of a great number and variety of 
graqts, and the houfe agreed to the greateft part of them 
without debate. Some, at the firifc reading, were postponed 
to be confidcred more maturely after the Ids important w^re ' 
agreed to : and when the Speaker had gone through the 
Whole, the poftponed articles were read. 

When 
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When the ttoufe w,as defired to agree to the debt of tft<? 
nation b^ing as reported from the Committee?, ooool. word 
flfruck dff 'on a- motion of Mr. Flood, who informed the 
Houfe, th&t in the year 1745, a vote of credit pa fled to per- 
mit the borrowing of 70,000!. andfome taxes were appointed 
to pay the intereft and principal. But that no more than 
61000I. being borrowed on that vote, and the whole being 
J>aid off in the year 1753, the remaining 9000I. ought to be 
itrrick off from the alledged Aim total of the national debt* 
This was agreed to. v 

Mr. Flood then moved, that the Hottfc would not allow* 
the fum of 5306I. 13s. 2d* halfpenny, which had been paid 
in confeqtience of the King's letters, as a reimburfement to 
certain penfxonejs of the four {hillings in the pound, whicht 
were detained on their penfions, by authority of an acT of 
parliament for taxing abfentees. This motion produced a 
warm debate 5 Mr. Solicitor General endeavoured to {hew 
that the meafure was both legal and expedient : that the* 
Crown being willing to give to certain peribns, who had de-» 
ferved well of the government* the full fum which had been 
©Hotted to each, did, in that cafe, fuffer'tbe law to take its 
courfe in withholding the tax, and then did order a reim- 
burfement, by his letters, of the fums fo withheld ; by thefe 
♦means both were fatisfied ; the Grown by reciting the law in 
his letters, allowed it its full force ; and thereby ordering a 
reimburfement, kept his Royal word with the penfioneis, by 
giving them their full penfions. 

, Colonel Brown endeavoured to (hew the expediency of 
the meafure from the merits of theperforts concerned. Prince 
Ferdinand had done fuch fervices that his reward ought not 
to be diminifhed ; fo had al fo Admiral Hawke. That in re- 
gard to the Duke and Dutchefs of Athol, they certainly 
•ought to have the full of their penfions, as it was part of the 
•bargain for his allowing the lfle of Man, which was his ■ 
legal property, to be annexed to the Crown ; from whictv 
this country had" derived many great advantages. The Co- 
lonel, indeed, was a little unfortunate, \tt regard to one Of 
thefe reirnburfefl penfioners, George Charles, Efqj (the fic- 
titious name-under which Count Viri, ambaffador from Sar- 
'dinia* holds one thoufand a year,) fince no fervices Could be, 
hinted at from that quarter. 

Mr^ Brownlow oppofed the above gentlemen, and {hewed 
that the giving back a tax levied by Authority of Parliament, 
8 rid then' making that money a part of the national debt, 
~W^s an abi'oictte defeat of that adt, and a raifirigof money 

. . .. f, ■•! • ; - without 
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Without Authority of parliament;. That if the.Cxowrj had 
refolded to reirnburfe thefe penfioners, it mightjuve beeft 
done without an jnfringcinent ;Q f w eftf*li<hed tfft £y anev* 
penuon of equal value. 

Counfislior {JeJJen replied j t|tot .fak rejtnljut^inent wj 
not difpenfing with the law, fince it was ^lJowW its fu 
force ; nor was a repeal of it^ as it operated upon all th* 
other penfioners. That had the King granted a; hew pen- 
fion, thaf mufthave continued, ^km ^m^hr p .ici 
the time for which it was granted, whereas this reimburfe^ 
ment rented only to time paft. ,And that the King's Letters, 
reciting theacl, was an fcknowledgmeni pf jf. . 

MrrHuffey very learnedly and eloquently flawed i^e futi- 
lity of thefe arguments i he faid,i W reciting the in the 
Kind's Letter*^ was no more than an acknowledgement of 
its force, than bis rscitjng the amiments of the gentlemen on 
the other fide of the way, w*$ a proof of their validity. 
That lo thefe reata/s the V#wn arid he both a&ed alike ; hp 
recited the arguments only ip confute them, arid the Crown 
recited the act pnly to iheW'ta^t if would deftroy its e{Fe£r ? 
defeat its defign, and by an ujiw*rr;suataple (Iretch of prero- 
gative, difpenfe witfi a Jaw to which i* ha<L a&ntecl. T>a$ 
the Mirjiftrv had idvifed tf>e VK>wn to a fr.a^4/urmeafijre ? 
take it in wnich light we would,; if the Qwyyp ^cfigned (hat 
thefe particular pensioners Humid be exempt from the law, it 
was a fraud on the parliament of Ireland, to alien t to an act 
Which he was determined fiiould not have its due power oa 
fuch pcrlons as be chofe to exempt : and if r he o*e|igne4 aj£ 
aflenting Jto this act, that it fiiould equally bind ever) pen- 
sioner, it was a fra 'd on the Duke of Athol,, -5ic. to whom 
the nj^ion was engaged by way of >arga?n +9 have tie full of 
the ftipujated prioe. Vr.«» oj'" 

Mr. Charles O'Rara fppke by way pf repjy, .bu.t . was nof 
attended to. 

Sir William Mayne urged tbp illegality o£ tjjis pretended 
power of difpenfing with an act, and. the fatal confequence of 
eftablifhing £uch a precedent, fte fajld, fo.m e une^.cepiipnabl^ 
perfons were pitched upon in the Penfion I4$i tp t>c reirn- 
burfed only to feel our pulfes, Jiow fuch an arbitrary ileb 
wou-ld be rel^hed. The Mjotftry hoped the jrefpe&able 
names would make the meafures go down; and then if jjt 
was once pafTed.over, it would be 4 flanding precedent for 
xb.c Crown to difpenfe, if it pjeafed, with every A& of 
;Pa/ liameut, and with- the jev^Ing and tppwpr{rfw pf eve* j 

a pol. Reg. Vol. X. H • ' - ThU 
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This matter Was debated till near ten o'clock ; in which 
debate Mr. Flood, and Mr. Fitfcgibbon on one fide, and Sir 
George Macartney, Mr. Attorney General, and Mr. Scot, on 
the other, were the principal fpeakers (except thofe abovemen- 
tioned), Atlength the queftion being put ? the Houfe di- 
vided, and the numbers were, for not allowing the reim- 
burfement, one hundred and fix, and on the contrary, one hun- 
dred and eighteen. 

The Speaker then read the report fronf the Committee of 
the (hiking off the penfion of Jeremiah Dyfon. When the 
queftion was put, whether the Houfe fhould agree with that 
refolution, Counfellor Power re-echoed what had been faid 
in the Committee by the Provoft, in regard to the vaft merits 
of Mr. Dvfon, and wanted the Houfe not to agree with the 
refolve. Mr. Connolly anfWered the Counfcllor^ and with 
much candour acknowledged, that being deceived by the ma- 
th inat ions of ill-defigning men, he had brought in the aug- 
mentation bill, for the expenceof which the four (hilling rax 
On abfentees was appropriated ; but fince be had feen fuch 
perverfions, of the liberality of Ireland, and fuch breaches of 
promifes, he afked pardon of the Houfe for what he had been 
Cajoled into, and was refolved to put His negative on every 
additional expence to this kingdom. The Provoft fpoke in 
favour of Mr. Dyfon, andobferved, that that Gentleman hzd 
the misfortune to have a name With which many people were 
difgufted j that his Jewifti name was to many fo offenfive, 
that it clouded his merit, and might make him fing the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah' Dyfon. Mr. HufTey, in the fame 
ftile of raillery, replied to the Prov6ft, that indeed it was 
very unhappy for any perfoh to get an offenfive name, and 
that was the cafe here as well as in England ; for he believed 
fome Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe had names 
which were not quite fo pleafing to the public as they might 
wiih, 

Mr, Barry Barry and Counfellor Wood, Sir William 
Mayne, Mr. Malone, Counfellor Hellen, and the Attorney? 
General, with fome others fpoke on this Queftion ; and at 
eleven, it being put, there were ninety-three for difagreeing 
with the refolution, and one hundred and five for agreeing 
with it. So that Jeremy may now make his lamentation for 
thejofs of his penfion. 

After agreeing to fome more refolutions, Mr. Malone 
moved, that the Houle would the next day refolve itfelf into 
a committee of ways and means, which being agreed to, the 
Houfe adjourned. . ; . . ; t 

t - Proceedings 
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PtKtediHgs on Tbprfifay, tfov. 38. 
This day the committee of ways and means fat (Mr. ftfa- 
lone, chairman) to refolye in what manner the fuppliea> 
could be raifed. They came to fundry refolutionsi which,, 
when the Speaker aflumed the chair, were ordered to be xe-, 
ported to the rjoufe the next d>y. , 
, Jn this committee there was no material debate, except on ( 
a motion made by Sir Lucius O'Brien. He obferved to the. 
Houfe, that in confequence of thevaft importation of En- 
glifli and Scotch porter and ale, the Irifh brewery was^ 
greatly injured, that above forty thoufand barrels of porter 
were imported yearly into Ireland; and thereby the con-' 
fumption of our home manufacture was greatly decreafed v 
lefsmalt made, and confequently the tillage much injured., 
Lands which would turn to great advantage, if ufed for, 
growing corn, are now either ufed only for pafture, or left ■ 
uncultivated and unbroke up. Thjat thefe forty thoufand. 
barrels were fo ft rone, that they were equal to eighty thou-* 
fand barrels of Irifh beer, and therefore he propofed, " that 
an additional duty of two (hillings per barrel of 32 gallons, 
be laid upon all beer, or ale imported frpm any part of Great f 
Britain into this kingdom." 

This motion was violently oppofed. It was urged by the L 
courtiers that the true way to make the Irifh brewery equal; 
the Britifh would be rather to encourage the fvft, than to 
difcourage the laft. That Britain would certainly take um- 
brage at fuch a tax, and withhold the exportation of their 
hops, which, as no quantity grew in Ireland, would be di- 
fhrefsful, and entirely ruin our brewery inftead of doing it any_ 
fervice. 

To this it was anfwered, that the Englifh fold above the 
value of one hundred thoufand pounds of hops yearly to Ire- 
land ; and that it was not to be thought, they would deprive 
themCelves of fo valuable a branch of trade, merely becaufe 
Ireland laid a fmall tax upon porter and ale. 

It was then urged by the friends of adminiftration, that if ; 
they did not withhold their hops, the Britifh Parliament 
might retaliate, by laying fome duties on the importation of 
Irilh linens, which might be fatal to ourchiefeft ftaple com- 
modity : that the brewery of Ireland was more hurt by the 
difliiling corn into whiiky, than from any importation of 
porter 5 that the quantity drank was not very great, as it 
was not above a pint a man a day for eight and twenty thou- 
fand men ; which was a fmall part of the Inhabitants of. 
Jreiand. 

Hi M(< 
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■Proceedings on Friday^ Nov, 20* 
- i?he Moufe being rhet, the report of the committed of ways 
4ttd metfns Was received, and read* and agreed to. For the 
current fcrvice of the year arid parliamentary grants, many 
jriditibnal duties were to be laid oh fundry importations. Six 
pounds per ton on all SpaniGS and French wines. Three 
jfcurids on all Portugal wines, and five pounds on all wines 
of other country growth. ' • 

To pay the national debt * loan was neceffkry, And Mr; 
Flood moved that the loan might be of one hundred thoufand 
founds and the reft might be made up from favirrgs and re- 
payrrterits: Hfc was fupported by Mr. Barry Barry, Mr. Pon- 
fonby, Mr. rtufley, Sir Lucius O'Brien, Sir William Mayne, 
£cc. but was oppofed by Sir George Macartney, Mr. Malone, 
Mr. Attdrriev General, Mr. Solicitor General, and Mr. Cle* 
ments; the latter of whom declared, that there was but tea 
tboufand fix hundred pounds remaining in the Txeafury. 

Though the debate continued till near ten o'clock, yet 
tone of the fpeeches or argument* can be abridged, fo as to 
give either amufement or information to our readers ; as they 
were ail founded on calculations, foene of which were, ad- 
mitted, and fome controverted backwards and forwards. At 
lengthj the q>eftion being put, whether the loan (hould be 
two hundred thoufand pounds, or one hundred thoufand 
pounds, it paITed for the formeron adivifion : one hundred and 
tuoeniy-jix being for the larger, and ninety-foe for the lefTef 

ium. 

A committee was then appointed to prepare the Money 
BG11* and the Houfe adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, Dec, 2. 

This day the Houfe met, but did no bufinefs, being ad<- 
jourhed in left than an hour. 

Proceedings on Tue/day^ Die, 3. 

Dr. Clement being returned for the city of Dublin, he 
took, the oaths and his feat in the Houfe, The Houfe being 
refolved into a Committee, the heads of the money and loan 
bills were read and agreed to ; and the Speaker having taken 
the chair, the Houfe received the report. The Marquis of 
Kildare prefented a petition againft the erecting any new 
Bridge over the Liffey below Eflex Bridge, &c* and the 
Houfe adjourned a little after five o'clock. 

Proceedings on JVedsefday, Dec. 4. 

The money and loan bills being gone through, the Houfe 
ordered Mr. Malone to carry them to the Came, to be laid ' 
before the Privy Council, in order to their being tranfmitted 
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to England. Sir Lucius O'Brien then Observed, ' that * 
3s the adminiftratjon had been di (appointed in their 
favourite fcheme, of the augmentation of Commiffioners 
of the Revenue, they had hit upon a new fcheme, of 
making a board of accounts under certain Commiffioners, 
and the Houfe was moved to refolve that fuch a me'afilre was 
ufelefs and unnecejfary ; inftead of arguing it, a motion was 
made for adjournment. Mr, Malone declared, that as he 
was ordered by the Houfe to go up with the bilh, he was for 
the adjournment of the debate on that motion till the next . , v 
day, that the bills might not be delayed. Sir William 
Mayne urged, that the delay of one night might permit the , 
laft hand to be put to that meafure, as he was well informed 
the King's letters for that purpofe were come over, and actu- 
ally in the Secretaries Office. Mr. Flood, Sir Lucius O* 
Brien, , Mr. Hamilton, Sir Edward Neweriham, and Mr, 
Hufley, all called upon Sir George Macartney to declare 
whether fuch letters were or were not come over 5 but he 
and the whole miniilerial Bench fat fullenly filent, and would 
not give any fatisfa&ion on that head. Mr. Flood, to Ihew 
that it was not the intention of the gentlemen in theoppofition 
to impede the progrefs of the money bill, moved to adjourn 
for one hour, to giVe Mr. Malone time to carry up the bills 
and return j but on a divifion on the queftion for adjourn-? 
ment till the next day, the ayes for the adjournment were 
rrinety-fix, the noes, eighty-fix s and the Houfe adjourned a 
quarter before fix. 

Proceedings on Thurfdfy Dec. $. 
The Houfe being met, the refolution of Sir Lucius Of 
Brien, (poftponed the preceding day J was moved for, and 
was debated for fix hours. 

Sir George Macartney faid, he was then at liberty to 
acquaint the Houfe, that the King's letters were come over 
to appoint a new board of accounts. This board to contfft 
of five commiffioners, one at eight hundred, and four at 
fivehundred pounds per annum, lalaries. The debate then 
turned upon the expediency and fieceffity of the meafure, 
and how able this nation Was to bear the expence. Mr. Co- 
nolly fpoke warmly againft any encteafe of expence ; but, 
as during the courfe of the debate, many affcrtions were 
made qn each fide which were contradicted by' the other ; 
that gentleman moved that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf 
into a committee next Wednefday, for a folemn difcuffion of 
this important queftion. This gave a new turn to the de- 
Jjatej which lafted till within a quarter of ten, when the 

queftion . 
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^utftion being put, the Houfe divided, and one hundred and 
twenty-two we>e for the committee, and one hundred and four- 
teen againit it. 

When the queftion was thus carried, Mr. Dennis Daly, 
in a moft fpiritcd manner moved, that no member mould be 
abfent from the Houfe on Wednefday next, without leave, 
and alfo, that there be a call of the Houfe on Tuefday, both 
of which were agreed to without any divifion, and the Houfe 
adjourned. So that on Wednefday next will be as folemn a 
debate and upon as important a fubject as has been this fef- 
fion. For which reafon, and as the members will have the 
King's letters and all neccflary papers before them , we (hall 
not lay before the Public the arguments made ufe of on either 
fide this day, as they will be again repeated on Wednefday,. 
with additional force, and additional information, and then 
they will appear with greater propriety , 

On Friday and Saturday the Houfe was employed, for the. 
fhort time it fat on each of thofe days. -in referring bills tov 
private committees, with orders to report to the Houfe their 
proceedings.-— On Friday the Houfe broke up a little after 
five, and on Saturday it broke up a little after four; having; 
adjourned to next T uc fday, 

Tuefday Dee. 10. 

The Houfe met, according to adjournment from laft Satur-. 
day, and the members being called over, the defaulters names, 
were taken down. Some reports were received from private 
committees, to whom heads of bills had been referred, and 
then the Houfe adjourned about five o'clock. 

Proceedings on Wednefday > Dec. II. 

When the Speaker had taken the chair, the order of 
Thurfday, Dec. 5, was read, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf, 
into a committee of the whole Houfe, to take into conftder- 
ation a motion for a refolution concerning the new board of 
accounts j and the Speaker having left the chair, there was 
a great difpute who fhould be chairman of the committee. 
The courtiers were very ftrenuous to have Sir Lucius O'Brien 
\u the chair, hoping by that means to deprive the patriotic 
party, not only of a vote, but of one of its mod forcible 
fpeakers and bed: fupports. The artifice was feen through, 
and retaliated by an endeavour* \o place Mr. Malone there ; 
the contention was great for fpme time, but at laft it was 
quieted on both fides, by voting Mr. Connolly to be cbairr 
jaan. . »• * 

The- committee now opened, and the exfediencyof creating 
a new board of CommiiTioners, for fettjing the national ac* 

counts 
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counts, was thoroughly canvafled, and bolted even to the 
bran. Sir George Macartney, Mr. Malone, Mr. Prime 
Serjeant, Mr. Attorney Genera], Mr. Solicitor General, 
Mr. Fortefcue, Mr. O'Hara, and Mr. Fofter, were the 
principal fpeakers in behalf of the expediency, and even the . 
abfolute neceflity of fuch a meafure. The arguments they 
chiefly ufed were in fubftance as follows : 

<c There can be nothing more neccfTary for the intereft 
of any nation, than that the monies granted by parliament 
fhould be faithfully applied to the ufes for which they are 
appropriated, and neither embezzled, nor profnfely and care- 
lefsly Squandered away, nor applied to any other purpofe; 
This being granted, as it is a pofition none can deny, how 
can any nation know whether the public money is well or 
ill diipofed of,' if the accounts thereof are not clearly and 
honeftly ftated ? It is true, the public accounts are regularly 
brought into the Houfe, and laid before a committee of ac- 
counts, and are feemingly juft, that is to fay, the grofs fums 
of each feveral account are ftated, and the aggregate of the 
whole properly fummed up ; but hpvr are we to know the 
juft difburfements of the feveral fums, which make up the 
grofs fums in fuch accounts ? They muft be taken upon 
truft, and the good opinion we entertain of the perfons who 
give them in, for fundry of them, and very large fums too, 
do not come under the infpe&ion of the prefent Commiffioners 
of Accounts, nor the Auditor General, and indeed many 
capital articles have never been examined into, nor audited 
for 68 years. The laft exact examination being in the year 
1703. 

44 This being the cafe, it is certainly an abufe to which 
fome remedy mould be applied, and that remedy cannot be 
found in the prefent ftate of the accounts.The prefent com- 
miflicners of accounts, are the Lord Chancellor, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and the three Barons of the Exche- 
quer. Thefe five indeed overlook and examine the accounts 
of the Vice Treafurer, but are not authorifed by their com- 
miflions to take notice of any other ; nor if they were fo 
authorifed, could they find time to do it, the neceflary duties 
of their refpe&ive offices taking up fo much of their time, 
that they muft either neglect the public accounts, or the 
public juftice of the courts wherein they prefide. Thus the 
barrack accounts, the forrage accounts, the accounts for 
removal of foldiers, embarkations, ftabling and lodging, and 
a number of other articles remain unfettled, and we have 
only general heads and grofs fums, to depend upon. The 

public 
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public may be defrauded with impunity, as tbofe who expend 
the money, for thofe articles are fubje& to no difquMition* 
no controui. This is not meant as an iijiinuation that any 
public officer has been guilty of any fraud or peculation, but 
fince it is poflible fuch an evil may happen, it is neceflary 
and expedient to provide againft it and this can be done 
only by a new Board of Commiuloners, who having no 
other duty to perform, may apply tbemfelves to this. 

" This meafure therefore is very different from that of the 
new Commiflioners of Cuftoms and Excife. It was urged, 
that the bufinefs of the revenue had been done by a few, 
therefore there was no occafion tor an increase of their num- 
ber — but here no man can fay that the bufinefs has been: 
done ; on the contrary, it has been negje&ed for above three- 
score years. Therefore, thofe gentlemen who voted againft 
the new revenue board, may vote for this new board of ac- 
counts, without incurring th<j charge of inconfiftency, 

" It muft be confeifcl, that fome actional expence Will 
accrue from this meafure, but it is a nece£ary expence, that 
rnay be the faviog of thou lands to the nation 3 and no man 
in private life will refufe a falary to a fteward, who, by over- 
looking .bis workmen, and examining his tradefmen's bills, 
can. prevent any overcharge for work not done, or goods not 
delivered." 

Thefe arguments feemed very plausible, till the fpeciouf- 
neis of them was expofed by the friends of their country. 
Mr. Flood, Mr. Hulley, Sir Lucius O'Brien, Sir Will ianj 
Mayae, Sir Edward Newenbam, Mr. Ponfonby, Mr. Cra* 
mer, &c. fpoke to the following effect : 

" At a -tirne when this nation is opprefled with a heavy 
debt, burtheaed with taxes, lofing its trade, decreafing in 
its revenue, and f warming with beggars, and multitudes of 
wretches, who are not able to procure the common ncceilav 
ries of life; to add to its burthen by a medlefs expenre, 
which this kingdom is unable \o bear, pari be deemed no* 
thing but a wanton ftretch of power, and a copying after ther 
Egyptian talk-mailers, in forcing us to make brick without 
ftxaw. The nation hath hitherto felt no Inconvenience 
from the pr^£efU mode of ftating the public accounts. And 
if it has been fo evil as the right honourable Gentlemen 
WAuld make us believe— where has been the honejiy or the 
good policy of the Lords Lieutenant for fixty^-eight years to 
permit fuch a growing evil— but we may acquit them ; no 
eviJ appears to have accrued ; and it would ^>e the height of 
fuWy to be at the charge of nine thoufand ppunds a year. 
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for wfot in the feflions of 1753 was done for only fevei - 
hundred and twenty pounds. The Gentlemen fay, that the 
new commiflioners are to go through all the theft full of 
vouchers, and other papers for ftxty- eight years pd/i, —But 
pray to what end i fuppofe any fraud is found out, whe 
can be punifhed for it £ Gan we open graves to find offen- 
ders I Can we punifh the dead ? But they may fay, perhaps, 
that we ought to guard againir. futurity ; but cannot that be 
done without fuch an enormous ex pence r The committee 
or" accounts of this Houfe are the proper' auditors of all pub- 
lic accounts $ a few fittings extraordinary will do the bufinefs* 
But by their new mode, here are four commiffioners at five 
hundred a year each, wife men to. be fure they mult be* 
and another commiffioner, who muft be a wifer man than 
the reil, is to have eight hundred pounds a year, that makes 
two thoufand eight hundred pounds per annum. Then 
there muft be a fecretary, and a number of clerks, houfes 
for the commiffioners, and an office to do bufinefs ; fo that 
altogether will not coft lefs than at the rate of nine thoufand 

. a year, to do what a couple of honeft clerks might do. But 

» it is plain, it is only a defign to increale dependents on 
government, and fecure a majority. To provide for thofe 
who were difappoin ted by our Refolution,- againft a new 
Board of Cuftoms, and another of Excife. It were to be 
wifhed, that we had the fame law here as they have in Bri* 
tain, which renders certain comrniffioners incapable to fit in 
the Houfe\ If this queftion fhould be divided in favour of 
this new Board, it is to be hoped, no members of this Houfe 

I are named -in the commifHonj but if there art; it would be 
but decent in them to leave the Houfe while the queftion is 
debated $ for as they r are tnterefted, they ought not to be 
judges in a eaufe, wherein they are parties themfelves.' ,, • ' 
It 13 to be remarked, that on reading the King's letters, it 
appeared, although 'fiver commifftoners named therein were 

' members of the Houfe, vhc. Charles O c Hara, Efq; firft 
eommiflioner, 'Gervafe Parker Bufhe, Efq; Major James 
St. John Jefferys, Efq; Charles Tottenham, Efq; and 
* ■ Tigh, Efq'-, and that in the firft debate, Sir William 
Mayne offered, with a true patriotic fpirit, to execute the 
office of one of the commhTtoners himfclf without any fee 
or reward, an example too good to be followed by thofe 
Venal fduls who will enjoy the places. 

The debate lafted till near three o'clock in the morning, 
when the queftion being put, the Houfe divided, and the 
n umber* were-againft the Refohrtion one hundred and twenty- 

: f ol. Reg. Vol. X. J fpuo . , 
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fcur>fbr the ftefolutten one* hundred and nineteen. 'Thus 
the CotirrlWi^ Carrie* their pom t by a majority of only five. 
Which majority does not &ew the fenfe of the nation to br 
fo^fhe rT«Ji^ i&fcr d, or that the courtiers have caufc to exu 1 1 , 
fince the* tte]<x\ty>y*on\6 Hot have appeared, had not Mr. 
Bb»y-Birryi Mh French, Poele, and several others, been 
anient bf rt'afon of ficknefs, and Coanfdior Fitzgibbon* 
being taken ill in the Houfe : after he hid fpoken agairift the 
mea ure for near^ai* hour, he was obliged to retire. 

Such was the event of this grand debate, which lafled 
neW twelve hours. The galleries were croaded more than 
has been obferved this whole Seflion, moil of whom, ladies 
a* well as gentlemen, waited tttl the Houfe adjourned* 
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- 7> bit (Trace 0/ Dub rf GRAFTON. 

T i> the reafon, my lord, that, wkn almoftewy 
. . man in the kingdom, without diftii^ion of princi. 
plesorjwty.esoitsin^iWkuloua defeat of SjrJajBea Low- 
fait when good and bad mtn unite in one common opinion of 
that baronet, and tstuMoh in his dihVrefj, as if the ^vcn k 
i without any reference to vice or virtue) were intereftin? to 

in.mirt nirttr* 4rv%ta* Tlw%+m <l!s\*i» snnn-tr mif*i>rikJv< 

numan fiaiurc, yv*n VJ« jtc* &Kjpc ukmijo appear jo rnjicraojy 
depreffed and STfuch uamrfal joy, £ know rot I 



where vou will look for a com aliment 6/ eondolance, 
"VOu appeal to the tender fym pathetic lorto^fc^s-^^f ft^r. iKr a 
Tha|.creai*e4loured gentleman's tears, affeftmg «l they afc, 
carry conJblaJjgn along with them. He never weeps, but, 
like an April. flwawar, with a lambent m 

]n}i^octX>n? I do^fmean*to dttw^any ^onclufion^ 
wmSim* Tk*y naturally rejoice, when thtj fee a fignal 
ipftaiK* of tywnny tefifted with fuccefs j— of treachery ex* 

iriiior 




po^d ; .tft^dcrihon of the world an infamous informer 
defeated, and an> impudent robber dragged to t£e public gib* 
betr-Boj, -in > the other clafsof mankind, 1 own I expend 
to meet the Du^of Grafton. Men, who have no regard for 
juftice, nor any fen fe>f honor, feem as heartily frleafed witir 
&r James Lowther^ well«<kferved puni&ment* aA^fT^nnlii 
not conftjtuie an example againft thenafeJves. The? unhappy 
baronet has no frienas,r even among thoft who refeitible.bjai. 
Vou, my L«*d,,arje not ^et reduced to fo deplorable* ftatc of 
dcrcliciiotti Every villain, & jhe kingdom i^ynw&ifr^nd » 

... - v * " an fV 
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arid, in compliment to fuch fricridflMfi ; l >thtni you (hcu)d 
lufFcr your diimal countenance to clear up. Bendes, my 
Lord ; — I am a little anxious, for the confUVenCy of your 
character.. You violate your own rules of decorum, When 
you; do not intuit the man, whom you have betrayed. 

The divine juftice of. retribution feems novr to have begun 
its progrefs. Deliberate treachery intails puniihment upon 
the traitor. There is no poflibijity of efc aping it, even in the 
higheft rank, to which the content of focicty can exalt the 
meancft and word of men* The forced, unnatural union of 
Luttrell and Middiefejc* was an omen of another unnatural 
union, by which indefeafible infamy is attached to the Houfe 
of Brunfwick. If one of thofe adh was virtuous and honour- 
able, the beft of princes, I thank God, is happily rewarded 
fur it, by the-other. Your Grace* it lm ban /aid, had fpme 
fliare in recommending Colonel Luttrell to the King;— or 
was it only the gentle Bradfhaw, who made himfelf anfwer* 
able for the good behaviour of his friend? An intimate con- 
nexion has long fubfilred between him and the worthy LotpT 
Irnham, It arofe from a fortunate fimilarity- of principles,- ee- 
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Mrfs©avie*,»>-^ v v «. • >'« «*r ***'u. fcf&w*£/£4<>» 
i Yet I confefs I fhould be forty thee the opprobrious infamy 
of this match (hould reach beybmtarte family. We have 
now a hettcr reafon than eve^-to- £r**ib^tfce long life. of the 
bfit of Princes, and the welfare of hi* Rty&Jjfue.—l will not 
mf*1§ny. thing ominous with my* prayers j but hi parliament 
look to it. A Luttrtli (hail never fact eed to the crown of K n g* 
land.al-If the hereditary virtaei of the families defer ve a khrg« 
- dom, Scotland wiH he a proper retreat lor thc**V^ « « ' > 
if|4i<i^eit4 is a moft remarkable in (ranee of the goodnefs 1 of 
providence. The ju it law- of retaliation hasr at iafi overtaken 
the little contemptible tyrant of the North. Tq'MP fon-in* 
y*>w dearcft' friend the Earl of iiutt, you meant tti 
transfer the Duke of Portland's property j and you haftened 
the grant, with .'in expedition unknown to the treafury, that 
He ttiight have it time enough to give a decinve turn to the 
election for the county. The immediate confequeoce of this 
flagitious robbery was that he toft the election, which you 
meant 10 infure to him, and with fuch fignal circumftances of 
(corn, ftprcach, and infult, (to fay nothing of the general 
exultation of ail parties) as, (excepting the King's brother- 
in-law Colonel Luttrcl, and old Simon his father-in-law) 
hardly ever fell upon a gentleman in this country .«~4n the 
WWt 1^4ofef,tl^fery property, «f which he thought he 

V» ha4 
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had gotten* pWeflion ' and after an cxpcnce, which would 
have pafd'tWe v^fue or tHcliqd in tjueftiort twenty times over, 
^Theiot&i oTViiidirry, you 1 <efc, areneceflary to its fuccefs. 

beyond 
a rule. 

AndnoWj 
you, that the^ 

it may foon approach \ our perfon f— Do y< 
had renounced the MiddlefeX election Or that the King's 
timber lhal! be refufed to' the royal navy with impunity Or 
fftatyou fljall hear no more of the falcofthatpatent to Mr. Hine % 
which you endeavoured to flcrecn by fuddenly dropping your 
profecutipri againft Samuel Faughan, when the rule againft 
him was made abfolute ?— 1 believe indeed there never was 
fuch an inftance in all the hiftory of negative impudence.— 
But it {hall not fave you. — The very funfhine you live in is 




a prelude to your diflolution. When your are ripe, you fhali 
be plucked. ' " r 

r 1 » *' ' 4 J U H I V S.^ 

"t.S. 1 be* fotx wiirtbrlVey to our gracious mafter my.hurn, 
le congratulations uporj the glorious /uccefc of peerages and 
►enfions, folaviflily ditfributed as the rewards of Irifh virtue, 
*;;poin the Public J&irtifer, jTov. 2j< v . 4 



• - . - - . " ■• - ; 

r . , , ____ , 

' For (Hi POLITICAL REGISTER. 

. b 

THERE '"are times when the mind is To incapable of 
judging; rightly, and "when all' its faculties are fo in- 
tirely depraved bv prejudice and paflion, that the qualities, 
wTtirfh' onftnarfly conftitute its beft contentment^ ceafe to 
fclea 3 **, and-' truth, wifdom, and virtue, courting as tinder 
cverf aprjeararice of beauty anfd ''attraction,' are beheld witty 
indirfcretfce, J or rejeaed with "de'teftation. < v \ . > 

* Political afnd religious zeal have ever been the grand caufes 
of this ftibverfion of the underftahding, and the Hiftory of 
.every Nation furniftes a variety of proofs of the drrmaj 
jefrects of it. But the mad nets is only for a feafon. As the 
paflions fubfide, : thc mind ' gradually recovers from its illu- 
lidns, arid becomes itfelf again. So it (hall 4te with tw in 
cur days of diftra&ion ; and already we fee, with comfort, 
the dawn of reafon arifing upon tis. What mrfchief has 
the ftate fuffered ? what dangers threaten itf who^are^moft 
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intereffed in its prefervation ? Tbefe are queftions, whicfr,' 
hi the mouth of patriotism, mark the return of judgment 
and (hew recovery to be near at hand : for the (olution of 
them will aiiay our miftaken refentments, difpel our vain 
fears, lead us to con fUe in the government, which is our 
protection, and iriftrucl us to be jealous only of thole what 
labour to difturb it. 

; Nine years ate elapfed fi nee Wilkes became a patriot, by 
ii l uting the laws, and libelling half the kingdom; a peV 
jpiod ia which we have been bleffed with a variety of ad mi- 
nitrations, and have feen by turns the champions or Liberty* 
become good ^er^ants of the Crown, and difcarded miniit s 
the defenders of the people's rights ; yet every ad mi mil ra- 
tion, I think, has left the conltitutian much in the fame 
ftate, in which the care of it was committed to them, and 
the prefent, when at la ft their power ihall diflblve, will pro- 
bably refign it in the fame manner. - • 
The Mid dlefex election (I beg pardon forever glancing 
on a fubject, of which the world has been fo long tired) was' 
a queftion of much difficulty : to arrive at any degree o^ 
certainty in it, required a deeper knowledge of the conftitu- 
tion and rights of parliament, and of the force of the con- 
tending claims of member and conftituent than men, in ge- 
neral, are poffeffed of. Thofc, however, who were moft 
capable of forming an opinion upon it, the Few, who, when 
the ftorm was up, and the whirlwind gathered about them, 
could deliberate at cafe, in the retirement of the fludy, and 
judge with candour on rhe whole of the argument, thofe, I 
lay, have, generally taken the fide of parliament, and have 
gone along with the majority in' the three great itagea of the 
quctlion, the Etfpuilfion, the Incapacity, and the Kxclu (ion 
of the choice of the Freeholders. Yet it is confefiedJy a 
matter of much nicety* and men the beft 'mentioned might 
differ upon it. I contend only, that each party might ba 
lincere in fifeeir opinio ns, and that the majority decided at 
lead with as much impartiality ** their opponents. In fuch 
a^ucftiony to^afcribe to thefe themerit of ho n eft determina- 
tion, and to charge the others with corruption, ufurpation of 
privilege, and voluntary breach of the constitution, is an 
mjuftice, which* however the rage of party may be urged in 
ex c ufe of it, is fcarte to be forgiven. But the noife on this 
pccafion was too loud to be diilincr, and has ferved only to fht w 
4fi our own times, what the Hiftory of all others abundantly 
•teftihes, that it is much caiier for a people to rail than to 
and to fret and vex themfelves, than to underftand 
4 the 
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the caufe of their difquiet. However ju ft indeed may be 
the principle, that thole only be loud in clamour who arc 
ftrong in argument \ it- is feldom met with in the world ; and 
W queftions which moil concern us is leaft to be expected. 
We muit con! o!e ourfelves in thefe cafe- with reflecting, that 
the noife is not mifchievous : it is like the thunder which: 
rattles in the clouds, and ends in nothing. 

The commitment of the two fimpletons to the Tower was 
an .inevitable aiTertion of th& bett ^ilabiiflied -privilege of par- 
liament, and the only injury which the (rate could have fuf- 
fcred in their cafe, would have been their impunity. 

Thele are the great offences which .0ie v :4eclai me rs on the 
fide of faction have chiefly defcanted upon ; and, noyv that 
their noife is heard gio more, and we can afk ourfelves. 
"VVhnt has happened ? we find, in one inftance, a dirnljiulfc 
point in government t airly determined 3 in the other,. <a clear 
right aflerted with becoming (pint. . , »t,u r S»l K. i irtf." 

In Uiort, aiter all our alarms., the con ft itution is as found 
as before, and .is likely to remain fo ft \ patriorifnv Will be 
quiet. The pfefent iet of mini iters, I am fure* can have 
no temptation to invade it* r > bey enjoy w h at they? ora.* kk- 
licved mott toaficcV and are ripening jn the funfbirt&df the 
king's favour, paddling ail the good things of the laodj an4« 
bleucd with the profpe^t, of Jong pofleffion. WHl*rbefe> 
men, by attempting aught againft the conftitution, difturb 
(he-government, which : gives them their hearts deitre ; and 
introduce conruiion and uproar at the expence of their f'ecu- 
rity, at the r ilk of their profpertey and honours, and at the 
ptrir; pf their headsf It is -(oily to fuppotc it, -•* 

The fame argument applied to the king operates, if pof- 
fible, with foil greater force ; and it cannot be conceived by 
thofc who maintain his happinefs, and that of hit people to> 
he.infeparabie, that while be regards one, he will intrude on 1 
and violate the other. As his intereft obliges him thus tp go 
band in hand with the public profperity, there is nothing in] 
the condition of the times which can feduce him from it. 

The caufes which have formerly fet variance between 
prince and people in this country, have happily ceafed. W# 
have a king who reigns over a weak, an unarmed nobility, 
and over a people poflefled of freedom ; when, the limits 'of 
prerogative are clearly under ft ood, and chearfully fubmitt##- 
to ; when religion has dropped her rage, and fmpothrd bef I 
brow of terror ; when £he neither rules the mind with hi* 
gotted attentions to old fyftem, nor entangles it in thoper^ 
plcxities of new, woe* her ways ajc indeed jleafcnt, anafcht*? 

path 
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path Is peare. For the feeurity of the blefllngs , which te'± 
(alt from fo happy a temper of religious and civil govern- 
ment, we have a king armed with a well -adj lifted fbength, 
which defies the rage of faction, without controuluig the 
fpirit of a free people. Able to defend, he is only without 
power to deihoy the conftitution which he loves. 

LIBRA. 

« ... ..»' 

! For the POLITICAL REGISTER. '<■ 

To Lord NORTH. 
! My Lord, ' - 

HI S Majefty is peculiarly happy in the; choice of his 
minifters. Ever fince his acceffion, it feems to have 
been a fettled maxim to revolt the minds of his fubjectsv 
For fuch a purpofe it was generally thought, that he couT4 
not pitch upon a properer perfon than your friend, the Duke 
of Grafton* Your virtues were not yet fufficiently known. 

His fufeeefs in alienating the affections mf E ngl ifhmen from 
their ibvtfeign, feemed to mark htm out at the natural direct 
tor of our prefent councils. His majefty is a man of faga- 
city, and fa w farther than his people. Confcious of your 
fuptrior merit, he bade your ftar afcend, and eclipfe that 
of your predeceffor. I give htm joy. You have anfwerrd 
his expectations. Ireland is in a flame * and he may now 
hug himfelf in the thought, that every part of his dominion* 
groans under the iron rod of oppreffton. He is a pious 
prince, and would, no doubt, wifli to give his fubje&s art 
opportunity of (howing their piety and refignation to the 
dilpenfations of Providence. Ireland now presents fuch a 
fcene ; and you may with an air of triumph turn to your 
Royal mafttr % and 4 pointing to this har raffed land exclaim, 
*f: 'Behold, my liege, thefe are the works* of my hand.", > * 
To minds like yours, this tragedy will be a rich feaft. I 
think 1 fee. you, in imitation of Seneca's gods, enjoying the 
cUrrrcflcs of Ireland, and viewing with pteafure its great men 
JlfuggHng imth itbi flormt of fate. But let me afk you^ my 
lord, whether your pleafirrc is pure and unmixed I Is not 
the fweet a little dafhed with the bitter ? How do you re-, 
Jifh the affront put by the Ifi(h parliament upon your Mer- 
cury in bronze ? Upon what fund will you now quarter 
Jeremiah's miftrefs ? The Civil Lift can bear no new incum- 
brance. It is already three quarters in arrears j and the diU 
c:», < treflbd 

* 
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turned beef-eatets having- applied to y6u In "fata* *re dbligd 
lo fell their wages at an unreafonable difcount. 
, But why do I talk of the iritfery of the houfhold to you* 
who arc not touched with that of the King ? While his 
jainifter Wallows in riches, -fee it furrouoded with poverty* 
In vain are half- mil lions voted without any account by your 
coraplatfaat friends in the Lower Houfe. They are only 
nominal transfers, like thofe of the Eaft India dire&ors* 
when they would wry a o^ueftion. The- Jwhol* fcowcr 4>f 
gold foon returns into the ocean,, out of which .it Was firft 
exhaled, and kavesr tne^cgiorf of r6yalty dry and barren. 
But I fuppofe he qteaj&s to copy tkd example of Cyrus, a 
prince of pious memory, who thought his riches better 
lodged in th^hands of his friends than in his treasuries. The 
argument is Jpeeious. I would only advife 'him to enquire^ 
whether the friends of Cyrus were Norths v Gfafeon*, artd 
Sandwiches ? Certainly it is not upon record^ tfcat they over 
induced him to render the provinces of hi* empire difafre&edV 
by the multiplication ofufelefs pracemecv what argu- 
ments, my lord, dkl you convince yxftir fovcreign* that twelve 
coromj/Tioners were neceflary for colle&irig ohofe? fevenees, 
.which did not afford fufficient employment to fever* * Was 
it by that arithmetic which you. introduced into tna 'decifiott 
of the Middiefex election ? /JPW event may fttfety his. ma* 
jefty that national, characters change, and that the cOnf uftori 
»f;kkiH4>t*ce charged upon Ireland, is now more juftry pref 
dicated of En glands • 

. You.Jlid not expe& that the Hibernian patriots woolA 
&ave had perTeverance and penetration enough to e* pole the 
(fallacious eftrmateiaid before^ the parliament, ^ he faeirrrjr 
wrth which the BVitrfh fenate has palled rhortT fallacious 
accounts,* had, put you off your guard; Tbis'feverfe will" 
certainly, arender you more cautious for tfce future, if, atftefr 
/uch mariireft detection, you can ftand your ground. But 
why fhould l fufpeel your downfal ? We arc taught by uni- 
form experience, that notorious corruption -is the bift recom- 
mendation to the£^? of ****#.. Had not your fortune beeh 
already made by the plunder of the widow and orphan irt 
the Ailey,> this acfc would have made him open with a liberal 
hand— the purfes of his fabjects. It is, whin chey meditate 
. . impeachments, that he chinks of rewards* 

I - 

♦ 
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To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 
SIR, 

A copy of the family-compact having lately fallen into my 
hands, I could not recollect that it had ever appeared in. 
Englifli, and therefore as not unintereJUng to politicians in 
general, and of an alarming nature to many European 
powers, I took the trouble to tranflate it, which I fend for 
infertion, together with a copy of the original : Your Re- 
gifter, I believe, is calculated for keeping luch pieces on re- 
' cord. 

lathi name of the moft holy and undivided Trinity, the Father , 

Son, and Holy Ghoji. Amen, 

THE ties of blood, which unite the two monarchs that 
reign in France and Spain, and the private fentiments 
they are animated with for each other, and of which thev 
have given fo many proofs, have engaged his moft Chriftian 
majefty, and his Catholic majefty, to determine and conclude 

between 

Au nom de la Tres-Sainte & Indivifible Trinite, Pcrc, Fils ct Saint- 

Efprit Ainfi-foit-il. 

Lee liens du fang, qui uniflent les deux Monarques qui regncnt en Franc e 
Sc en Eipagne, 8c Its ientimens particuliers dont ils ibnt animcs Tun pou r 
Tautre, & dont ils ont donne tant de prtuves, out engage S. M. T res- 
Pol. Re s . Vol. X. K Chrettenne 
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between them, a treaty of friendship and union, under the 
denomination of the Family- Compact ; the principal object 
whereof, is to render permanent and indiviiibie, as well for 
their fa id Majefties, as for their defcendants and fucceflbrs, 
the obligations which are a natural confequence of confangui- 
nity and friend&ip. The intention of his moft Chriftian ma- 
jetty and of his Catholic majefty, in contracting the engage- 
ments they have taken upon them by this treaty, is to perpe- 
tuate in their pofterity, the fentiments of Lewis XIV. of glo- 
rious memory, their common and auguft great grandfather* 
and to make for ever to fubfift a folemn monument of the 
reciprocal intereft that ought to be the bafis of the defires of 
their hearts, and of the profperity of their royal fami- 
lies. 

In this view, ahd for attaining fo good and falutary a pur- 
pofe, his moil Chriftian and his Catholic majefty, have given 
their full powers, to wit, his moft Chriftian majefty to the 
Due de Choifeul, Peer of France, Knight of his orders, and 
Lieutenant-General of his armies, Governor of Touratne, 
Grand-Mafter, and Superintendant-Gerieral of the Couriers, 
Pofts and Relays of France, Minifter and Secretary of State, 
having the department of foreign affairs and of war: and his 
Catholic majefty to the Marquis of Grimaldi, Gendeman of 
his Chamber, with exercife, and his Ambaflador Extraordinary 
to the moft Chriftian king ; who being informed of the dif- 
pofitions of their refpecTive fovereigns, and after communis 
eating to each other their full powers, have agreed on the 
following articles. ARTICLE 

Chrctienne & S. M. Catholique d'arreter & de conclure entre elles un 
traite d'amitie Sc d'union, fous la denomination de Pacle de Familie, & 
dont Tobjet principal eft de rendre permanens Sc indivifibles, tant pour ^ 
leurs dites majeftes que pour leurs defcendans & fuccefleurs, les devoirs qui 
font une fuitenaturelle de la parente Sc de ramitie. I/intcntion de S. M. 
tr^s- Chrctienne & de S. M. Catholique en contraclant les engageinens 
qiPellcs prennent par ce traite, eft de perpetuer dans leur pofterite' les fen- 
timens de Louis XIV. de glorieufe memoiie, leur commun & augufte bis- 
ayeu!,& de fairefubfifter a jamais un monument folemncl de l'interct reci- 
proque qui doit etre la bale des defirs de leurs coeurs Sc de la profpei ite de 
leurs families royales. 

Dans cetre vuc Sc pour parvenir a un but fi convenable & fi falutaire, 
L. L. M. M. Tres-Chr. Sc Cath. ont donne leurs pleins-pouvcirs ; f$a- 
voir, S. M. Tres-Chr. au Due de Choifeul, Fair de France, Chevalier de 
fes Ordrcs Sc Lieutenant-General des Armtcs de S. M. Gouverneur de 
Touraine, Grand-Maitre & Sur-Intendant-General des Couriers, Poftes & 
Relais de France, Miniftre Sc Secretaire d'Etat, ayar.t le departcment des 
affaires etrnngcics Sc de la guerre : & S. Ivl. Catholique, au Marquis de 
Grimaldi, Gemilhomme de la Chambre, avec exercice, & fon Ambafla- 
deur-Extraordinaire aupres du Roi Tres-Chretien : lefquels e'tant infor- 
mesdesdifpofuions de leurs Souverains refpettifs, & apres s'etre commuuji* 
qu^ leurs pkins-pouvoirs, font convenus des articles fuivans. 
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ARTICLE I. 

The mod Chriftian king, and the Catholic king, declare, 
that in virtue of their intimate ties of confanguinity and 
friendfeip, and on account of the union they contract by the 
prefent treaty, they will for the future confider as their enemy, 
any power that fhall become the enemy of one or other of 
the two crowns. 

II. The two contracting kings guarantee reciprocally, in the 
moft abfolute and authentic manner, all the dates, lands, 
iflands and places, they poffefs in any part of the world, with- 
out referve or exception ; and the poffeflions, the objecl: of 
their guarantee, are to be conftituted, purfuant to the actual 
ftate wherein they are, as foon as either crown (hall be at peace 
with all other powers. 

III. His moft Chriftian majefty and his Catholic majefty, grant 
the fame abfolute and authentic guarantee to the King of the 
Two Sicilies, and to the Infant Don Philip, Duke of Parma, 
for all the ftates, countries and places they poffefs ; providing 
that his Sicilian majefty, and the faid Infant Duke of Parma, 
lhall likewife guarantee on their part, all the ftates and domi- 
nions of his moft Chriftian majefty, and of his Catholic ma- 
jefty. 

IV. Tho* the inviolable and mutual guarantee, whereby his 
moft Chriftian majefty and his Catholic majefty bind them- 
felves, ought to be maintained and fupported by their whole 

K 2 power 

ARTICLE PREMIER. 

Le Roi Ties-Chretien & le Roi Catholiquc dcclarent qu'en vertu dc leuri 
intimes liaifons de parente & d'amitie, & pour Funion qifils contraclent 
par le prefent traite, ils regarderont a Tavenir comrae leurennemie toute 
puiflance qui le deviendra de Tune ou de l'autre des deux couronnes. 

II. Les deux rois contraftans fe garantiffent reciproquement de la raa- 
niere la plus abfolue & la plus autentique tous les etats, terres, ifles & pla- 
ces qu'ilspofledent dans quelqve panic du monde que ce (bit, fans aucune 
referve ou exception } & les pofieflions, objet de leur garantie, feront con- 
ftituees, fuivant l'etat aftuel ou elles feront au premier moment ou Tune 
& l'autre couronne fe trouveront en paix avec toutes les auues Duiflances. 

III. S.M. Tres-Chretienne & S. M. Cath. accordent la meme garantie 
abfolue & autentique au Roi des Deux-Siciles & a Tlnfant Don Philippe 
DucdeParme, pour tous les etats, uays et places qu'ils polTedentj bjcn 
entendu que S. M. Sicilienne & ledit Infant Due de Parme garantiront 
aufli de leur part tous les etats, domaines de S. Mr Ties-chrctienne & de 
S. M. catholique. < 

IV. Quoiqueh garantie inviolable & mutuelle alaquelle L. L. M. M. 
Tres-chr£t. & catholique s'engagent, doive etrc foutenuedc touteleur pu- 
jlTance, & que Uurs majeftcs Tentendent ainfi d'apres le principe, <jui eft 
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power, their majeftics fo underftanding it, according to the 
principle, the foundation of this treaty, « that whoever at? 
tacks one crown, attacks the other yet the two contracting 
parties have judged it advifable to ascertain the firft fuccours, 
which the required power fhall be obliged to furnilh the re- 
quiring power with. 

V; It is ftipulated and agreed between the two kings, that the 
crown required to furnifh the fuccours, (hall have in one or 
feveral of its ports, three months after the requifition, twelve 
armed fhips of the line, and fix frigates, at the entire difpofal 
of the requiring court. 

VI. The required power (hall have in the fame fpace of 
thtfc months, at the difpofal of the requiring power, eighteen 
thoufand foot and fix thou fa nd horfe, if Prance be the re- 
quired power ; and Spain, in cafe of being the required 
power, ten thoufand fopt and two thoufand horfe. In this 
difference of number, a confederation has taken place in re- 
gard to the greater number of troops in the actual pay of 
France, than thofe maintained by Spain ; but if it fhould 
happen hereafter, that there was an equal number of troops 
on foot on both fides, the obligation would then be equally 
binding to furntfh reciprocally the fame number. The re- 
quired power engages to afiemble its quota, and keep it in 
readinefs for its deftination, yet without immediately fending 
it forth from its ftates, but Rationing it in that part of its dates 
as fhall be directed by the requiring party, that h may lie 

there 

lc fondement de ce traite : Qui attaque une couronne, attaque Tautre 5 
cependant les deux parties contra&antes oht juge a propos de fixer les pre" 
miers fetours, que la puiflance requife (era tenue de fournir a lapuiflanc e 
l-equeYante. / 

V. II eft convenu entre les deux Rois, que la couronne, qui fera requife 
de fournir le fecours, aura dans un ou plufieurs de fes ports trois mois a- 
pres la requifition, douze vaifleaux de ligne & fix fregates armees a la 
difpofition entiere de la cour requerante. 

VI. La puiflance requife tiendra dans le meme efpace de trois mois a la 
difpofition de la puiflance requerante 18 mille hommes d'infanterie & 6 
mille hommes de cavalerie, fi la France eft la puiflance requife j & TEfpagne 
dans lecasou elle feioit la puiflance requife 10 mille hommes d'infanterie 
& deux mille de cavalerie. Dans cette difference de nombre on a eu egard 
a celle qui fe trouve entre les troupes que la France a actueilement fur pied, 
& celles qui font entretenues par l'Efpagne. Mais s'il arrivoit dans la 
fuite, que le nombre de troupes fur pied fut e*gal de part & d' autre, Tobli - 
gation feroit des-lors pareillement egale de fournir reciproquement le me- 
me nombre. La puiflance requife s'engage a aflembler celui qu'elle devra 
fournir & a le mettrc a portee de fa deftination, fans cependant le faire 
d'abord fortir de fes etats> mais de le placer dans la partie des ctats qui fera" 
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there more convenient for the enterprise, or the 6bje& for 
which the faid troops (hall be demanded ; and as this ttation- 
ing and deftination muft be preceded by fonie embarkation, 
navigation, or marching of troops by land, the whole is to be 
at the expence of the required power, to which the faid fuc- 
cours (hall belong as a property. 

VII. As to what alfo regards the difference of the faid num- 
ber of troops to be- furnifhed, his Catholic majefty excepts the 
cafe wherein they might be neceflary for defending the domi- 
nions of the Icing of the Two Sicilies, fiis fon,or thofe of the 
Infant duke of Parma, his brother 5 fo that acknowledging 
the obligation by preference, though voluntary, which the ties 
of blood fhould then lay him under, the Catholic king pro- 
mifes»in thefe two cafes, to furniOi the fuccours of eighteen 
thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, and even all his forces, 
without requiring any thing from his moft Chriftian majefty, 
but the number of troops above (lipulated, and the endeavours 
his tender friend (hip for the princes of his blood might infpire 
him to do in their favour. 

VJII. His moft Chriftian majefty excepts likewife on his 
fide, the wars wherein he might enter or take part, in confe- 
rence of the engagements he has contracted by the treaties' 
of Weftphalia, and other alliances with the powers of Ger- 
many and the North; and confidering that the faid wars can- 
Dot concern in any thing the crown of Spain*, his moft 
Chriftian majefty promifes to require no fuccours from the 
Catholic king, unlefs fome maritime powers {hould take part 
in the faid wars, or the events {hould prove fo contrary to 
prance, as to be attacked in her own country by texid ; and 

in 

indiqueepar la partie requerante, afin qu'il y foit plus a portee de rentre- 
prife, ou objet pour leqiiel die demandera les dites troupes j & comme cet 
emplacement devra ttre precede de quetque embarquement, navigation ou 
iTjarchedes troupes parterre, le tout s'executera aux fraix de la puiffance 
requite, a qui ledit fecours appartiendra en propriete. 

VII. Quant ace qui regarde la difference dudit nombre des troupes a fournlr' 
S. M. cath. excepte le cas 011 elles feroient necelfairespour dcicndre les do- 
maines du Roi des Deux-Siciles, fon fils,ou ceux de Tlnfant Due de Parme, 
fon frere j de forte que reconnoiffant Tobligation de preference, quoique 
volontaire, o^ue les liens du fang& de la prothe partnte lui iinpoferoient 
alors, le Roi cath. . proraet dans ces deux cas defoumirlc fecours de 18 
mille hommes d'infunterie & de 6 mille de cavalerie, & meme tomes fes 
forces fans lien exiger de S. M. Tres-chrctiennc que le nombre de troupes 
ci-deffiis ftipule, & les efforts que fa tendrc amitie pour les princes de fon 
lang pourra lui infpirer de faire en leur faveur. 

VIII. S. M, Tres-chretiennc excepte aufli dc fon cott les guerre s, dar.s, 
lefquelles elle pourroit.entrcr ou prendre part en confequence des engage-' 
mens qu'elle a contiaftes par les trails Wcllphalie & auvres alliances 

av-vc . 
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in this kft cafe, his Catholic majefty promifes the mod 
Chriftian king, to furnifh him, without any exception, not 
only with the faid ten thoufand foot- and two thoufand horfe, 
but alfo to extend, in cafe of neceffity , tnis fuccour to eighteen 
thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, in the manner his moft 
Chriftian majefty has ilipulated to fupply the Catholic king ; 
his Catholic majefty engaging, if it fhould fo happen, to pay 
no regard to the difproportion between the land forces of 
France and thofe of Spain. 

IX. It (hall be free to the requiring power, to fend one or 
feveral commiflioners, chofen among their fubjccls, to be cer- 
tain of themfelves that the required power has aflembled in 
three months, reckoning from the requifition, and has in one 
or feveral of its ports the twelve armed fhips of the line, and 
fix frigates, as well as the ftipulated number of land troops, 
all ready for marching. 

X. The faid (hips, frigates and troops, are to ac"fc according 
to the will of the power that (hall have an occafion for, and 
lhall have demanded them, and the required power (hall make 
but one only reprefentation on the motives or objects alledged 
and pointed out for the employment of the faid land and fea 
forces. 

XI. What- 

a?ee les puiflances d'Allemagne & du nord ; 8c confiderant que lefdites 
guerres ne peuvent interefler cn ricn la couronne d'Efpagne, S. M. Tres- 
Chre'tienne promet de ne point exiger aucun fecours du Roi Cat hoi i que, a 
moins cependant, que.quelques puiflances mari times ne priffent part aux- 
dites guerres, ou que les evenemens ne fuffent li contraires a la France 
qu'elle feroit attaquee dans fon propre pays per terre} & dans ce dernier 
casS. M. Cath. promet au Roi Tres-Chr. de lui fournir fans aucune ex- 
ception non feulement les fufdits xo mille hommes d'infanterie & 2000 de 
cavalerie, mais audi de porter, en cas de befoin, ce fecours jufqu'a. 18 
mille hommes d'infanterie & 6 mille de cavalerie, ainfi qu^il a ete ftipule" 
|par rapport au nombre a fournir au Roi Catholicrue par S. M. T. C. fa 
majefte cath. s'engageant, fi le cas arrive, de n'avoir aucun egard a la dif- 
proportion qui fe trouve entre les forces de terre d> la France & celles de 
TEfpagne. 

IX. II fera libre a la puiflance requerante d'envoyer un ou plufieurs 
commiflaires choifis parmi les fujets, pour s'aflurer par eux-mtmes que la 
puiflance requife a raflemble dans les 3 mois, a compter de la requifition, 8c 
tient dans un ou plufieurs de fes ports les iz vaifleaux de ligne & 6 fregates 
armees en guerre, ainfi que le nombre ftipule des troupes de terre, le tout 
pret a marcher. 

X. Lefdits vaifleaux, frigates & troupes agiront, felon la volonte de la 
puiflance, qui en aura befoin 8c qui les aura demandes, fans que fur les 
motifs ou fur les objets indiques pour Temploi defdites forces de terre & de 
mer, la puiflance requife puifle faire plus d'une feule & unique reprefenta- 
tion. 

XI, La 
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XI. Whatever here has been agreed upon, fhall take place 
every time the requiring power may aik fuccours for fome of- 
fensive or defenfive enterp'rize by land or fea, of immediate 
execution, and ought to be uhderftood in the cafe, when the 
(hips and frigates of the required power repair to fome port of 
its dates, becaufe it will then be fufficient to keep its land and 
fea forces ready, in the parts of its dominions fpecified by the 
requiring power, asufeful toitsviews. 

XII. The demand which one of the two fovereigns makes 
on the other for the fuccour ftipulated by the prefent treaty, 
fhall be fufficient for ascertaining the want on one part, and 
the obligation on the other, of furniming the faid fuccours, 
without its being neceflary to enter into, any manner of ex- 
planation, on any pretext whatfoever, to elude the moft 
prompt and the moft perfect execution of this engagement, 

XIII. In confequence of the foregoing article, the difcuf- 
Aon of the ofFenfive and defenfive cafe cannot take place ia 
regard to the twelve mips, the fix frigates, and the land forces 
to be furniihed, as thefe forces are to be con fide red in all cafes, 
" apd three months after the requifition," as belonging in 
property to the power that fhall have required them. 

XIV. The power that furnifhes the fuccours, either in 
Slips and frigates, or troops, fhall pay them wherever its ally 
fhall make them ac~t, as if thefe forces were employed directly 
for itfelf ; and the requiring power (hall be obliged, whether 
the faid (hips, frigates, or troops, remain for a long or Ihort 

time 

XI. Ce qui vjent d'etre convenu, aura lieu toutes les fois que la puiffance 
requerante demanderoit les fecours pour quelque entreprife offenfive ou de- 
fenfive de terre ou de mer, d'une execution immediate, 8c doit s'entendre 
pour le cas ou les vaiffcaux 8c frigates de la puiffance requife iroient s'e'ta* 
blir dans quelque portde fes etats, puifipi'il luftira alors, qu'elle tienne fes 
forces de terre & de mer pretes dans les endroits de fes domaines qui feront 
indiques par la puiffance requerante, comme plus utiles a fes vues. 

XII. La demande que Tun des deux fouverains feraa l'autre des fecours 
ftipules par le prefent traite, fuffixa pour conftater le befoin d'une part 8c 
Tobligation de l'autre, de fournir ledit fecours, fans qu'il foit neceflaire 
d'entrer dans aucune explication, de quelque efpece quelle puiffe gtre, 
ni fous quelque pre"texte que ce foit, pour e"luder la plus prompte & la plus 
parfaitc execution de cet engagement. 

XIII. En confequence de Particle precedent, la difcuffion du cas offenfif 
& tlefenfif ne pourra point avoir lieu par rapport aux douze vaiffeaux, aux 
6 frcgatcs, & aux troupes de terre a fournir, ces forces devant etre regar- 
ded dans tous les cas, & trois mois apres la requifition, comme appartenant 
en propriete a Japuiflance, qui les aura requifes. 

XIV. La puiffance, qui fournira le fecours, foit en vaiffeaux 8c frigates 
foit en troupes, les payera par-tout ou ion allie les fera agir, comme fi ces 
forces etoient employees direciement pour ellc-meme ; 8c la puiffance reque- 
rante fera obligee, foit que lefdits vaifleaux, fregates ou troupes reftentpeu 

OU 
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tittle in the ports, to provide for them all neceflkries, at the 
lame price as if they were its own, and to make them enjoy 
the fame prerogatives and privileges, its own troops enjoy. 
It has been agreed, that in no wife the faid {hips or troops 
mall be at the charge of the power to which they are fent, 
and that they mall remain at its difpofal, during the continu- 
ance of the war in which it (hall have engaged. 

XV. The moft Chriftian king and the Catholic king, 
bind themfelves to keep compleat and well armed the (hips, 
frigates and troops, which their majeftics are to furnifh reci- 
procally ; fo that as foon as the required power {hall bavo 
furntfhed the fuccours ftipulated by the articles V. and VI. of 
the prefent treaty, it fhali procure the fitting out and arming 
in its ports of a fufficient number of (hips, for immediately 
replacing thofe which may be loft from accidents of the war 
or fea ; and the fame power (hall equally V;eep ready the re- 
emits, and the ncceflary repairs for the land troops it lhali 
have furnifhed. 

• XVI. The fuccours ftipulated in the. foregoing articles, 
frorfuant to the time and manner fet forth, are to be conftdered 
as an obligation infeparable from the ties of confanguinity 
and friend&ip, and the intimate union .the two contracting 
monarchs defire to perpetuate amopg their defendants } and 
thefe stipulated fuccours are what the required power can Jeaft 
do for the power that (hall have an occafion for them : hut 
as the intention of the two kings is, that war commencing 
for or zgainft one of the two crowns, ought to become pecu- 
liar and perfonal to the other, it is agreed and determined* 

that 

©u long- terns dans les porta, de lesfaire pourvoir de toutee dont elles au- 
rant befoin au meme prix que fi elles hit appartenoient en prouriete, Sc a 
lesfaire jouir des memes prerogatives & privileges, dont jouiffent lbs pro- 
pres troupes. Il a etc convenu, que dans aucun cas lefdits vajflbaux ou 
troupes ne pourront etre a la charge de la puiflfance, a qui ils feront en- 
voyes, & qn'ils fubfilteront a fa difpofition pendant toutc la duree de la 
guerre dans laquellc elle fetrouvera engagee. 

XV. Le Roi T. chr. & le Roi cath. s'obligent a tenir complets & bien 
*miJs ks vaiifcaux, fre'gates, & troupes, que L. L. M. M. (e fourniront 
red prcquement ; de forte qu'auflitot que la, puiflance requifc aura fourni 
ks fecours Iti pules par ks art. 5 and 6 du prefent traite, die fera aimer 
d ms fes ports un nombre luftifant de vaifTeaux pour remplacer fur k champ 
ccux qui pourroicnt etre perduspar les e*venenicns de la guerre ou de la 
mer : cctte mcmc puiflancc tiendra egalement prctes les recrues & les repa- 
rations nccetfjires pour les troupes de terre quelle aura a fournir. 

XVI. Les fecours ftipules dans les art. preccdens felon le tems& lamani- 
erc qui a eti; e::pliqn£e, doivent etre confideres commd une obligation infe- 
parable des liens de la pirentc" 8c amitie & de Tumon intime que les deux 
monavques coritiadans deiirent de perpeiuer entre leurs defcendans ; & ccs 

fecours. 
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that as fbon as the two kings (hall engage in a war, declared 
againft the fame enemy or enemies, the obligation of the laid 
itiptilated fuccours fhaH ceafe, and in lieu thereof, for the 
two crowns (hall fucceed the obligation of waging war con* 
jointly) by employing in it all their forces; and for this pur* 
pofe, the two high contracting parties (hall then ftipulate be- 
tween them particular agreements, relative to the circum- 
{tances of the war in which they are engaged, and (hall con- 
cert their efforts, and their refpe&ive and reciprocal advan- 
tages, as alfo their military and political plans and operations \ 
and thefe agreements being ratified, the two kings (hall exe- 
cute them together, and with one common and perfect ac- 
cord. 

XVII. His moft Chriflian and his Catholic majefty en- 
gage and promife, in cafe of being at war, neither to exe* 
cute, nor make any propofal of peace, nor treat of, nor con- 
clude any with their enemy or enemies, but with one com- 
mon accord and mutual confent, and to communicate reci- 
procally whatever might come to their knowledge, which 
fhould intereft the two crowns, and in particular the object 
of the pacification ; fo that in war, as well as in peace, each 
of the two crowns (hall confider as its own interefts, thofe of 
the crown its ally. 

XVIII. Con- 

i 

tecours ftipules feront cc que la puiflance requife pourra faire de moins 
Jjxwr la putftmce qui en aura befoin. Mais comme l'intention des deujt 
Kois eft que la guerre comm en cant poui ou contre Tune des deux couron- 
nes, doit devenir pfopre & perfonelfe a Pautre, il eft convenu que des que 
les deux Roia fe trouveronten guciTe declares centre le mcme ou les mo- 
nies enuemis, Pobligation defdits fecours ftipules ceflera & a la place fuc- 
cedera pour les deux couronnes Pobligationde faire la guerre cDnjointe- 
ment en y employant touted leurs forces \ 8c pour cct effet les deux hautes 
parties contraftantes feront alors entre elles des conventions particulieres, 
relatives aux circonftances de la guerre, dans laquelle elles l'e trouveront 
cngagces, concerteront leurs efforts & leurs avantages refpectifs & recipio- 
ques, comnle aufii leurs plans & operations mi litaires & politique* j & ces 
conventions etapt fake*, les deux Kois les executeront eniemble & d'un 
commun & parfait accord. 

XVII. L. L. M. M. T. chr. & eath. s'engagent & fc promettent pour 
le cas ou elles fe troUveroient en guerre> de n'executer, ni faire aucuns 
proportion de paix, de ne la trailer ni conc'ure avee 1'ennemi ni les cfcne- 
misqu'ellcB auront, que d'un accord & confentcment mutual & commui), 
& de fe communiquer reciproquement tout ce qui pourroit venir a leiu* 
connoifiance qui intcpeneroit les deux couronnes & en paiticulier fur Toh- 
jet dc la pacification; dc forte qu'en guerre comme en p.iix, chacUne de* 
deux couronnes regardcra comme fes propre*int£rcts ceux de la cenronne, i 
Jbn all ice. 

Pol. Reg. Vol. X. L XVIII. En 
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XVIII. Conformably to this principle, and the engage* 
ment contra&ed in confcquence thereof, his mod Chriftian 
and his Catholic majefty agree, that when the war they have 
fupported in common is terminated by peace, they (hall com- 
penfate the advantages one of the two powers may have had, t 
with the lofles the other may have fuftained, fo that in regard 
to the conditions of peace, as well as the operations of war, 
the two monarchs of France and Spain, through the wliole 
extent of their dominion, (hall be confidered and (hall a& as 
if they formed but one only and the fame power. 

XIX. His majefty the king of the Two Sicilies, having 
the fame connection of kindred and friendfhip, and the fame 
interefts that intimately unite his moft Chriftian and his Ca- 
tholic majefty, his faid Catholic majefty ftipulates for the 
king of the Two Sicilies, his fon, and takes upon him to 
make him ratify, as well for himfelf as for his defendants in 
perpetuity, all the articles of the prefent treaty ; and further, 
that whatever regards the proportion of the fuccours to be 
furniftied by his Sicilian majefty, it (hall be determined by 
his act, of acceffion to the faid treaty, according to the extent 
of his power. 

XX. His moft Chriftian majefty, and their Catholic and 
Sicilian majefties, engage not only to concur to the fupport 
and fplendour of their kingdoms in their actual ftate, but 

alfo 

XVIII. En conformite de ce prindpe k de Tengagement contra£te en 
co.ifequence leurs M. T. chr. & cath. fontconvenues, que lorfqu'il s'agira 
de terminer par la paix la guerre quclles auront ibutenue en comniun, el- 
ks cunmenferont les avannges qu'une des deux ptiiffances poutroit avoir 
eus avec les pertes que Tautre anroit pu faire, de maniere que fur lea con- 
ditions He lapaix ainfi que furies operations de b guerre les deux monar- 
chies de France & iTEfpagne dans toute Tetenduc de leur domination fe- 
ront regardees & agiiont comme it ellesne formoient qu'une feule & mcme 
puiflance. 

XIX. S. M. le Roi des Dcux-Siciles ayant les memes liaifons de pa- 
rente & d'amitie & les memes interets, qui uniflent intimeraentL. L. M, 
"M. T. chr. &: cath. S. M. cath. ftipule pour le Roi des Deux-Siciles, fon 
fil>, &s\>b)ige a lui faire ratifier, tant pcur lui que pour les delcendans a 
pcrpetuitt, tous les articles du prefent traite j bicn entendu que pour ce 
qui regaide la propoition des fecours a fournir par S. M. Siciliennc, ils 
feront determines dans ion a£ie d'acceflion audit traite, fuivant l'etcndue 
de f' puiir.:nce. 

XX. L. L. M. M. T. chr. cath. & Sicilienne s'engagent non feulement 
a tononrir au mainticn & a la fplendcurde leurs Royaumes dans Tetat ou> 
ils It trmventacluellement, mais encore a foutenirfur tous les ohjets, fans 
txcejtim, la dignits & les droits de leurs nwifons \ de forte que chaque 

prince 
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* tlfo to maintain beyond all other objects without exception, 
the dignity and rights of their houfes ; fo that each prince, 
who (hall have the honour to be defcended from the fame 
blood, may be allured, on all occafions, of the protection 
and afliftance of the three crowns. 

XXL The prefent treaty being to be confidered, as fet 
forth in the preamble, * a Family-Compact between all the 
branches of the auguft houfe of Bourbon,' no other power 
butthofe of this houfe, can be invited or admitted to accede" 
to it. 

XXII. The drift friendfhip that unites the contracting 
monarchs, and the engagements they enter into by this trea- 
ty, determine them alfo to ftipulate, that their refpective 
ftates and fubjects Hull partake of the advantages and union 
eftabliftied between thefe fovereigns; and cheu majefties pro- 
mife not to fuffer in any cafe, nor under any pretence whaifo- 
eytr, their faid fubjects and ftates to do or undertake any thing 
contrary to the prefent correfpondjnee, that ought to fubfiit 
inviolably between the three crowns. 

XXL1I. To cement in as great a degree as the nature of the 
matter may admit this good undemanding, and thofe recipro- 
cal advantages between the fubjects of the two crowns, it is 
agreed that the Spaniards (hall be no longer reputed Aubains 
in France, and confequently his moft Chriftian majefty en- 
gages to abolifli in their favour the * Droit d'Aubaine,' 
whence they may difpofeby donative wills orotherwife, of all 
their goods and effects without exception, of what nature fo- 
ever, they may poflefs in his kingdom ; and.their heirs, fub- 
jects of his Catholic majefty, reliding as well in France as 

L 2 el few here, 

prince qui aufla Thonneur d'etre iflu du meme fang, pourroit ctre a/fure en 
toutc occafion de la protection & de rafliftance des trcis couronnes. 

XXI. Le prei'ent traite devant ctre regarde, ainft qu'il a ete annonce 
dans lc preambule, comme un Pacte de Familleenlre toutes les branches de 
J'augufte maiibn de Bourbon, nuLe autre puiflfrmceque cellcs qui feront de 
cette maifon, ne pourra ctre invitee ni admife a y acceder. 

XXII. I/amitie etroite qui unit les monarqucs contraclans, & les cn- 
gagemens qu'ils prennent par ce traite, les determinent aulli a ftipuler que 
Jeurs etats & lujets refpe-Slifs participei ont aux avantages & a la liaifen eta- 
blie entre ccs fouverains, & L. M. fe promettent de ne pas fouffrir qu'en 
aucun cas, ni fous q^elque pi etexte que ce folt, leurs d its etats & fuje s pu- 
iflent rien faire ou entrcprendre de contraire a la parfai e correfpondance, 
qui doitlubfilter inviolablement entre les trois couronnes. 

XXIII. Pour ciinenter d'autant plus cetie intelligence & ces avantages 
reciproques entre les fujets des deux couronnes, il a ete convtnu que le« 
Efpagnols ne feront plus reputes Aubains en France, & en conftqueme S. 
M. T. C. s'engage aabo'ir en leur faveurle Droit cTAubaine, enforte quails 
pourrontfIifj>ufci'par teiiamens donatifs ou auircmem, de tous leurs bien» 

f.U13 
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elfewherc, may recover and enjoy their fuccefltorte, even tho* 
they fhould die inteftate, either by themfelves, their attor- 
neys, or order, without having previoufly obtained letters of 
naturalization, and may tranfport them out of N the ftates of 
his moft Chriftian majefty, notwithstanding all laws, edi£te» 
ftatute*, cuftoms, or rights hereto contrary, which his moft 
Chriftian majefty relinquifhes, in as great a degree as the oc- 
cafion may require. His Catholic majefty engages on his 
fide, to procure the enjoyment of the fame privileges, and af- 
ter the fame manner, in all the ftates and countries of his 
dominions in Europe, for all the French and fubjecta of his 
moft Chriftian majefty, in regard to the free difpofal of what^ 
ever they may poflefs through the whole extent of the Spanifh 
monarchy ; fo that the fubje&s of the two crowns lhall be 
generally treated in every particular regarding this article, in 
the countries of the two dominions, as the proper and natu- 
ral fubjecls of the power in the ftates of which they may re- 
fide. All that is faid above in regard to the abolition of the 
* Droit d'Aubaine/ and the advantages the French are to 
enjoy in the ftates of the kingdom of Spain in Europe, and 
the Spaniards in France, is granted to the fubjecls of the king 
of the Two Sicilies, who are comprehended on the fame con- 
ditions in this article ; and reciprocally the fubjecls of his 
moft Chriftian nifjefty and his Catholic majefty, are to enjoy 
the fame exemptions and advantages in the ftates of his Sici- 
lian majefty. 

XXIV. The 

Tans exception, de quelque nature qu'ils foient, qu'ils poflederont dani 

fon Koyaume, & que leurs beritiers, fujets de S. M. cath, demeurant tant 
cn France qifailleurs, pourront recueiiiir leurs fucceflions merne ab infte- 
tat, foit pnr eux«-memes, foit par leurs procuieurs, ou martdateurs, quoi« 
qu'ils n'aventpoint o!>tenude Ietucs denaturalite t & les iranfporter hors de* 
ctats de S. M. T. C. non obitant toutes loix, edits, ftatuts, contumc s ou 
droits a ce contrahes, auxqu^IIes S. M. T. C. dcrogc entant que befoin 
feroit. S, M. carh. s'engage de fon cote a faire jouir dea memcs privilege* 
& de la mcme manicre dan? tous les etats Sc pays de fa domination en Eu- 
rope reus les Francois & fujets de 8. M. T. C, par rapport a U libre dif- 
pofition des biens qu'ils poflederont dans toute Vctendue de la monarchic 
liipagr.oic : dc forte que les fujets des deux couronr.es feront geneialement 
traitcs en tout Sc pour tout ce qui rega) de cet article, dan* les pays des deux 
dominations, commc les proj>res Sc naturels iiijcts de la piufiance, dans 
les etats de jaquelie ils refideront. Tout ce qui ell dit ci-dt(tus par rap- 
port a l'aholition du Droit d'Aubaine & aux avantages dont les Francois 
doivent jouirdans lesetnts du Royaume d'Efpagne en Europe, Sc les EP. 
pr.gnoisen France, eft accorde, aux iuj ts du Roi des Deux-Siciles, qui fe*. 
ront compris aux mj.nes conditions dans cet article ; et rcciproquemcnt Jes 
fujets dc J.. M. T. C. Sc cat'ioiique jouiront des monies exemptions 8c 
outages dans les etats dg S, M. Sicilies, XXiy* Let 
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. XXIV. The fubje£b of the high contracting parties fhall 
K' treated relatively to commerce and impofts in each of the 
two kingdoms in Europe, as natural fubjecls of the country 
where they ihall arrive or refide, fo that the Spanifh flag fhall 
enjoy in France the fame rights and prerogatives the trench 
flag does, and in like manner the French flag fhall be treated 
In Spain with the fame favour as the Spanifh flag. The fub- 
jecls of the two monarchies declaring their merchandizes, 
ihall pay the fame duties as are paid by nationals ; importation 
and exportation (hall be equally free to them, as to natural 
iubje&s, and no duties ihall be payable on either fide, but 
thofe the foverei^n's own fubje«Sts are liable to, nor other 
things fubje& to conhTcation, but thofe prohibited to nationals 
them lei ve si and as to what regards thefe particulars, all prior 
treaties, conventions, or engagements between the two mo- 
narchies, ihall remain abolifhed : furthermore, no other fo- 
reign power fhall enjoy in Spain no more than in France, 
any greater emolumcntal privilege than that of the two na- 
tions ; the fame regulation ihall be obferved in France and 
Spain, in regard to the flag and fubjecls of the king of the 
Two Sicilies, and his Sicilian majefty fhall have it recipro- 
cally obferved in regard to the flag and fubjecls of the crowns 
of France and Spain. 

XXV. If the high contracting parties make hereafter fome 
treaty of commerce with other powers, and grant them, or 

have 

XXIV. Les fujets des hautes parties contra&antes feront traite*s relative - 
rnent au commerce & aux impofitiorn, dans chacun des deux Royaumts en Eu- 
rope, comme les propres iujets du pays ou ils aborderont ou n'fide ieront, 
de forte que le pavilion Efpagnol jouira en France des memes droit? & prero- 
gatives que le pavilion Francois, Sc pareillement que U pavilion Francois 
fera traite en Efpagne avec la merae faveur que le pavilion Efpagnol. Let 
fujets des deux monarchies en declarant leurs merchandiies payeront les 
memes droits qui feront payes par les nat'tonaux. I/importation & expor- 4 
tation leur fera egalmcnt libre, comme aux fujets naturels, & il u'y aura 
de droits a payer de part & d'autie, queceux qui feront percus fur les pro- 
pres fujtts du fouverain, ni de matieres fujettesa confifcation, que cellesqui 
Jeront prohibees aux n uionaux eux-mem^S} & pour ce qui re^arde ccs 
objets, tout traite, conventions ou engagemens anterieurs entre Its deux 
monarchic-., rcfterontabolis: bien entendu que nulle autre puiiTance etran- 
gere ne jouira en Efpagne non plus qu'en France d'aucuu privilege plug 
avantageux que celui des deux nations. On obfervera les mcmes regie* en 
France & en Efpagne a regard du pavilion & des fujets du Koi des Deux 
Sicile-, & b'. M. S. le fera reciproquement obteiver a regard du paviUon 
& des fujets des couronnes de France 8c d'Efpagne. 

XXV. Si les hautes parties contra&antes font dans la fuite quelque 
traiie de com merre avec d'autres puiffances: & lem accordent ou leur ont 
fJeja accords dan? leurs ports ou etats le ti^ternent tie la nation )a plus fa vc- 
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have already granted them in their ports or Gates, the treat- 
ment of themoft favoured nation, it fhall be notified by way 
of prevention to the faid powers, that the treatment of the 
Spaniards in France and in the Two Sicilies, of the French 
in Spain and likewife in the Two Sicilies, and of the Neapo- 
litans and Sicilians in France and Spain on the fame confidc- 
ration, is excepted in this refpeft, and ought not to be pro- 
duced nor ferve for an example, his moft Chriftian majefty 
ind their Catholic and Sicilian majefties, being unwilling 
any other nation fhould partake of the privileges, they have 
judged proper to impart indifcriminately to their refpeclivc 
fubjedts. 

XXVI. The high contracting parties (hall make a recipro- 
cal communication of all the alliances they may hereafter 
farm, and the negociations they may enter into, efpecially 
when any way connected with their common interefts ; and 
in confequence hereof his moft Chriftian majefty, and their 
Catholic and Sicilian majefties, fhall order all their refpective 
minifters in other European courts, to live with each other in 
the moft perfect intelligence, and with the moft intire confi- 
dence, that all the fteps taken in the name of any of the three 
crowns, may tend to their glory and common advantage, and 
be a conftant pledge of the intimate union which their faid 
majefties defire to maintain and perpetuate with one ano- 
ther. 

XXVII. The nice point of precedence in acts, functions, 
and public ceremonies, is often an obftacle to the good har- 
mony 

riCce, on prevkndra les dites pui fiances quele traitement des Efpagnolsert 
France & dans les Deux-Siciles, des Francois en Efpagne & p treillcment 
dans les Deux Siciles, & des Napolitains & Sici liens en France & eh EJ*- 
I>a<me for le mcme objet, eft excepte a cet egard Sc ne doit point £tre cite 
»i*VeiTir d'excmple} L, M. T. Chr. catholique & Sicilienne ne voulant . 
fuiie participer aucune autre nation aux- privileges, dont elles jugent con- 
vcnable de faire jouir reciproquement leurs fujets refoe&ifs. 

XXVI. Les hautes parties contraftantes fe conheront reciproquement 
toutes les alliances, qn'elles pourront former dans la fuite, & les negocia- 
tions qu'elles pourront fuivre, four- tout lorfqu'elles aurom quelque rap- 
port avec leurs interers commune ; & en confequence L. L. M. M. T. 
chr. cath. & Sicilienne ordenncront a tous les miniftres refpeaifs qu'elles 
entretiennentdans les auties cours de TEurope, de vivrc cntre eux dans In- 
telligence la plus paifaite & avec la plus entiere confiancc, afin que toutes 
|es demarches faites au nom de quelqu'une des trois couronnes tendent a 
leur gloire & a leurs avantages communs & foient un gage conftant de 
rintimite que leurs dites majeftes veulent ctablir & perpetucr entre 
elles 
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mony and intimate confidence it is neceflary to maintain 
between the refpecYive minifters of France and Spain, becaufe 
thefe Torts of difcuffions, whatever means may be adopted for 
fdencing them, generally irritate minds. They were natu- 
ral when the two crowns belonged to princes of different 
houfes ; but now, and fince Providence has vouch fafed to 
maintain on the two thrones fovereigns of the fame houfe, it 
is not proper any occafion of altercation or difcontent (hould 
fubfift between them ; his mod Chriftian majefty and his 
Catholic majeity, have therefore agreed to lay it down as an 
invariable rule to their minifters, veiled with the fame cha- 
racter in family courts as are now thofe of Naples and Parma, 
that the minifters of the monarch head of the houfe (hall al- 
ways have the precedence in any a&, function, or ceremony 
whatever ; which precedence is to be confidercd as a conft- 
quence of the advantage of birth, and that in all other courts 
the minifter, whether of France or Spain, who is arrived laft f 
or whofe refidence is more recent, fhall give place to the mi- 
nifter of the other crown, and of the fame character who is 
come rlrft, or whofe refidence is longer ; fo that for the fu- 
ture, in this refpect, there may be a conftant and fraternal 
alternative, to which no other power ought nor can be ad- 
mitted, forafmuch as this arrangement, which is merely a 
confequence of this prefent Family Compact, would ceafe 
and determine, if the princes of the fame houfe did not occu- 
py 

- 

XXVII. I/Objet delicat dans la prefeance, dans les a£tes, fon&ions $c 
ceremonies publiques, eft fouvent un obftacle a la bonne harmonie & 2 
1'intime confiance, qu'il eonvient d'entretenir entre les miniftres rcfpeclifs 
de France &d'£fpagne, parcc que ces fortes dedifcuflions, quelque tour- 
mure qu'on prenne pour les faire cefler, indifpofent les efprits j elks etoient 
naturelles, quand les deux couronnes appartenoient a dts princes de deux 
diffcrentes maifons j mais a&uellement & pour tout le terns que la provi- 
dence a determine de maintenir fur les deux troncs des fouverains de la 
rneme maifon, il n'eft pas convenable qu'il fubfifte entre eux une occafion 
continuelle d'altercation & de mecontentement. L. L. M. M. T Chr. & 
Cath. font convenues en confequence de faire entierement cefler cette occa- 
fion en fixant pour regie invariable a leurs miniftres revetusdu mcme carac- 
tere dans les cours de famille comme font prefentement celles de Naples 5c 
de Parme, que les miniftres du monarque chef dc la maifon auront toujour* 
la prefeance dans tel acle, fonfticm ou ceremonieque ce foit, laquelle preft- 
ance fera regardee comme une fuite de Tavantage de la naiflanee, & que 
dans toutes les autres cours le miniftre, foit de France foit d'Efpagne, qui 
fera arrive le dernier, ou dont la refid:nce fera plus recente, cedent au mi- 
niftre de Tautre couionne & de meme cara&ere qui fera arrive le premier, 
ou dont la refidence fera plus ancienne j de facon cofil y aura deform ais a 
cet egard une alternative tonftante & fraterneile, a laquelle aucune autre 

puiffance ne devra ni ne pourra etre admife, attendu que cet arrangement. 

qui 

« 
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py the thrones of the two monarchies, as then each crown 
would refume its rights or pretenfions to precedence : It has 
been likewife agreed to, that if by chance the minifters of the 
two crowns fhould arrive precifely at the feme time in a court* 
that is not of the family, the minifter of the fovereign 4 head 
of the houfe, fhall have the precedence on that account of the 
minifter of the fovereign, who is junior of the houfe. 

XXVIil. The prefent treaty or Family Compacl (hall be 
ratified, and the ratifications (hall be exchanged within the 
fpaceof one month, or fooner, if it can be done, reckoning 
from the day of the figning of the faid treaty* 

In confirmation of which, we, the minifters, plenipoten- 
tiary of his moft Chriftian majefty, and of his Catholic maje- 
fty, fubfigned, in virtue of the full powers which are literally 
and faithfully tranferibed at bottom of this prefent treaty, have 
iigned it, and put thereto the feals of our arms. 
Done at Paris the 15th Auguft 1761. 

(Signed; The Due DE CHOISEUL. 

qui eft uniquement une fuite du prefent Paclie de Famille, cefleroit, fi des 
princes de h meme maifon n'occupotent plus les trones des deux rrion archies 
& qu'alors chaque couronne rentreroit dans les droits ou pretentions a la 
prefcance. II a cte convenu aufli, que fi par quelque cas fortuit les mini- 
ftres des deux couronnes arrivoient precifement en mcme terns dans ur.e 
cour, autre que celle de famille, leminiftredu louverain, chef de lamai- 
ibn, precedera a ce titre le minillredu ibuveiain, cadet de la maiibn. 

XXVIIL Le prefent traite ou Pa&e de Famille fera ratifie, & les ratifi- 
cations en feront ech:mge*es dans le terns d'un mois, ou plus tot, fi faire fo 
peur, a compter du jour de la fignature dudit traite. 

En foi de quoi nous miniftres-plenipotentjairesdcfamajefte T« C. &dc 
S. IW. Cathi ibusfignes, en vertu de plems-pouvoirs, qui font tranfetiti* 
littLi-atemcnt & ridelcment au bas de ce prefent traite, nous Tavons iirjne & 
y avon* appofe les cachets de nos armes. 
Fait a Paris le 15 Aout 1761. 

(Signe) Le Due DE CHOISEUL* 

*l >* ' ' ■ I H ■ . K I ■ I — 

For the P O L I T I C A L REGISTER* 

Thoughts on Princes who have been particularly fond of their 

Subjects. 

Di quejfo Signor fpknduh ogni intento 

Sara chel topol juo viva conUnto. OaL. Fur. 

M ^TT^HE deftiny of that prince, and the objeel of hi* 
J[ wiflxes, fhall be to love his people, and to make them" 
happy." — Such is the noble light ArrofVo places Borfus, firft 
Duke of Ferrara in ! What a mag. ificent eulogium ! Every 
man* laying his hand on his heart, (hall warrant, that on that 
account only, his memory will be tranfmitted ;othe moft dif- 
tant ages, and will be dear to them. Let 
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Let us forbear giving to monarchs falfe ideas of glory * bf 
placing it in what contributes to the diftrefs and calamities of 
thofe who are fubjccl to their laws; 

A king beloved by his people, a king that ftudies the hap- 
pinefsof his people, is the only great king. 

The audacious mind that firft infinuated to a fubmiflive and 
tranquil people, that u the firft king was a fortunate foldier", 
fhould not have enjoyed the inftant that gave birth to the 
idea thefe words were expreflive of, becaufe in monarchies 
and empires they fow the jeeds of rebellion and tyranny. 

Kings fhould have no ufurped power, they fhould be all 
fathers. Let us confider them in this point of view, the only 
true one, and theii we (hall be in no dread of flavery. The 
fumame of Father was the firft that adorned the fovereigns of 
the moft ancient monarchies ; it is the unfhaken fupport of 
thrones, and fource of happinefs to the people. Cyrus was 
called the Father of Men, fo means the word Abimelech in 
the fcripture. V/hen tyiannic pride required one more pom- 
pous, thert did fear drive love away from the hearts of fub- 
jecls, and kings ceafed to reckon the days of their lives by 
their bcnefa&ions. Memphis would ftill be one of the orna- 
ments of the world, if the Ptolcmys had not fubilituted to 
that fine title others more oftentatious, or devoid of fenfe. 

The princes, whofe names will be always dear to the 
world, and whom hiftory reprefents to us as having nothing 
more at heart than the happinefs of their fubjecls, always 
gloried in having for them that tendernefs which children on- 
ly can pretend to. 

Why does Antoninus repeat fo often, " That it is better to 
fave a citizen j than kill a thoufand enemies ?" 

\Vhy does Titus think that he had loft the day that was 
not marked by his having done fome good ? — The reafon is 
plain ; thefe princes conhdered themfelvcs lefs as the mafters 
than the fathers of their people, and believed that in that 
quality they (hould find themfelves happy. 

Henry the Fourth of France was called by excellence the 
father of his people. We are furprized* that even before he 
was acknowledged king, he fhould be found funk in melan- 
choly after every victory he gained over the French, who 
had been leagued againft him. " I cannot, fays he* rejoice 
in an advantage, which 1 do not obtain but by the lofs of my 
fubjecls ; the blood of the French feems to blaft my lau- 
rels." 

Ye monarchs and potentates, get engraved on your proud 
portals, that ye have no imercft feparate from that of your 
K>1. Reg. Vol. X. M people 



people, and let Jrour fentiments correfpond with the con- 
ieffion. 

When, in looking over the fafti of the world, I figure to 
royfelf the ftreams of blood the furnames of Warlike, Invin- 
cible, Thunderbolts, given to fome fovereigns, have made to 
flow, I cannot help crying out* how long (hall our eyes be 
dazzled with thefaife glory of conquerors? And if the con- 
quefl of hearts is the only! a g rcat foul (hould be ambitious 
of, what titles can be compared with thofe of the « delight of 
mankind, the good, the beloved V 

If I enter the cabinets of the curious, they are fond of 
(hewing me compleat fets of antique medals, and all the pre- 
cious I'poils of a diverfity of other treafures. Among them 
are heads and revtrfes well preferved, and vulgar eyes fee 
with aftonifliment carrs, temples, whole armies, and trium- 
phal arches ftruck with exquifite art. Here are Percenius, 
Niger, the Gordians of Africa, and Otho in grand bronze 5 
in inert, every thing rare in this fort of erudition, enriches 
this in.menfe collection ; but if convinced that the moft efti- 
niable pieces in point of antiques, are thofe that reprefent 
and perpetuate the fineft actions of princes, I (hall give the 
preference to that where I fee Trajan diftribute ears of wheat 
to the children Italy prefents to him, with this fimple in- 
scription, but dear to my heart, * Alim Ital.' * He fed Italy 
yet I depart with a full fneer of contempt from the antiqua- 
ry, and all that c*il themfelves connoifleurs. O men, in 
what do ye make true glory to confift ! 

How J love to reprefent to myfelf on one fide Pyrrhirs con- 
ferring with Cyneas on his ambitious projects 5 and, on the 
other, Henry IV. of France, confeffing to a Spanifh ambaf- 
fador the fole object of his wifhes, 

Pyrihus proposes firit to throw a bridge over the fea to pafy 
from Dpirus into Italy \ Italy conquered j he is to fubject Si- 
cily to his laws, then he is to fubdue Carthage, reduce a fe- 
cond time Macedonia to his power, bring all Greece under 
his yoke, and after fo many victories, fpend the reft of his 
dav in the bofom of pleafures. 

Hauy has no other ambition than to make his fubjects live 
comfortably, " with God's will and pleafure, fays that good 
king, if I live but a few years longer, I (hall put things up- 
on iuch a footing, that every labouring man in my kingdom 
(hall be able to have a fowl in.his pot every Sunday."' 

What a contraft ! If there be a foul among us not touched 
by the beauty of that wifh, let him depart, and go to live un- 
der tyrants. 

JUNIUS 
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JUNIUS Lord Chief Justice MANSFIELD. 

2 1 ft 'January \ 1772. 

I HAVE undertaken to prove that when, at the inter- 
ceffion of three of your countrymen, you bailed John 
J£yre y yoM did that, which by law you were not warranted to do 9 
and that a felon, under the circumftances, of being taken in 
the faft, with the fiolen goods upon bi?n, and making no deftnce y 
is nvt bailable by the Laws of England. Your learned ad- 
vocates have interpreted this charge into a denial that the 
Court of King's Bench, or the Judges of that Court during 
Che vacation, have any greater authority to bail for criminal 
offences, than a Juftiee of Peace. With the inftance before 
me, I am fuppefed to queftion your power of doing wrong, 
and to fleny the exiftence of a power, at the fame moment 
that I arraign the illegal exercife of it. But the opinions of 
fuch men, whether wilful in their malignity, or fincere in 
their ignorance, are unworthy of my notice. You, Lord 
Mansfield, did not underftand me fo, and, 1 promife you> 
your caufe 1 requires an abler defence.-— I am now to make 
go;d my charge again ft you. However dull my argument, 
the fubje& of it is interefting. I lhall be honoured with the 
attention of the public, and have a right to demand the at- 
tention of the legiflature. Supported, as I am, by the whole 
body of the criminal Law of England, 1 have no doubt of 
fcftablUhihg my charge. It, on your part, you ihould have 
t\o plain, Tub It amid defence, bat ftiould endeavour to (helter 
yourfelf under the quirk and evafion of a pra&ifing Lawyer, 
or under the mere, infalting aflertion of power without right, 
the rep itation you pretend to is gone for ever ; — you ftand 
degraded from the refpe& and authority of your office, and 
are no longer, de/ure y Lord Chief Juftiee of England. This 
Letter, my Lord, is addrefled, not fo much toyou^ as to the 
Public. Learned as you are, and quick in apprchenfion, 
few arguments are neceflTary to fatisfy you, that you have done 
that which by law you were not warranted to do. Your con^ 
fcience already tells you, that you have finned agninft know- 
ledge, and that whatever defence you make contradicts your 
own internal conviction. But other men are willing enough 
to take the law upon truft. They rely upon authority, be- 
caufe they are too indolent to fearch for information; or, 
conceiving that there is fame myftery in the laws of their 
country, which Lawyers only are qualified to explain, they 
diftruft their judgement, and voluntarily renounce the right o^ 
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thinking for thcmfelves. With all the evidence of hiftory be- '* 
fore them, from 'ircfiliau to Jewries* from Jefferies to u 
Mansfield^ they will nqt believe it poflible that a learned 
Judge can acl in direcl contradiction to thofc laws, which he -.. 
is fuppofed to have made the ftudy of his life, and which he 
has fworn to sdminifter faithfully. Superftition is certainly - 
not the charac'.eriftic of this age. Yet fome men are bi- 
goted in politic 1 , who are infidels in religion.«r-I do not defpair : 
of making them afhamed of their credulity. 

The charge I brought againft ycu is exprefTed in terms 
guarded and well confidered" They do not deny the ftricl: 
power of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench to bail in 
Cafes, not bailable by a Juftice of Peace, nor replevifable 
by the common writ, or ex officio by the Sheriff. I well knew 
the practice of the Court, an J by what legal rules it ought to 
be directed. But, far from meaning to foften or diminifh 
the force of thofe terms I have made ufe of, I now go beyond 
|them, and affirm, 

I. That the fuperior power of bailing for felony, claimed 
by the Court of King's Bench, is founded upon the opinion 
cf Lawyers, and the practice of the Court; — that the aflent 
of the Legislature to this power is merely negative, and that 
it is not fupported by any pofitive provifion in any ftatute 

. wbatfoever— -If it be, produce the ftatute 

II. Admitthg that the Judges of the Court of King's Bench 
are veflx-d with a difcretionary power to examine and judge of 
circumftances and allegations, which a Juftice of Peace is , 
net permitted to confider, I affirm that the Judges, In the 
ufe ;:nd application of that difcretionary power, are as ftri&ly 
bound by the fpirit, intent, and meaning, as the Juftice of 
Peace is by the words of the Legiflature. Favourable ci r- 
cumftances, alledged before the Judge, may juftify a. doubt 
whether the prifoner be guilty or not ; and where the guilt is 
doubtful, a prefumption of innocence fhould, in general, be 
admitted. But, when any fuch probable circumftances are 

:i Hedged, they alter the ftate and condition of the prifoner. 
He is no longer thrall but convicled felon, whom the Law in- 
tends, and who by Law is not bailable at all. If no circum- 
ftaiices whatfoever are alledged in his favour if no alle- 
gation whv.focver be made to leflen the force of that evi- 
dence, which the law annexes to a pofitive charge of felony, 
and particularly to the fadt of being taken with the maner^ I 
\ hen fay that the Lord Chief Juftice of England has no more 
right to bail him than a Jutiice of Peace. The dtferction of 
an Englifh judge is not of mere a ill and pleafure -it is not 
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arbitrary It is not capricious ; but as that great Lawyer 
( whofe authority I wi(h you refpected half as much as I do* 
truly fays* " Difcretion, taken as it ought to be, is 
difcernere "per legem quid fit juftum. If it be not directed by the 
right line of the law, it is a crooked cord, and appeareth to 
t>e unlawful." — If difcretion were arbitrary in the Judge, he 
might introduce whatever novelties he thought proper ; but, 
fays Lord Coke, ** Novelties, without warrant of precedents, 
are not to be allowed : fome certain rules are to be followed ; 
' — ^uicquid judicis authoritati fubjicitur^ novitati non fubjicitur j" 
and this found doctrine is applied to the Srar-Chamber, a 
court confefledly arbitrary. If you will abide by the autho- 
rity of this great man, you (hall have all the advantages of 
his opinion, wherever it appears to favour you. Excepting 
the plain, exprefs meaning of the legiflature, to which all 
private opinions mud give way, I defire no better judge be- 
tween us than Lord Coke. 

III. I affirm that, according to th? obvious, indifputable 
meaning of the legiflature, repeatedly exprefled, a perfort 
pofitiyely charged with felon ioujly /haling and taken in flagrante 
dileftoy with the ftolen goods upon him, is not bailable. The 
law confiders him as differing in nothing from a convifi, but 
in the form of conviction, and (whatever a corrupt Judge may 
do) will accept of. no fecurity, but the confinement of his 
k body within four walls. I know it has been aliedged in your 
favour, that you have often bailed for murders, r*pe, and 
other manifeft crimes. Without queftioning the fact, 1 fhall 
not admit that you are to bejuftified by your example. If 
that were a protection to you, where is the crime that, as a 
Judge, you. might not now fecurely commit? But neither 
ihall I fuffer myfelf to be drawn afide from my pretent argu- 
ment, nor you to profit by your own wrong. — To prove the 
meaning and intent of the legiflature will require a minute 
and tedious dedu6tion. To inveftigate a qucftion of law de- 
manes fome labour and attention, though very little genius or 
fagacity. As a practical profeflion, the fludy of the law re- 
quires but a moderate portion of abilities. The learning of 
a pleader is ufually upon a level with his integrity. The in- 
discriminate defence of right and wrong contracts the under- 
ftaniing, while it corrupts the he.m. Subtlety is foon 
miftakeii for wifdom, and impunity for virtue. If there be 
any inftances upon record, as fume there are undoubtedly, 
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of genius and morality united in a lawyer, they arc diftin- 
guilhed by their fingularity, and operate as exceptions. 

I nvuft folirit the patience of my readers. This is no light 
matter, nor is it any more fufceptible of ornament, than the 
conduct of Lord Mansfield is capable of aggravation. 

As the law of bail, in charges of felony, has been exactly 
afcertained by acts of the legillature, it is at prefent of little 
coniequence to enquire how it ftood at Common-law, before 
the ftatute of Weftminfter. And yet tt is worth the reader's 
attention to obferve, how nearly, in the ideas of our anceftors* 
the circumftance of being taken with the maner approached to 
the conviction of the felon *. c< It fixed the authoritative 
it amp of verifimilitude upon the accufation, and, by the 
common law, when a thief was taken with the maner (that is, 
with the thing ftolen upon him in manu) he might, fo detected 
flagrante delifto, be brought into court, arraigned and trieo\ 
without indictment \ as, by the Danifli law, he might be taken 
and hanged upon the fpot, without accufation or trial." It 
will foon appear that our itatute law, in this behalf, though 
lets fummary in point of proceeding, is directed by the tame 
fpirit. In one inftance, the very form is adhered to. In 
offences relating to the foreft, if a man was taken with, vert, 
or venifon |, it was declared to be equivalent to indictment. 
To enable the reader to judge for himfelf, I fhall date, in 
due order, the feveral ftatutes relative to bail in criminal cafes, 
or as much of them as may be material to the point in queftion, 
omitting fuperfluous words. If I mifreprefent, or do not 
quote with fidelity, it will not be difficult to detect me. 

% The ftatutc of Weftminfter the firft, 1275, fets forth 
that, " Forafmuch as Sheriffs and others, who have taken 
and kept in prifon perfons detected of felony, and in- 
continent have let out by replevin fuch as were not rr- 
flevifable becaufe they would gain of the one party and 
grieve the other: and forafmuch as, before this time, it 
was not determined which perfons were replevifable and 
which not, it is provided and by the King commanded that 
fuch prifoner?, &c. as be taken with the maner y &c. or 
for manifeji ufLnces, {hall be in no wife repleviiable by the 



* Blaclcftonr, 4. 303. 

f 1 Ed. 111. cap. 8. — and 7 Rich. II. cap. 4. 
% " Videtur que ie Statute de Mainprifc nelt que Reherfell 
del comen ley." 

Bro, Mainp. 6 1 . 
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common writ nor without writ." *— Lore* Coke, in his expo- 
pofnion of thelaft part of this quotation, accurately diftin- 
guifhes between replevy by the common writ or ex officio, and 
by the King's Bench. The words of the ftatute certainly 
do not extend to the Judges of that Court But, befides that 
the reader will foon hnd reafon to think that the legiflature* 
in their intention made no difference between bailable and re* 
plevifable. Lord Coke himfelf (if he be underftood to mean 
nothing but an expofition of the ftatute of Weftminfter, and 
not to ftato the law generally,) does not adhere to his own 
diiHndion. In expounding the other offences, which, by this 
ftatute, aredeclared not replevij ablest conftantly ufes the words 
not bailable. — That outlaws* for inftance, are not bailable at all\ 
that perfons, who have abjured the realm, are attainted upon 
their own confemon, and therefore not bailable at all by law \ — 
thatprovers are not bailabh r that notorious felons are not 
bailable '' The reafon, why the fuperior courts were not named 
in the ftmtute of Weftminiter, was plainly this, " becaufe an- 
tiently moft of the bufinefs, touching bailment of prifoners for 
felony or mifdemeanors, was performed by the Sheriffs, or 
fpecial Bailiffs of Liberties, either by writ or virtute officii f;'' 
confequently the fuperior courts had little or no opportunity 
to commit tnofe abufes, which the ftatute imputes to the 
Sheriffs— With fubmiffion to Doctor Blackftone, I think he* 
has fallen into a contradiction, which, in terms at leaft, ap- 
pears irreconcileable. After enumerating feveral offences not 
bailable, he affcrts, without any condition of limitation 
wttatfocver J, " all thefe arc clearly not admiflible to bail." 
Yet, in a few lines after, he fays, u it is a«retd that the 
Court of King's Bench may bail for any crime whacfoevcr, 
according to cir cum/lances of the cafe." To his firft proportion 
he mould have added, by Sheriffs or Jujlices ; otherwife the 
two proportions contradict each other; with this diffe- 
rence, however, that the firft is abfolute, the fecond limited' 
by a confederation of circumfiances. I fay this without the leaf! 

* There are three points to be con fide red in the conduction? 
of all remedial ftatutes; — the old law, the mifchief, and the 
remedy that is, how the common law flood at the making 
of the act, what the mifchiefwas for which the common law 
did not provide, and what remedy the parliament hath pro- 
vided to cure this mifchief. It is the bufinefs of the Judges, 
f o to conftrue the act, as to fupprefs th? mifchief and ad- 
vance the remedy. Black/lone i. 87. 

t 1 Hale, p. c. 128* 136. 

% Blackftone 4. 296. 
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Intended diffefp€& to the learned author. His Work is of 
public utility, and (hould not haftily be condemned. 

The ftatute of 17 Richardll. cap, 10. in 1393, ^ ets forth, 
that " forafmuch as thieves notorioufly defamed, and others 
taken with the maner* by their long abiding in prifon, were 
delivered by charters, and favorable inquefts procured, to the 
great hindrance of the people, two men of law fliaJl be 
aftigncd in every com mi (lion of the peace, to proceed to the 
deliverance of fuch felons* &c." It feems, by this a&, that 
there was a conftant ftruggle between the legiflature and the 
officers of ju ft ice. Not daring to admit felons taken with the 
matter to bail or mainprize, they evaded the law by keeping 
the party in prifon a long time, and then delivering him 
without due trial. 

The ftatute of 1. Richard III. in 1483, fets forth, that 
** forafmuch as divers perfons have been daily arretted and 
imprifoned for fufpicion of felony, fometime or malice, and 
fometime of a light fufpicion y and fo kept in prifon without 
bail or mainprize, be it ordained that every Juftice of Peacd 
lhall have authority, by his difcretion, to let fuch priloners 
and perfons fo arretted to bail or mainprize."— By this a£fc 
it appears that there had been abufes in matter of imprifon* 
ir:ent, and that the legiflature meant to provide for the imme- 
diate enlargement of perfons arretted on light fufpicion of 
felony. 

The ftatute of 3. Henry VIL in i486, declares that 
•* under colour of the preceding acl of Richard the Third, 
perfons, fuch at were not mainpernable \ were oftentimes let to 
bail and mainprize, by J u ft ices of the Peace, whereby many 
murderers and felons efcaped, the King, &c. hath ordained, 
that the Jufticcs of the Peace, or two of them at th« leaft 
(whereof one to be of the Quorum) have authority to let any 
iuch prifeners or perfons, mainpernable by the law, to bail 
or mainprize." 

The ftatute of ift and 2d of Philip and Mary, in 1554* 
fers forth, thac " notwithstanding the preceding ftatute of 
Henry the Seventh, one Juftice of Peace hath oftentimes, by 
Snifter labour and means, fct at large the greateft and nota*. 
bleft offenders, fuch as be not leplevifalle by the laws of this 
rcalm^ and yet, the rather to hide their affec'tions in that be- 
half, have ligned the caufe of their apprehenfion to be but 
only for fufpicion of felony, whereby the faid offenders have 
efcaped unpunifhed, and do dally, to the high difpleafure of 
Almighty God, the great peril of the King and Queen's true 
lubjt&s, and encouragement of all thi«ves and evil-doers j— 
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for reformation whereof be it enacted, that no Jufticcs 
Peace lhall let to bail or mainprize any fuch perfons, which, 
for any offence by them committed, be declared not to be 
rtplevifed or baited* or be forbidden to be replevifed or baited* 
by the ftatute of Weftminfter the Firft; and furthermore 
that any perfons, arretted for manflaughter, felony, being 
bailable by the law* (hall not be let to bail or mainprize, by 
any Juftices of Peace, but im the form therein after pre- 
scribed." — In the two preceding ftatutes, the words bailable* 
replevifable and mainpernable are ufed fynonymoufly » or pro- 
mifcuoufly to exprefs the fame fingle intention of the legifla- 
ture, viz. not to accept of any fecurity but the body of the offender ; 
and when the latter ftatute prefcribes the form, in which per- 
fons arretted on fufpicion of felony (being bailable by the law) 
may be let to bail, it evidently fuppofes that there are fome 
cafes, not bailable by the law.— It may be thought perhaps, 
that I attribute to the legiflature an appearance of inaccuracy 
in the ufeof terms, merely to fervemy prefent purpofe. But, 
in truth, it would make more forcibly for my argument to 
prefume that the legiflature were conftantly aware of theftricl: 
, legal diftin&ion between bail and replevy^ and that they always 
meant to adhere to it f. For if it be true that replevy is by 
the Sheriffs, and bail by the higher courts at Weftminfter, 
(which I think no lawyer will deny) it follows that, when 
the legiflature exprefsly fay, that any particular offence is by 
law not bailable*,^ fuperior courts are comprehended in the 
prohibition, and bound by it. Otherwife, unlefs there was 
a pofitive exception of the fuperior courts (which 1 affirm there 
never was in any ftatute relative to bail} the legiflature would 
grofsly contradict themfelves, and the manifeft intention of 
the law be evaded. It is an eftablifhed rule that, when the 
law is fpecial* and the reafon of it general, it is to be gene- 
rally underftood ; and though, by cuftom, a latitude be al- 
lowed to the Court of King's Bench, (to confider circum- 
ftanccs inductive of a doubt whether the prifoner be guilty or 
innocent) if this latitude be taken as an arbitrary power to 
bail, when no circumftances whatfoever are alledged in fa- 
vour of the prifoner, it is a power without right, and a 
daring violation of the whole Englifh law of bail. 



# 2 Hale, p. c. 2. 124. 

f Vide 2. Inft. 150. 186.— The word replevifable never 
figniftes bailable. Bailable is in a Court of Record by the 
King's Juttices j but replevifable is by the Sheriff." 

Selden* State Tr. 7. 149. 

Pol. Reg. Vol, X. -N The 
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The a£t of the 31ft of Charles the Second ( commonly 
called the Habeas Corpus Aft) particularly declares, that it is, 
not meant to extend to treafon or felony plainly and fpecially 
exprefl'ed in the warrant of commitment. The prifoner is 
therefore left to feek his Habeas Corpus at common law ; and 
fo far was the legiflature from fuppofing that per fons,' (com- 
mitted for treafon or felony plainly and fpecially exprefled in 
the warrant of commitment; could be let to bail by a fingle 
Judge, or by the whole Court, that this very adt provides a 
remedy for fuch perfons, in cafe they are not indicted in the 
courfe of the term or feflions fubfequcnt to their commit- 
mitment. The law neither fuffers them to be enlarged before 
trial,. nor to be iroprifoned after the time, in which they 
ought regularly to be tried. In this cafe the law fays, " It 
Ihall and may be lawful to and for the Judges of the Court of 
King's Bench and JufHces of Oyer and Terminer, or Ge- 
neral Gaol Delivery, and they are hereby required, upon mo- 
tion to them made in open court, the laft day of the Term, 
Seilion, or Gaol Delivery, either by the prifoner or any one 
in his behalf, to fet at liberty the prifoner upon bail j unlefs 
it appear to the Judges and Juftices, upon oath made, that 
the witnefles for the King could not be produced the fame 
Term, Seffcons, or Gaol Delivery." Upon the whole of 
this article I obferve, u That the provifion, made in the firft 
part of it, would be, in a great meafure, ufelefs and nuga- 
tory, if any fingle Judge might have bailed the prifoner, gx 
arbitrio* during the vacation 5 or if the Court might have 
bailed him immediately after the commencement of the term 
or Seflions.— -2. When the law fays, // /hall and may be lawful 
to bail for felony under particular circumftances^ we mult 
prcfumc that, before the palling of that a£t, it was not law- 
ful to bail under thofe ci re um fiances. The terms ufed by the 
legiflature are enaft 'mg y not declaratory 3« Notwithstanding 
the party may have been impriiohed during:" the greatelt 
part of the vacation, and during the whole lemon, the court 
arc exprefsly forbidden to bail him from that feflion to the 
next, if oath be made that the witnefles for the King could 
not be produced that fame T erm or Seflions. 

Having faithfully nuted the feveral adte of parlinment rela- 
tive to bail in criminal cafes, it mav be ufeful to the reader to 
Jake a fhort hillorical review of the law of bail, through its 
various gradations and improvements. 

By the ancient common law, before and fince the con- 
qucit, all felonies were bailable, till murder was excepted by 
ftatute, fo that perfons might be admitted to bail, before 

convi&ioiu 
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fcdnviaion, almoft in every cafe. The ftatute of Weftminfter 
fays thfity before that time, it had not been determined, 
which offences were repUvifable, and which were not, whe- 
ther by the common writ de homitle replegiando, or ex officio by 
the Sheriff. It is very remarkable that the abufes ariling 
from this unlimited power of replevy, dreadful as they were, 
and deftru&ive to the peace of focietyy were* not corrected or 
taken notice of by the legiflature, until the Commons of the 
kingdom had obtained a ftiare in it by their reprefentatives ; 
but the Houfe of Commons had fcarcc begun to exift, when 
thefe formidable abufes were corrected by the ftatute of 
Weftminfter. It is highly probable that the mifchier* had 
been feverely feit by the people, although no remedy had been 
provided for it by the Norman Kings or Barons #. " The 
iniquity of the times wa9 fo great, as it even forced the fub- 
je£h to forego that, which was in account a great liberty, 
to ftop the courfeof a growing mifchief." The preamble to 
the ftatutes, made by the fir it parliament of Ed ward the Firft, 
afiigns the reafon of calling it, 44 fbecaufethe people had 
been other wife entreated than they ought to be, the peace 
lei's kept, the laws Jefs ufed, 'and offenders left ptinijhid than 
they ought to be^ by reafon whereof the people feared lefs to 
offend y' and. the firft attempt to reform thefe various abufes 
was by contra (Sling the power of replevying felons. 
, For above two centuries following, it does not appear that 
any alteration was made in the law of bail, except that being 
token ivith vert or venifon was declared to be equivalent to in- 
dictment. The legiflature adhered firmly to the fpirit of the 
ftatute of Weftminfter. The ftatute of 27th of Edward the 
Firft directs the Jufyices of Aflize to enquire and punifh offi* 
cers bailing fuch as were net bailable. As for the Judges or 
the fuperior courts, Jt is probable that, in thofe days, they 
thought therofelves bound by the obvious intent and meaning 
of the leoridature. They con fid ercd not fo much to what 
particular perfons the prohibition was addrefletf, as what the 
thing was, which the legiflature meant to prohibit, well know- 
ing that in law, quando a It quid probibetur, frohibctur et omne y 
per quod devenitur at illud, 44 When any thing is forbidden, 
all the means, by which the fame thing may be compaifed 
or done, ate equally forbidden." 

By the ftatute of Richard the Third, the power of bailing 
was a little enlarged. Every Juftice of Peace wa3 autho- 



* BeldenbyN. Bacon, 1 8 2. 
f Parliamentary Hi/tory, 1. 82. 
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lifed to bail for felorSy ; but they were exprefsty confined to 
perfons arrefled on light fu/pidon ; and even this power, fo li- 
mited, was found to produce fuch inconveniences that, in . 
three years after, the leg i flat u re found it neceffary to repeal: 
it. Inftead of trufting any longer to a Tingle J u ft ice of 
Peace, the adt, of 3d Henry VII. repeals the preceding a£r t 
and directs, " that noprifoner, (of thofe who are mainpernable 
by tht law ) (hall be let to bail or mainprife, by lefs than two 
Juftices, whereof one to be of the Quorum." And fo indif- 
penfably neceflary was this provifion thought, for the admi- 
nistration of juftice, and for the fecurity and peace of focrety, 
that, at this time an oath was propofed by the King to be 
taken by the Knights and Efqurres of his houfehold, by the 
Members of thenouieof Commons, and by the Peers Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, and accepted and l worn to quafi una voce 
by them all, which, among other engagements, binds them 
41 not to let any man to bail or mainprife, knowing and 
deeming him to be a felon, upon your honour and worlhip. 
So help you God and all Saints. *" 

In about half a century however even thefe proviiion9 
were found infuificient. The a& of Henry the Seventh was 
evaded, and the legiflature once more obliged to interpofe. 
The act. of ift and 2d of Philip and Mary takes away intirery 
from the Juftkes all power of bailing for offences declared^* 
bailable by the ftatuteof Weftminfter. 

The illegal imprifonment of feveral perfons, who had re* 
fufed to contribute to a loan exacted by Charles the Firfr, and 
the delay of Habeas Corpus rand fubfequent refufal to bail them* 
conftituted one of the firft and moft important grievances of 
that reign. Yet when the Houfe of Commons, which met 
in the year 1628, refolved upon meafures of the moil firm 
and ftrenuous refinance to the power of imprifonment aflumed 
by the king or privy council, and to the refufal of bail the 
party on the- return of the Habeas Corpus, they did exprefsly,. 
in all their refolutions, make an exception of commitments, 
where the caufeof the reftraint was exprefled, and did by law 
juftify the commitment. The reafon of the diftinction is, 
that whereas when the caufe of commitment is expreffed, the 
crime is then known, and the offender mud be brought to the 
ordinary trial; if, on the contrary, no caufe of commitment 
be exprefled, and the prifoner be thereupon remanded, it may 
operate to perpetual imprifonment. This conteft with 
Charles the Firft produced the a£fc of the 16th of that king, 

* Parliamentary Hiftory, 2. 418. 
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hy which the court of King's Bench are directed, within three 
days after the return to the Habeas Corpus to examine and de- 
termine the legality of any commitment by the king or privy 
council, and to do what to jnjtice jhall appertain m delivering, 
bailing, or remanding the prifoner .--rJVw, i; feems, it isun- 
ueceflary for the judge to do what appertains to juftice. The 
fame fcandalous traffic, in which we have feen the privilege 
of parliament exerted or relaxed, to gratify the prefent hu- 
mour, or to ferve the immediate purpofeof the crown, is in>- 
troduced into the adminiftration of juftjee. The magiftrate^ 
it feems, has now no rule to follow, but the didates of -per- 
fonal enmity, national partiality, or perhaps the moft proitt- 

tuted corruption^ 

To compleat this hiftorical inquiry, it only remains to 
be obferved that, the Habeas Corpus a& of 3iftof Charles the 
Second, fo juftly confidered as another Magna Chart* of 
the kingdom* " extends only to the cafe of commitments for 
fuch criminal charge, as can produce no inconvenience to 
public juftice by | temporary enlargement of the prifoner." 
—So careful were the legiflature, at the very moment, when 
they were providing for the liberty of the fubjedr, not to fun* 
nifli any colour or pretence for violating or evading the efla- 
bli(hed law of bail in the higher criminal offences. But the 
exception, Hated in the body of the a&, puts the matter out 
of all doubt. After directing the judges how they are to pro- 
ceed to the difcharge of the prifoner upon recognifance and 
furety, having regard to the quality of the prifoner and na- 
ture of the offence, it is exprefsly added, ** unlefs it ihall ap- 
pear to the faid Lord Chancellor, &c. that the party, fo com* 
mitted, is detained for fuch matters, or offences, for the 

Which, BY THE LAW THE PRISONER IS NOT BAILABLE. 

When the laws, plain of themfelves, are thus illuftrated 
by fac^s, their uniform meaning eftabliihed by hiftory, we 
do not want the authority of opinions, however refpectable, 
to inform our judgement or to confirm our belief. But 1 am 
determined that you (hall have no efcape. Authority of eve- 
ry fort ihall be produced again ft you, from 'Jacob to LordCoke^ 
from the dictionary to the clafiic— In vain (hall you appeal 
from thofe upright judges, whom you difdain to imitate, to 
thofe whom you have made your example. With one voice* 
they all condemn you. 

4fc To be taken with the Maner is where a thief, having ftolen 
any thing, is taken with the fame about him, as it were in 
. ; 

• Biackftone, 4. 137. 
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his hands, which is called flagrante delitlo. Such a criminal . 
is not bailable by law.' r -~Jacob, under the word Maner. 

'* Thofe who are taken with zmaner^ are excluded, by the 
itatute of Weftminfter, from the benefit of a replevin." — » 
Hawkins. Pi C. 2. 98. 

" Of fuch heinous offences no one, who is notorioufly 
guilty, feems to be bailable by the intent of this ftatute." — ■ 
Ditto 2. 99. 

<c The common practice, and allowed general rule is, that 
bail is only then proper where it ftands indifferent whether the 
patty were guilty or innocent."— -D0. Do. 

44 There is no doubt but that the bailing of a peffon, who 
is not bailable by law y is punifhable, either at common law as 
a negligent efcape, or as an offence againft the feveral Itatute » 
'relative to bail.*'— -Dtf. 89. 

" It 'cannot be doubted but that, neither the judges of 
this, nor of any other fuperior court of juftice, are ftriclly 
within the purview ofthatftatute, yet they will always, in their 
difcretion, pay a due regard to it, and not admit a perfon to 
bail, who is exprefcly declared by it irreplevisable, without 
fome particular circumjlance in his favour \ and therefore it feem» 
difficult to find an initance, where perfons, attainted of felony, 
or notorioufly guilty of treafon and manflaughter, &c. by 
their own confeffion, or otherwife, have been admitted to the 
benefit of bail, without fome fpecial motive to the court to 
grant it." Do. 114. 

" If it appears that any man hath injury or wrong by his 
imprifonment, we have power to deliver and di (charge him ; 
— if other wife, he is to be remanded by us to prifon again." 
—Lord Ch. J. Hyde. State Trials. 7. 115. 

" The ftatute of Weftminfter was el'pecially for direction 
to the (heriffs and others, but to fay courts of juftice are ex- 
cluded from this ftatute, I conceive it cannot be." — Attorney 
General Heath. Do. 132. 

" The court, upon view of the return, judgeth of the fuf- 
flciency or infufficiency of it. If they think the prifoner in 
law to be bailable ^ he is committed to the Marfhal and bailed ; 
if not, he Is remanded." — Through that whole debate the 
objection, on the part of the pri (briers, was, thatnocaufe of 
commitment was ex pre fled in the warrant ; but it was uni- 
formly admitted by their council that, if the caufe of com- 
mitment had been exprefled for treafon or felony, the court 
would then have done right in remanding them. 

The Attorney General having urged before a committee of 
both Houfes, that, in Beck with 's cafe and others, the Lords 
of the council fent a letter to the court of King's Bench to bail ; 
it Wis replied by the managers for the Houfe of Commons 
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that this was of no moment, " for that either the pri Toner was 
bailable by the law, or not bailable \~\{ bailable by the law, then 
he was to be bailed without any fuch letter ; — if not bailable 
Jby the Jaw, then plainly the Judges could not have bailed him 
upon the letter, without breach of their oath, which is, that they 
pre to do juftice according to the law , &t. State Trials, 7. 175. 

" So that, in bailing upon fuch ofFericesof the higheft na- 
ture, a kind of discretion, rather than a conftant law, hath 
been exercifed, when it (lands wholly indifferent in the eye of 
the court, whether the prifoner be guilty or not." Selden. 
St.Tr. 7. 230, 1. 

" I deny that a man is always bailable, when imprifon- 
rnent is impofcd upon him for cuftody." Attorney General 
jHeath 9 do, 238. — By thefe quotations from the State Trials, 
though othcrwife not of authority, it appears plainly that, in 
regard to bailable or not bailable^ a l parties agreed in admitting 
one proportion as incor.tr jveribic. 

4C In reiui'o-i 10 capital ofti'nees there are efpecially thefe 
aits of parlia ii^m that are the common landmarks* touching 
offencts bdiial.l- or no: bail nblt\" Hale 2. P, C, 127. The 
^numeration includes the feveral acts cited in this paper. 

" Peifons, taken With the mamuvre, are not bailable, be- 
caufe it is fur -turn manifefium" Hale 2. P. C. 133. 

** The writ of Habeas Corpus is of a high nature ; for if 
perfons be wrongfully committed, they are to be difcharged 
upon this writ returned ; or, if bailable, they are to be bailed ; 
—if not bailable, they are to be committed'* Hale 2. P.C. 143. 
This do&rine of Lord Chief Juftice Hale refers immediately 
to the fuperior courts from whence the writ iflTues. — " After 
Jhe return is filed, the court is either to difcharge, or bail, or 
commit him, as the nature of the caufe requires." Hale 2, 

F.C. 146. 

<c If bail be granted, othervnfe than the law alloweth, the 
party that alloweth the fame, (hall be fined, imprifoned, ren- 
der damages, or forfeit his place as the cafe (hall require.", 
Stlden by N. Bacon, 182. 

" This induces an abfclute neceffity of exprcfling, upon 
uvery commitment, the reafon for which it is made; that the 
court, upon a Habeas Corpus^ may examine into its validity, 
and, according to the circumjlances of the cafe, may difcharge, 
admit to bail, or remand the prifaner." Blackjlone, 3. 133. 

" Marriot was committed for forging indorfements upon 
Bank bills, and upon a Habeas Corpus, was bailed, becaufc 

? : ■ - ; ; " ~ ' 1 ■ ■ 

* It has been the ftudy of Lord Mansfield to remove 
landmarks. 
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the crime was only a great mifdemeanor »for though the 
forging the bills be felony, yet forging the indorfement is 
not." Salkcki. I. 104. 

** Appell de Mahem, &c. ideo ne fuit lefie a bailie, nient 
plus que appell de robbery ou murder ; quod nota, et que in 
robry et murder le partie n eft baillable." Bro. Mainprije. 

44 The intendment of the law in bails is, quod Jfat indiffc- 
renier whether he be guilty or no ; but, when he is convict 
by verdict or confeflton, then he muft be deemed in law to be 
guilty of the felony, and therefore not bailable at all" Coke. 
2. Inft. 181. — 4. 1 7!. 

" Biil is quandoftat tndiffer enter , and nut when the offence 
is open and manifeft." 2 Inft. 189. 

44 In this cafe non fat tndiffer enter whether he be guilty Or 
no, being taken with the mansr, that is, with the things fto- 
Jen, as it were in his hand." Do. do. 

44 If it appeareth that his imprifonment be juft and law- 
ful, he jhall be remanded to the former gaoler ; but, if it (hall 
appear to the court that he was imprifoned againft the law of 
the land, they ought, by force of this ftatute, to deliver him ; 
if it be doubtful, and under confideration, he may be bailed/' 
2. Inft. 55. , 

It is unnecefTary to load the reader with any farther quota- 
tions. If thefe authorities are not deemed fufficient to efta- 
bltfh the doctrines maintained in this paper, it will be in vain 
to appeal to the evidence of law-books, or to the opinions of 
Judges. They are not the authorities, by which Lord Mans- 
field Will abide. He affumes an arbitrary power of doing 
right ; and, if he does wrong, it lies only between God and 
his confeience. 

Now, my Lord, although I have great faith, in the pre- 
ceding argument, I will not fay, that every minute part of 
it is abfolutely invulnerable. I am too well acquainted wkh 
the practice ef a certain court, directed by your example, as 
it is governed by your authority, to think there ever yet was 
an argument, however conformable to law and reafon, in 
which a cunning, quibbling attorney might not difcover a 
flaw. But, taking the whole of it together, I affirm that it 
conftitutesa mafs of demonilration, than which nothing more 
compteat or fatisfadtory can be offered to the human mind. 
How an evafive, indirect reply will (land with your reputa- 
tion, or how far it will anfwer in point of defence at the bar 
of the Houfe of Lords, is worth your confideration. If, after 
all that has been faid, it (hall ftill be maintained > that the 
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court of King's Bench, in bailing felons, are exempted frortl 
all legal rules whatsoever, and that the Judge has.no direc- 
tion to purfue, but his private affe&ions, Or mere unqueftiori- 
able will and pleafure, it will Follow plainly, that the diftinc- 
tion between bailable and not bailable, uniformly exprefied b) 1 
the legiflature, current through all our law-books, and ad- 
mitted by all our great lawyers without exception, is in one 
fenfe a nugatory, in another a pernicious diftin&ion. It is 
nugatory, as it luppofes a difference in the bailable quality of 
offences, when, in effect, the diftin&ion refers only to the rank 
of the magiftrate. It is pernicious, as it implies a rule of law* 
which yet the Judge is not bound to pay the lean: regard to, and 
imprelles an idea upon the minds of the people, that the judge 
is wifer and greater than the law f 

It remains only to apply the law, thus dated, to the facl in 
queftion. By an authentic copy of the mittimus it appears 
that John Eyre was committed for felony, plainly and fpeei- 
ally exprefled in the warrant of commitment. Be was 
charged before Alderman Halifax by the oaih of Thomas 
Fielding, William Holder, William Payne, and William 
Naih, for felonioujly Jlealing eleven quires of writing-paper, va- 
lue fix (hillings, the property of Thomas Beach, &c. — by 
the examinations, upon oath, of the four perfons mentioned . 
in the mittimus, it was proved, that large quantities of paper 
had been milled, and that eleven quires (previoufly marked 
from a fufpicibn that Eyre was the thief) were found upon 
him. Many other quires of paper, marked in the fame man- 
ner, were found at his lodgings ; and, after he had been 
fome time in Wood-ftreet Compter, a key was found in his 
room there, which appeared to be a key to the clofet at 
Guildhall, from whence the paper was ftolen. When afked 
what he had to fay in his defence, his only Anfwer was, / 
hope you will bail me. Mr. Holder, the Clerk, replied, That 
is tmpojftble. There never was an tnftance of it, when the JkU>t 
goods were found upon the thief The Lord Mayor was then 
applied to, and refufed to bailhim.-^Of all ttiefe ctrcum- 
fiances it Was your duty to have informed yourfelf minutely* 
The fa& was remarkable, and the chief magiftrate of the 
city of London Was known to have refufed to bail the offen- 
der. To juftify your compliance with the felicitations of 
your three countrymen, it fhould be proved that fueh alle- 
gations Were offered to you in behalf of their afibciatc, as 
honeftly and bona fide reduced it to a matter of doubt and in- 
difference whether the prifoner was innocent or guiltv. — * 
Was any thing offered by the Scotch triumvirate that tended 
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to invalidate the pofitive charge made again ft him by four 
credible witnefles upon oath ? — Was it even infinuatcd to you, 
either by himfelf or his bail, that no felony was committed: 
«7-6r that he was not the felon ;-— that the ftokn goods 
were not found upon him j— or that he was only the re- 
ceiver, not knowing them to be ftolen ? — Or, in fiiort, did 
they attempt to produce any evidence of his iufanity? — To all 
thefe queftions, I anfwer foryouj without the leaft fear of con- 
tradiction, pofitively, NO* From the moment he was arretted, 
he never entertained any hope of acquittal ; therefore thonght 
of nothing but of obtaining bail, that he might have time to 
fettle his affairs, convey his fortune into another country, 
and fpend the remainder of his life in comfort and affluence 
abroad. In this prudential fcheme of future happinefs, the 
Lord Chief Juftice of England moft readily and heartily con- 
curred. At the fight of ib much viitue in diftrefs, your na- 
tural benevolence took the alarm. Such a man as Mr. Eyre, 
flruggiing with adverfity, rnuft always be an interefting 
fceue to Lord Mansfield. — Or was it that liberal anxiety, by 
which your whole life has been diftinguifneJ, to enlarge the 
liberty of the fubjeft ? — My Lord, we did not want this new 
iuiiauce of the liberality of your principles. We already 
knew what kii.d'of (ubjecls they were, for whofe libeity you were 
anxious. At all events, the public are much indebted to you 
for fixing a price, at which felony may be committed with 
impunity. You bound a felon, notorioufly worth thirty 
thoufand pounds, in the fum of three hundred. With your 
natural turn to equity, and knowing, as you are, in the 
do&rine of precedents, you undoubtedly meant to fettle the 
proportion between the fortune of the felon, and the fine, by 
which he may compound for his felony. The ratio now 
upon record, and transmitted to poftcrity under the aufpiccs 
of Lord Mansfield, is exactly one to an hundred. — My Lord, 
without intending it, you have laid a cruel reftraint upon the 
genius of your countrymen. In the warmeft indulgence of 
their paflions, they have an eye to the expence, and if their 
o:her virtues fail us, we have a refource in theii ceconomy. 

By taking fo trifling a ftcurity from John Eyre, you invit- 
ed and manifeftly exhorted him to efcape. Although, in 
bailable cafes, it be ufual to take four f*curities, you leit 
him in the cuftody of three Scotchmen, whom he might have 
eafily fatisfitd for conniving at his retreat. That he 
did not make ufe of the opportunity you inuuftrioufly gave 
him neither juftifies your conduct, nor can it be any way 
accounted for, butby his exceffiveand monftrous avarice. Any 
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other man, but this bofom-friend of three Scotchmen, would 
gladly have facrificed a few hundred pounds, rather than fub- 
mit to the infamy of pleading guilty in open court. It is pof- 
fible indeed that he might have flattered himfelf, and not 
unreafonably, with the hopes of a pardon. That he would 
have been pardoned feems more than probable, if I had not 
directed the public attention to the leading ftep you took in 
favour of him. In the prefent gentle reign, we well know 
what ufe has been made of the lenity of the' court and of the 
mercy of the crown. The Lord Chief Juttice of England 
accepts of the hundredth part of the property of a felon taken 
in the fact, as a recognizance for his appearance. Your bro- 
ther Smytbe brow-beats a jury, and forces them to alter their 
verdict, by which they had found a Scotch ferjeant guilty of 
murder ; and though the Kennedies were convicted of a mod 
deliberate and atrocious murder, they ft i J 1 had a claim to the 
royal mercy.— They were faved by the chaftity of their con- 
nexions.-— They had a fifter, — yet it was not her beauty, but 
the pliancy of her virtue that recommended her to the King.— 
The holy author of our religion was feen in the company of 
Tinners ; but it was his gracious purpofe to convert them from 
their fins. Another man, who in the ceremonies of our faith 
might give lefTons to the great enemy of it, upon different 
principles keeps much the fame company. Headvertifes for 
patients, collects all the difeafes of the heart, and turns a 
royal palace into an hofpital for incurables.— A mart of ho- 
nour has no ticket of admiffion at St. James's. They receive 
him, like a virgin at the Magdalen's; — Go thou y end do like- 
wife. 

My charge againft you is now made good. I (hall however be 
ready to anlwer or to fubmit to fair objections. If, whenever 
this matter {hall be agitated, you fuffer the doors of the H ^ufe 
of Lords to be (hut, I now proteft, that I mall confider you as 
having made no reply. From that moment, in the opinion of 
the world, you ivill ftand felf -convicted. Whether your 
reply be quibbling and evafive, or liberal and in point, will 
be matter for the judgment of your peers ; — but if, when 
every pofTible idea or difrefpect to that noble Houfe, (in whole 
honour and juftice the nation implicitly confides) is here 
rrtoft folcmnly difclaimed, youfrould endeavour to represent 
this charge, as a contempt of their authority, and move the.r 
Lordlhips to cenfure the publifher of this paper, I then affirm 
that you fupport injuftice by violence, that you are guilty of 
a heinous aggravation of your ofonce, and that you contri- 
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bute your utmoft influence to promote, on the part of the 
higheft coart of judicature, a pofttive denial of juftice to the 
nation. 

JUNIUS, 

To the Right Honourable Lord CAMDEN. 
My Lord, 

1 Turn with pleafure, from that barren wafte, in which no 
jj_ falurary plant takes root, no verdure quickens, to a cha- 
racter fVnile, as I willingly believe, in every great and good qua- 
lification, I call upon you, in the name of the Englifh nation, 
to ftand forth in defence of the laws of your country, and to 
exert, in the caufc of truth and juftice, thofe great abilities, 
with which you were entrufted for the benefit of mankind. 
To afecrtain the fads, fet forth in the preceding paper, it 
may be necefiary to call the perfons, mentioned in the mitti- 
mus, to the bar of the Houfc of Lords. If a motion for that 
purpofe fhould be rejected, we (hall know what to think of 
Lord Mansfield's innocence. The legal argument is fub- 
mitted to your Lordfhip's judgment. After the noble ftand 
you made againft Lord Mansfield upon the queftion of libel, 
we did expec* that you would not have fuffered that matter to 
have remained undetermined. But it was faid that Lord 
Chief Juftice Wilmot had been prevailed upon to vouch for an 
opinion of the late Judge Yates, which was fuppofed to make 
againft you ; and we admit of the excufe. When fuch de- 
teftable arts are employed to prejudge a queftion of right, it 
might have been imprudent, at that time, to have brought i% 
to a decifion. In the prefent inftance you will have no fuch 
oppofition to contend with. If there be a judge, or law- 
yer of any note in Weftminfter-hall, who fhall be daring 
enough to affirm that, according to the true intendment of the 
laws of England, a felon, taken with the maner, inflagranti 
deliftoi is bailable ; or that the difcretion of an Englilh Judge 
is merely arbitrary, and not governed by rules of law, — I 
fhould be glad to be acquainted with him. Whoever he be, 
I will tal^e care that he fhall not give you much trouble. 
Your Lordfhip's character aflures me that you will aflume 
that principal p3rt, which belongs to you, in fupporting the 
laws of England againft a wicked Judge, who makes it the 
occupation of his life, to mifinterpret and pervert them. If 
you decline this honourable office, I fear it will be faid that, for 
fome months paft, you have kept too much company with 
Ike J3ujte o£Grafr,on, When the cont,cft turns upon the in- 
terpretation 
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terprctation of the laws, you cannot, without a formal fur- 
render of all your reputation, yield the^poft of honour even to 
Lord Chatham. Confidering the fituation and abilities of 
Lord Mansfield, I do not fcruple to affirm, with the mod fo- 
lemn appeal to God for my fincerity, that in my judgment, 
he is the very worft and moft dangerous man in the kingdom. 
Thus far I have done my duty in endeavouring to bring him 
to puniihment. But mine is an inferior, miniiterial office in 
the temple of juftice.— I have bound the victim, and dragged 
him to the altar. 

JUNIUS. 



[ To the worthy LIVERYMEN of the City ^/LONDON. 

• ■ 

Guildball> Jan. 21, 1772. 

Gentlemen, 

THE dignity of the office, which your favour conferred 
upon me, forbids my engaging in a news-paper con- 
troverfy, begun in a moft unbecoming manner, and carried 
on with little argument, but much indecent pafiion, by fuch 
men as Mr. Robert Holloway, Mr. W. F. Jackfon, and 
Mr. James Stephen. The grofs perfonal abufe, with which 
the prefs has fpawned for many weeks, I regarded with con- 
tempt ; but the ftrongdefire I feel at all times to give you the 
fulleft information of my public conduct, and of the faithful 
execution of thofe powers, with which I am entrwfted, will 
not fufFer me any longer to remain filent, or to leave tjieif 
calumnies un refuted. 

I am accufed of violating the laws by permitting the bai- 
liffs to apprehend perfons, for debt, and afterwards continu- 
ing them in priion, by the authority of my ofricc. The 
charge againft me perfonally is highly aggravated by thefc 
men from the circumftance of my having formerly flood 
forth in defence of the perfonal rights of the fubjedt againft 
General Warranty and the frightful picture of the cruci con r 
finement of many obje&s, now languishing in prifon for 
debt by my abufe of power, thence receives a very deep and 
black colouring, and indeed from the contraft becomes th^ 
more ftriking and tragically alarming. The prefen: com- 
plaint however is not an ingenious difcovcry fir it broached 
in my Sheriffalty, nor has the queftion of the unhwful*ufs 
of imprifonment for debt been ftartfd as a new matter of Re- 
bate and uncertainty fince \ wan iworn into office. In No- 
vember, 
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vember, 1770, the merits of the cafe on the petition of thefe 
men were argued before the Judges of the Court of King's 
Bench. They were unanimous in the opinion, that the law 
*f the land juftified imprifonment for debt> and then remand- 
ed to prifbn a debtor, who was brought before them by Ha- 
beas Corpus on purpofe to try this very queftion. At the 
fame time they pointed out to the unhappy prifoners theonly 
poffible relief they could receive, an application to parlia- 
ment for the alteration of the laws now actually in force re- 
specting debtors. I have not heard that any fuch application 
has yet been made, or that my predeceflors in office were 
ferved with actions for falfe imprifonment, becaufe they 
obeyed the cuftomary writs of a fuperior Court of Jufticc. 
The queftion was long agitated, and in a variety of fhapes, 
but that litigious mode of proceeding was deferred to the 
year of my Sheriffalty, by the fubtle contrivance of a wicked 
and vindictive Administration. It was referved as a mark of 
vengeance againfl: me, the devoted victim of , their malice. I 
do not intend, Gentlemen, at your fair and impartial bar to 
avail myfeif of the plea, that if I had taken upon me to releafe 
all debtors in this city and county, imprifoned by the ancient 
procefs of law, I ihould have been liable to innumerable ac- 
tions for efcapes, and to the payment of their refpective 
debts. I defpife the cowardly meannefs of fuch a defence. 
J have never (hrunk from any danger in the fupport of the 
laws of my country. But I aver that upon a clofe examina- 
tion of the ftatute law of this kingdom, the deliberate judg- 
ment of one of our ftiperior courts of juftice, and the private 
^opinion of the founded lawyers, whom I consulted, I thought 
it my duty to direct the ufual warrants to iffuc in my name, 
as a miniiterial officer of law. I could not think myfeif juf- 
tified, from a motive of companion, which in every cafe of 
diftrefs I feel, but in this had no right to indulge, if I had 
ventured to commit a manifeft injury againft a great number 
of creditors, who were purfuing the accuftomed courfe of 
actions at law for the recovery of their property. I was not 
to decide cn the wifdom or equity of the law. My province 
was to obev, when it appeared clear and certain. My bro- 
ther Sheriff, than whom Freedom has not a firmer friend, 
agreed with me in opinion of the law, as it now ftande, and 
of the duty of our office. The fentiments of the whole le- 
giflative body on this fubject have been demonftrated from 
time to time by the frequent acts for the Relief of Insolvent 
Debtors^ one of which pa (Ted in this parliament. Although, 
an infamous majority in the Houie. of Commons robbed the 
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Freeholders of Middlefex of their right of repreferttation,- and 
of confequence deprived me of the fat is faction of giving my 
vote for fo merciful an act. I rejoiced that the rigour of the 
law was mitigated by the interpolation of parliament. I hope 
that fuch an act will foon pafs to operate regularly at ft a ted, 
fhort periods, under certain reftrtctions, or that we fhall have 
an entire, new code of laws, reflecting debtors, to reconcile 
the rights of a free people, with the irtterefts of the rooft 
commercial country in the world. Yet while the law re- 
mains in its prefent ftate, I think it incumbent on a good; 
fubject not to obftruct its operations, but to yield a ready 
obedience. 

The words of the Great Charter I hold facred, M No 
Freeman (hall be taken, or imprifoned, or be dfTieifed of hi* 
freehold, or liberties, or free cuftoms, but by lawful judg- 
ment of his peers, or by the law of the land," and permit 
me to allure you, that, while I continue in office, through 
the extent of the jurifdiction you have affigned to me, ikj< 
perfon (hall fufrer an illegal imprifonmem. I acknowledge 
no authority but what is founded on the laws and the confti- 
tution. As a private man, I was engaged for many years in 
an important druggie for the liberty of the fubject agairrft the 
great officers of the crown. It was at length terminated by* 
the annihilation of the power, which they had ufurped. I am 
at this time armed with your authority to withftand every en- 
croachment on the perfonal rights ana privileges of my fellow 
fubjects in this city and the county of Middlefex. They 
(hall therefore now find relief in the moil effectual and fum- 
mary way. I mould blufh, if any perfon fuffered an injury, 
which I had the power but wanted the fpirit, to redrefs. If 
illegal violence mall be exercifed, I will oppofe it with vi- 
gour, fhould the ufurpation originate from any man, or body 
of men, however refpectable, or be fupported by any power, 
however formidable. The law alone fhall determine on thtf 
Jibcrty of each individual, nor (hall the wanton caprice of a 
wretched fet of defpotic miniftcrs fport with the imprifon- 
ment of their equals, the Freemen of this land. A very 
fhort period fhall be put to fuch lawlefs opprefiion. I ant 
happy in the hearty concurrence of my worthy colleague, 
with refpect to the whole plan of future conduct. We reft in 
an entire confidence that wc (hall experience your fteady fup- 
port in the due execution of our office. On my own part I 
firmly promife, that through life I will continue the guardian 
of the laws, and the friend of the people. The fame arbi- 
trary faction, who *he lad winter trampled on the privileges 
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of the nation, and the franchifes of the capital, flill continue 
ing in power, and this day being to refume their baneful and 
dangerous deliberations, we may foon expect: a like atrocious 
invafion of our rights. Prudence therefore calls loudly upon 
us to unite and prepare for a defence of whatever is moft dear 
to us as men, as Englishmen, againfl thefe common enemies 
of our liberties. I am fure you will not be wanting to your 
own honour and fecurity, to the glory of your anceftors, and 
the welfare of your pofterity. In your Sheriffs you will find 
men determined to ferve you with fidelity and fpirit, and zea- 
lous to obey the commands of the Livery of London. 

lam, Gentlemen, &c. 

JOHN WILKES. 



HOUSE of LORDS of IRELAND* 
Die Mercurii 18 die Decembris 1 77 1. 

AMOTION was made by the Lord Viscount Mount* 
morres, that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, reprefenting, that it is the opinion of this Houfe, 
that the appointment which his Majefty has been adviied to 
make, of five Member of Parliament, to examine and pafs 
certain of .the accounts of this kingdom, with the powers 
fpecitied in his Majefty's letters, dated the 31ft of October, 
J771-, the prefent circumftances of this country being con - 
fidered, is unneceflary and inexpedient, and praying that his 
Mujefty will be gracioufly pleafed to direct his Attorney-Ge- 
neral, to caufe the legality of faid appointment to be tried 
according to due courfe of law. 

It palled in the negative, 
Dijfcntient) 

lft, Becaufe we conceive that the appointment of five new 
commiflioners for examining and perfecting the imprefted, or* 
extraordinary accounts of this kingdom, is unnecessary, in- 
afmuch as the ancient commiflioners appear to have been 
deemed fufiUxnt for fome centuries pan;, and to have been fo 
held by hisMajcfty's minifters in both kingdoms at his accef- 
fion; and even at a later period, viz. in 1766, when his Ma* 
jelly's . laft appointment of the faid commiflioners was made, 
requiring them to ftate and examine all thepublic accountsfbur 
times, inftead of once in the year ; fince which time it can- 
not be pretended that , any increafe in that department* ox 
in the other public occupations of the faid commiflioners, 
hath arif.n, to require fuch a new e/rabliihment as thai in 
queftion j and we think it might imply an unme/ited een,- 
Jure cn the eminent perfons who at prefent conftitut* the 
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were now, for the firft time, td be difcovered and ad- 
mitted. 

arUlyi Becaufe it is to be prefutrted, if the old board had 
not been deemed by his Majefty'snrtinifters to be fully fufficient, 
that they would not have rendered it lefs fo, by fuffering it to 
be deprived of one of its members, viz. the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer^ who doth not rcfide in this kingdom, nor execute 
any part of the duty of that office ; and we conceive, if an/ 
infufliciency in the old board could reasonably be alledged, in 
confequence of the avocations of the other great officers of 
the law, Who compofe it,* that it might and ought to be re- 
medied* by ordering the chancellor of the exchequer to at- 
tend, whereby infread of loading this country with a new ex- 
pence* the faiary of that office would circulate within this 
kingdom, whereas now it is expended abroad* 

3dly, Becaufe the nectfffity of this appointment, if any, 
muft arife either from the arrear of unpafled accounts hereto- 
fore incurred, and which is the only argument we have heard 
in fupport of this new eftablifhment, or it muft arife from the 
imtuie and extent of our accounts refpe&ing the future. 
Now, firft, we conceive that the new cormriiffioners are di- 
rected to call before them, not fuch perfons as have, but fuch 
ns jhtill receive any fum or funis by way of impreft, that is, 
to acl for the future, and not for the paft, and that therefore 
the necefllty of thefe new commiffioners cannot be maintained 
on the groundof an arrear, which they are not dire&ed to exa- 
mine and fettle: moreover, we think, that even if they were 
to hav^e a retrofpec*tj it is utterly abfurd to eftablifh a per- 
manent board for all time future, for the occafional purpofe 
of fettling an arrear incurred in time pad ; a temporary appoint- 
ment being fufficient for fuch a temporary office, whereby the 
expence to the public would ceafe with the occafion which 
produced it. Again, as to our accounts in future, we think 
i: cannot be* denied* that one Board of Commiffioners of ac- 
counts would be fufficient to difcharge the whole bufinefs, 
if propedy conftituted ; now, either the old board is fo con- 
figured, or it is not; if it is fo conftituted, it is fufficient, 
and another is unneceflary j if it is not fo conftituted,. either it 
ought to be corrected, if capable of being, rendered fufficient, or 
if incapable thereof, it ought to be abolilhed by due authority ; 
ami one board properly regulated and fufficient, fubftituted in 
its room; whereas the prefent meafure of government is to> 
do neither; fo* it is to continue the old Board in its antient 
form, when, if it is inefficient, is abfurd ; and to add another 
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to d# part oflrs duty, which is abfurd, if it be not infuffc- 
cicnt. It propofes, in a word, not that wc (hould have one 
board proper ly regulated and fufficient, but that we ihould 
have two, each of which fhall be fo contrived as to Ve at 
lead feparately inadequate, and that not for the purpofe of 
the one being' a check and controul on the other, but wholly 
independent and diftincl, which can be . productive of evil 
coniequences only, as we apprehend, without one be* 
nefit. 

4thly, Becaufe we think it to be inexpedient, inaf- 
nvuch as no new expencc that can be avoided, ought to be 
incurred, at a period, when from the growing difficulties of 
the public, the wifdom of parliament hath found it necefiary, 
both in the feffions of 1769, and in the prefent feflion, to re- 
duce very confiderably, the fum ufually expended on the in- 
ternal improvement of the kingdom, and towards the fupport 
of its great charitable foundations ; when, notwithstanding 
fuch a retrenchment, government was obliged to borrow in 
the two laft years 130,000!. in aid of the general revenue ; 
when the next two years feem to threaten a fU41 greater en- 
creafe of national debt, the commons have deemed it necelTary 
to vote in this feflion, a loan of 2oo,oool. in aid of the 
general revenue, for the ordinary fervice of the two years en- 
luing ; when his majefty's revenue, by decay of trade, and 
credit is declining, when notwithihmding this country is 
more heavily burthened in proportion to her ability than 
Great Britain : and, notwithstanding that the taxes of this 
kingdom exceed in their annual amount the whole circulating 
fpecieof the nation, yet the expenceof the public is greatly 
fuperior to the revenue thereof. Even though the latter 
ihould rife again to as high an amount as it hath reached, at 
any period heretofore, which we cannot promife to ourfelves, 
at prefent that it will ; when, unlefs, in (read of encreafingt 
we (hall diminifh,the public charges, this kingdom will in- 
cur a larger debt, in a few years of profound tranquility, 
than it contracted during the whole of the late war, in which, 
this country undertook a larger fhare of expence, than ever 
it had done in any war before : and when the fpeech from the 
throne this feflion of parliament, hath dated fo emphatically 
the neccfTitous condition of this kingdom, and hath dictated 
ceconomy in fuch alarming t§rms. . - 

5thly, Becaufe it appears, that at fo late a period, as in 
the year 1 757* the whole expencc of the public in the article 
of commiflloners of accounts amounted only to 360I. which ex- 
pence, Gnce that time, principally by the innovation of quar- 
terly, 
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tcrly, inftead of annual accounts, hath increased to feveri times 
that fum, without any advantage to the public therefrom, as we 
apprehend— and which, in confequence of this new eftablifh- 
ment, will at the loweft eftimate be augmented upon 
the whole, in more than a - twenty fold proportion — 
and that in a (eafon of public diftrefs, and of accumulat- 
ing debt; whereas, in the firft-mentioned period, this na- 
tion having recently di (charged th« whole capital of its ante- 
cedent debt, was free from all incumbrance what foe ver, 
and in a profperous and rifing condition:— wherefore we 
humbly conceive, that it would be more feafonable and ex- 
pedient to reduce this article of the public charge, than to 
encreafe it ; and that nothing can be more prepofterous in 
this light, than the prefent propofition, by which this new 
board of inferior commiffionexs, for taking a very finall por- 
tion of the public accounts, will cod the kingdom, on the 
moft moderate calculation, above fixteen times the fum, which 
was paid in 1757* to the antient commiffioners for the whole 
accounts of the nation. 

6thly, Becaufe we conceive, that as any two of the faid 
five commiffioners are authorifed by thefe letters, to exercife 
all the extenfive and fingular powers vefted thereby in the faid 
commiffioners, great inconveniences, and much confufion 
may follow therefrom ; and that contradictory orders may 
be ifiued, each figned by two of the faid commiffioners, with- 
out any apparent precedence, or ground of preference, in the 
one order over the other, whereby the perfons required to 
obey the fame, may regulate their conduct, or be able to af- 
certain, which they are to regard. 

ythly, Becaufe, we conceive, if any encreafe of expence in 
this department were at all expedient, or admiffible, tha' th? 
public intereft would require, that the fame (houjd be incurr- 
ed rather by a moderate addition of profit to the antient coin- 
rnifli oners, than by the creation of new ones, for mar.y 
weighty reafons, and efpecially for that, by multiplying un- 
neceflary offices, the undue influence of the crown mufl be ex. 
tended ; for which purpofe alone this appointment feems to 
iw, indeed, to have been calculated ; whether we confidcr 
that fignal mifmanagement and mal-adminifrratioru which 
hath rendered the arts of intrigue and corruption more' than 
ufually requifite, to counteract the force of juft and national 
indignation ; or whether we confider the perfons appointed 
to tfecfe- offices, who, inftead of being felected from amongft 
thofe who have had public opportunities of teftifying the r 
peculiar fitnefs for, and experience in, the department of th<* 
national accounts; have been all taken, without a Ting! ; 
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exception, from amongft the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple. 

8thly, Becaufe we wifh that the validity of the letters pa- 
tent in queftion to be brought to trial, inafmuch as we appre- 
hend that the fame are illegal, for that the court of Exche- 
quer is a court of antient jurisdiction for thepurpofc of hear- 
ing and determining all matters of account and revenue, with, 
iumcient officers and powers for adjufting and determining 
the fame, and for recovering all fuch balances as may appear 
to be due thereon ; in which court all queftions of legal 
doubt, mull be decided by the barons who know the law ; 
and all queftions of facl, by the conftitutional trial by jury. 
And we conceive, that the executive power cannot, at this 
day, confidently with the laws of the land, appoint any new 
judicature ; nor any perfon or perfons whatsoever, fave only 
the ancient judges and officers of the faid court, to hear and 
determine any matter or matters incident to the jurifdiefcion 
thereof ; or to exercife any powers which may interfere with, 
the faid jurifdiclion. But the five new commiffioners of ac- 
counts, appointed by his majefty's letters patent, bearing date 
th?3iftof Oclober 1771, or any two or more of them, are 
authorifed by faid letters, — M To call before them, once in. 
every year, the Mafter of the Ordnance, the Clerks and 
Receivers of Fines and Cafualties, the Treafurer of the Bar- 
jack Board, or Board of Works, and every accomptant » 
and accompfants, whofe accounts, by virtue of any for- 
mer commiffion, the faid commiffioners or others exerci- 
(jug or occupying their places, were required and autho- 
rifed to examine, except the accounts of the Vice Trea- 
furer and Receiver, or Receiver General, and the Trea- 
furer at War, or Payraafter General, to call before them 
all fuch perfons who (hall, or may, from time to time, re- 
ceive any fum or fums of money, by way of impreft, either 
by warrant orprder of government for his majeltVs ferviee, 
Co exhibit to the faid commiffioners all fuch accounts, books, 
certificates, warrants, bills, and muniments whatfoevcr, as : 
fliall touch or concern the charge or difcharee of the faid ac- 
counts remaining in their hands or cuftody, or remaining in 
the hands, cuftody, or pofleffion of any of his majefty's officers 
or minifters within this kingdom ; and them, and every of 
^hem, by all ways and means they poffibly can, to perufe, 
caft up, try, and examine ; and upon trial, examination, and 
pcrufal thereof, to make full, perfect, and juft accounts or de- 
clarations of the account containing briefly the fum and fub- 
ftance thereof in charge and difcharge, as hath been hereto- 
fore ufed, the faid feveral accounts to be fairly engrofted, in\. 
twp parts, and by the faid commiffioners, or any two or 
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fnorc of them, figned and vouched, the one part to remain 
of record in the court of Exchequer there, and the other 
part to be delivered to the parties accountable, and to be to 
Xhenij and every of them, tneir heirs, executors, and admini- 
strators, againft the king, his heirs and fucceiibrs, a fufficient 
warrant and difcharge j and the faid commiflioners, and every 
of them, are required to have fpecial regard, that all fuch 
petitions and demands as fliall be by them allowed, have good 
and probable reafons to maintain and prove the fame, provi- 
ded always that the faid parts of tHe faid account fo as afore- 
faid, to be delivered by the faid commiflioners, or any two or 
more of them, fo figned and delivered, (hall not exonerate 
or difcharge the faid accountants, or any of them, their heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, of any fuch debts, as (hall be by 
the faid commiflioners, or any two or more of them found 
due ; and by the faid accomptants owing upon their faid ac- 
counts, until fuch time as the faid accountants, and every of 
them, mall firft take order with the king, for: payment there- 
of, either by inftallments or otherwife, as to the faid com- 
miflioners, or any two or more of them, fliall be thought 
meet and convenient." Which faid powers of allowing pe* 
titions and demands, and granting difcharges to accompt- 
ants, we conceive will amount to a determination of matters 
incident to the jurifdi&ion of the faid court of Exchequer, 
and will alfo eflentially interfere with the faid jurifdiaion, in- 
afmuchas accomptants, having obtained fuch difcharges, will 
not, according to the tenour of the faid patents, be obliged 
to render any account to the faid court of Exchequer ; but 
may, if the provifion of the faid patents fliall be confidered as 
valid, plead fuch difcharges in bar of any account, demanded 
of them before the faid court. We further apprehend, that 
the faid new commiflioners, conftituted with the aforefaid 
powers, are a new judicature, notwithstanding any patents 
that have heretofore been granted to commiflioners of accounts 
in this kingdom, inafmuch as all fuch former patents mufr, 
if legal, have been founded either in the ftatute of the tenth 
of Henry the 7th chap. i,or in the common, law, which is 
common ufagc ; now, fo far as the faid ancient patents may 
have beeiv founded on the faid ftatute. they can be no autho- 
rityor example for the prefent patents, which do in no fort 
purfue that ftatute ; and if in any part they were founded in 
common ufage, the ufage muft be taken entire : now it has 
been at all times a part of that ufage by fuch patents to grant 
the commiflion fortaking accounts to the barons of the Exche- 
quer, and certain great officers of the law for the time being, 
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and that without any tenure, but as incident to their refpee- 
fcive offices, whereas the new commiffioners are granted for a 
tenure during the king's pleafure, to perfons unlkilledin the 
law, altogether independent of, and unconnected with the 
faid court of Exchequer, contrary to every appearance of old 
Ufage, as well as to the fpirit of that excellent ftatute of the 
5th of Richard the ad, which enacts, that no baron of the 
Exchequer, clerk of the pipe, appofer clerk, of the foreign 
fummonfes, auditors, or other chief officers of the Exchequer, 
fhould be made, unlefs he be well learned in the law, or 
otherwife very (kilful in the courfes and ufage of the Exche- 
quer ; WE therefore apprehend, that the faid former pa- 
tents, if founded in the laid ftatute of Henry VII. can be no 
example of thefe new patents, which are not founded there* 
in, nor can the fame, if founded in ufage, be any precedent 
of patents, which eflentially differ from the ufage obfenred 
therein. Neither do we conceive that there is a power in the 
crown of deftroying, dividing, or altering the ancient offices 
eftabli&ed by law. 

9thly. Becaufe there are, in the faid Court of Exchequer* 
certain ancient clerks or officers called Auditors of Imp reft, 
whofe duty it is to take all foreign and imprefted accounts, 
and to perfect the fame ; and we conceive, that all fuch mat- 
ters touching the faid accounts as are minifterial, may be well 
and ejfe&ually transacted by the faid officers, and do of right 
belong to their office ; — fo that the inftitution of new conii. 
miffioners of accounts, fo'far as they are minifterial, is at leaft 
fuperfluous ; and fo far as they are judicial, is, we conceive, 
Hianifeflly illegal. 

iothly. Becaufe the faid new commiffionera, or any two of 
them are impowered by the faid letters patent, to give and al- 
low, at difcretion, to any perfon or perfens employed in or 
about the faid accounts, or in any thing concerning the fame, 
inch fum or fums of money, or other recompence as to the 
faid commiffioncrs fhall feem meet and convenient. — And we 
apprehend, that to delegate fuch a difcretionary power, over 
the revenue, to any perfons whatsoever, is repugnant to the 
firft principles of law, and of moft dangerous example. 

uthly. Becaufe we conceive, that whatever new inftitu- 
tion, tends to the difquietnefs, mifchief,and delay of the fub-> 
ject, and is no advantage to the king, is therefore againft 
law.— But this new inftitution appears to us manifeftfy to 
tend to the difquict, mifchfef, and delay of the fubjecl, in as 
»uch as it requires perfons to account before com miffioners, 
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who are not bound by any oath to adminifter jufticc impar- 
tially or according to law — neither have they any certain rules 
of law, or approved ufage, by which to govern their proceed- 
ings 5 neither is their court to be open at all times, for re- 
ceiving accounts, and regularly difpatching the fame, they 
being only authorized to take accounts once in every year. — 
And the faid inftitution appears to us on the other hand to 
contribute in no fort to the advantage of the king, but on the 
contrary, to the manifeft injury of his revenue, inafmuch as 
no power is given to the faid commiffioners to examine any 
accountant upon oath 5 neither as we conceive is there, or 
could there be, any power granted to them by the fame pa- 
tent, to enforce the appearance of any accountants, or others, 
nor to examine any perfons, nor parties to the faid accounts V 
nor to puniih for any forged receipts, or other frauds ; nor in 
any wife, to compel payment of any balance that may appear 
to be due, and alfo inafmuch as the faid commiffioners, are 
authorized at their pleafure, to permit accountants to dif- 
charge their balances by inftallmcnts ; whereas by the courfe 
of the Exchequer, according to the oaths of the barons, and 
of the-old law of the land, none of the king's debts, were to 
be put in refpite, or payment thereof allowed to be poftponed, 
where the fame might be goodly levied -.—From all which we 
draw this general conclufion, that this novel courfe, tendeth 
to the difquietnefs, mifchief, and delay of the fubje&, is no 
advantage to the king, and therefore is againft law and ought 
notto be allowed. 

I2thly. Becaufe the faid new commiflion doth under the 
general words of the Receivers of the King's Fines and Cafu- 
alties, feem to draw all (heriffs from the (aid court of Exche- 
( q uer, to account before the faid commiffioners ; whereas the 
faid fheriffs are bound by their oath, their office, and the law 
of the land, to account in the Exchequer, and there only, and 
the fuljec"ting them to any other jurifdiclion would be a 
manifeft grievance to them and to the public. 

1 3thly. Becaufe we conceive it of the moft dangerous ten- 
dency to Great Britain, as well as to this kingdom, that the 
fyftem of jurifprudence, and the rights and powers of the 
great courts of juftice, which are the fame in both countries, 
fliould be violated in either : For that in the preservation 
thereof alone, our liberties can be fecure — as by every en- 
croachment thereon in former times, the public freedom hath 
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been Brought to the brink of rain, and the pillari of td> 
flitution ihaken to their foundation. 

LEINSTER SYDNEY 

WESTMEATH LONGFOR0 
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LANESBOROUGH POWERSCOURT 

LOUTH (per proxy) BELLAMONT 

MOIRA MORN1NGTON 

MOUNT CASHELL WANDESFORD 

CHARLEMONT MOLESWORTH 

LISLE BECTIVE 

BALTINGLASS MOUNTMORRES 
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Parliamentary Proceedings of IRELAND continued. 

The following fpeech was made by Sir Lucius O'Brien, on? 
WedneGlay the tith inft. when the motion for a refolutiori 
concerning the new board of accounts came on in the 
houfc. 

Sir George Macartney (the leader of the frock) opened the 
debate ; and was feconded by Mr. A. Malooe, who fpread 

. an univerfal languor through thehoufe by a heavy, fleepy* 
and cold oration, coldly delivered, and coldly received- 
He was anfwered by Sir Lucius 0 4 Brien. 

The SPEECH of Sir LUCIUS O'BRIEN. 

i€ t HAVE frequently experienced that there are certain 
£ fpeakers, whofe oratorical powers have fuch a peculiar 
turn and effect, that they fairly lull the audience into a le- 
thargy ; that they throw an impenecrable mift over, the mind 
and inftead of roufing the ear which liflens to them, cover it 
with drowfmefs and torpitude. Of this melancholy race, is 
a certain honourable gentleman, whofe humming periods ftill 
murmur in my ear. Such foporific qualities are infectious : 
the debate is hardly begun, and yet the houfe already yawns 
from fide to fide : and, for my own part, Iconfefs, that tho' 
my heart now beats with every honctt fentiment that the love 
of my country can infpire, I fear I fhall fcarce find animated 
language to exprefs them. 

" My opinion of the refolution for a new board of ac- 
counts may be given in a few words. 1 detefted it from the 
beginning, and 1 ftill deteft it. I have pondered, examined^ 
can vailed every reafon, every argument that has been adduced 
in its favour, with the utraoft candour and impartiality ; I 
have read the pleadings of its advocates : heard the opinions 
2 of 
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of its sfbettors, and honeftly weighed them in my own mind, 
—yet ftill, (till I deteftit. I confefs, had I no other motive 
for declaring againft it, than that it is a brat begot by the 
avowed leaders of corruption and venality, I (hould be Har- 
tled, and ready to take the alarm from the known depra- 
vity of the parents, I mould be apt to fufpe& the baflard was 
tainted with contagion and hereditary evil : but, exclulive 
of thefe motives, the nature of the offspring marks from 
whence it came ; it isra(h, choleric, and defperate, like the 
dark minds which gave it birth. 

" This motion is big with mifchief, and I fee it. In the 
name of found policy, what have we to do with a board of 
accounts? It is now thought nectfiary to become fo very 
circurofpe& in the auditing and fettling the public accounts, 
have we not a committee of accounts in this houfe, who can 
manage the whole bufinefs. and reduce it into diftinct chan- 
nels and departments, by a little extraordinary application ? 
What occafion is there then for a new accefixon of expence 
to our national debts, or for any new addition to that weight 
which always makes us to (loop to the earth ?— -Eutit is plea- 
fant to obferve the fudden inclination thefe gentlemen have 
taken to ferve thejr country. T°ey afe anxious, very 
anxious for the fafety of the public monies*— the public reve- 
nuesT-the public intereft.— — Oh-— they are afraid the efti- 
mates arc not properly ftated, the accounts are not exactly 

fettled !- Confufion ! do they not blufh when they fpeak 

thefe things ? But we fee through the flimfy deceit— -Alas ! 
gentlemen, for whofe fake are thefe things fo ? If the public 
accounts are confufed who are the confufers ? If the public 
coffers have been robbed who are the robbers ? If the public 
intereft has been laviflily fquandered in fuperfluities, who 
hai'ebeen the prodigals ?-*-Take my word for it, if the pub- 
lic money had been applied only to public purpofes, there had 
been now no need of a motion for creating a new board of 
accounts to bribe knaves, and to glut parafites. 

" Our accounts have been examined for a long feries of 
years by commiffioners appointed for that purpofe, with the 
afllftance of one or two clerks, So far as it was in their 
power to give fatisfadTion, they have given it. t But the mif- 
chief arifes from another fourcc,. If peculation has been com- 
mitted, it took its rife in recedes where they had no power to 
fcarcfi for it. iC Well, (replied thefe virtuous gentlemen of 
the court} granting that, our new board will obviate thefe ob- 
jections, and remedy all grievances, by the full power- in.veft- 
ed in its commiflioners to fend for perfons, papers, and re- 
?Ql.Reg.Vol.X. cords, 
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cords, and to fearch into every office and department for in- 
formation." — Ridiculous argument ! as if everyone does not 
know, that a viceroy will have only to fay to ihefe boafted 
commiffioners, " Say this*' — and behold they fay it-~ 4< Do 
this"— and behold they do it. 

** But worfe ftill remains behind. Our new board will 
coft us fome money. Four of you, gentlemen zealous as ye 
feem to be for the public good, anxious as ye are for the pub- 
lic ceconomy, will not nil up the places of thefe commif- 
fioners without being paid for it : ye will not caft up ac- 
counts for nothing : therefore we are told that four commif- 
-fioners are to have a yearly falary of five hundred pounds 
each. A fifth man will not take the trouble of fitting at the 
head of the board, without an additional gratuity: there- 
fore we are told a prefident is to have eight hundred pounds per 
annum. Thefe muft have a fecrecary, clerks, porters, and 
all other little vermin that ufually trawl about in public 
offices, devouring whatever tjiey can touch. There mull be 
alfo an office, &c. to do the bufmefs of corruption in; and all 
thefe together will throw an annual weight of nine or ten 
thoufand pounds into the fcale of the national debt.— -But all 
this is nothing to men who areaccuftomed to plunder. Shame 
on it! ye mercilefs law makers: look round ye, and fee to 
what ftaie you have already reduced your country and coun- 
trymen— the former fuccefsful in nothing but in accumulating 
debts and additional taxes^ is daily lofing its trade and fiquan-r 
dering its revenue ; whilfl the latter wander about their own 
fair fields in beggary and wretchednefs, without linen or 
(hoes, and crouching to their Egyptian tafk matters, who 
firtf enflave them, and then flarve them. 

«* But Jet thefe gentlemen remember, that even the wicked, 
though they flouriin for a time, will have a period. A day of 
reckoning m)\ come, and then let thofe tremble, who ought 
to tremble. In the mean time purfoe your own ways, and 
follow the tracl that is cut out for you. If we find that the 
crown has not already too much alfumed power, that our li- 
berties are not too much tneroached upon, that our country 
is not too much burdened, and that your fellow iflanders are 
not too much deprefled and harraffed— if ye find that thefc 
things are not fo, why then, in God's name, vote for the mr « 
tion : and as ye deal in the bufinefs according to your con- 
sciences, even fo may God deal with you ! — As to myfelf, I 
flefire the fame judgment, and therefore vote againft the mo- 
tion." : \ 
... . 
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Sir Lccius 0*Brien was anfwered by Mr. Fortefcue* mho 
got up and fpoke as follows : 

Mr. FORT ESCUE's Reply. . 

* c The Honourable member who fpoke laft faid fo many 
ftrange .things, that I cannot think he was in earned. He was 
too violent to be candid, too warm to be judicious : his elo- 
quence burfts upon us like a flafli of lightning, and like that 
too expires. I appeal to this Honourable Houfe for the truth 
of what I aflert: The gentleman would do well therefore to 
inform us, upon bis honour, whether he fpoke ferioujly or not. 

" I think I have examined the object of this motion as 
candidly and as impartially as the angry gentleman who fpoke 
laft ; but I do not fee the horrors, the mitchiefs that it is faid 
to be pregnant with. On the contrary, it is replete with 
thofe obvious advantages, and that well digefted policy which 
ought to recommend it to every true friend to his country. 
The Honourable Member who opened the debate enumerated 
the advantages which would refuit from this refolution in fo 
mafterly a manner, as ought to convince all thofe who were 
not refoiveJ to be deaf to conviction. It was but doing jus- 
tice to yourfelves as well as to your country, to let the ??<?- 
cejjity of the meafure plead for it in oppofition to every argu- 
ment that could be adduced againft it. For Heaven's fake be 
confident, gentlemen, and all opposition to this motion will 
foon fall to the ground. Are ye not continually ringing in 
our ears, from day-to-day, from fefiioii to feflion, that the 
public money is either embezzled or mifapplied, that it is 
Squandered away for private or corrupt purpofes, and that it 
e (capes from the public treafury, nobody knows how or whi- 
ther ? And do ye now violently oppofe the only meafure that 
is capable of preventing its being embezzled or mifapplied, of 
its being fquandered away for private purpofes, and of its 
efcaping from the treafury ?— ~For ihame ! gentlemen, if -ye 
are patriots* be confident j add not the folly of inconiiftency 
to the fin of hypocrify. 

" True it is, however, that our money-lift has been much 
neglected. Upwards of threefcore years have palled fince our 
accounts have been thoroughly infpecled and regulated ; and, 
unlefs prevented by the interpofitions of. this falutary fcheme, 
threefcore, more may glide away, and leave them ftill involved 
in confufion and errors. Thofc ftewards have- an ample field 
to plunder -in, whofe books are never examined by a matters 
eye.i and what will not villains attempt, when the terror of 
chaftifement is removefl from hefore their eyes. If the ftew- 
ards of our revenues have been hitherto reftrifted by no con- 
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jtroul* what reafon have wc toexpedr, that they will fee more 
juoneft, more virtuous, more temperate, than their neighbours 
on the otl • r fide of the channel ? — Your Committee of ac- 
counts, of whom you talk fo vauntingly, are two feeble props 
under fo weighty a burden. However great their abilities and 
inclination for fo important a tafk, their powers are too much 
reftridted, and their time too limited, aim oft the whole of it 
being neceflary to perfoim the functions of the high offices* 
which they judicioufly fill. To remedy all thefe evils, only 
one fcheme was practicable, viz. the creation of a new Board 
of CommilEoners j and that one ye have oppofed. Is this 

acting like patriots ? Once more I tell you, ye are in- 

*con1tftent. 

** I know fomeof you will lay hold of that ftale argument, 
that the creation of new officers'is an extention of the Royal 
Prerogative, and an accellion of ftrength and power to the 
<Crown. I anticipate this argument, becaufc I know it will 
be lugged in with the ufual aukwardnefs and impropriety* 
Frivolous afiertion ! as if the King was not the judge of his 
own thoughts, the maffcr of his own counfels. Were the 
King's natural rights and power to be reftrained by your li- 
mitations, to what would you reduce him ? — Am not I th« 
matter of my own houfe ? And do not you chufe what fer- 
vants you pleafe? And will you match from the King m 
lominon general liberty which the meaneft of his fubje&s en- 
joy ? This would be throwing your chains over him with a 
vengeance* and converting him into the puppet of your way- 
ward humours. It would be plucking the fecptre out of hit 
hand, and forcing him to kneel at his own footftool. 

*' Thofe gentlemen who ftile themfelves patriots have beer* 
very liberal of their abufe to another let of men whom they 
ftile courtiers. But we need not be furprifed, that thofe who 
b*gun the lemon with fo much extravagance, £hould carry it 
'on to the end of it. To retaliate would beeafy, but it is un- 
neceffary. The mafk of patriotifm which they afTumed to 
cheat the rabble rout, begins to drop off of its own .accord, and 
to expofc their naked features to contempt and fcorn. We 
now rind, that the voice which roared fo loud was only the 
voice cf faction, which exerted itfelf day and night for a 
ihare of the loaves and fifties. — But the monfter will foon 
ceafc to be troublefome : its extreme efforts are now exerted : 

.— — * . ... T- ■ .. ...... — ■ ^ , r_ ■ . ■ , - ■ 

* The Lord Chancellor, and the Chancellor and Barons 
of the Exchequer, arc the prefi^t Ccfflmimoncra. 
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and finding that all its endeaours are likely to be frudrated 
and rendered abortive, it is uttering the laic groans of enyy and . 
■ defpair. 

Proceedings on Friday % Dec. 13. 
The Houfe being very thin, little bufinefs was done. The 
confideration of the Privilege Bill, and fome others, were re- 
ferred to the next week. Sir William Mayne afked leave to 
go to Great Britain ; when the queftion being put, it was 

carried for being granted. A petition figned by feveral of 

the creditors or William Howard was preferited totheHoufe, 
praying that leave might be given to bring in a bill, to veft the 
property of the faid William Howard and Abraham Grier, in 

truftees for the benefit of the creditors. This petition was 

-referred to a Committee to examine into the allegations 
< therein contained, and report the fame, and then the Houis 
adjourned, 

Proceedings fin Saturday , Dec 14. 
The Houfe being met, the order was read tor refolving into 
a Committee of the wjjole Houfe to take into confideration 
the heads of a bill for granting a bounty on the carriage of 
corn coaft-ways. Thefe heads were brought in by Sir Lucius 
O'Brien ; but Mr. Fortefcue having prepared heads of a bill 
for the encouragement of agriculture, upon pretty near the 
fame plan, each gentleman was dejirous of having the honour 
of introducing a meafure evidently calculated for the public 
good ; therefore the latter wanted to poftpone the fitting of 
the Committee for fome days. This produced a flight al- 
tercation, and the queftion for adjournment being put, on a 
divifion there appeared thirty-four for, and thirty ^feven a- 
gainft it. 

The Committee then fat (Mr. Burgh, jun. in the chair) 
and feme fmall progrefs was made and reported to the Houfe ; 
when an order was made that the committee (hould fit again 
on Thurfday next. The Houfe then adjourned till next 
Tuefday, when a committee is to take into confideration the 
caufes of the late rifings and difturbances in the counties of 
Antrim and Down ; how to prevent fuch in time to come, 
and to bring the offenders to condign punifliment. 

Friday , Dec. 20. 

In a Committee of the whole Houfe, fome further progrefs 
was,.oiadein the heads of a Bill for a bounty on the carriage 
of corn, coaftways. 

The Speaker having refumcd the chair* a report was re- 
ceived from the committee appointed to take into confidera- 

f ' tion 
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f ion 'the riots oif the people who call themferves Hearts of 
Steqjp The caufes of thelerifings were alledged to be an un- 
lawful dehre of fome inhabitants of the county of Antrim, tor 
lower rent and tythes to the proportion they thought proper, 
and in -consequence thereof, affociations had been formed, and 
many outrages and murders committed. 

One of the refolutions of the Committee (eemed'very ex* 
traordinary, it was, *• that it was the opinion of the Com- 
mittee that fundry notorious delinquents having been taken 
and committed to prifon, were tried for their offences at the 
laft affixes for the county of Antrim, and were acquitted by 
the jury contrary to evidence given, and to the great fur* 
prize and diilatista&ion of the whole court*" 

When thequeftion was put to agree with this refolution, 
Mr* Fortefcue fpoke againft it in the ftrongeft terms, declar- 
ing he would never aflent to any thing that could tend to 
leflen the legal power of juries, which was the great palla- 
dium of liberty. The Provoft anfwered him, that without 
agreeing to this refolution there could be no means found to 
put a flap to thefe insurrections ; for the people would commit 
crimes with impunity, if they were fure they (hould be tried 
by a jury of their friends and relations, or by fuch who were 
afraid to condemn them, left they (hould be the next to fuffer 
from their aJTociates, that the prisoners in queftion were fo 
cftnfcious of their guilt, that they had drefTed^themfelves in 
mourning, in expectation of fentence of death. That on this 
.refolution he intended to move for a Bill, which (though a 
fmall alteration of the conftitution) was become neceflary j 
namely, that the criminals in fuch cafes, mould be removed 
to Dublin, to take their trials, by an unbiafled jury. 

Mr. Daly and Mr. Fortefcue oppofed fuch a meafure, as 
both dangerous and unjuft j and Mr. O'Harafaid it would be 
alfo very cruel ; as the accufed, feat hither, would have no 
chance for their lives i they would come with an odium of 
guilt on their backs, and could have no opportunity of getting 
witncfTes in their favour ; befides, the eftablifhment of juries 
decreed they {hould be of their vicinage [their neighbourhood] 
that they mieht better judge of the innocence or guilt of the 
prifoners, and the validity of the evidence, from the knowledge 
the law fuppofes them to have of their lives and conduct, and 
Which would be deitroyed by fuch a fatal meafure. . 

Sir Lucius O'Brien fpoke againft the refolution, as an act 
of the utmoft injuftice, in condemning; the jury, unheard, 
and branding them with perjury and breach of duty, which 

* muft 
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mull render them contemptible in the fight- of their 
neighbours. . . i» 

Colonel Cunningham and Mr. Burgh, juru moved to ad- 
journ, as the Houfe was very thin, fixty-four members only* 
prefem, and the affair merited confederation in a full Houfe. . 
The Houfe adjourned accordingly. < * 

Proceedings on Saturday , Dec* 21. 

The Houfe being metj it refolved into a Committee. Dr._ 
Clement produced a report from the Committee* which had 
been appointed to examine the tranfmifs of tjje Money Bill 
with the Bill fent over, and report. what alterations had been 
made therein, if any. The report being received and ready 
it appeared thai three alterations had been made, viz. In .the 
claufe, laying a duty of one (hilling per barrel on all feerrings 
imported, the words, except Britijh herrings^ were added. In f 
the claufe, laying a duty on the importation of Romats, Cot* 
tons, or cotton mined with linen, the words, cotton or were 
omitted. In the claufe, laying a duty of fix pence per yard on 
. diapers and damafks imported, the wards, except from Great 
Britain, were added. 

Mr. Ponfonby opened the debate ; he obferved, that thefc 
alterations, though of a few words, were of the utmoft im- 
portance ; for no lefs than the right of parliament, and the con- 
stitution of this kingdom, were at flake ; that if we contented 
to the altering of a Money Bill, there was an end of parlia- 
ment ; it would have no occasion to aflemble ; for the Britiih 
f mtniftry would, by our pafling over this invafion of our rights, 
alTume to itfelf the power of taxing Ireland. He then en- 
larged on the impropriety of each alteration, and how it would 
affect our commerce. 

Counfellor Power endeavoured to palliate this matter : he 
faid, that thefe alterations did not levy a tax, but only altered 
the mode of railing it ; that the omiflion of the words, Cotton ' 
or, made no alteration in the tax, fince Cotton would bt 
equally charged ; for by making a paufe after Cotton, in the 
phrafe Cotton and Linen mixed, it would be read thus, Cot- 
ton — and Linen mixed j therefore, Cottons would be taxed, 
and Linen mixed would be taxed. He made ufe of fuch a 
play on words, and fuch ridiculous distinctions and evaftont 
as would have difgraced a Jefuit, or a Tholfel Attorney. 

Colonel Burton replied, that this was fuch a daring infult 
on the power and privilege of the Irifh Houfe of Commorft* 
as had never been hitherto attempted, and if paned over, would 
render us mere Haves to an imperious and defpotic Britifh ad- 
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mintftration ; and that be would never confent to fuch a fla- 
grant a£t of tyranny, and fuch a breach of the conftitution. 

Mr. Forfter fpoke next, and with the moftfolid reafoning 
confuted the arguments of Lawyer Power. He obferved, that 
even allowing that gentleman's conftruclion of the fecond al- 
teration, it would be aflurning a power of levying raxes ; for 
if we disjoined the fentence Cotton and Linen mixed, which 
plainly meant Cotton and Linen mixed together, then it 
would imply the taxing of Linen mixed— with what ? — Why 
with filk, thread, yarn, or any thing el fe which was not de- 
signed to be, taxed in the original*— His whoje fpeech was very 
fpiriteo, fcnfible, and energetic, 

Mr.BarrylJarryandMr. nrownlow feconded what Mr. For- 
fter faidi ami ihewed that letting afuic theinfalt by thefe alte- 
rations, if. they were : agreed to, they would be deftruciive to 
our trade.: -The excepting Eritiih herrings would open a 
channel for Dutch and Swediia herrings to be imported, duty 
free, if tbeycame through the medium of Great Britain ; the 
lame might fee. faid of Manchefter and India cottons, boih 
plain and printed, to the hurt of our own manufactures ; and 
by thetMrd; alteration* damaflcs and diapers from Hamburgh, 
Silefia, &c. would berlrft imported into Britain, and then lent 
here by (hiplpads, without paying any cuftom, 

Mr. Buftie fpoke next, with great warmth and fpirit, a- 
gainit admitting thefe alterations, which, he faid, were an in- 
tuit on the Lord Lieutenant, on the friends of government, 
on the rights of parliament, and on the liberties of the whole 
Irifli nation i to which, while he had life, he would never 
content. 



it. The latter obferved that he had cftablifhcd a manufacture 
of damalks in his, part of the country, which had already Ian- 
guifted, and the whole damafkand diaper works in this kin;*, 
dom would be deitroyed by agreeing to this alteration. Be- 
fides, it was fuch an infult to the Irifli parliament, that he 
would oppofe it- at the cxpence of the kft drop of his 
blood. 

. Suck a generous warmth, fuch a noble fpirit was fhewn by 
all parties agaimT: this depredation of our Liberty, that, after 
that poor cicature, Power, had been filenced, it was thought 
fione could be found bafe enough, or bold enough to fpeak in 
fl^fcncc of it—- when, lo I Laborious languid LilJ arofr, and 
Wilh a plaufiblc fophifti y drove to defend it. Fearing, 'how- 
ever, iha: h:s reafons wculd be very inconclufive, he endea- 
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jfc the many inconveniencies that would attend the rejeclinjf 
this Bill. That the taxes which were thereby to take place 
on December 25, not being to be raifed, a moft dreadful ar- 
rear of four hundred thoufand pounds would be incurred, to 
be provided for in the next Seflions of Parliament, which 
would be the ruin of the nation. That* to be fure, the alte- 
rations were not altogether defensible ; yet, as there was no 
alternative, it would be better to fubmit to it, than to incur 
fuch dreadful inconveniencies. 

Col. Cunningham theri arofe to oppofe the alterations, and 
very Warmly expatiated on the infult, but thought a milder 
Way might be found, hinting, that, if the bill was pafled, to , 
prevent the inconveniencies mentioned, and accompanied 
with an addrefs of the Houfe to his Majefty, declaring their 
rights, and the infults offered to them, it might do. 

Mr. French (though very ill) exerted himfelf very forcibly 
in the oppofition. He faid, altering this Bill was a manifeft 
breach of compact between the two kingdoms 5 for, by the 
Addrefs of the Lords and Commons of England to King 
Williaai the Third, when in Ireland, it was agreed, that if 
Ireland would give up to Britain the Woollen Manufacture, 
it (hould, in return, have its Linen Trade fecured to it. 
Therefore, thefe alterations in favour of Foreign Cottons, 
Damasks, and Diapers, was ftrikingat the root o? our Linea 
Works. 

Colonel Brown (poke againft alterations, and declared he 
would not agree to them. Colonel Owen Wynne, Mr. 
Holmes, member for Banagher, and Colonel John Wynne 
opppfed the Bill, and declared that the addrefs would not be 
a iufficient compensation for the infult. Mr. Fortefcue pro- 
posed rejecting the bill, and opening the committees of tup* 
plies, and ways and means again, to bring in another bilt, 
and no very bad confequence could happen, as a fortnight 
would do the bufinefs, and the cuftom-houfe holidays falling in 
that period, no great importations could be in that fhort time. 

Mr. Butler fpoke next, and feconded Mr, Fortefcue, when, 
behold 1 another courtier arofe, Mr. Attorney General, the 
Right Hon. Tedious Tifdall, Efq. He ftrove to prove the ill 
confequence* of the alterations were not fo great as fome 
gentlemen affected to think them 5 but that as no committee, 
that had been clofed, could be opened again without a proro- 
gation, therefore he moved that the houle mould be adjourned 
till Monday, that time might be given to think of fome way 
of afTerting the honour of the hpufe, without rejecting the bill, 
which would be of great and evil confequence. 

The adjournment was ftrongly oppofed, as will be (hewn ; 
but it will alio appear, from the remainder of this imellw 
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gence, that it flackcned much the fire, which, at firfl had 
ieized fame of the courtiers. 

Mr. Ponfonby replied to Mr. Attorney Genera], that hft 
hoped there would be no adjournment, that gentlemen would 
not depart while this was undecided, nor once clofe their 
eyes in iltrep, till their liberty was afTcrted, or their flavery 
confirmed. 

Mr. Brabafoti Ponfonby feconded this argument, and Mr. 
Denis, Member for Youghall, very clearly proved, that the 
inconveniencies of rejecting this bill, were more imaginary 
than real, for a frefti bill might be brought in, without any 
committee of fapplies, or ways and means fitting again, for 
it may be formed on the refojutions of thofe committees. 

Colonel Burton fpoke again agaSnft any adjournment, as 
did Mr. Le Hunt, and Sir Edward Newenham, who ob- 
ferved, that it could only tend to give time to gain over tn the 
court party thofe who had had a generous indignation againft 
fuch an inlult. 

Mr. ONeil, member for Randalftown, and Mr. Kearney, 
member for Kinfale, fpoke very nervoofly, and in a raoft pa- 
triotic manner, to reje& the bill. And things were in this 
flat* when a new matter darted. The gentle Swan obferving 
what a ferment the houfe was in, had pofted away to the caf- 
tle, and returned from it with a fecond tranfmifs j this he 
produced to the houfe, and pointed out that the fecond alte- 
ration that had given fo much offence to the houfe was not in 
the fecond tranfmifs. This gave a new turn to the debate. 
Col. Eyre fpoke ftrongly a gain ft either tranfmifs, as there 
were alterations in both. Mr. Neville alfo fpoke again!} ir, 
and Mr. Flood in a few words urged that if one alteration was, 
as had been faid, a mere clerical error, the others were noc 
fo* It was true that the cuftom is to fend two tranfmifles, 
one by the way of the packet, and the other by the way of 
Donaghadee, left the former fhould be loft. Mr. Swan 
fpoke again, in order to fhew thn the 1 aft tranfmifs fhould be 
attended to, and the former dii miffed, ?.n^ thecommifllon un- 
der the great feal, annexed to each, directing the Lord Lieu* 
tenant to give the royal aflent, would im power him to aflent 
to which of them the houfe fhould adopt. 

Mr. Flood replied, that on the very principle that' there 
were alterations in both, he hoped the houfe would adopt 
neither 5 any alteration was an infringement of their rights, 
which even the moft venal ought to oppofc : for if once the 
privilege of taxing ourfelves is taken fioin us, as a voice in 
parliament would be worth nothing, there cbuld be nothing 
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£0t by corruption, which from that moment would be at an 
end. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien obferved next, that as the two tranf- 
miiTes differed, they ought to be equally rejected, and he 
would not give his vote to receive either. 

Colonel Brown, who like the gentle Swan, had taken a 
trip to the cattle, Teemed now very cool about the matter, 
and his former fire was quite extinguifhed. He allured the 
houfe, that Lord Town(hend knew nothing of the alterations 
at four o'clock that day, but that he had had the feals opened 
of the fecond tranfmifs, which had juft arrived, and had fent 
it down to (atisfy the houfe, therefore he was for agreeing 
with that tranfmifs, 

Mr. Forfter rofe again to oppofe both, obferving that tho* 
the fecond tranfmifs had not the fecond alteration, yet it had 
the two others, which made it equally obnoxious with the 
firfh 

Lord KHdarc propofed that the' houfe mould totally omit 
any confideration of the fecond tranfmifs, but proceed upon 
the firft which was then before them, and when that was dif« 
pofed of, a committee might be appointed to examine if any 
alterations were to be found between the fecond tranfmifs and 
the bill fent over. 

Behold, another courtier ! Mr. Prime Serjeant fpoke a long 
time againft hafty refolutions ; defired a delay for due conli- 
deration on the meafures which were proper to be taken ; en- 
larged on the great and dreadful inconveniencies which would 
arife from rejecting this bill ; and concluded that a new one 
could not be brought in this ftmons ; for, in the time of 
Charles the, Second, on an almoft fimilar cafe, the parlia- 
ment was prorogued for one day, that a new bill might be 
brought in without breaking through the rules and ftanding 
orders of the houfe. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien rofe again, and faid, tho* he was wil- 
ling to allow that the fecond alteration was not defigned, but 
was a clerical error, yet he would oppofe any tranfmifs that 
had any alteration. 

Mr. Hufley obferved, that this was a trial of the Britifh mi- 
niftry to proiecutcthe defigned plan ot enflayingtwo nations, 
but that as thofe obnoxious minifters had looked with con^ 
tempt and indifference on the miferies of a million of people, 
fo he hoped that millions would, when the happy day comes, 
gaze with pleafure on their punifhmerit and fufFerings, when 
they fhould atone for their crimes with their blood upon a fcaf- 
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' The Speaker (as it was in a committee of the whole houfe, 
Mr. Malonc in the chair) then aroie, and fpoke in a manner 
ttiat will reflect unalterable glory on him, which muft endear 
him to every Irifhman who has the honour of his country a% 
heart j and yet cannot, in juftice, offend any but the friends 
of flavery. He obferved, that he could hot help allowing 
the inconveniencies which muft follow the rejecting this bill 
were very great, yet if they were ten- fold, they were nothing 
to the confluences attendant on the admitting the power of 
the crown to alter an Irifh money bill. If that was allowed, 
there was at once an end to IriuS liberty, and to the very ex- 
jftence of parliament. That while he fat in the houfe, faq 
fhouid ever oppofe fuch a deftruc~tiye meafure ; and (hould it 
even depend on his cafting voice, he would "give it to reject 
the bill. Yet there might be a method found to remedy both, 
by a new bill. The gentlemen have faid, that the Handing 
orders of the houfe were againft bringing any matter a feoond 
time before it, to prevent trouble and inconvenience •, yet 
there was no eftabliflied law againft it $ and the houfe had the 
fame power to difpenfe with its rules and orders as it had tq 
wake them. He {hould therefore adopt the propofal of an 
honourable gentleman (Mr; Dennis) and agree that heads of a 
bill, may be brought in on the rcfolution of the committee 
of fupplics, and of ways and means. 
' Col. Brown fpoke once more for the fecondbill. 

Sir George Macartney fald this was the moft troublefcme 
affair he had ever met with in parliament t and he would have 
given half his fortune rather than it ihould ever have come on. 
That the adminiftration here was totally innocent of it; for, 
in the letter from Lord Rochford, which accompanied the 
tranfmifs, it was mentioned that the bill was returned with 
fome inconfiderable alteration. He then defired $hat time 
might be given for confutation, and that they would adjourn 
fill Monday. 

' Councilor Hamilton oppofed any adjournment, and hoped 
gentlemen would not depart till they had aliened their own, 
honour and privileges, by rejeding the bill. 
' Mr. Btown fpoke for noftponing, as did Mr. Swan. Mr. 
Brownlow fpoke again againft any adjournment : he defired 
this the rather to fave gentlemen from inconfiftencies, and the 
ihsme of altering their conduct and fentimcnts, which would 
be the confequence of a delay, whereas now they could not 
be condemned for voting for their country, as Ft could not be 
contrary to any inftruction, which would certainly follow 
poftponing this affair till xMonday ; Jtf 
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Mr. Berresford fpoke for the adjournment.. Mr. Bufhe a- 
gainer, it. Colonel Cunningham again for it. Mr. Ralph 
Howard for it. Mr. Kearney again againft it. Mr. Burke* 
^un. fpoke for adjourning. Mr. Fortefcue fpoke again againft 
the adjournment, and Mr. Brewn again for it. 

At length the queftion was put, " that the eommittee 
fhould report to the houfe, that they had rr^de fome progrefs, 
and defired leave to fit again." The houfe divided, and the 
£elJers reported, Ayes feventy-feven, Noes Ninety five. 

This great affair being thus gloriou fly decided, the quefKon 
was put to agree to the firft paragraph, and it was carried in 
the negative. The reft of the paragraphs were agreed to, 
and the committee broke up. 

The Speaker having refumed the chair, Mr. Prime Serje- 
ant moved, that the repect fhould be received on Friday next, 
but that was over-ruled, and the report was received directly. 
Mr. Ma lone then reported, that the committee had agreed 
with the whole bill, except the firft paragraph. The houfe a- 
greed to the refolution of the committee, and Mr. Flood mov- 
ed, that the queftion fhould be put on the total rejection of the; 
bill, which was carried in the affirmative, having only two 
negatives, viz. Sir George Macartney, and Mr. Burke, jun. 

The houfe then refolved into a committee to confider on the 
heads of a new bill, on the refolution s of the committees of 
fupplies, and of ways and means — which after going through 
the neceflary forms pafTed without apparition." 

Monday, Dec. 23. 

In a committee of the whole houfe (Mr. French in the 
chair) a further progrefs was made in the bill for granting a 
premium on the bringing corn coaftways to Dublin ; and when 
the Speaker had refumed the chair, Mr. French reported the 
progrefs, and moved for leave for the committee to fit again. 

The Houfe then proceeded in the confideration of the re- 
port of the committee appointed to enquire into the caufes, &c. 
of the outrages of the Hearts of Steel. The refolution to 
cenfure the jury at Armagh (mentioned before) had been re- 
committed, and fomewhat foftened. The pro voft was very 
ftrenuous for agreeing to the refoiution ; and Mr. ONeil 
gave the Houfe a ftriking picture of the diftrefles of the peo- 
ple, in that country from the excefFes of thefe infurgents. 
However, it was oppofed by thofe who thought verdicts 
fhould not be cenfured. Mr. Fortefcue faid he fhould fhew 
himfelf an unworthy defcendant of the great Judge Fortefcue 
In the reign of Henry VI. if he gave his aflent to any in- 
fringement pf the rights of juries, Mr. FIood ? Mr. French, 

and 
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and Mr. Holmes, were of the fame opinion. Councilor 
Maunfell anfwcrcd, that though verdicts were not properly 
cenfurable in criminal law r yet in civil caufes, every motion 
and grant for a new trial was abfolutely a cenfure on the 
former \erdi<Sh Neither party feeming willing to concede, the 
Speaker made a fre& rcfolution, importing, that " the fear 
of any hurt proceeding to jurors, in the county of Antrim, 
if* they fiioul i give their vcrdic! againft criminals, may bean 
obftruction to the bringing offenders to juftice, and thereby 
encourage them, to continue their outrages from hopes of im- 
punity. This judicious alteration, which made the alle- 
gation general, was jriven to Mr. O'Ncil, who moved to put 
that in the place of the other rcfolution, which was agreed 
to, as well as fome others, and leave given to bring in heads 
of a bill to impower grand juries in thefe cafes to have the. 
piifoners tried by a jury from another county. 

Mr. Brownlow then prefented a petition to the Houfe* 
complaining, that Judge Robinfon had laid a fine of 2od. on 
the county of Armagh, on account of the roads not being 
properly repaired. This petition was referred to the Grand 
Committee of Courts of Juftice. to meet on the fecond Friday 
after the lecefs, to examine into the fact, and how far judges, 
are authorised to fine whole counties for the ill condition of 
the roads of particular baronies or diftn&s, and report the 
fame to the Houf 

Mr. Brown moved alfo, that the proper officer do lay be- 
fore the Houfe the itate of the faid fine and the pall proceed- 
ing* thereupon. 

Twfihyy December 24. 

A committee of the whole Hou^e (Mr. French in the chair) 
went through the heads cf the corn bill, and the report is or- 
dered to be received next Tuefday. 

A melTagc from the Lords, by two Judges, brought word, 
that the Lords had agreed to the loan bill, without any a-? 
mendmcnt. 

The Lord Lieutenant being come to the Houfe of Peers t 
the Commons we;e ordered to attend him there ; and when the 
Speaker returned he reported that the Houfe had attended the 
Lord Lieutenant in the Houfe of Peers, and that his Excellen- 
cy had given the Royal afTent to the following bill. 

For granting to his Majcfty, the fcveral duties, rates, im* 
pofitions, and taxes therein particularly exprefTed, to be ap- 
plied to the payment of the intcreflof the fums therein pro- 
vided for, and towardsthe d fchargeof the faid principal fums, 
in ft'ch manner as therein directed. 

The Houfe then adjourned to Tuefday, Pcccmber 31.- 
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The following Letter was inferted in a Daily Paper ; by the 
ftile fome think it not to be the work of that admired au- 
thor, the ideas, they fay, are too vague, and the langungs 
too flat to come from the pen of Junius. The piece, how- 
ever, has merit, on which account, and to oblige fome or 
our correfpondents, we here infert it. 

JU N I U S to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights. 

Tk* following is the Letter frefented by John Wilkes, Efq\ h the 
Supporters of the Bill 0/ Rights, as the cbfervations of the 
celebrated Junius, upon the long advertisement from that 
Society. (See our number for Not ember lafi.) 

Extrafi of a Letter /<?John Wilkes, Efq-> datedScpt. 7, 1771* 

AM AN, who honeftly engages in a public caufe, muft 
prepare himfelf tor events, which will at once demand 
iiis utmoft patience, and roufe his warmeft ifldignation. 1^ 
feel myfelf, at this moment, in the very fituation I defcribe;* 
yet from the common enemy I expect nothing but hoftilitieg 
againlt the people. It is the conduct of our friends thatfur- 
prifes and afflicts me. I cannot but refent the injury done 
to the common caufe by the aflembly at the London Tavern, 
nor can I conceal from you my own particular disappoint- 
ment. They had it in their power to perform a real, effec- 
tual lervice to the nation ; and we expected from- them a 
proof, not only of their zeal, but of their judgment, 
Whereas the meafure they have adopted is fo jhamefully in- 
judicious, with regard to its declared object, that, in my 
opinion, it will, and reafonably ought, to make their ze.it 
very qucftionable with the people they mean to ferve. When 
I fee a meafure, excellent in itfelf, and not abfolutely una:- 
tainable, either not made the principal object, or extava- 
gently loaded with conditions palpably abfurd or impradl> 
cable, I cannot eafijy fatisfy myfelf, that the man who pro-' 
pofes it, is quite fincere as he pretends to be. ¥014, at lcaft, 
Mr. Wilkes, fhould have (he wu more temper and prudence, 
and a better knowledge of mankind. No perfonal refpects 4 
whatfoever (hould have pei fuaded you to concur in thefe refo- 
lutions. But my own zeal, I perceive, betrays me ; I will 
endeavour to keep a better guard upon my temper, and apply 
to your judgment in the moft cautious and meafurcd lan- 
guage. ^ '• 

J oNject, in the firft place, to the bulk, and much more to 
the it: le of your refolutions of the 23d of July ; though fome 
part or the preamble is as pointed as 1 couhi with, Juu taSfc 
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of yourfelves with too much authority and importance. By 
afluming this falfc pomp and air of confequence, you either 
give general difguft, or, what is infinitely more dangerous, 
you expofe yourfelves to be laughed at. The Englith are a 
faftidious people, and will not fubmit to be talked to in fo 
high a tone, by a fet of private gentlemen, of whom they 
know nothing, but that they call themfelves Supporters of tbt 
Bill of Rights. There are queftions, which, m good policy, 
you would never provoke the people in general to a(k them- 
felves. At the fame time, Sir, I am far from meaning td 
undervalue the inftitutfon of this fociety. On the contrary, 
I think the plan was admirable ; that it has already been of 
lignal fervice to the public, and may be of much greater ; 
and I do moil eameftty wiih, that you conitdef of* and pro* 
mote a plan for forming constitutional clubs all through the 
kingdom. A meafure of this kind would alarm government 
more, and be, of more efTential fervice to the caule, than antf 
thing that can be done relative to new-modelling the Houfe of 
Commons. You fee -then, that my objections are di reeled 
to the particular meafure, not to the general inftitution. 

In the confederation of this meafure, my ftrft objection 
goes to the declared purpofe of the refolutions, in. the terms 
and mode in which you have defcribed it, via. the extermi- 
nation of corruption. In my opinion, vou grafp at the ifrt- 
poJftbUy and lofe the really attainable. Without plaguing you 
or myfelf with a logical argument upon a fpeculative 
queftion, I willingly appeal to your own candour and judg- 
ment. Can any man in his fenfes affirm, that, as things are 
now circumftanced in this country, it is poflible to exterminate 
corruption ? Do you ferioufly think it poflible to carry through 
both houfesfuch a place- bill as you defcribe in the fifth arti- 
cle } or fuppofmg it carried, that it would not be evaded ? 
When you talk of contracts and lottery tickets, do you think 
that any human law can really prevent their being diftributed 
and accepted ? In fhort, Sir, would you, bona fide, and as a 
man of honour, give it for your expectation and opinion, 
that there is a fingle county or borough in the kingdom, that 
will form the declaration recommended to them in the refolu- 
tions, and inforce it upon the candidates ? For myfelf, I will 
tell you freely, not what I think, but what I know ; the refo- 
lutions are either totally neglected in the country, or, if 
read, are laughed at, and by people who mean as well to the 
caufe as any of us. 

With regard to the articles taken feparately, I own I am 
«pnccrned to £e that the great condition, which ought to be 

the 
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the jme qua non of parliamentary qualification, which ought 
to be the balls, as it afTuredly will be the only fupport, ?f 
every barrier raifed in defence of the conftitution, I mean a 
declaration upon oath to Jhorten the duration of parliaments , is, 
reduced to the fourth rank in the efteem of the fociety, and 
even in that place, far from being infilled on with firmnefs 
and vehemence, feems to have been particularly flighted Ja 
the expreffion, you Jball endeavour to re/lore annual parliaments. 
Are thefe the terms which men who are in earnest make ufe 
of, when the falus retpublica is at (lake I I expected. other, lan- 
guage from Mr. Wilkes. Befides my objection in point .of 
form, I difapprove highly of the meaning of the 4th article, 
as ft ftands.— Whenever the queftton (hall be ferioufly. ag*- 
tated, I will endeavour, (and if I live will afluredly attempt 
ft) to convince the Englifli nation by arguments, to my un- 
derftanding unanfwerable, that they ought to infill upon a 
triennial, and banifli the idea of an annual parliament. 

Artick 1. : The terms of the firft article would have been 
very proper a century or two ago, but they are not adapted to 
the prefent irate of the conftitution. The king does not a& 
dirgilly either in impoiing or rtdretting' grievances. We need 
not now bribe the crown to do us juftice ; and, as tp the refu- 
fal'of fupplies, we might puniih burfelves indeed, but it 
would be noway compulfory upon the king. With refpe& 
to his civil lift, he is already Independent, or might be fo, if 
he had common fenfe, or common refolution 5 and as for re* 
fuiing to vote the army or navy, I hope we (hall never be 
mad enough to try an experiment every way fo hazardous. 
But, in fact, the effort would be infinitely too great for the 
ocean* on ; all we want is an honeft reprefentative, or at leaft 
ftrch an one as will have fome refpect for the conftituent bo- 
dy. Formerly the houfe of commons were compelled to bar* 
gain with the fovereign. At prefent they may prescribe their 
own conditions. So much, in general, for grievances: aa to 
particular grievances, almoft all thofe we complain of act* 
apparently, the acts etcher of the Lords or the Commons. The 
appointment of unworthy minifters is not ftrictly a grievance^ 
(that is a legal fubjeft of complaint to the king) until thofe 
minifters are arraigned and convicted in due courfe of law* If, 
after that, the king fhould perfift in keeping them in office, 
it would be a grievance \n the ftri£t legal (enie of the word,, a 
would undoubtedly juftify rebellion according to the forms, 
as well as the fpint of the conftitution. 1 am far from con- 
demning the late addreflfes to the throne ; they ought to be in* 
ceffantly repeated. The people, by the fingular fituation of 
Pol. Reg. Vpl. X. W their 
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their affairs, are compelled to do the duty of the houfe of 
commons. 

Article 2. I object to the fecond article, becaufe I think 
that multiplying oaths is only multiplying perjury. Befides 
this, I am fatisned that, with a triennial parliament (and 
without it all other provifions are nugatory) Mr. Grenville's 
bill is, or may be made, a fufficient guard againft any grofs, 
or flagrant offences in this way. 

Article 3. The terms of the third article are too loofe and 
indefinite to make a diftinct and ferious impreflion. That the 
people are not equally and fully reprefented is unqueftionable, 
but let us take care what we attempt. We may demolifh the 
venerable fabric we intend to repair \ and where is the ftrength 
and virtue to erect a better in its ftead ? I mould not, for my 
own part, be fo much moved at the corrupt and odious prac- 
tices, by which inconfiderable men get into parliament j nor 
even at the want of a perfect representation (and certainly 
^nothing can be lefs reconcileable to the theory than, the J*cp- 
frnt practice of the conftitution) if means could be found to 
compel fuch men to do their duty (in eflfentialsat lead) when 
they are in parliament. Now, Sir, I am convinced that, if 
Aortcning the duration of parliaments (which in effect is 
keeping the reprefentative under the rod of the conftituent) 
be not made the bafis of our new parliamentary jurifprudence, 
other checks, or improvements fignify nothing. On the con- 
trary, if this be made (he foundation other meafures may 
come in aio% and, as auxiliaries, be of considerable advantage* 
Lord Chatham's project, for inftance, of increafing the num- 
ber of knights of fhires, appears to me admirable, and the 
moment we have obtained a triennial parliament, it ought 
to be tried. As to cutting away the rotten boroughs, I am 
as much offended as any man at feeing fo many of them under 
the direct influence of the crown, or at the difpofal of private 
peffons i yet I own I have both doubts and apprehenfions, 
in regard to the remedy you propofe. I (hall be charged, 
perhaps, with an unnfual want of political intrepidity, when 
I bone ft ly eonfefs to you, that I am (larded at the idea of fo 
extenfive an amputation. In the firft place, \ queftion the 
power, de jure, of the legiflature to disfranchife a number of 
boroughs upon the general ground of improving the conftitu- 
tion. There cannot be a doctrine more fatal to the liberty 
and property we are contending for, than that which con- 
founds the idea of a Jupreme and an arbitrary legiflature. I 
need not pqint out to you, the fatal purpofes to which it has 
Mn, and may he applied. If we axe, fincere in the political 
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treed we profefs, there are many things which we ought to 
affirm cannot be done by King, Lords, and Commons* 
A mong thefe 1 reckon the disfranchifing a borough with a ge- 
neral view to improvement. I con fid er it as equivalent to 
robbing the parties concerned of their freehold, of their 
birthright. I fay, that although this birthright may be for- 
feited, or the exercife of it fufpended in particular cafes, it 
cannot be taken away by a general law, for any real or pre- 
tended purpofe of improving the conftitution. I believe 
there is no power in this country to make fuch a law* Sup- 
pofing the attempt made, I am perfuaded yoa cannot mean 
that either King or Lords fhould take an active part in it. A 
bill which only touches the reprefentation of the people muft 
originate in the Houfe of Commons, in the formation and 
mode of paffing it. The exclufive right of the Commons 
muft be afierted as fcrupuloufly as in the cafe of a money 
bill. Now, Sir, I fhould be glad to know by what kind of 
reafoning it can be proved, that there is a power vefted in the 
representative to deftroy his immediate conftitucnt : from 
whence could he poflibly derive it ? A courtier, I know, will 
be ready enough to maintain the affirmative. The do&rine 
fuits him exadtly, becaufe it gives an unlimited operation to 
the influence of the crown. But we, Mr. Wilkes, muft hold 
a different language. It is no anfwer to me to fay, that the 
bill, when it panes the Houfe of Commons, is the act of the 
majority, and not of the reprefentatives of the particular bo- 
roughs concerned. If the majority can disfranchife ten bo- 
roughs, why not twenty ? Why not the whole kingdom f 
Why mould not they make their own feats in parliament, for 
life ? When the feptennial a& paiTed, the legiflature did 
what apparently and palpably they had no power to do ; but 
they did more than people in general were aware of j they 
disfranchifed the whole kingdom for four years. For argu- 
ment's fake, I will now fuppofe, that the expediency of the 
meafure, and the power of parliament, were unqueftionable. 
Still you will find an infurmountable difficulty in the exclu- 
sion. When all your inftruments of amputation are prepared 
. — when the unhappy patient lies bound at your feet, without 
the poflibility of refiftance, by what infallible rule will you 
direct the operation ? When you purpofe tocut away the rot- 
ten parts, can you tell us what parts are perfectly found ? 
Are there any certain limits, in facl or theory, to inform you 
at what point you muft flop— at what point the mortification 
ends ? To a man fo capable of obfervation and reflection as 
you are, it is unneceflary to fay ail that might be faid upon} 
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the fubje£t. Befide* that I approve highly of Lord Chat' 
ham's idea of 44 infufing a portion of new health into the 
conitituckm to enable it to bear its infirmities," (a brilliant 
expreflion, and fall of intrinfic wifdom) other reafons concur 
in perfuading me to adopt it. I have no objection to paying 
him fuch compliments as carry a condition with them, and 
either bind him firmly to the caufe, or become the bitterer! 
reproach to him if he deferts it. Of this laft I have not the 
moft diftant fufpicion. There is another man, indeed, with 
whole conduct I am not fo compleatly fatisfied. Yet^even 
he, I think, has not refolution to do any thing flagrantly im- 
pudent in the face of his country. At the fame time that I 
think it good policy to pay thofe compliments to Lord Chat- 
ham, -which in good truth he has nobly deferved, t fliouki be 
glad to mortify thofe contemptible creatures, who call them- 
lelves noblemen, whofe worthlefs importance depends entirely 
upon their influence over boroughs, and cannot be fafe))t ; di- 
mini filed, but 'by encreafing the powers of the counties at 
large* Among thefe men, I cannot but diftinguifh the meanclt 
of the human fpecres, the whole race of the Comvays. I have 
but one word to add — I would not give reprefentatives to thofe 
great trading towns, which have none at prefent. If the 
merchant and the manufacturer inuft be really represented, let 
them become freeholders by their induftry, and let the repre- 
fentation of the county be encreafed. You will find the in- 
terruption of buftnefs in thofe towns, by the triennial riots 
and cabals of election, too dear a price for the nugatory pri- 
vilege of fending members to parliament. 

The remaining articles will not require a long difcufiion 
of the 4th and 5th articles I have fpoken already. 

Article 6. The meafures recommended in the hxth are un- 
exceptionable. My only doubt is, how can an ad apparently 
done by the Houfe of Commons be fixed, by fumcicnt legal 

evidence, upon the Duke of G — n or Lord N h, 

of whofe guilt I am neverthelefs compleatly fatisfied ? As for 

Lord W i . ■ h and Lord B n, their own letters are 

a fufficient ground of impeachment. 

Article j. The feventh article is a!fo very proper and necef- 

fary. 1 he impeachment of Lord M - — d, upon his own 

paper, is indifpenfable. Yet fufFer me to guard you againft 
the feducing idea of concurring in any vote, or encouraging 
any bill, which may pretend to afcertain, while in reality it 
limits, the conftitutional power of juries. I would have 
their right, to return a general verdia in all cafes whatfoe- 
*er, confidered as a part of the conftitution, fundamental, 
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facred, and no more queitionable by the kgiflature ; than 
whether the government of the country {hall be by King, 
Lwds % and Commons. Upon this point, an enadting bill 
would be pernicious j a declaratory bill, to, fay theibeft of it, 
ufelcfe. 

Article 8. I think the eighth article would be more properly 
exptefled €hus : You Jhall grant no mwey 9 unUfs for fervices 
known to, and approved of \ by parliament. In general the Sup- 
plies are appropriated, and cannot eafily he mifapplied. The 
Houfe of Commons are indeed too ready in granting large 
funis under the head of Extraordinaries incurred and not provi- 
ded for. But the accounts lie before them }— ix is their own 
fault if they do not examine thefe. The manner in which 
the late debtupdn the Civil lift was pretended to he incurred, 
and really paid, demands a particular examination. Never 
was there a more impudent outrage offered to a patient people. 

Article 9. The ninth is indifpenfable ; but I think the 
matter of it fitter for inftru&ion, than the declaration you 
have in view. I am very apprehensive of clogging the de- 
claration, and making it too long. 

Artirfe 10 and 11. In the tentS and eleventh you are civil 
to Ireland and America; and, if you mean nothing but i>f~ 
tfentation, it may poffibly arifwer your purpofe. Your care of 
Ireland is much to be commended. But, I think, in good po- 
licy, you may as well com pleat a reformation at home, before 
you attempt to carry your improvements to fuch a diftancc. 
Clearing the fountain is the beft and fliorteft way to purify 
the ftream. As for taxing the Americans by their own re- 
prefentatives, I confefs I do not perfectly underftand you. If 
you propofe that, in the article of taxation, they fhouid here- 
after be left to the authority of their refpeclive aflemblies, I 
mull own I think you had no bufmefs to revive a qucftioa 
which (hould, and probably would, have lain dormant for 
ever. If you mean that the Americans mould be authorifed 
to fend their reprefentatives to the Bririfli parliament, I fliall 
be contented with referring you to what Mr. Burke has faid 
upon this fubjedt, and will not venture to add any thing of 
my own, for fear of difcovering an offenfive difregard of your 
opinion. Since the repeal of the ftamp a&, I know of no 
acls tending to tax the Americans, except that which creates 
die tea duty ; and even that can hardly be called internal. 
Yet it ought to be repealed, as an impolitic a&, not as an op- 
preffive one. It preferves the contention between the mother 
country and the colonies, when every thing worth contend- 
ing for is, in reality, given up. When this a& is repealed, 
i prefume you will turn your thoughts to the pottage of let- 
ters i 
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terj; a tax impofedby authority of parliament, and levied in 
the very heart of the colonies. I am not fufficiently informed 
upon the fubjeft of that excife, which you fay is fubftituted 
in North America to the laws of cuftoms, to deliver fuch an 
opinion upon it as I would abide by; Yet I can eafily 
comprehend, that admitting the neceflity of raifing a revenue 
for the fupport of government there, any other revenue laws, 
but thofe of excife, would be nugatory in fuch a country as 
America. 1 fay this with great diffidence as to the point in 
queftion, and with a pofitive proteft againft any conclufion 
from America to Great Britain. 

If thefe obfervations (ball appear to deferve the attention of 
the fociety, it is for them to confider what ufe may be made 
of them. I know how difficult and irkfome it is to tread back 
the fteps we have taken ; yet, if any part of what I have fub- 
mitted to you carries reafon and conviction with it, I hope 
that no falfe ihamc will influence our friends at the London 
Tavern. Let my opinions be fairly examined. 

JUNIUS. 

January 21. 

THIS day his majefty came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
being in his royal robes feated on the throne with the 
ufual folemnity, Sir Francis Molyneux, gentleman ulher of 
the black rod, was fent with a meflage from his Majefty to the 
Houfe of Commons, commanding their attendance in the 
Houfe of Peers : The Commons being come thither accord- 
ingly, his Majefty was plcafed to make the following moft 
gracious fpeech. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
I T gives me much fatisfadion, that nothing in the fitua- 
tion of our affairs, either foreign or domeftic, has obliged 
me to require your attendance earlier than might Jhave been, 
confident with your private convenience ; and that now you 
are met together, you will find yourfelves at liberty to give 
your whole attention to the eftablifhment of wife and uleful 
regulations of law, and to the extcnfion of our commercial 
advantages. 

The performance of the engagement of the King of Spain, 
in the reftitution of port Egmont and Falkland's liland, and 
the repeated afluranccs I have received of the pacific difpoft- 
tion of that court, as well as of other powers, promife to my 
fubje&s the continuance of peace : and we may, with the 
greater confidence, hope, that we (hall not be difturbed in 
the enjoyment of this bleffing, as there is no reafon to appre- 
hend that we fliall become involved in the troubles which ftill 
unhappily prevail in one part of Europe. 

The 
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The danger of the farther fpreading of the infectious 
fickriefs in Europe is, I truft, very much abated. But I muft 
recommend it to you, not to fuffer o.ur happinefs, in having 
been hitherto preferved from fo dreadful a calamity, to leflen 
your vigilance in the ufe of every reafonable precaution for 
ourfafety. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. 

I have ordered the eftimates for the fervice of the current 
year to be laid before you. I make no doubt but you will fee 
the propriety of maintaining a re/*peftabje eftablifhment of 
my naval forces : I am pleafed, however, to find that I ihall he 
under noneceffity of alking of you, at this time, any extraofe 
dinaryaid. ;\ , \. 

My Lords', and Gentlemen, 

The concerns of this country are fo various and extenfive, 
as to require the rhoff vigilant and active attention ; and fome 
.of them, as well from remotene£s of place, as from other 
circumftances, are fo peculiarly liable to abules, and expofed 
to danger, that the interpofition of the legiflature for their 
protection may become neceflary, If, in any fuch inftances, 
either for fupplying defects, or remedying abufes, you (hall 
find it requifite to provide any new laws, you may depend 
upon my ready concurrence in whatever may beft contribute 
to the attainment of thofe falutary ends, 

— ; 1~ 

Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, Tuefday "January 22. 

AFTER the houfe had returned from waiting on his MU- 
jefty, the fpeech became the object of dil'cuflion. Lord 
Hinchinbroke in aftudied harangue, which he had not got very 
perfectly by heart, moved for an addrefs, and faid that, how- 
ever mueh gentlemen might differ about the terms, none could 
have any objection to the firft paragraph, which exprefled 
their duty and affection to the fovereign and his royal con fort, 
and their fatisfa&ion at the increafe of their family ; that the 
wtfdom and paternal care of the king in prcferving us from the 
calamities of war, while at the fame time he had aifcrted the 
honour and juft rights of his people demanded their higheft 
acknowledgments ; that the prefent ftate of the navy was re- 
fpedtable, but that from the peculiarity of his fituation he 
could not expatiate on the fubjeel, and that he begged the 
houfe's pardon for having faid fo much. He then read the 
addrefs, and after the Speaker had done the fame, Mr. Vane 
feconded his motion faying, that the noble Lord had expreiled 
fo fully and fo juftly that little remained for him to add ; and 
that, if it was not cqftomary on thefe occafions to fay (ome- 
thing, he could content himlelf tv.rely with fecondirg the mo- 
tion, ffe then briefly recapitulated the arguments of Lord 
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Hinchingbrokc declaring that to congratulate the King on the 
different accounts mentioned by him was in fact to congratu- 
late ourfelves ; that as we were now, thro' the wifdom of his 
Majefty, at peace with alt the world, and likely to remain lb, 
they would have leifure for directing their attention to dorneC- 
tic affairs > that the malverfation of the Hail India Company's 
fervants called loudly for their inter pout ion, and that he be- 
lieved they mould have an opportunity of difplaying their le- 
giflative wifdom in adjufting thefe matters. Here he run over 
the heads of the different charges brought againft the Compa- 
ny and its fervants, but as they are well known to the public, 
we lhall fay nothing of them. After he fat down, every body 
expe&ed that fome member of the oppofition would rile'! 
But behold ! they were tongue-tied. 

mm ^ mmmmrmm ^ _ _ — — m — mm mm mmm mm ^MHM — — g| *m ™ mmm "™ mmm m ■ • «.^»»«. — . mm — — — mm mm _ — _ _ Baa ^ — 

To the Mikority in both Houses of PARLIAMENT. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

WHAT is become of that fpirit of jndependance, which 
animated you laft fefllon in defence of the national li- 
berties ? The firft day of the feffion you have fuffered to pais 
without the leaft oppofition ; as if the King s fpeech was really 
unexceptionable.--Lord North by the advice of Sandwich 
forbore to touch any difcordant ftring. Neither the affairs of 
Ireland nor the Manilla ranfom were mentioned. But was this 
-artifice a fufHcient reafon for your filencc ? On the contrary 
the ftratagem fhould have roufed you into aftion. What tho' 
Sir William Draper has betrayed the companions of his vic- 
tory ? you (hould not have followed his example. He is paid 
for his forbearance. Do you ftand in the fame predicament ? 
We cannot, upon any other fuppofition eafily account for your 
conduit. Yet let us hope the beft, and attribute the whole 
to an overfight. You cannot all have been bribed in the per- 
son of brothers like Sir William Meredith. Some honeft and 
independent men muft ftill remain among you. Why do not 
they ftand forth, and continue to open the eyes of the nation 
to us multiplied grievances ? Not a fmgle complaint has been 
yet fatisfacloriiy anfwered by the crown. The affair of the 
Middlefex election continues in its old ftate. All the remon- 
strances and petitions have been laid up as ufelefs lumber, or 
given to the maids of honour for thread- papers. If you allow 
matters to ftand on this footing, the turn of the Houfe of 
Commons will come next. The tranfition is eafy from the 
rieglecl of the people to the neglect, of their repiefrntatives, 
Indeed the latter is a neccflary confequence of the former. Be 
wife then, and check defpotifm in the bud. If you thus go 
to fleep, and fuffer it to take root, all is loft: illicit. aSiim efl x 

primus, I GRACCHUS, 
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Secure in his retreat Vejanius lies* 
Hangs up his arms, nor courts the doubtful prize % 
Wisely refolv'd to tempt his fate no more, 
Or the light croud for his difcharge implore, 

Francis' Hor; 

UPON Mr. 's acceulon to the government of 
the Leeward Iflands, I had the honor to point out to 
you his non-ability for the execution of fuch an office ; upoti 
his embarkation for Europe in confequence of a leave of ab- 
fence from theadmini(tration,I^flerted to you he never would re« 
afTume the reins of government, whatever protections he might 
have made, or however he might have endeavoured to throw duft 
in the poor deluded people's eyes ; both thefe auertions you 
have feen verified ; but it needed not the fpirit of prophecy, 
or one rifen from the dead, to fupport fa£ts which were noto- 
rious to every man of difcernment and common underftand* 
ing ; I hope therefore you will acquit me from having in 
the leaft endeavoured to miflead yqu or the public at large, in 
10 T refpedk 
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refpe& to this gentleman's character. Thefe letters (which 
have no fmall lhare in the removal of Mr. — — from an office 
which nature never meant him for) have ever flood upon fhe 
firm and invincible pillars of truth ; I aim at no rhetorical 
Hourifhes, I do not mean to captivate the paflions of mankind, 
my weapons are, and ever (hall be plain truth, dictated by 
common honeft which needs no flowers of fpeech. As I 
think I have proved Mr. — to have been an unfit man to 
hold the reins of government, and to be his Majefty's re- 
prefcntative in a diftant part of his dominions ; I do now 

Hand forth and am bold enough to fay his fucceflbr — 

— - is if poflible a ftill more unfit man, I do not attack 

him as I have ever done Mr. — — *— — for the want of parts, 
I never will arrogate to myfelf or derogate from the juft me- 
rits of any man, 3 s understanding we will 

then lay afide, as 1 dc moil chearfully allow him to be a 
man of fenfe ; but his pride, vanity and hereditary notions of 
defpotifm, are fuch, that from the knowledge I have of the 
people whom he goes to govern, I am convinced his reign 
will be to the full as unpopular and temporary as his prede- 
ceflbr's of immortal memory was * Mr. — - — *s firft appear- 
ance in England (for he is by birth a Weft-Indian) was jufl 
upon the eve of the late general election ; by wading through 
a fea of corruption and diftreffing his eftate (no very large 

one) he procured himfelf to be returned for 1 — ; foon 

after the meeting of the prefent p 1, Mr. rendered 

himfelf very confpicuous and courtly, by appearing not quite 
fatisfied that Mr. Wilkes had only loft his feat for Middlefex, 
he was alfo for bringing in a bill of pains and penalties to 
expel him the kingdom ; this opened the eyes of the minifter 
and he judged him a proper implement or tool to be ufed or 
laid afide at his will and pleafure j accordingly we find him 
in the fucceeding feffion the perfon pitched upon to move the 
addrefe and echo back the minrfter's fpeech ; and as he had 
taken a determination not to do his mafter's work by halves, 
he was pleafed in his motion to call the miniftry a fet of fpot- 
lefs gentlemen. I know, Mr.. Editor, you will fmile at the 
idea of fpotlefs being joined to the names of Grafton and 
Rigby ; but as I told you before, fair truth (hail ever guide 
my goofe-quill : for this laft fpeech Mr. ■ was 
complimented with the government of the Leeward 
IOands, his fhoulder decorated with a blufhing ribband 
of the military order of the Bath, to the diflike of many 
of our ancient families, who thought they had a fairer 
claim to it than an upftart Weft-Indian of yefterday $ thus 
you fee how nobly he was rewarded for his dirty work j it has 

of 
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of late become the fa&ion for every afpiring Weft. Indian 

to endeavour at getting into p t, and when there, they 

all run at fame goal, they are as mad for the government of 
the I^eeward Iflands as Sancho was for that of Barataria 
when he attended the fortunes of the Don ; this the miniftry 
have had addref3 enough to find out, fo that every Weft-In- 
dian comes into p 1 with a clog about his leg ; Mr. 

— had no fooner left Portfmouth than his office, in 

cafe of vacancy, was promifed to Mr. , no 

fooner makes his courtly bow at St. James' than this dear 

place is promifed to one of the prefent members for — i 

, a man of obfeure birth and ftill more obfeure con- 

ne&ions, but as he was juft called to parliament and having 
been fufpected to be a Wilkite it was neceflary to divert him 
with this promife as you would a child with a rattle and bells. 
The Romans feldom or never fent a native to the govern- 
ment of a colony, this policy was worthy of that noble peo- 
ple, the reafons which operate again ft fuch an appointment are 
obvious; I do believe Mr. — — might have fucceeded 
better, though not altogether, had he not been a native of 
Chriftopher's ; upon his arrival the people had immediately a 
retrofpe&ive eye to his anceftry, which they traced to about 
two generations back, and there found him originating from 
an illiterate Negroe driver ; I do not mention this as con- 
veying any abufe to Mr. , it is well known, and I am 

fure he has candour enough not to deny it ; the people brought 
their ideas then nearer ftill to him and in the perfon of his 
father found a poor miferable illiterate old man dying for want 
in the midft of a good eftate ; thefe reflections occafioned the 
multitude to exclaim, * Shall this man govern us ? we are 
at leaft his equals, if not his fuperiors;' and it was thefe re- 
flections that firft occafioned him to be treated with contempt, 
which Montefqureu fays, when a king or governor has 
brought upon himfelf he has every thing to fear; to fup- 
port my argument of it's being impolitic to fend a native to 
govern a colony, I will now proceed to examine what prof- 

pect — — — — can have of a peaceable adminiftra- 

tion; in the male line he fprings from the fame family with 

Mr. , fo that if you go back two generations you 

come to his origin, his father Mr. — — — was always 

efteemed a proud, arbitrary, infolent man, curfed with a de- 
ferred unpopularity and which he even carried to execration 
by his having at the very time of his being Chief Juftice of 
the courts of King's Bench and Common Pleas, inceftuoufly 
married the fiftcr of hi* fecond wife ; and I am fure thepeo- 

T 2 pie 
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pic will vi(it the fins of the father upon the prefent governor 
and to the third and fourth generation ; in regard to Mr. 

who now looks forward to the promifed land ; 
he alfo is a Weft-Indian; but of fo vulgar and mean an ex- 
traction that it is not worth the trouble of enquiring who or 
what he is ; let it fuffice to fay the Weft-Indians know him 
and his origin well, that he lived in open fornication in St. 
Chriftopher's, and in as open adultery in England, naving 
married the daughter of a gentleman in H — — S— of 
confiderable fortune and made her compleatly miferable. I 
am well aware that it will be faid by my readers, That the 
author of thefe letters is fome jealous dffcontcnted man who 
would be glad to get the government for himfelf ; to obviate 
this objection to my candour, know Mr. Editor, that I am 
by birth a Weft-Indian, and that any application of mine for, 
or appointment to this office, would immediately fly in the face 
of my general argument, viz. that a native of a colony would be 
fent to govern in the place of his nativity ; thefe letters have not 
not proceeded from a fcurrilous difpoiition to abufe or cxpofe 
any man, but from a natural love which I bear the Weft-Indi- 
ans and the Weft-India iflands, and from a powerful defire [ 
have to fee internal peace take place in the once happy ifland 
of St. Chriftopher's ; which never will be the cafe until an 
European is deputed by his Majefty ; let him be Englifli, 
Scotch, or Irifh, let him be but poflefled of the arts of go- 
vernment, let him but conceal the meannefs of his anceftry, 
I will join in throwing a (hade over the juvenile part of his 
life. This will fecure him from contempt. He will find a 
generous noble people and I (hall from the very bottom of my 
heart wi(h him fuccefs. 

Hill Street, Fe bruary 1 1 . X. 



Seafonable Reflections on Mr. Sawbridge's Motion, 
again/1 the holding of long Parliaments. 

THERE is nothing the people of England in general 
have always (hewn" fo great a diflikc to as the holding of 
long parliaments. This diflike may be faid to be truly inhe- 
rent to their notions of liberty, and juftly founded on reafon 
and experience. Long parliaments in former reigns have 
proved the unhappy caufe of great calamities to this nation, 
and have at all times been declared, an innovation upon our 
conftitutiori. In the 4th of Edward III. an act pafTcd for 
holding them once a year, or oftener, if there (hould be oc- 
, cafion. In the 36th year of the fame reign, that ftatute was 

ccn- 



Digitized by Google 



( HI ) 

firmed. In that parliament Magna Charta and Charta de Fo- 
refta were confirmed, and feveral new privileges granted to 
the fubjecl. Then comes the claufe relating to parliaments, 
which fufficiently (hews the intention and original inftitution 
of them, was for the redrefs of grievances : for the bill enacts, 
" That for the maintenance of the faid articles and ftatutes 
(that is the privileges beforementioned,) and for redrefs of 
divers mifchiefs and grievances which daily happen, a new 
parliament (hall be held once every year." 

In the early days when this prudent care was taken for the 
frequent meeting of parliaments, the crown was pofleffed of 
revenues, which made applications to the people for money, 
unlefs on extraordinary emergencies, unneceffary. It there- 
fore plainly appears, u That redrefs of grievances, making 
falutary laws for the good of the community, and preferv- 
ing the liberties of the people, by fupporting a due balance 
between the power of the crown and the rights of the fubje£t, 
were the main ends of calling parliaments." The power of 
calling them being the undoubted prerogative of the crown, 
it became neceflary, for the fafety of the fubje&, to oblige 
the crown to call them frequently. A caution of this kind 
is no longer neceflary, nor can it ever be, fo long as we pre- 
serve to ourfelves the power of granting money ; the crown 
revenues being funk, or wantonly granted away, the annual 
call for a fupply muft neceflarily produce an annual meeting 
of parliament. But the grievance now complained of, is of 
a very different nature. It is not founded on difcontinuance 
of parliaments, but on a too long and dangerous continuance 
of one and the fame parliament ; a practice unheard of in for- 
mer times, when prorogations were not known : for when 
a parliament was annually called for the redrefs of grievances, 
as foon as the bufinefs cf the feflion was over it was'diflblved, 
and a new one called the next year for the fame purpofe ; by 
which means the country had a proper check upon their re- 
presentatives, and thofe who had appeared to be too much 
under the influence of the crown, thofe who were too much 
attached to the minifter, had lefs opportunity of injuring 
their country ; the. people had it more frequently in their 
power to (hew a proper refentment, and remedy the evil, by 
fending others the next year in their places. 

Thus parliaments were generally annua], but never con- 
tinued longer than tivee years, till the remarkable reign of 
Henry VII i. he was a prince of unruly appetites, and -of an 
arbitrary wiil. He was impatient of every restraint ; the lav/3 
of God and man fell equally a facrince, as they nocd in the 

way 
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way of his avarice, or difappointed his ambition. He there- 
fore introduced long parliaments, becaufe he very well knew, 
that they would become the proper inftruments of both ; and 
what a flavifh obedience they paid to all his meafures is fuf- 
ficiently known. 

If we come to the reign of King Charles L we muft ac- 
knowledge him to be a prince of a contrary temper ; he had 
certainly an innate Jove for religion and virtue, and of confe- 
quence for the liberty of his country. But here lay the misfor- 
tune.— He was led from his natural difpofition by fycophants 
and flatterers. They advifed him to neglecl the calling of fre- 
quent new parliaments, and therefore by not taking the con- 
ilant fenfe of his people in what he did, he was worked up 
into fo high a notion of prerogative, that the commons, in 
order to reftrain it, obtained that independent fatal power, 
which at laft unhappily brought him to his moil tragical end, 
and at the fame time fub verted the whole conftitutien. This 
lefion, it is to be hoped, will be learned from it fome time or 
pther, never to compliment the crown with any new or ex- 
travagant powers, nor deny the people thofe rights, which by 
ancient ufage they are entitled to j but to referve the juft ana 
equal balance, from which they will both derive mutual fe- 
curity, and which, if duly obferved, will render our con- 
futation the envy and admiration of all the world. 

King Charles II. naturally took a furfeit to parliaments 
from what had happened to his father, and was therefore ex- 
tremely defirous to lay them afide. But this was a fcheme 
impra&able. However, in fome meafure he did fo; for he 
obtained a parliament, which, by its long duration, like an 
army of veterans, becaufe fo exactly difciplined to his own 
meafures, that they knew no other command but from that 
perfon who gave them their pay. This was a fafe and inge- 
nious way of enflaving a nation. — It was very well known, 
that arbitrary power, if it was open and avowed, would ne- 
ver prevail here. The people were therefore amufed with 
the fpecious form of their ancient conftitution ; it exifted, 
indeed, in their fancy ; but like a mere phantom, had no 
fubftance nor reality in it ; for the power, the authority, the 
dignity of parliaments were wholly loft. — This was that re- 
markable parliament, which fo juftly obtained the opprobrious 
name of the c penfioned parliament and was the model from 
which fome later parliaments have been exadly copied. 

At the time of the Revolution, the people made a fre(h 
claim of their ancient privileges; and as they had fo lately 
experienced the misfortune of long and fervile parliaments, 

it 
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it was then declared, 'That they fhould be held frequently/ 
But, it feems, their full meaning was not underftood by 
this declaration 5 and therefore, as in every new fct demerit, 
the intention of all parties fhould be fpecihcally manifefted, 
the parliament never ceafed ftruggling with the crown, till 
the triennial law was obtained. 

Some have lince alledged in the view of favouring fepten- 
nial parliaments, that the triennial bill was introduced by 
the enemies to the Revolution, 'Tis true, it was not in- 
troduced by the courtiers at that time : We feldorn fee fuch 
bills, introduced by fuch gentlemen ; but does not every one 
know, that it was my lord Somers who was the chief pro* 
moter of that bill, ana thatmoftof thofe who fupported him 
in it, were gentlemen who had been deeply concerned in bring- 
ing about the revolution ? The courtiers, indeed, oppofed it, 
and even King William himielf, by the advice of fome wic- 
ked minifters, refufed to pafs it the firft time it was offered ; 
but when it came back again to him, he was better advifed ; 
f and if he had not pa fled it, he had not done what he ought 
to do, he had not done all he came to do, nor that which, 
when he came, he promifed to do, which was to reftore the 
people to the full enjoyment of all their rights and privi- 
leges. 

The foundation for enacting the feptennial bill, appears, 
it is (aid, from the preamble to it, " That triennal parlia- 
ments have proved more grievous, burthcnfome, and ex pen - 
five, than they were ever known before that law parted." 

Let us confider the caufe. It is the lengthening of the 

term that occaftons the expcnce; and the multiplicity of pla- 
ces enjoyed by the members, may be likewife juftly aligned 
as another caufe. Would not a man give more for an an- 
nuity of three years, than for a grant determinable at the 
end of one ; and by the fame parity of reafoning, mufl not 
feptennial parliaments prove more grievous, burthcnfome, and 
expenfive than triennial, at leaft in fuch a degree, as an an- 
nuity for feven years dcferves a better confideration than one 
for three. 

There is another reafon, upon which the feptennial act- 
was grounded, and this was a ftifpicion, that defigns were 
carrying on to renew the rebellion, and an invafion from 
abroad. This was undoubtedly the only juftiflable pretence 
for enacting it into a law ; and it might poflibly have induc- 
ed fome gentlemen of very great honour and integrity, to 
give their votes for the bill at that juncture, for thofe who 
voted for it from that view, could never intend it (hould be 
1 . made 
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made perpetual, or that it (hould continue longer than that 

misfortune fubfifted* People, in their fears, have very 

often recourfe to defperate expedients, which, if not cancel- 
led in feafon, will themfelves prove fatal to that conftitution, 

which they were meant to fecure. Such is the nature of 

the feptennial law ; it was intended only as a prefervative 
againft a temporary inconvenience ; the inconvenience is re- 
moved, but the rnifchievous effects ftill continue ; for it not 
only altered the conftitution of parliaments, but extended 
that fame parliament beyond its natural duration ; and there- 
fore carries this moft: unjuft implication with it, « That you 
may at any time ufurp the moft indubitable, the'moft eflential 
privilege of the people, I mean that of chufing their own 
reprefentatives. A precedent of fuch a dangerous confe- 
rence, of fo fatal a tendency, that it muft be a reproach to 
our ftatute book, if that law was any longer to fubftft, which 
might record it to pofterity. 

Far from remaining degenerate, let there be at length a 
feafon of virtue and public fpirit among us, and let us take 
advantage of it, to repeal thofe laws which infringe on our 
liberties, and introduce fuch as may reftore the vigour of our 
antient conftitution. 

Human nature is fo very corrupt, that all obligations lofe 
their force, unlefs they are frequently renewed. Long parli- 
aments become therefore independent of the people, and 
when they do, there always happens a moft dangerous depen- 
dence elfewhere. If the people had more frequent opportu- 
nities of varying the choice of their reprefentatives, they 
might difmifs fuch as have unfaithfully withdrawn their at- 
tention from them. 

The influencing powers of the crown are daily increaiing, 
and it is highly requifite that parliaments (hould be fre- 
quently refponfible to their conftituents, and (hould be kept 
under the con ft an: awe of acting contrary to their interefts. 
Modern hiftory, I believe, will inform us, that foine very 
dangerous attempts have been made on our liberties. 

The provifion made againft fuch whofe places vacate their 
feats in parliaments hangs on fuch (lender things, that it is 
nothing better than a mere cob-web, whilft at the fame time 
there is no guarding againft penlioners, place-holders, jobbers, 
contractors, and the like, of the more fecret kind j neither 
can the people have other remedy to rid the nation of them 
but a new election, and that frequently practifed. 

A farther mifchief of long parliaments is, that a minifter 
has time and opportunities of getting acquaintance with mem- 
bers, 
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bers, of tampering with them, and of praflifing his feveral 
arts to win them into his fc hemes. This cannot be fo com- 
mod-oufly effected in a Parliament of fhort duration ; it muft 
be a work of time: for corruption is of fo bafe a nature, that 
at flrft fight it is extremely fliocking. Hardly any one has 
fubmitted to it ail at once. His difpofition muft be previoufly 
underftood ; the particular bait muft be found out with which 
he is to be allured, and after all, it is not without many 
flruggles that he furrenders his virtue. Indeed, there are 
force, who all at once plunge themfelves over head and ears 
into any bafe a£tion, but the generality of mankind are of a 
more cautious nature, and will proceed only by leifurely de- 
crees. One or two perhaps have deferted their colours the 
hrft campaign* fome have done it a fecond ; but a great ma- 
ny, who have not that eager difpofition to vice, will wait 
till a third. 

For this reafon, fhort parliaments have been lefs corrupt 
than long onesr they ate obferved, like Irreams of water* 
always to collect more impurities according to the diftance 
they run from the fountain head. Add to this, that frequent 
new parliaments will be the only proper remedy againit the 
evil of bribery at election*. This evil could not arife from 
country gentlemen, the means for whofe election is natural 
and plaufible without it. It muft therefore be the invention 
of wicked and corrupt minifters, who have, from time to 
time, led weak princes into fuch deftructive meafures, that 
they did not dare to rely upon the natural reprefentation of 
the people. Hence, long parliaments have been deemed 
worth purchafing at any rate, and confequently they flrft in- 
troduced bribery. Country gentlemen, who have only their 
private fortunes to rely upon, and have no mercenary ends to 
ferve, are unable to bear up againft the torrent, efpecially if 
at any time the public treafure (hall be unfaithfully fquan- 
dered away for the purpofes of corruption. Country gen- 
tlemen, indeed, may make fome weak efforts, but as they 
generally prove unfuccefsful, and the time of a frefh ftrug- 
gle is at fo great a diftance, they at laft grow faint in the 
difpute, give up their country for loft, and retire in defpair. 

Be f pair naturally produces indolence, and that is the 
proper difpofition for llavery. Minifters of ftate underftand 
this very well, and are therefore unwilling to awake the na- 
tion out of its lethargy, by frequent elections. They know 
that the fpirit of liberty, like every other virtue of the mind, 
is to be kept alive by conftant acTion, and that it is impoffible 
to enflave this nation, while it is perpetually upon its guard. 
JO . U If 
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If then country gentlemen, by having 'frequent opportuni- 
ties of exerting themfclves in frequent elections, were kept 
warm and active in fuch laudable contentions for the public 
good, it would raife that zeal and indignation, which at 
length muft get the better of thofe undue influences, by 
which the officers of the crown have been able to fupplant 
country gentlemen of great characters and fortune. This is 
the real (ore that has been long eating into the moft vital part 
of our conftitution, and which nothing but fhort parliaments 
can probe to the bottom. Otherwife, a minifter muft con- 
ftantly entertain a corrupt familiarity with our borroughs ; 
and he need only fend down his treafury-mandates to pro* 
cure a fpurious reprefentative of the people, the offspring of 
his corruption, who will at all times be ready to reconcile 
and juftify the moft contradictory meafures of his admuiiftra- 
tion % and even to vote every crude indigefted dream of his 
bewildered fancy into a law. 

It may now appear evident, that the increafe of bribery 
and corruption is as natural a confequence of (eptennial par- 
liaments, as any one thing can be conceived to be the con* 
fequence of another. There is no way for effectually pre- 
venting corruption, bat by putting it out of the power of 
any man to corrupt. There is no corrupting any man Cut 
by coming up to his price \ therefore, the only way of put- 
ting it out of the power of any man to corrupt, is to put 
it out of the power of any man to come up to the price of 
any number of electors ; and this can only be done by mak- 
ing our elections frequent : The more frequent the better, 
It is certain, a gentleman, who enjoys a good place or pen- 
fion rr.r feven years, is more able to give a high price than 
if he had enjoyed that place or pennon but for one year, or 
even for three ; and he will more willingly give a high price, 
when he is thereby to purchafe the continuance of that pen- 
fion or place for feven years, than when he is to purchafe it 
only for one or for three years. This is fo evident, that it 
cannot bear being controverted. 

The power of the crown is very juftly apprehended to be 
growing to a too great, if not monftrous fize, and it is 
highly necelTary that fome method (hould be propofed for 
retraining it within its proper bounds. Whilft then our 
difcafe is of fo complicated a nature, every well-wiiher to 
his country muft think that Mr. Sawbridge's motion is wife* 
Jy calculated to remove the rlrft and principal diforder, by 
giving the people their ancient right of frequent new elec- 
tion! 
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tions, which will reftore the decayed authority of parliaments, 
and will put our conftitution into a natural condition of 
working out her own cure. 

On the Deftruelive Confequences of Avarice^ to the well-being of 

Society, 

Jvarus ipfe miferia caufa efl fua. Publ. Syri fententia. 

AVARICE may he confidered in two different points 
of view, either as it coincides with the character of 
Cataline in Saluft, alieni appetens y fui profufus ; * coveting the 
property of others, and lavifh of his own or confined to 
the endlefs defire of accumulating wealth. The latter notion 
is peculiar to what is commonly denominated avarice, and 
in a more extenfive fenfe may be properly defined " Apaffion 
of the mind wholly intent upon the means of acquiring more 
and more, and fcarce ever embezzling, through fear of 

want, any part of what is acquired." The depraved and 

unaccountable defire of mankind, efpecially in the light of 
an illicit acquifition or detention, has been always accom- 
panied by the deteftation of God and man. Holy writ fur- 
nifhes us with a multiplicity of exemplary punifhments in- 
Aided on delinquents in this refpedt : and the precepts of 
moral i ft s, the invectives and ridicule of fatire, have been 
employed in expofing to fuch a degree the vice, that fcarce 
any thing new remains to be faid on the fubjeel, unlefs it 
be from its extravagances and oddities, of which frequent 
inftances occur in moft parts of the world. 

Avarice, under the influence of prodigality, laviflies con- 
tinually what is acquired, and continually thirds after more. 
Jis it influences different ways the different degrees and fla- 
ttens of life, it will admit of being viewed according to the 
diverfity of the deformed faces it prefents. Thefe are ob- 
vious to any attentive perfon, and the mifchiefs occafioned 
by them to fociety, are fo much the more dangerous, as of- 
ten conducted by occult methods ; or if glaring, far from 
being fometimes cenfured, they are extolled and dignified 
by the fpecious titles of honour and generofity in the mouths 
of a crowd of depending admirers and fycophants. In ge- 
neral, this fort of avarice is very dangerous in a (late, be- 
caufe it feconds admirably well the fchemes of ambition, 
which fordid avarice, by being contracted within, and cir- 
cumfcribed by the fphere of timid notions, (cannot, nor 
even dares to attempt. Certain it is, that the (ame heart, 
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pablc of admitting both ; but in fad it is not able to culti- 
vate them : For, where the love of hoarding wealth preponde- 
rates, it may be judged that no great matter need be appre- 
hended from ambition, this inordinate love of wealth being 
a conftant check upon it. Avarice, however, is perhaps the 
fame p«(Hon with ambition, and is only placed in more ig- 
noble and daftardly minds, by which the objed is changed, 
from power to money ; or it may be, that one man purfue* 
power in order to wealth, and another wealth in order to 
power } which laft, is the fafer way, though longer about, 
and by foiling with- eve'ry period as well as condition of life, 



But it feems that a vice which keeps fo firm a hold upon 
human r.ature, and governs it with fo unlimited a difpotifm, 
fince it cannot be intirely eradicated, ought at leaft to be re- 
trained to the particular objects of thrift and penury, of 
private fraud and extortion, and by being never fuffered to 
prey upon the public, ought univerfally to be rejected as 
the moft unqualifying circumftance for any employment, 
where bribery and corruption can poffibly enter, fcicero, 
with good reafon in his fecond book of offices, fays, that 
«« no vice appears with a more deformed afpect than avarice, 
efpecially in thofe who are entrufted with the adminiftration 
of the commonwealth ; for to make a gain of the common- 
wealth, is not only bafe, but even wicked and abominable.'* 
Few, now at the helm of affairs, or in lower ftations, arc 
found to think and ad with the integrity of this pagan. 
They feem for the generality to acknowledge, that two 
things only are deferving of the ftudy of a wife and pru- 
dent man, the care of getting, and that of hoarding. To 
them honour is but a bubble, and the fond chimera of young 
fools. Nature has worked up in their hearts the genuine 
principle of intereft, which they have been ftrenuous in im- 
proving by application, and fortifying by experience. Ava- 
rice has requited their, pains with 1 fignal advantages, though 
at the fame time they can ftoop to the meaneft profits. They 
difcover a hundred different ways of getting, which they 
gladly repute fo many different rewards of their induftry. 
They always prefer the profitable before the boneft, prefum- 
irrg, that to adhere to the profitable, is to follow the inten- 
tion of nature, which by a facrcd inftinct infpires them to 
refer all to themfelves. So long as they have money in their 
coffers, they are certain, that friends and humble fervants 
will never be wanting to them. One thing is of lingular 
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life to them, which they are always careful to practife, and 
this is, to promife eternally after the manner of courtiers, and 
very rarely to perform, being confcious to themfelves that it 
is the nature of man to endeavour to deferve what he hopes 
for, while he is fcarce fatisfied with a donation, deeming it ei- 
ther com pen fat ion for his pains, or an effect of his induftry. 
They* fometimes affect to appear difinterefted out of a fecret 
deftgn of intereft j they fometimes alfo. find it convenient to 
fignalize themfelves by public actions of afeeming generofity, 
though in the main it is all but artifice. Undoubtedly they 
hereby think to deface the remembrance of what is pan : the 
noife of fo fine an action mufl oblige the world to continue in 
the good opinion of their generofity, whilft they on their fide 
can pride themfelves in enjoying the fawning adulation of fup- 
ple flaves, together with the approbation of ill judges. 

The world, 'tis true, may be deceived for a time by fuch 
an impofing outfide, and fome may queftion the reality of the 
portrait, prefuming that fuch an illuftrious mifer could never 
exift in nature ; but what will it be when the deceit is unveil- 
ed ? If not before death, will the infamy be obliterated be- 
yond the grave ? no:— it will fpread and be difFufed ; and all, 
not defiled by the contagion after an exact reflection upon 
life, will acknowledge, that but two things can make and keep 
it happy : <% To moderate defires, and make a good ufe of 
the gifts of fortune." 

Grcatnefs of foul cannot be confident with the fordid bafe- 
nefs of avarice ; for what can be more unjuft, than to heap up 
that which affords the conveniencies of life, and to make 
no ufe of it, or turn it to an ill ufe by making it fubfervieirt 
to private intereft, and the inftrument of foul corruption ? 
Again, What can be more unjuft than to rob the public by 
a continued theft? — But ftate-thievcs and ftate^robbers arc 
honourable by profeflion their perfons are facred 3 no human 
calamities muft afflict them ; whilft thofe, who take away 
with violence in order to difperfe with profufion, are highly 
culpable and ignominious, though in fact more excufable, 
their prodigality being, as it were, a kind of public reftitution. 

To give feafonably and to refufe with reafon, would be more 
to the benefit of the indigent, and more to the advantage of 
the poffeffor of wealth. There is no merit in being able to 
over-reach orcircumventyour brother in his dependanceon you. 
Every day may bring the covetous man riches, but does not 
every day retrench hfs ufe of" them ? His wealth increafes, 
and his fenfes which fhould enjoy it, decay. What is he 
the better for all thefe foreign advantages ? What benefits 
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does he reap from his genius of interefl ? He fpends his life 
amidft heaps of fuperfluous pelf, while covetoufnefs will not 
allow him the difpofal, and nature deprives him of the enjoy- 
ment*. His condition is furely wretched, both as to himfelf 
and others, becaufe it muft perfecute him with inquietudes at 
home, and envy aboad. 

Upon the whole, moral ifts feem unanimoufly to agree in 
opinion, that avarice is the great, the firft and moft general 
paffions of mankind, the paffion that attracts and wins hearts, 
or rather the potent vice that conquers the world. It is ava- 
rice that foments and give6 perpetual growth to all the mad 
affairs that are agitated among mankind, and there is not one 
vicious pleafure in nature, but it may be faid to be its moving 
fpring, its incentive, and ftrongeft ingredient. 



ANECDOTE. 

THE petition againft fubferibing to the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles, puts me in mind of the late Mr. Whifton, who* 
though a man of fenfe and learning, a prolific writer, and a 
good mathematician, was fo weak as to entertain the thought 
of having it in his power to reform the eftablifhed church. 
This madnefs, as I may fo call it, was of lingular prejudice 
to him. He facrificed all his livings in the church and emo- 
luments in the univerfity to the chimerical project of re-efta- 
blilhing the primitive Chriftianity, by endeavouring to intro- 
duce the apoftolical constitutions on the fame footing they 
were in the two firft ages in the chriftian aera. Befides ftriv- 
ing to improve on the Arian herefy, he was exceeding fond 
of explaining the prophecies of the Old and New Teftament. 
He hazarded the foretelling the precife time of the beginning 
of the milennium, when there was to be a community of 
goods, and the Jews were to be converted. After carefully 
calculating this period, he had the misfortune to furvive his 
prediction. He revifed his calculations, corrected his error, 
and again furvived them. At length, after a new courfe of 
ftudv, he fixed the time for the year 1766, which he was fure 
he fliould not fee. On this occafion the following anecdote is 
related of him. — He was for felling a fmall eftate, and for 
that purpofe made application to a perfon, who was not igno- 
rant how bigotted he was to his prediction. He afked thirty years 
purchafe, at which the others affected the grcateft aftonifh- 
ment. Whifton wanting to know the reafon of his furprize, 
as he had afked no more than what was ufual : 44 I do not 
wonder at others making fuch a demand, anfwered he, for 

they 
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they know not better; but you, Mr. Whifton, you know 
before the half of that term is expired, all people will live in 
common, and each man's property will not be worth fix- 
pence,"— Whifton after a few minutes paufe, embraced tho 
purchafer, and made over to him the eftatc for what he chofc 
to give for it. 



Political Hypothefis, concerning a Cafe, which* though it has 
not yet kappenedy may pojfibly happen. 

LET us fuppofe a man abandoned to all notions of real vir- 
tue or honour; of no great, or of noble family; of a mean* 
or of opulent fortune ; adopted in quality of a prince's favou- 
rite by the arts of fervile adulation, or raifed to be the chief 
minifter of ftate, by the concurrence of many whimfical e- 
vents ; afraid or unwilling to truft any but creatures of his 
own making, and mod ofthem equally abandoned to all no- 
tions of integrity or honour ; ignorant or regard lefs of the 
true intereft of his country, and ftudying nothing but the 
means Of enriching and aggrandizing himfelf, his aftbeiates, 
and partisans ; in foreign arlatrs, trufting none but fuch whofc 
education makes it impoflible for them to have fuch know- 
ledge or fuch qualifications, as can either be of fervice to 
their country, or give any weight or credit to their negocia- 
tions. Let us fuppofe tne true intereft of the nation, by 
fuch means, neglected, (lighted, or mtfunderftood, her ho* 
nour and credit loft, or expofed to humiliations and indigni- 
ties, her trade infulted, and her feamen unjuftly detained, by 
foreigners, in prifon; and all thefe things overlooked, only 
for fear his favouritifm or adininiftration.fhould be endan- 
gered. Suppofe him, next, pofTefTcd of great wealth, accu- 
mulated by unifier arts, and for the moft part the plunder of 
the nation, with a council or fenate, the majority of hit 
own chufing, and moft of their votes purchafed at the ex- 
pence of the public treafure : In fuch a council, or fenate, 
let us fuppofe attempts made to inquire into bis conduct, or to 
relieve the nation from the diftrefe he has brought upon it j 
and when lights proper for attaining thofe ends are called for, 
not perhaps for the information of (he particular perfons who 
call for them, but becaufe nothing can be done in a legal way, 
till thefe things be in a proper way laid before the fenate ; fup- 
pofe thefe lights refufe, thefe reafonable requefts rep&ed by a 
corrupt majority of bis creatures, whom he retains in daily 
pay, or engages in his particular intereft, by granting them 
fhofe pony and places, which ought never to be given to ?n V 
4 but 
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but for the good of the public : upon this fcandsjous victory, 
let us fuppofe this favourite, or this chief minifter pluming 
himfclf in defiances, becaufe he finds he has got a fenate at 
his devotion, ready to acquit him at all adventures: Let us 
farther fuppofe him arrived tothat degree of infoience and ar- 
rogance! as to domineer over all the men of ancient families, 
£ll the men of feafe, figure, or fbrttme in the nation ; and 
as he has no virtue of his own, ridiculing it in others, and en- 
deavouring to deftroy or corrupt it in all. 

With fuch a favourite or minifter, and fuch a fenate, let 
us fuppofe a prince upon the throne, either for want of tree 
information, or for fome other reafon, ignorant and unac- 
quainted with the inclinations and the intereft of his people, 
weak, and hurried away by the fuggeftiona of arbitrary power 
and inlatiable avarice.— This cafe has never yet happened to 
this nation ; but as it is poflible it may, could there he a 
greater curfe happen, than fuch a prince on the throne, ad- 
vifed, and folely advifed by fuch a favourite or minifter, and 
his creatures, and that favourite or minifter, fupported by fueh 
a fenate. 



ANECDOTE. 

TH E difference that arofe between Queen Mary of Eng- 
land and the Princefs of Denmark, lafted till the death of 
the former. During this time all the ladies of the court, and 
the principal lords were forbid to pay their refpadts to the 
princefs. She was deprived of her guards, and every opportuni- 
ty was taken to mortify her in the moft fignal manner. When 
the Queen died, King William perceived it would be inde- 
cent for him to remain longer at variance with the prefum* 
tive heir of the crown, and accordingly himfclf made the ftrft 
advances for a reconciliation, which were accepted. Imme- 
diately after the whole court appeared very a&duous in their 
devoirs to her. Lord Caernarvon, who had never difconti* 
nued his refpe&ful vifits to the princefs, whofe appartment 
had been fo long defcrtcd, obferving it one evening full of 
company, faid to her quite loud in prefence of the afiem* 
bly. " I hope your jtoyal Highnefs will remember, that 
1 have often had the honour to be here alone with you," 
Thefe words fprcad confufion and blulbes on every face 
prefent. 
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Chanufter of Titus Vefpafian, the Eleventh Rman Emperor 
and Cafary propofed as a Model to all Primes* 

rpiTUS. VESPASIAN was endued with all the quali- 
J, tics, which could he defired in a Prince deftined for a 
throne: generofity, mildnefs, affability, 'and a popular way 
of behaviour, which, without descending from his dignity in- 
fpired confidence ; and made him, at the fame time, beloved 
and refpected. Eloquence, poetry, and the philofophy then 
in vogue, confiding chiefly of an acquaintance with the mo- 
ral obligations of lite, were the occupations of his youth. His- 
torians highly commend many poems, which hecompofed in 
Greek and Latin. He underftood the military art extremely 
well; and though he was active, vigilant, rob u ft, and coura- 
geous he had nothing of that hard-heartednefs or ferocity, to 
often contracted by continually feeing blood- ihed. He made 
his firft campaigns in Germany, and accompanied his father, 
in quality of his lieutenant, in the war again ft the Jews. Vef- 
pafian having been elected Emperor, Titus was , employed to 
continue his war, which he ended by the deftrudion of Jeru^ 
falem. On his return to Rome, lie triumphed with his father, 
who admitted him into the principal functions of government, 
and declared him by his will fole heir of the empire. 

Titus being informed that the Romans murmured at his 
attachment to Berenice, the daughter of the great Agrippa, 
he fent her away from Rome, notwithftanding their mutual 
affection. He then gave his whole attention to the making 
of his people happy. He wasliberal, acceffible, and held it 
for a maxim, that no perfon ought to go away fad from the 
pretence of his prince; and one night recollecting that he had 
done nothing that day in the way of beneficence, he faid to 
thofc at table with him, " My friends, I have loft this day !" 
He was not rigorous againjft any but informers, whom he pu- 
nched with feverity, to fecure the repofe of families* . The 
feveral misfortunes which afflicted Italy during his reign, 
made his tender neCs, and his attention to comfort his people 
to (bine forth more confpicuoufly. The eruption of Mount 
Vefuvius ruined a great part of Campania, a fire at Rome 
] ailed three days and three nights ; and this accident was fol- 
lowed by the moft dreadful plague that Rome had ever felt. 
Titus had recourfe to all remedies, divine and human, and 
afforded the people all the relief he was able. He enjoyed 
that fatisfaction which accompanies the conftant practice of 
virtue. He fell ill in the country of the Sabine?, where he 
died after a reign of little more than two years, in the 43d 
It) X of 
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ofhis age/and Sift of Jefus Chrift. He wa$ bitterly lamented 
by firangers, as well as the Romans, Who gave him the title 
q( " Deliciae humani generis," * the delight of mankind,* 
and confecratcd temples, and offered facrifices to his me- 
mory. , 

He u fed to fay, " That it was a great error to think that 
it is enough for princes to have a fuperficial tincture of learn- 
ing j for being cftablilhed by God for the government of 
their people, they are obliged to learn perfectly every 1 thing 
that is neceiTary for that end, that they may be capable of 
judging of things by their own knowledge, and not depend 
on the information of others; that it is better to be altoge- 
ther ignorant, than half learned, becaufe ignorance makes 
one diftruft himfelf, and take counfel of others , whereas an 
imperfect and fuperficial knowledge fills a man with vain 
prefumption, which is the* caufe, that imagining that he 
knows what he is ignorant of, he is perpetually foiling into 
miftakes." 

He ufed alfb to fay, u That men in elevated ftations of 
life, ought to hazard their pofleflions, their fortune, their 
places, and whatever was deareft to them, rather than be 
guilty or participate of the leaft injuftice; rather than omit 
the leaft part of their duty; rather than be filent when they 
are obliged to fpeak, rather than fpeak, when they are oblig- 
ed to be filent i rather than a&, when they are obliged not 
to a&, and rather than not to a&, when there is an obliga* 
tion to a£ » 

I i r - i - - 

Som/mfonabli Rejkaiom on State Penfioners, and the LtgaB) 

of the Iri(h Penfions. 
IF we look back to what is recorded in thehiftory of Eng- 
1 land towards the latter part of the reign of king Charles 
II. we fhall find that the houfe of Commons being fenfibte 
how narrowly this nation had efcaped being ruined by 
a fort of monftcrs called penfioners, which fat in the 
long Parliament, had entered into a confideration how 
to prevent the like from coming into future parliaments j 
and in order thereto refolved, that they would feverely chaf- 
life fome of thofe that had been guilty, and make the beft 
laws they could to prevent the like for the future : And For 
that purpofe a committee was appointed, of which Mr. Serr 
jeant Gregory, afterwards judge Gregory, was chairman ; 
by which many papers relating to that affair carnc into his 
hands. 



We 



Digitized by Google 



( »S5 f 

We cannot date from hence the aera of political corrup- 
tion f , we find ftrong fy mptoms of it fo far back as the reign 
of Richard II. when the mode of packing parliaments was 
introduced. , Who lhould think, that foon after the revolu- 
tion, when a line was drawn between the prerogatives of the 
kirjg^ and the liberties of the people, when our conftitytion 
feemed to gave acquired full confidence, vigour and liabili- 
ty, that the very men, who laboured to perfecl this glorious 
work, could procure the nation to be delivered over to plun- 
der to them } And who (bould think, that a Walpble could 
imagine that a family adopted to fupport that conftitution, 
wanted, for their own fupport on the thrbne,Jto pack and de- 
bauch a parliament by plages, penfions, and all the fervile 
arts of venality apd corruption ! The bare-faced practice is 
now arrived to a pitch, jn the higheft degree equally fhame- 
ful and deteftabjej and it is fo pernicious in its confequences 
to the well-being of the Aate, that it ought never to be pal- 
liated, much lefs forgotten, or the profecution of it deferred. 

It has been often faid, that England can never be deftroy- 
cd hut by itfelf. To have placemen and penfioners in par- 
Jiament, was the moft likely way that ever was yet invent- 
ed. Some of our great lawyers, when this matter was de- 
feated towards the clofe of king Charles lid's long parliament^ 
were qf opinion that it wis treafon, and they gave many 
learned arguments to make it out. Whether fo or not, 
may now be unneceffary for difculTion, but it may be thought 
that the legiflators of the nation for taking bribes, and fo un- 
dermining the laws and government of this nation, ought to 
be chmtilcd as traitors. , 

It has been commonly obferved of all penfioners and place- 
men in parliament, that they vote of a fide as directed bjr 
Tome great officer, and as exactly as if their bufinefs in the 
houfe had been to preferve their peniions and offices, and not to 
make laws for the good of them that fent them there. How fuch 
perfons can any way be ufeful for the fupport of government, 
by prefcrving a fair undcrftanding between the king and hh) 
people, but on the contrary how dangerous to bring in arbi- 
trary power, is left to every man's judgment. So far are 
tfiey from being the true reprefentatives of the people, that 
they are a diftincl middle intereft between the king and the 
people; and their chjef bufinefs is to ferve the end of fome 
piinifler, whether occult or oftenfible, though never fo oppo- 
dte to the true intereft of the nation. Reproaches and in- 
vectives againft a condudt of this kind, ou^ht never to faHj 
and it is the intereft of the nation it (hould be profecuted 
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from parliament to parliament, as if there was an Impeach* 
rnent againft all penfipners and placemen in parliament, till 
at lengtn tbe houfe fhould come to a refolution, as it was re* 
folved under king Charles II, u That no member of this houfe 
(hall accept of any office or place of profit from the crown, 
without the leave of this houfe, nor any promife of any fuch 
fice or place of profit, during fuch time as he lhall continue 
a member of this houfe." 1 < « ■ 

Thcfe reflections naturally lead us to confider what was 
lately agitated in the Irifh parliament on the fubjeft of pen- 
jions, by a refolution of not providing for that- of Jeremiah 
Dyfon, Efq; Mr. M'Aulay, one of his MajefiVs counfel at 
law for the kingdom of Ireland, has ftated the matter of Irifli 
fcnfions, by an inquiry into their legality, printed in 1763. 
Having acquainted us, that a very confidcrable part of that 
heavy load of penfions had been impofed in April and May 
of the year 1763, and that an unlimitted power of granting 
penfions on that eftablifbment to the full amount of the Irilh 
hereditary revenue, was claimed by miniftcrs on behalf of 
the crown, he thereupon remarks, that if this claim be 
jutt, Ireland's exiftencc, as a country of liberty and proper- 
ty, mult be at an end. That this claim is not juft, he thus 
ihews ; 

The amount, fays he, of the civil penfions on the Irifh 
ejtabluhment continued much the fame, without any confi- 
derable variation, for about twenty years before 1756, but 
w as in fix years after almoft doubled. The clear income of 
the hereditary revenue of Ireland, at a medium of three 
years ending at Lady-day 1 761, amounted to 411,515]. 
per annum. The danger to Ireland, from an unlimitted 
power in the crown over this revenue, is obvious. In the 
infancy of Irifh trade, it amounted to fo much, and may 
amount to double, perhaps treble that fum, if Ireland lives 
to maturity. How far then a power to applv fo large a fund 
in penfions calculated for extending minmerial influence, 
might, in its confequences, aff ect Great Britain ; let Britons 
judge. 

The revenue of the crown is two-fold, a public reve- 
nue, limited to public ufes, therefore unalienable; and a 
private revenue, not limited to any ufes ; but alienable or 
applicable as the crown thinks fit. In the latter, the crown has 
a private property ; the fameabfolute unlimited property,' that 
a private perfon has in his eft ate ; but in the former the 
crown is a truftee for the public, and therefore has no right 
to difpofe of it, to any other than public ufes. The old opi- 
nion of fome fpcculative trisn, thai the crown is a truftee for 
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fbe public, of all its property, is long exploded, nor ever fa&i 
it any folid foundation. A truftee has a limited property^ 
he cannot alien; and muftdifpofeof the profits, according 
to tfefe purpofes of the truft i but the right of the crown to 
alien what it had by the common law (its ancient demefrie^ 
lands-, -ferfeitures for treafon and felony, Btc.) was ndvcf 
drfputed in a court of juftice. true, many grants of 

this kind have been fet afide by A£b of parliament, as 'being 
improperly obtained ; but the making of thefe a£b clearly 
fhewsy that the grants were valid in law, otherwlfe thefe 
would have been 1 nj occafion for A6ts of parliament to an- 
mil-them. " ' ' 

- Here, it may be proper' to bbferve, that applying to any 
private ufe^ in the way' of penfion or otherwise, any part of 
the' profits or income of a revenue,' is, for fo much, an ali- 
enation. If' the crown hasa right to grant, out of any re- 
venue, a penfion to continue for a fingle year, or determina* 
ble at pleafure, it has a right to grant the fame penfion iif 
perpetuity j-if the^revenue be perpetual, and if it has a right 
to grant out' of any revenue the rmalleft penfion in perpetuity^ 
it has a right to grant pensions in perpetuity to the full amount 
of the revenue, and an equal right to fell the inheritance of 
the revenue, all at once, and apply the purchafe- money to 
any private ufes# 

> It is not pretended, that the crown has any other than a 
public unalienable property in the Irifh temporary duties j; 
nor, indeed, can there be any pretence for a claim of pri- 
vate property therein j it appearing by exprefs words in th$ 
preambles of fuch of thefe temporary grants as are not ap- 
propriated to particular ufes, that they are all intended for 
iupport of government. It therefore moft evidently appears* 
that not only the Irifh temporary duties, but alfo the Irifh 
quit- rents and crown* rents, and the Irifh hereditary duties 
which arc granted by aft of parliament, are all, the public, 
unalienable revenue of the crown, limited to public ufes. 

There are but three branches of the Irifh revenue, prifage 
on wines, light-houfe duties, and the cafual revenue, the 
crown is to be confidered as intitled to l>y common law, 
andconfequently as having a private property therein: But 
it<doe*hotr appear that the clear income of thefe three branches, 
has ever amounted, in aoy one year, to 15,060 1. If fo, the 
private revenue of the crown in Ireland, the only revenue 
in ks mature chargeable with penfions, has never amounted to 
15,000 \* in 'any one Vcar,J fince the Irifh quit and crown- 
f<nt« were ^added to the public revenue, 
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The matter then ftands thus.— —The revenue of the 
crown in Ireland, which can legally be charged with pen- 
fions, does not amount to 15,000!. per annum, probably 
liot to fevcni and the penfions on that eftablifbment (exclufive 
of the French penfions, the military penfions, the penfions 
to widows of military officers, and the penfions granted un- 
der the difguifc of falaries annexed to ufelefs offices, a mini- 
fterial ftratagem of the moft dangerous tendency) amounted 
1064,127!. per annum, at Lady-day 1761, and fince they 
have been increafed. 

Thefe fa#s, fays Mr. M'Aulay, are indifputable^ and 
indeed, the reafoning feems grounded On eftablifhed princi- 
ples of law and common fenfe, and the confequence is ob- 
vious ; — not a fingle penfion on the Irifh eftablifhment war- 
ranted by law.— »A11 clearly illegal. It is true the crown has 
an undoubted right to charge its private revenue witr^ pen* 
fions of any kind, for any term, or in perpetuity, to the 
full amount of this revenue ; but it is equally true, that the 
grant of any penfion not chargeable in law on the^pu^lic 
revenue, and yet charged in fact on the revenue at )arge» 
(comprehending as well the public as the private revenue of 
the crown) is clearly againft law. The crown is deceived 
in the grant, and therefore not bound by it. 

Augmenting falaries annexed to public offices, whethe/ ci- 
vil or military, in proportion as money falls in value, has, 
at different periods of time, become requifite for the better 
fupport and maintenance of government, and the defence 
and prefervation of the kingdom. A reafonable increafc of 
falaries annexed to offices of real public ufe, is, in reality, 
part of the public charges and expences ; but it cannot be 
laid that a penfion of any kind is to be confidered in this, 
light, whether granted as a generous reward for pail fcrvices 
done to the public, or from any other motive. 

The fenfe of the legiflature of Ireland upon the point, 
clearly appears in the hearth-money act. Though this re- 
venue, by the preamble of the act, is to be applied to public 
ufes, * the public charges and expences j' yet the claufe 
therein, annulling penfions, contains no exception in fa- 
vour of penfions granted as rewards for public fervices. This 
clearly ftews, that the legiflature did not confider fuch pen- 
fions as any part of the public charges $ if they did, the act 
would be inconfiftent of itfelf. 

We have alfo the fenfe of the Englifh legiflature to the 
fame effect. The act of the 11th and 12th William III. 
after converting the private property of the crown, in tbe 
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Irlfh quit arid crown-rents, into public property For pujbljc 
ufesj adds a claufe, aunulling all penfions without except 
tion, charged or to be charged thereon. Hence nothing caa 
more evidently fliew, that penfions of all kinds were intend- 
ed by both legi flat u res to be excluded from the ufes, to which 
the public revenue of Ireland ftands limited. They wifely 
forciaw how any exceptions in favour of penfions grounded 
on public merit might be abufed by fervants of the crown, 

• • ft j ,r ii .. .... 4 . n 

and milleaders of the people. 

This may iuffice to obviate an objection, much relied on ; 
€€ That expending a competent part of the public revenue 
in penfions, from a principle of charity or generofity, adds< 
to the dignity of the crown, and is therefore ufeful to th^ 
public!*' — Perhaps the granting of penfions may dignify, 
the crown, in the eftimation of fome people 5 but be that 
as it may, thi foregoing obfervations upon the IrUh hearth- 
money aft and the Englim act of nth and 12th Williami 
III. clearly (hew, that charging the public revenue of Ire- 
land with penfions, is contrary to the intention of both le- 
giflaturcs ; that is, in other words, contrary to law. 

Here, It is obfervable, that a certain modern fpecies of 
Irifli penfions ftands condemned by this objection. If the 
granting of penfions be ufefui for maintaining the dignity 
of the crown ; penfions granted for lives or years, whether 
in pofieflion or reverfion, tend to lefTen the dignity of the 
crown m fucceeding reigns, and are therefore injurious to 
the ro^al fucceiTors, to the nation of Ireland, and to every 
nation in the Britifli dominions. Some new kind of fophit 
trv muft invented, to frame a plaufible apology for the 
advifers of fuch penfions, being in fa£t obtained to ferve 
the corrupt purpofes of ambitious men, and to debauch his 
majefty's fubje&s of both kingdoms, that men of Ireland may 
betray their own country, and men of England, both. 

Sucft is the fubftance of what fome years fince Counfellor 
M'Aulky delivered to the public, and which indeed is not 
inapplicable to the prefertt becafion, as nothing can be fitter 
for the deliberation of a national council, than to take into 
confidetation how to puntfh thofe, who have proved the peft 
of, and almoft ruined the nation $ and how to prevent the 
like mifchief for the future. The name of a penfioner i» 
very (fiftafteful to every Englifh fpirit ? it includes the idea 
of every thing bafe and mean in it, and argues a breach of 
truft, xnan Which nothing can be more infamous. Rob- 
bery and ftealing our law punifhes with death, and what 
arc ihey deferving of, ftho beggar and take away all that 
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the nation has, under the pretence of difpofing of the peo* 
pWs money for the honour and good of the king and his do- 
minions ? And if nothing more than this was to be faid, they 
deferve without doubt a high cenfure. 

Bcficjcs giving away vaft Aims, without any colour or rea- 
fonable pretence; there is this great mifchief likely to enfue. 
Every man very well knows that granting pennons puts a 
king of England into an extraordinary way of expence; and 
therefore when be has not great fupplics, it muft of neceflity 
bring him into great want and need; ana may not only give 
him an ill opinion of all parliaments, that do not lupply him 
extravagantly, but perhaps put him upon thinking of ways to 
get money that othcrwife would never have entered into his 
thoughts ; fo that whatever ill may happen of this fort, pen- 
fioners and fuperfluous placemen are anfwerable for it. 

In another point of view, penfioners and placemen lay us 
open to all our enemies: whatever bold invader may attempt to 
come among us, need not defpair of fuccefs ; for they have 
taken from us the fmews of war, that is, money and courage* 
When our money is all gone, when the nation's treafure is 
exhaufted, and when the people are poor and diftrefled by a 
load of vexatious taxes, their fpirits muft of courfe be low ; 
fb that wc may be left without a defence ; and whom muft we 
thank for bringing us into this defpicable condition, but thofe 

feu tie men, who notwithftanding have the face to (ryle them- 
lives the King's friends, and to treat all thofe who oppofe 
their malverfations and deftru&ive practices, as factious and 
fedttious. 

In the time of Henry VIII. about the 20th year of his reign, 
when the parliament was active againft pluralities and non~ 
rcfidence, an a& was pafled to releafe to the king all fuch 
fums of money as he had borrowed at the loan, in the 15th 
year of his reign. This is faid to have been much oppolcd^ 
but the reafon given why it pafled is, becaufe the houfc was 
moftly compofed of the king's fervants, which gave great dis- 
turbance to the nation : and this perhaps is the only cafe that 
comes near to our prefent fet of placemen and penfioners ; yet 
we cannot find that they, or any parliament before them took 
money to vote ; fo that we muft conclude there were never 
any penfioners in parliament till the reign of Charles II. and 
from thence downwards, in accelerated ratio of the defcent of 
. heavy bodies, to the prefent time. 

What then muft be done ? muft they efcape? muft they 
go unmolefted with their booty ? They have given up the 
government, they have perverted the ends of parliaments; 
4 -Free 
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Free and unbjafled parliaments have bocniand arc the great re- 
fujje of the nation, the only remedy which cures all its dif- 
eates, and heals all its fores - 9 but thefemen have made parlia- 
ments a fnare to tfce nation,, and at beft have brought them 
to be an engine to money ; if therefore they go away unpu- 
ni&ed, what they have done, we muft be laid to have counte- 
nanced and to have penfioncrs in every parliament while .we 
fubmit as a nation. Would it not be advifeable to deal with 
them* as was oropofed againft the peniioned parliament of 
CharlesIL i ; 

" Tbrat every man of them (hall on their knees confefs 
their fault to all the commons ; and that to be done at the 
bar of the houfe one by one. , . . 

" That as far as they are able, they refufed all the money 
they have received for fecret ferviccs. Gur law will not al- 
low a thief to keep what he has got by ftealth, but of courfe 
criers rcftitution.. And, 

" That they be voted incapable of ferving in parliament 
for the future, or of enjoying any office civil or military; for 
it is not fit that they who are fo falfe and unjuft to their 
truft, fhould ever be trufted again, that fo a fufficient mark 
of infamy being fet on them, the people may know who 
bought and fold them." 



The Jbfterdity> Impolicy, and Inutility of reducing the Taxes on 

Soap, Candles, (zc. 

To Lord NORTH., 

la virtue eft la feule ncblejfe. Lord North's Motto. 

' • My Lord, \ 

IT is an opinion which at prefent prevails almoft univer- 
fally, that you really pra&ife what you profefff. What 
has for ages been thought an utter impoftibility with minifters, 
is admitted in your lord (hi p. A true fen fe of virtue, and a 
4ue attention to politicks, were ideas fo con trailed, as to be 
thought as oppoiite as the poles. And indeed, my Lord, to 
this notion, ftrange and abfurd as it was, the conduct of ftatcf- 
men has given no fmail fupport. Time, which places all 
thing! In a true point of light, has (hewn that virtue, and the 
true i ntereft of the ftate are not, as they have been long thought, 
incompatible : And we are happy to find the ftrongeft proof 
pf ji in Lord North's adminiftrat ion * for which period the 
vniQn of private Worth and real ?atriotifm fcems to have been 
referved. 

io X But, 
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But, my Lord, although men of fcnfcand candour fee and 
admire the virtues of the man t and the fagacity of theminifter 
in general, yet there are particular points in which they do 
riot intirely coincide with your LordJhip in opinion, and I 
beg leave to fuggi-ft, with the utmoft refpect, in what they" dif- 
fer, to your LordQitp's con fide ration. 

\Ve are told (and the benevolence of your difpofition in- 
Hines us to credit it) that yourLordfhip has been inceflantly 
employed to i educe the taxes which moft immediately affect 
the labourer, and to find an equivalent for ourp6fes of the 
ilate. My Lord, an humane man would wiffi to relieve the 
poof, and a politick man would rejoice to promote the manu- 
factures and trade of his country, by leflening the price of la- 
bour. But, my Lord, although I will not cede to any man 
with regard to the tender fenfations of humanity, nor refign 
the palm to the moft zealous alienor of my country's intereft, 
,yet I cannot fubferibe to the opinion of thofe who arc for the 
reduction of taxes on Soap, Candles, &c. 

Jvlethinks I fee your Lord (hip in a pofture of aftonifhmerit 
at the aflertion ; and fo you well may, becaufe the laws of 
humanity and policy feem to dare me in the face— I fay tney 
ftem to militate again ft my aflertion, but upon a little reflection 
I apprehend they will be found to fubferibe heartily to my 
doctrine. I hope the drift of this letter will not be miftaken. 
I give you credit for the goodnefs of your heart, without 
any invidious defign to rob you of the merit of any humane 
action. Popularity is pleafing, and may be defirable ;* but it 
Ihould be that fort of popularity which arifes from the con- 
viction of men of fenfe and virtue, and not from the unthink- 
ing voice of the multitude, who, having no foundation in 
knowledge, judge, talk, and act at random, (hifting about 
like the vibrations of a weather-cock. Defigning men will 
court the noife of the unthinking rabble, to gratify their 
own purpofes at the expence of their country \ like the in- 
cendiary, who fets his neighbour's houfe on fire, in hopes 
of profiting by the confuhon. But minifters of real abili- 
ties and probity, will wifh only for the approbation of the 
fenfible and candid part of the community. For although it 
may not be politick to appear odious to any fet of men, yet 
jt would be culpable, and perhaps a criminality againft the 
ftate, to gratify their urireafonabie paffions at the expence of 
one's understanding. 

The diforder of the body politick, like the difeafeofthc 
body corporate, is often uu mal tmaglnatre that requires more 
the comic powers of a Molicre, than the art of the Faculty, 

+ Our 
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Our minifters had the acutcnefs to fee it in this light, and the 
fagacity to heal the great fource of grievance* rather ludi* 
croutyy than ferioufly, whereby they have, in my opinion, 
{hewn great judgment and great virtue, - For although there 
will always be found jn the beft policed ftates, as well as 4ft 
the beft regulated focieties, things which are grievous to lome 
men's difpofitions and views, yet, my Lord, H was my teal 
opinion from the beginning, from the very birth of thefe 
noify complaints, that the Qppofiuon formed upon that fandy 
foundation, againft the miniftry, was like* fire of Jhm» % 
which, however troublefome the fmoke might be for a while, 
jrould loon extinguifli itfelf. And this is really and happily 
the cafe at prefent, on which I congratulate the true friends 
of this nation. 

As this fortunate event has been accelerated by your Lord- 
fliip's wifdom, you may with modefty claim great merit 5 yet 
it feemsyourLordfliipis not fatisfied with this reward, but 
feeks a further gratification in the applaufcsand admiration of 
every clafs of men. 

It is faid Lord North aims at popularity, by reducing cer- 
tain taxes. The defign may be benevolent, but I apprehend 
the execution will not be politic or even juft. The nVft ob- 
ject of government, according to that well known maxim, is 
faiuspopuli. Private con fide rat ions mu ft cede to thofe of the 
(late. Upon this principle I am bold enough to affirm, that 
taxes which are already impofed and difpoied of, Chould not 
be parted with, whillt they are wanted, and that they muft be 
wanted, and greatly wanted too, by a government fo much in 
debt, requires no extraordinary capacity to demonftrate. I 
do not therefore know of an idea more abfurd, or more extra- 
vagant, than to reduce our taxes whilA our debts are accumu- 
lating j this i$ like a bankrupt's deftroying his effects to dif- 
charge the demands of his creditors. The reduction of taxes 
whim they are much wanted, may make Lord North popu- 
lar, but will be a poor compliment to the wifdom of his admini- 
ftration. All minifters would be popular were they to make 
fuch facrifices : in proportion as they were railed by fuch me- 
thods in the opinion of the vulgar, they would fink in that of 
the judicious ; who know that thefecurity and credit of the 
(hue muft be the firft things provided for, though never fo in- 
Cpnvenicnt to individuals. The ftate would be prejudiced by 
this mcafure, and the fubje& not benefited. For as neceffity 
is. the mother of invention, fo when things are dear, it keeps 
the human mind a£tive, and is a fpur to jnduftry. Whereas 
an injudicious indulgence would have a contrary effect. I 
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fpeak in general, arid in that fenfc, I believe men of experience 
.and candor will allow my doctrine jo be iuft. 
% , Whatever may be faid of the price of Soap and Candles, i% 
js pretty evident, from the number and fuccefs of publicans^ 
that thofe who go under the denomination of labourers, have 
jn general more beef and more letfure tnan is neceflary to pro- 
mote induftry, and to provide for the real fupport of their fa- 
milies. As this is undeniably the cafe, may we not, without 
breach of charity, fuppofe that the cheapnefs of Candles and 
Soap Will be fiich an indulgence, as will only tend to encreafe 
their pots of beer, and hours of leifure, to the great injury of 
them fe Ives, and the detriment of fociety ? Iiet it, however, 
be fuppofed for the fake of argument, that I am mi Oaken 
about the beer and leifure, and that the labourer would wifh 
to turn the cheapnefs of Candles and Soap to his advantage; : 

J ret is this to be done ? In proportion as the neccflaries of 
lie are cheap, will not the mailer regulate the prices of labour 
ib that the advantage would be pocketed by the wealthy, and 
not by the poorartifan, which 1 am fure is contrary to your 
Lordfhip's humane defign. In {hort, the rich employer, and 
the undeferving publican, would run away with the whole of 
this reduction ; and therefore, fince the reduction would do a 
great duTervice to a neccflitous (late, and perhaps as much 
diflervice, upon the whole, to thofc very people for whofe im- 
mediate welfare it was defigned ; I hope the greafy fubject of 
Soap and Candles will be laid alide, to make room for confi- 
de rations that more immediately and more efTentially concern 
us as a trading country. 

The juftly admired Colbert was more ftudious to render 
his country flourijhing than to reduce taxes. He was (enfible ^ 
that the latter were in a great meafure occafioned by inatten^ 
*ion to the former, and that, like caufe and effect taxes de^ 
pended, and muft neceflarily be regulated by the true ftate of 
the public finances, and not by the humanity and will of the 
miniftcr. That fingle caufe will be productive of evefy 
Wifhed-for effect. Inrich the individual by natural jncdLO% x 
and he will chearfully and abundantly contribute to the ne- 
"cemties of the ftate. The evil does not lie in the tax, but in 
the inability to pay it. When men are wealthy the burthen 
feems light; it is their poverty, which makes it heavy. No 
matter what thetax Wwhen the fubjects can afford to bear it. 
Befides, wheiVthe nation flourifhes, taxes will become pror 
portionably unneccflary, becaufe the natural and larger con- 
tributions of trade and commerce^ by encrcafing our financt*. 
1 • \ - \ 1 ■ • • " » +* * wi j| 
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will Efficiently provide for the debts and other expences of 

government, . „ 

We may therefore reafonably hope that Lord North, after 
the example of the ill uftrious Colbert, will attend to the caufe 
more than to the little effects, and be more attentive to the 
condition of our manufactures and commerce than to the re- 
duction of taxes, which cannot, either with prudence orfafcty 
be parted with « the opinio, of . , 



GRENADA, Dicmbir 7* i V". * 



ON Tuefday laft the Honourable the Council met pilf 
fuant to a fummons of his Excellency, who prtfented 
to the Board his MajenVs mandamus appointing Charles Ni- 
cholas de ChanteiouJ), E<q; anew-adopted Romari Catholic 
fubje£r, to be a member of the fame, whert all the members 
prefent-unanimoufly oripofed his admiffion, attd rfetired on that 
gentleman's being called to be fworn in : in con fequence of 
which, his Excellency has been pleafed to fufpend them, as 

appears by the following copy of the fufpenfton. 

> ... .•••••«•». 

JZy his Exceilej|cy William Leyborne Leyborne, Ef- 
quire, Captain General and Governor in Chief,* in and 
qver his Mejefty's Southern Caribbee-Iflands of Grena- 
da, the Grenadines, St. Vincent, and Tobago, Chancel- 
lor, Ordinary, and Vice-Admiral of the fame* &c. &c 



w 



HE RE AS CHAajtEs .Nicholas db Chantilouf, 
Efquire, did prefent to me a mandamus undo/ his Ma- 
Jetty's fign manual, appointing him one of the members of 
fiit- Majefry's council of the i Hands of Grenada .and the Gre r 
nadincs : And whereas, at a meeting of the member's/of his Ma<- 
jeftyV faid council for the faid inlands of Grenada and the 
Grenadines, held in the Council-Chamber in the town of 
St. George, ott the third day Of this inftant Depember, I did 
dire£l the faitf mandamus to be read, and in purfuance there- 
of, bfderea the Provoft-Marflial to call in the faidCharles Ni r 
cholas de Chanteloup (who was attending for that purpofe) 
to be fworrr in a member of the faid council i'Jni wkr*i% 
The Honourable Patrick Maxwell,. John Melvill,. John dfc 
ftothieti, Robert Maclellan^ and Ifrael Wilkes,, Efquire*, 
being all the members of his .M.ajeily's council then prefent 
in the iflantf of Grenada, did objvel to, and refufe,, jto ivrear 

in* 
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in, the faid Charles Nicholas de Chanteloup, a member of 
bis Majefty's council, in difobedience of his Majefty's faid 
mandamus, and wilfully abfented themfelves from the coun- 
cil (notwithftanding they were admoniflied by me, that the 
conference of fuch difobedience would be their fufpenfion 
from being counfellors) for which. faid difobedience, refufal, 
and abfence, I have fufpended the faid Patrick Maxwell, 
John Melvill, John de Ponthieu, Robert Maclellan, and If- 
rael Wilkes, Efquires, and each and every of them ; and I do 
hereby* fufpend them the faid Patric Maxwell, John Melvill, 
John de Ponthieu, Robert Maclellan and Ifrael Wilkes, Ef- 
quires, and each and every of them, from fitting in and be- 
ing of his Majefty's council, and they the faid Patrick Max- 
well, John Melville, John de Ponthieu, Robert Maclellan and 
Jfrael Wilkes, Efquires, andeach and every of them, are, and 
is, hereby fufpended accordingly, from being members of his 
Majefty's faid council. 

GIVEN under my hand this 3d day of December, in 

the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 

feventy-one, 1 

WILLIAM L. LEYBORNE. 
# In all former fufpen/ions, thefe words were added " d\i* 
jipg the King's pleafurc j" this therefore is a new and abitrau 
ry itile. 



The late Mtmhers of the Council give the following Reafons for 

their condu£l y which they defer e its to puhlijb : 
itetf^TT 7E think that the many a&s of parliament which 
W reftrain the crown from employing in places 
of truft and power, all perfons what foe ver who profefs the 
Roman Catholic Religion, are not to be difpenfed with by 
any prerogative of the king ; and that the inability ail fuch 
perfons are atprefent in, by law, of holding offices, is not any 
otherwife to be removed, but by an a<& of parliament of 
Great-Britain. 

Having thus dated in our opinions, what are the laws of 
Great Britain, on this head, we are forry to be obliged, on 
this occafion, to affert our i ndi fpu table right to the poiTeilion 
of every law and liberty of our mother country, that is not in- 
.confident with the due fubordination of a colony to the pa* 
rent date, for the general good of the whole ; neither do wc 
at this time unneceflarily claim thefe our rights, but are com* 
pel led thereto; becaufe, to our great aftonifliment, we find 
them denied, and many of the meafures adopted here are jufti- 
fied on contrary principles ) fuch as the king's power over us, 
by right of conned, and by his prerogative. The bounds 
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fflTVwhich, as afcertained by law in England and in other co- 
lonics of America, we are told, do not extend to us the inW- 
bitants of Grenada. Our reafon for eftceming ourfelves in 
the full pofleffion of every Englifh privilege and liberty as 
our native birth-right, and as confirmed to us by particula* 
laws, are the following : 

Becaufe, Every king of England, at his coronation, fwears, 
to govern the people of the kingdom of England and the do* 
minions thereto belonging, according to the ftatutes in par- 
liament agreed on, and the laws and cuftoms of the fame, 
Now, if we are included in the words of this oath, the domi- 
nions thereto belonging', thefe our liberties have been furthes 
confirmed to us, by our gracious King, with every fanction 
and folemnity of law, that can give (lability and authority to 
any action of government, by his inftructions and orders to 
our governors, by his royal proclamation and by his letters pa- 
tent under the Great- Seal. In the proclamation then, for 
improving and better regulating the countries and iflands 
ceded to the crown of Great Britain, by the treaty of Paris ; 
it is faid, fpeaking of Grenada and our other acq ui fit ions in 
the late war : " AND whereas it will greatly contribute to 
the fpeedy fettling our new governments that our loving fub- 
jefts fhould be informed of our paternal care for the fecurity 
of the liberties and properties of thofe, who are, and ihall 
become inhabitants thereof : ,we have thought fit to publtfh 
and declare, by this our proclamation, that, we have in the 
letters patent under our great- feal of Great Britain, by which, 
the faid governments are conftituted, given exprefs power and 
•direction to our governors of our faid colonies, relpectively j 
that fo foon as the ftate and circumftances of our faid colonies 
will admit thereof, they ihall, with the advice and confent Of 
the members of our council, fummon and call general afiem- 
blies within the faid governments, refpectively, in fuch man- . 
mer and form as is ufed and directed in tho(e colonies and 
provinces in America, which are under our immediate go- 
vernment : and we have alio given power to our faid gover- 
nors, with the confent of our faid councils and the reprefen- 
tatives of the people, foto be fummoned as aforefiiid^to make, 
conftitute, and ordain laws, and ftatutes, ordinances, for the 
public peace, welfare, and good government of our faid colo- 
nies, and of the people and inhabitants thereof, as near as 
may be agreeable to the laws of England ; and under fuch 
regulations and reflections as are ufed in other colonies. 
And in the mean time, and until fuch aflemblies can be cal- 
led as aforefaid j all perfons inhabiting in or reforting unto 
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our faid colonies, may confide in our royal protection, for the 
enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of our realm of England; 
for which purpofe we have given power under our greaWeal , 
to the governors of our faid colonies, rcfpe&ively, to erccl 
and conft itute, with the advice of our faid councils, refpec - 
tively, courts of judicature and public juftice, within our faid 
colonies, for the hearing and determining all caufes, as well 
criminal as civil, according to law and equity, and as near 
as may be agreeable to the laws of England/' 

Becaufe, By the commiffion under the great-feal, dated the 
9th of April, 1764, to Governor Aftlvill, to eftablifli and 
adminifter the civil government of this colony, it is exprefsly 
required, that all perfons in the council and aflembly, and in 
all public offices whatfoever, fhould take the oaths of allegi- 
ance, abjuration, and fupremacy, and make and fubferibe 
the declaration againft tranfubftantiation ; and it was on this 
commiflion, that the civil government of this colony was ac- 
tually, compleatly and, we truft, permanently eftablifhed 5 by 
the appointing of a council, the calling and meeting of fe- 
veral affemblies, the erection of courts of judicature and juf- 
tice ; all whofe members, judges, miniftcrs, and officers, 
complied with all the requifites, prefcribed in and directed 
by this commilfion, which the known efiablifhed charter of 
this colony : fuch then of the parts of this commiffion, ai 
concern the rights, liberties, immunities, and freedom of the 
people, the form and mode of government, and tho eftablifh- 
ment, prefervation, and fecurity of the religion of the church 
of England, as by the laws of England eftabliflied, cannot 
now be altered', annulled, repealed, or revoked, by any com- 
miffion of a contrary or different import, or by any other 
aa whatfoever, done by the fole authority of the crown, and 
without the confent and concurrence of the Lords and Com- 
mons of Great Britain. 

It is on a fimilar commiflion that the conftitution of fcveral 
of the colonies and provinces on the continent of North Ame- 
rica, and Of rhoft or all of the neighbouring iflands depends, 
and in no one of thofe confutations (although fcveral of the 
colonies were acquired by conqueft) bath any alteration been 
at any time attempted by the prerogative of the crown. >* j 

Becaufe* By the a& of fcttlement of the lath year of kingi 
William the Hid. on which it is very well known, His Ma* 
jelly's title to the crown of Great Britain- is founded : Ieit < 
provided, that no perfon, born out of the allegiance of the 
crown of England, even although he be naturalized or made 
a denize*, ihauld be capable to enjoy any office, or place of 

truft, 
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truft, civil or military. And by an act of parliament of the 
7th and 8th of William III. Cap. 22, it is ordained in par*- 
ticular, That all the places of truft in the courts of law, or 
rtfpe&ive treafury offices in the plantations, fhall be only in 
the hands of natural born fubjects of England or Ireland, or of 
the faid plantations. Expreffioos, which in relation to tbe con- 
text of the whole act, 'and according to all legal principles and 
conftruction; and by analogy, with all other laws for limiting the 
pofleflton of offices to natural -born fubjects, muft, we appre- 
hend, be taken to be equivalent to, and to mean, fubjects born 
under the allegiance of the crown of England in England, Ire- 
land, or the iflands, and cannot be meant to include the inhabi- 
tant so f Grenada, born whileit was under the dominion of the 
crown of France, as has been aflerted. Now, the council of 
Grenada, with the governor of this ifland, compofe a court 
of juftice called the court of error, of which court, this gen- 
tleman born out of the allegiance of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, muft confequenily be a judge, if he is admitted of the 
council ; and how contradictory this is to the two acts of par- 
liament cited above, We leave all mankind to judge; and to 
the 1 aft of thefe two acts, every governor of this c6kmy is 
particularly fworn to pay obedience at his entering into 
office. 

Eecaufe, By the act of the firftof William and Mary, S. 2, 
C. 2, which prefcribes the conditions upon which the crown 
is held, the pretended powers of fufpending and difpenftng 
with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, with- 
out the content of parliament, is agreed and declared to be 
utterly and directly contrary to the known laws and ftatutes, 
and freedom of the realm. 

Beeaufe y When it has been thought expedient by govern- 
ment to employ foreigners in America, and to encourage 
them to fettle there, recourfe was ufed to be had to parhamedt 
to enable the crown to do what otherwife by law could not be 
done, of which we (hall only cite two inftances as fufficient. 
In the 13th year of the late king, an act was paffed by which 
foreign J^roteftants, refiding feven years in any of his Majef- 
ty's colonies, were intitled to the privileges of natural-born 
Uibjects in the faid colonies :— and early in the late war, in 
the 29th year of George II. an act pafled to enable the king 
to employ a certain number of foreign proteftants to fcrve 
as officers in America only. Thus it appears, that the king's 
powers to difpenfe with the laws, has no more exiftence in 
America than in Europe, and can never be juftified here, 
unlcfs it can be made appear, that the king is king in Grena- 
10 Z da, 

* 
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dn, vp©n4i/feren* conditions, and with powers not aflurhcd 
or pretended to in his other dominions 

Beiaufe, It is plain, that the fame power that can con- 
flitute two Roman catholic counfellors, and three members 
of the afTembly, and one judge, may, whenever he pleafes, 
make every member of the council and aflembly, and ail 
the judges of Roman catholics, tae legality of one cafe 
being juft as plain as the other. k . 

Becaufe> We believe ourfelves juftified in this our opinion, 
that the power of the crown is bounded by law, in the 
liberty to be allowed the Roman . catholics, by the . words 
of the definitive treaty of peace made in February 1763, 
which in the 4th article, arc as follow : 6i His Brita,nnic 
*' Majefty agrees to grant the liberty of the Roman catho- 
" lie religion, to the inhabitants of Canada - r he will con* 
" fequently give the, moft precile and moft effectual orders 
M that his new Roman catholic fubiecls may profefs the 
'? worfhip of their religion, according to the rites of the 
" Romifh church, as far as the laws of Great Britain per- 
" mit. v And in the 9th article of the faid treaty, this claure 
is extended in the fame words to Grenada, and.tfrei Gre- 
nadines. Thus does our king, with a magnanimity 
worthy of a Britifh king, in a folcmh treaty of peace, and 
fpeaking to the kings of France and Spain, and to the whole 
world, avow, that he is limited by the laws of his kingdom, 
in the degrees of Indulgence that he can impact to his 
Roman catholic fubje&s ; and makes ufe of words that wouhl 
be abfurd, if the crown had the powers that the prefent 
advifers of this meafure fuppofe inherent in it ; for furely, 
in a treaty with foreign powers, the king would not dii* 
claim any of his legal rights and< prerogatives. 

Becpufey It has been frlcmnly determined at a court tk 
Common-Pleas of this ifland, in the month of June of the 
prefent year, that the laft aflembly held here, in which three 
Roman catholics had fat as members, was an illegal aflembly 
and had no authority to make laws ; and a jury on the La 
Baye Caufe, found a verdict againir. the Provoft-Marftial, 
for levying on a perfon who refufed to pay a tax ifnpofcd 
by that pretended aflembly. Now if any future aflembly, 
in which Roman catholics are admitted, fbould be convened 
and pafs a&s, we cannot but apprehend, that the moft fatal 
confequences thereof, will be endlcfs difputes and lawfuits, 
and uncertainty of property throughout the iftand and its 
connections at home. We muft add here, that ihould there 
kc an aflembly- now called, in which it might happen that 

no 
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no Roman catholic had a feat, the &me evils wouM havV 
followed, our confenting to admit Chi6 Roman catholic gen- 
tleman, to be a member of the council, as the council have 
an equal authority in making the laws w/th the aflemMy 1 , 
and muft be equally legally conllituwd Co make thpfe laws 
valid, - ' • " . • 

We are far from being actuated, upon this occafion, 
any partial, national, feiriih, or illiberal prejudices, relating 
to the new fubjefts ; but in the fpirit of true liberty, defire 
the bleffings of our free conftitution and happy form of go- 
vernment, may be extended to all our fel I ow-fubjeSs equal- 
ly with our ourfelves ; but we muft think it very hard, to' 
be deprived of our franchises and rights, by means of thefe' 
meafures, and inftead of havingthe Satisfaction of feeing' 
thefe formerly French fubjeels exalted into Englifh freemen, 
to fmd ourfelves Cimk into the ftate of the fubjeas of arbi- 
trary crowns, where the will of the king is the only law of 
the land,an*J can change atpleafure both the laws and legally 
eftabliflked form of government. 

parliamentary proceedings ;„ 

f " IRELAND., 

« « 

Ftbruary 4., 1772, 

f This day the houfe of commons met according to ad-s 
journment, from the hrft of January. The fpeaker having 
taken the chair, Aindry orders of the houfe, for refolvingr it- 
lelf into committees, to connder feverat bills which lay over 
from the laft meeting: but the bufinefs of the houfe occa- 
110 ned them all to be poftponed. 

Sir George Macartney then arofe, and told the houfe, 
that as he bad informed it of his Excellency's refolution, to 
proceed no farther in relation to the new commiifion (for 
dividing the revenue board into two different. boards, one of 
cuttoms, and one of excife, and appointing five new comV 
nimoners) until his Majefty's further plealure was known, 
that now he had to acquaint the houfe, that his Majefty had 
fent further orders to proceed therein, and the new com- 
numons were pafilng the great feal. 

When he had fit down, the houfe was filent for fome 
minutes. Alarm, confuiion, and indignation were painted 
On the countenances of moil: of the members rrcfent; at 
length Mr* Cramer arofe, and moved that the relolution of 
tlie houfe on this bufinefs, when firft brought before it, 
might .be read. This motion being agreed to, the refdu-* 
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tjon was read, and it appeared that it was the opinion pf the 
houfe, that the prefent commiflioners of the revenue were 
iufficient tQ tranU£r, the bufinefs thereof. • That this rpfolti- 
tion had been carried by the whole hqufe, and by the Spea- 
ker had been laid before the Lord Lieutenant, [who had 
promifed to tranfmit it to England.] . 

When this refolution was read, Mr. Lodge Morris arofe, 
and faid " he did not arife to impeach the Right hon, mem- 
ber who had dared to bring fuch a meflage to that houfe ; 
a piece of information that muft #rike indignation arid dif- 
rnay into the breaft of every upright member of it. But as 
fo few were then prefent, he moved that the confutation 
of this affair might be poftponed till next Tuefday,oii which 
day there would be a call of the houfe. 

Mr. Brownlow arofe to requefl that the hon. gentleman 
would inform that houfe what new lights bad arifen, to 
make that mealuie then expedient and proper, which that 
houfe had folemnly declared to be very improper. He faid 
alfo, that from the confufion and trepidation with wfcich the 
right hon. gentleman informed the houfe of this extraordi- 
nary ftep of government, it appeared that he Was very much 
embarralfed in the execution of his orders ; and that that 
gentleman was not to be blamed for what he had /aid, as it 
was merely in execution of his office. 

Mr. Ponfonby declared his abhorrence of this new infult on 
the parliament of Ireland, in the ftrongeft terms. He faid, 
that it was abfolutely ftriking at the very eflence of the houfe, 
to proceed in contradiction to its folemn refolution, on the 
queftion of which, there was a majority of no lefs than for- 
ty-fix. That he fliould move when it came before them on 
Tuelday next, that a committee of that houfe fhould be 
appointed to wait on his Majcfty himfelf, to give true in- 
formation of the real flare of this kingdom> and befeech 
him not to proceed further in this meafure, as it was certain 
that falfc information had been given to the king, who was 
too good to lay unneceflary burthens upon his people of 
Ireland, if he knew their real condition — -and if nothing eife 
would do, but that this commiflion was to be forced upon 
them, he would, himfelf, move not to make any pro vi lion 
for the expence incurred by an oppofnion to tfee refolutians 
of the hpufe. Mr. Connolly fpokc in fupport of J wh%vMr. 
Ponfonby had faid. And Sir Lucius O^Brien requefted to 
know, whether they were to look upon the information 
they had received as a meflage frorn, the Lojd Lieutenant, 
ct only a aotificaticjn from the foretary J - , v , 

Mr. 
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Mr. Monek Mafon (who is to be one of the new com- 



right honourable gentleman, as he was the perfon who had. 
given the former notices to the houfe on this affair. 

Sir George Macartney (aid it was not a meflage, but only 
a notification which his Excellency had ordered him to 
make ; upon which, Sir Lucius O'Brien faid,*fmce it was 
denied to be a meflage, he could not tell whether it was 
properly before the houfe or not. 

Mri BrownJow then moved, that the proceedings relative 
to this affair, (hould be laid before' the houfe on Tuefday 
next. This was agreed to, and Mr. ; Ponfonby obferved, 
that' though SSf George in his firft fpeech only gave it as an 
information, in his fecortd' he owned it to be in confequence 
of an order from his Excellency. Mr. Mafon rofe again 
in defence of the propriety of Sir George Macartney's con- 
duel (not' in the defence of the meafure itfelf.) Mr. Lodge 
Morris advifed to drop any further debate, as the adjourn- 
ment thereof was agreed to-, and then Mr. Cramer having 
moved 'that the king's laft letters fhould be laid before the 
houfe next Tuefday, and the motion being agreed to, the 
houfe aujourned till next day. 



An Account of the great Debate in the Houfe of Commons, con- 
cerning the Thirty- nine Articles of the Church of England. 

S$LR William Meredith* who had been perfuaded by the 
clergy and others, prayhg for relief in the matter of 
luipfcripjUon to the thirty- nine articles, to 1 undertake their 
caufe, moved the houfe for. leave to bring up their petition 
iu the following ft Fain : ' ** 
Mr. Speaker, 

WHEN I inform the houfe that the fubje& of the pen- 
tfon which I hold in my hand, is religion, a matter of a 
gfflVe and ferious nature, and that it is Tigned by two hun- 
dred and fifty grave and refpeclabie men, I think I need not 
make ufe of any other argument co belpeak your indulgence. 
Solicited as 1 have been, and inclined as I always am to 
promote the redrefs of national grievances, I could not on 
this occafiorv help ftepping forth to the affifhnce of tender 
consciences, and L will fay, of injured truth. The thirty- 
nine* articles of the church of England were framed, when 
thfc fplrit of free enquiry, when liberal and enlarged notions 
wer*> ye* fa fheir infancy. That fubmrffive and Havifh turn 
of mind, which is the dwa&criftx of Popery, the implicit 
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deference which it prefcribes to fuperiors, ftill cramped and 
fettered the humane mind. The fuvereign or diredtors of 
his confeience, or his archbifhop, or his prelate, dictated au 
article of faith ; and the reft of the clergy received it per- 
haps with reluctance, but without daring, to complain, much 
Jefs to oppofe. Is it not then reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
thirty-nine articles arc not fo perfect as they ftumld be, c r 
as they might be ? Is it not natural, from this circumftance, 
to conclude, that they do not breathe that air of freedom, 
that liberal fpirit, which they might have acquired, had they 
been properly examined and difcufled, like other queftions, 
in the great council of the nation ? I think we may fafely 
draw this conclufion a priori, without attending to any other 
point, but the hiftory of their formation. But whea 
we come to read, and to weigh deliberately in our 
own minds, how much ftronger does the argument be- 
come ? Several of tne articles are abfolutely unintelligible . 
and indeed contradictory and abfurd. Human reafan and 
common fenfe, by which alone we can judge of revelation: 
itfelf, revolts againfl: them; and I will be bold enough' to 
fay, that there is not a clergyman in England, who thorough- 
ly believes them in the literal and grammatical fenfe, as he 
is required by the nature of his fubfeription : is it not then 
a great oppreulon, thus either to wound tender continences, 
or to keep them entirely out of the church ? To me the mat- 
ter appears in that light ; and as I know that this houfe ought 
always to be ready to redrefs £rievances of the fubjeft, and 
in fadtmuft redrefs them, in this inftance, if they are at all 
rcdrefted^ I think that the petitioners have with great pro- 
priety and judgment applied to this houfe. Were the pro- 
posed reform a matter of flight and trivial nature, were there 
in our cieed no tenets, no dogmas, that had any pernicious 
effects upon fociety, I mould oe lefs fanguine. But the fact 
is, that there are feveral, which are damnable, not only in 
a religious and fpeculative light, but alfo in a moral ami 
practical view. Hence many of our mod learned divines^ 
the great lights of the church and bulwarks of the reforma- 
tion and proteftantiim, wilh that we were well rid cfjbem. 
Hence the murmurs and complaints, which at their firft pro- 
mulgation they prodaced, and ever fince perpetuated ► Hence 
the prefent petition, which, were it not for reafons obvious >, 
to this houfe, would, inftcad of two hundred and fifty names, 
have had the function of thoufands. But let me cornmuni- 
cate to the houfe the fubftance of it. Creeds and confeffions 
are, according to it mere human, cqmjpofiuons, and therefore 
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ufurpations upon the right of private judgment, which n«. 
man can give up without offending God and his conl'cisncc/ 
and incurring the guilt of prevarication and hypociify. The, 
fcriptures are the Taw of God, and therefore infallible and 
indilpsnfably obligatory upon a chriitian. For this, reafoi* 
let the fcrjptures be the only teft, the only confeujon of faith 
to which lubfciiption is required from trie teachers of the 
gofpel, or from any other clafs of men. Put a flop to tb« , 
practice of making the young fcholars at our univerftties 
fubferibe to articles, which they come to ftudy, and not . to 
fubicribe. Before matriculation they are at ope, unLyfcrfiry 
obliged to perform this ceremony at fixrccn, and ajt the other 
before that period. Js not this the way to niake them imagine 
that all fufyfeription and oaths are a matter of rn,er.e form y 
and have in them nothing facred or effential ? Surely fuch a 
plan of education is very little calculated for making them 
good members of fociety. Were there rio other objects of 
conlidcration offered in this petition, but this fingle fa<3, I 
think it alone would be fufficient to command your attention* 
and to induce you to let it be brought up. I move therefore 
for leave to prefcnt this petition, that it may be read by the. 
clerk, and afterwards difcuffed by this great affembly. 
. Sir Roger Newdigate faid it was neceflary the mover fhould 
read the petition. 

Sir William Meredith read the petition, as follows. 

» 

To the Honourable tbe Commons of Great Britain in Farllamtnt 

afilmbud. 

The humble PETITION of ccrtaio of the Clergy 
of the Church of England, and of certain of th* 
Profeflions of Civil Law and Phytic, and others, whofe 
names are hereunto fubferibed, 

Shcwethy 

THAT your petitioners apprehending themfelves to have 
certain rights and privileges which they hold of God 
only, and which are fubjeel to his authority alone. — That 
of this kind is the free exercife of their own reafou and judg- 
ment whereby they have been brought to, and confirmed 
in, the belief of the chriitian religion, as it is contained in 
the holy fcriptures. That they efteem it a great bleiEng to 
live under a conffitution which, in its original principles, 
enfures to them the full"and free pofietfion of th^ir faith, hav- 
ing aflerted the authority and fufrlciency of holy fcripture in 
" all things neceflary to falvation ; fo that whatfoever is not 
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read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be re* 
quired of any man that it fhould be believed as an article of 
the faith, or be thought requifite or neceffary to faction." 
That your petitioners do conceive that they have a natural 
right, and are alfo warranted by thofe original principles cf 
the reformation from popery, on which the church of Eng- 
land is conitituted, to judge in fearching the fcriptu res each 
man for himfelf what may or may not be proved thereby. 
That they find themfelves, however, in great meafure, pre- 
cluded the enjoyment of this invaluable privilege by the laws 
relating to fubicription, whereby your petitioners are re- 
quired to acknowledge certain articles and confeffions of faith 
arid doctrine drawn up by fallible men, to be, all, and every 
of them, agreeable to the faid fcriptures. Your petitioner 
therefore pray, that they may be relieved from fuch an im- 
pofition upon their judgment, and be reftored to their un- 
doubted right as protectants of interpreting fcripture for 
themfelves, without being bound by Any human explications 
thereof, or required to acknowledge by fubfeription or decla- 
ration, the truth of any formulary of religious faith and 
doctrine whatfoever, befide holy fcripture itfelf. 

That your petitioners not only are themfelves aggrieved by 
fubfeription as now required (which they cannot but con fi- 
der as an encroachment on their rights, competent to them 
both as - men and as members of a protefbnt eftablifhment) 
but, with much grief and concern, apprehend it to be a 
great hindrance to the fprcadirtg of ChrihVs true religion. As 
it tends to preclude, at leaftto difcou rage further enquiry 
into the true fenfe of fcripture, to divide communions and 
caufe mutual diflikc between fellow proteftants ; as it gives 
a handle to unbelievers to reproach and vilify the clergy, by 
reprefenting them (when they obferve their diverfity of opi- 
nion touching thofe very articles which were agreed upon 
for the fake of avoiding the diverfities of opinion) as guilty 
of prevarication, and of accommodating their faith to lucra- 
tive views or political confiderations ; as it affords papifts, and 
other difaffe&ed to our religious efhbKmment, occafion to 
reflect upon it as inconfiftently framed, admitting and autho- 
rifing doubtful and precarious doctrines, at the fameiime th3t 
holy fcripture alone is acknowledged to be certain and fuffi- 
Cient for falvation % as it tends (and the evil daily encreafes) 
unhappily to divide. the clergy of the eftablilhrrient themfelves, 
fubjecting one part thereof, who aflert but their proteftant 
privilege to queftion every human doctrine, and bring to the 
teft of fcripture, to be reviled as well from the pulpit as the 
I prefs, 
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prefs, by another part who feem to judge the articles they 
have fubferibed to be of equal authority with holv fenp- 
ture itfelf. And iaftly, as it occafions fcruples and embar- 
railment of confeience to thoughtful and worthy perfons, in 
regard to entrance into the miniftry, or ch earful continuance 
in the cxercife of it. * 

That the clerical part of your petitioners, upon whom it 
is peculiarly incumbent, and who are more immediately ap- 
pointed by the ftate to defend and maintain the truth as it is 
in Jefus, do find them fe Ives laid under great reiiraint in their 
enaeavours herein, by being^ obliged to join iflue with the 
adversaries of revelation, in iuppoling the one true fenfe of 
fcripture to be expreiTed in the prefent eilablifhed fyfte"m of 
faith, or elfe to incur the reproach of having departed from 
their fubferiptions, the fufpicion of ixillncerity, and there* 
pute of being ill-affected to the church* whereby their^ com- 
fort and ufefulnefs among their refpectiyc flocks, as well as 
their fuccefs againff the adverfaries of our common chriftia- 
nity are greatly obftr uc^ed. 

That fuch of your petitioners as have been educated with a 
yiew to the feveral profeflions of civil law and phyftc, cannot 
but think it a great hardihip to be obliged (as all are in one 
of the universities, even at -their itrft adrniflion or matricu- 
lation, and at an age fo immature for difquiiitions and de-t 
cifions of fuch moment) to fubferibe their unfeigned affenc 
to a variety of theological proportions, concerning which 
their private opinions can be of no confequcncc to the pub- 
lic, in order to entitle them to academical degrees in thofe fa- 
culties, more efpecially as the courfc of their ftudies, and 
attention to their practice refpectively afford them neither 
the means nor the leifure to examine whether and how far 
fuch proportions do agree with the worti of God. 

That certain of your petitioners have rcafm to lament not 
only their own but the too probable misfortune of their fon$j 
who, at an age before the habit of reflection cm formed, 
or their judgment matured, muft, if the prefrnt mode of 
fubfeription remain, be irrecoverably bound down in points 
of the higheft confequence to the tenets "of *"3ges lefs inform- 
ed than our own. 

That whereas the firft of the three articles enjoined by \\ t 
thirty-fixth carion.of the church of England to be fubferib- 
ed, contains a recognition of his Majefty's fupremacy in all 
caufes ecclefiaftical and civil. Your petitioners humbly pre- 
fume that every fecurity propofed by fubfeription to the fnid 
articres is fully and effectually provided for by the oaths of ' 
i a A a all. fiance. 
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allegiaitfe and fupremacy prefcribed to be taken by every 
deacon and prieft at their ordination) and by every graduate 
in both Univerfitics. Your petitioners being nevertheless 
ready and willing to give any further teftimony which may 
be thought expedient, of their affection for his Majefty's per- 
fon and government, of their attachment and dutiful fubmif- 
fion to the conftitution in church and ftate, of their abhor- 
rence of the unchriftian fpirit of Popery, and of all thofe max- 
ims of the church of Rome which tend to enflave the con- 
fciences, or to undermine the civil or religious liberty of a 
free Proteftant people. 

Tour Petitioners^ in confederation of the premifes, do 
humbly fupplicate this honourable Houfc in hope of be- 
ing relieved from an obligation fo incongruous with the 
right of private judgement, fo pregnant with danger to true 
religion, and fo productive of diitrefs to many pious and 
conicientious men and ufeful fubjeclsof the (rate; and in that 
hope look up for redrefs, and humbly fubmit their caufe, 
under God, to the wifdom and juftice of a Britifh parlia- 
ment, and the piety of a Proteftant King. 

And your Petitioners Jhall ever pray y 

Sir Roger Newdigate faid it was a nullity, unlefs fe- 
conded. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt feconded it. 

Sir Roger Newdigate objected to receiving a petition from 
perfons who themielves had done that which they reprefeotcd 
to be wrong, and wanted to undo : That the prayer of the 
Petition undermined the church, which was fo connected 
with the ftate, that they muft fall together : That it was 
nugatory, for the King had fworc not to alter Religion, and 
th\$ alteration could not take effect unlefs he concurred : 
That the irrevci ability of the Act of Union made it impoflt- 
blc, which at his motion was read. 

Mr. Stanley faid, that as a lenient meafure, he had no ob- 
jection to ks being brought to the table ; but he could never 
confent to proceed on it, fince it muft be the deftruction of 
the eftabli&ed church : That it was no new thing to alter re- 
ligion, but that this was a propofal entirely to deftroy it ; 
That the petitioners were like men, who told another, that 
they would come and live with him, but as a previous ftep, 
that he muft pull down his houfe : whereas if they only de- 
fircd him to alter the aoor, it might poffibly be more con- 
venient : That he was a friend to toleration, and had himfelf 
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a fortieth article, which he valued as much, or more than alf 
the reft, »the peace of the public. 

Mr. Byrne faid he was a friend to religions liberty, but 
did nor think that fupported, or likely to be fupported, t>y 
complying with the petition. 

Mr* Fitz Maurice faid, that the petitioners were followers 
of an heterodox teacher : That the ConfefEonal was their 
Creed, out of which he read many paffages, to prove they 
wanted only to enjoy the emoluments of the church. He 
abufed the author as avaricious, hypocritical, and as bad 
writer: That the Univerfities, if aggrieved, could relieve 
thcmfelves : Quoted Blackftone to prove the doubts about 
altering forms in religion, and concluded with afferting that 
the petitioners denied the divinity of Chrifh 

Lord George Germaine to his own knowledge, th* 

petitioners did not deny the divinity o/Chrift ; that it was * 
lamentable thought to him, that if he fent his fon to thcUni- 
verfity at fixteen he muft fubfciibe his thorough aflent to that, 
which himf:lf at fixty was fo far from being able to teach him, 
that he actually could not underftand it himfelf : That the 
people have a right to petition, and that it is indecent in their 
reprefentatives to talk of the fewnefs of thofe who have fub-' 
feribed ; that the merits, and not the numbers ought to be the 
objects of their confideration. 

Lord Folkflone faid, That the arguments for fubfeription 
afTV&ed only the clergy. That others might, without danger, 
berelieved from afequilition which fomethoughtexceptionable ; 
others, unneceflary or indifferent : That as to the clergy, 
lumething more than a bare affent to fcripture was necelfary, 
other wife all feels who admitted fcripture, were equally efta* 
Mimed : That fome teft was required in all focieties whatfo- 
ever ; ant!, that according to the petition every man was now 
allowed to interpret fcripture for himfelf, but hoped the law 
never would permit him to interpret it for others. 

Mr. Tb:via$ Pitt defended the petitioners characters, faid, 
'That the petition defired only moderation and indulgence 
of conference, which was the eflence of the chriftian rcit- 
glon. 

Mr. ycnhh:fm faid, That the Univerfities could alter their 
own articles : That Oxford had lately done fo in the in- 
ftance of voters, which even determined the qualification of 
voters for members of parliament : That the articles were the 
fywbol of the church of England, and that every fociety had 
a right to a:M on an acknowledgement from perfons to bo 
2$mUud into it *ot th**ir afent to its, own opinions ; That he 
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was not Co abfurd, as to fuppofe fupremc power was not al- 
ways rcfidcnt in the legiflative body, and confequently that 
the A£i of Union was lubjeft tp alterations, but that the pe- 
culiar folemnity of that a&madc neceflfary to juttify the repeal 
of it, reafons of the greatcft weight : That it was notorious 
how proceedings of this kind had proved fatal in thelaft cen- 
tury : That formerly tfce majority of the Houfe of Commons 
confined of meiL who went by the cant term of Church of 
Eng'and - % and at prefent, the people at large were of that 
eftHblifliment, becaufe the majority of the Houfe were fo. 

Lcr4 Jcbn Cavendifl) kid, He wifhed the petition to be 
'brought up and examined with temper: That the beft me- 
thod would be to inform his Majefty a petition of this kind 
had been received, and praying him to refer it to the conu- 
deration of the Biftiops, or fele& body of divines, or to con- 
vocation : That the Hpufe was not fenfelcfs, but could judge 
of the intelligibility of the Articles: That many of them were 
abfurd and heterodcx, and had no other eft'ed, than giving 
opportunity of entrance to men who would fubferibe to any 
thing : That it was /hacking to fee young men unable to 
judge, and who, when they had once given their afTent, 
would perhaps be afbamed to recant, forced to fubferibe 
to that which they neither then could, nor ever would be 
able to underftand. 

Lcrd North faid, That his firft intention was out of com- 
plaifance to the fubferibers, and refpe£t to their plea of con- 
science, to have admitted the Petition, and poflponed the 
confideration of it for fix months : That he never would 
confent to revive flames either civil or ecclcfiaftical : That 
te wifhed never to proceed in that Houfe at lea ft, to the dif- 
cufiion of orthodoxy : That the A£t of Union was a pledge 
between the two nations, now happily united, hardly ever 
to be altered, but yet from the firft rules of legiilation, liable 
to alteration : That tht Petition prayed the eftablifhment of 
Sedtarifts : That it was not juft to relign our pofts, and thofe 
aJvantages which the l«tw had granted to the regular church, 
in favour of thofe, who wiftud, or at beft (for he thought 
they might be confeicntious) acicd as if they wifhed to have 
no eftabl iflied church at all : That the conduct of the Peti- 
tioners was not at 2II exceptionable as confeientious men,, 
even though they now difapproved of the articles, fjor they 
might have approved of them, at the time they faid they did : 
But from any thing in the Petition, they might now approve, 
of them, be themselves willing, if required, to fjgn them 
anain, and yc: d-fircus to n;akc ::\c entrance into the church 
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more eafy for others : That public or private liberality haj 
endowed churches, &c. for the fupport of members of the 
prefent eftabliftiment : That all teachers had their tenets* 
which they expected to be received by their adherents ; That 
for the fake of peace he would not meddle with the Articles ; 
That as the refult of. political confufion is defpotifm, fa 
that of ecclefiaftical is fuperftition, and an infallible guide, 

Mr. Thomas Totunfend faid, that he was entirely againft 
offering any affront to the Petitioners ; that they were ren- 
table from profeffion, as well as plea, and that he never could 
admit the irrcverfibility of the Act of Union. 

Mr. Edmund Burke faid, that the Houfe of Commons 
was competent to judge of any matter relative to law; that 
the Articles were to be maintained, or fome other method of 
fixing principles in thofe who were to be public teachers, 
fettled : That he was againft innovations in religious matters j 
that had he lived when the directory was going to be eftablifh- 
ed, he mould have been for preferving the Common Praver; 
had he lived when the Common Prayer was re-eftablimed, 
he mould have fupported the directory : That each of them 
was confonant to the Chriftian religion ; and though prefcrib- 
ing different forms, yet as the difference was only in forms, 
and not in eftentials, he would have maintained which ever 
was in force : That the Petition ftated no exception againft 
the fubfifting Articles : That the right of private judgement 
was what the Petitioners at prefent enjoyed, and it was ridicu- 
lous to call that the exercife of private judgement for which 
they petitioned ; That orders in the church, without a rule 
of doctrine, was perfect tyranny : That all governments had 
a right to conftitute the feveral orders of its fubjccts as it 
pieafed j and confequently could the priefthood : That in the 
Jewifh (late it was hereditary : That the members of the 
church were to follow prefcribed forms, to which themfelves 
had aflcnted, not, as had been aflerted, the opinion of the. 
bifliop who ordained' them : That in the latter cafe, how 
diftrefling would it be to a clergyman ordained at Ely. to be 
beneficed in the diocefe of Chefter, and be afterwards re- 
moved to (rloucefterfhire : That the Petition defired for the 
future aflent only to fcripture, without defining what fcrip- 
ture was : That very many parts of the Bible had been ex- 
cepted againft by many perfons, and in many ages; Again, 
That it did not ftate whether fcripture mould be underltood 
literally or figuratively ; That if th,e latter method of inter- 
pretation were allowed, he would undertake to prove tran-» 
(ub^antiationa and other doctrines equally abfurd : That a 
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cafe might very probably happen, if the Petition were granted* 
where a perlbn, by a feries of confeientious minifters, might 
never be able to arrive at Chriftian baptifm. 

Sir George SavilU faid, That in many inftances the inten- 
tion, which perfons affected, of defending the honour of God, 
and fuch expreffions, were little lefs than blafphemy : That 
the articles were formed contrary to Cbrift's doctrine, who 
faid,. ** He that is not againft us, is for us," and were repug- 
nant, in many do Urinal parts, to his Word, and particularly 
where he recommends to his difciples an imitation of the Sa- 
maritan • (who rejected Jewifli and Chriftian feels ) whereas 
the articles declare fuch actions as the Samaritan's to have in 
them the nature of fin. 

Mr. Charles Fox faid, He was againft rejecting the Petition 
if it was meant as a method of (hewing contempt, but (hou)<l 
be againft receiving it, as a reception would be a kind of en- 
gagement to proceed, which he hoped would not be done. 
That the Articles favoured of Chriftian charity, but taught 
fuch myfteries, as ought not to be forced down the thronts 
of young perfons : That in Oxford, where the oaths of fu- 
premacy and allegiance could not be adminiftred before 16, 
an afient to the Articles was required by ftatute, however 
young the perfon was admitted 2 That he hoped the Univer- 
fity would, as he found they could, relieve in that particular, 
and that a minifter who would fubferibe the Articles, and 
afterwards preach againft them, would make little impreffion 
on his audience. 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, The articles were fo ftrikingly ab- 
furd, that he wifhed them to be read, and would j-cad thein 
himfelf ; but having gone through a few of them, declared, 
he would not attempt to expofe them further than they did 
themfelves. 

Mr. Richard Sutton faid, the Articles were tooabfurd to be 
defended. . 

Mr. Dunning faid, thefubfeription to Articles was ihdefen- 
fible, they were fo palpably ridiculous; that he never would 
advife the King to confult the convocation, or any affembly, 
but his parliament. 

Mr, Thomas Pitt read a quotation from Bifhop Burnet to 
prove the inexpediency of all creeds that were complicated, in 
which he concludes with faying, that the church of England 
was complicated; faid that he had heard no argument 
vrged againft the Petition, that would not impeach the Refor- 
mation. 

4 Mr. 
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Mr. Wedderlttrni faid* he was fur prized to hear a doubt of 
the right to alter the Union Act, when it was already altered 
both as to the Englifh arid Scotch church ; the former, by the 
Adr. againft occafional conformity, the latter by the Act which 
deftroyed elective patronages : That he thought the Petition 
ought not to be complied with, butihould vote for receiving it 9 
for that at prefent it was not before the Houfe, and he did 
cot regularly know the Prayer : That the Univerfitje$, which 
were to preparate theni for all the learned profeiRons, and to 
make perfons fit members of parliament, ought to be under 
parliamentary cognizance, if they did not take care to re- 
form themfelves ; and that he could not conceive but a pre- 
icription was equally efficacious, and proper to be followed, 
whether the phyfician had ftgned the articles, or not* 

Dr. Hay fa<d, that the fubfcription to the Articles of 
Matriculation in the Univerfities was improper, and ought 
to be, and he hoped would be remedied, but not by the in- 
terference of parliament, if the Univerfities could do it them* 
felves. That the Petition ihould have been prefented to the 
Lords, with whom all clerical matters begin, as divorces, &c» 
Dot that he doubted the Hqufe's right to originate any matter 
that it pleafed, but becaufe amongft them there were fpecial 
guardians of the church. 

Mr. Cooper faid, the Petition was before the Houfe fuffi- 
ciently, that it muft be rejected, becaufe it removed the 
pillars of the church, without fubftituting any other fup- 
port. 

Sir miViam Meredith faid, he did not expeft to hear that 
objection, which amounted to a cenfure on the petitioners 
who did not prefume to dictate ; that the Articles taught as 
divine, not only what were not the attributes of God, but 
what muft be peculiarly the attributes of the DeviJ, if we 
fuppofe the Devil the moft unjuft of beings : That the Arti- 
cles were a notorious falfhood : That no minifter would de-» 
fend the doctrines of them in a ftridt grammatical fenfe be- 
fore his parifh : That he repented his candour in opening the 
.petition: that the fchifm ac~t, which alters, is fobfequent to 
the union : That underftanding the articles of fubfcriptioa 
in another fenfe, than was intended by the compilers, and 
is ftri£ly grammatical, is mere hypocrify: That Bifliops 
Burnet and Hoadley, were arrant hypocrites, in allowing 
every man to underftand them as he pleafed, and fubfcribe 
in his own fenfe, and that the Mcthodifts are the only true 
church of £ngland-racn, and that he himfelf would fubfcribe, 
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\t the noble Lord would prove, as he afferted, their confor- 
mity to fcripture. 

Lord North denied faying the articles were conformable to 
fcripture* 

Sir Harry Houghton faid, he Was happy in the free exetcife 
of his own opinion) and wifhed every one the fame happ'H 
jnefs. • 

On the diviiion, for the queftion 71 j againfl it 217, ex* 
clufive of tellers. 



Jn authentic Account of the Debate on Monday, Feb. 17: 
in the Houfe of Gommons> concerning the Pojfejftons of the 
Clergy. 

MR. Seymour moved the houfe for leave to bring in a bill 
to quiet the pofleffions of the fubjodr, againft dormant 
claims of the church.— After being feconded, he was oppofed 
by Thomas Townihend, Mr. Skinner, Grey Cooper, George 
Onflow, Col. Onflow, the Lord Advocate, Lord North, the 
Attorney General, and fupported by Mr. Cornewall, Mr. 
Brickdaie, Mr. Dowdefwell, Mr. Btfrke, and Mr. Charles 
Fox. 

The arguments of the miniftry, and their adherents, were 
thefe : 

It is contended that Nullum Tempus occurrit regi % and Nul- 
lum Tempus occurrit eccleJUe y are maxims in law founded on 
the fame principle ; and that, as we have deftroyed the for- 
mer, we muft, in order to be confiftent, deftroy the latter. 
But let it be conftdered that* when the ftatute of limitations 
was made, this matter did not cfcape the attention of the 
legiflature, and that, in all probability, our anceftors were 
fwayed by reafons of the moft weighty nature, not to in- 
clude tbe church. Were there no fettled revenue fet apart 
for the crown ; were the demefne lands now, as formerly, its 
only fupport, no man in his fenies would have thought of 
ftrippin£ it of the Nullum tempus right, becaufe nojman in his 
fenfes would have chofe to leave it defencelefs, the conftant 
effect of poverty and want. Why fhould the church be 
treated with more feverity ? It is no lefs nccelfrry to the 
well -being of -the community, than the crown. States have 
fubfifted without royalty. But where is the ftate that has 
ever been able to ftand without religion ? The inftitution is 
certainly necefTaryj and being necelfary, it muft be fupport- 
ed. Has any new provifion been made for its maintenance, 
that you would thus remove its ancient bulwark ? Does the 
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liament fettle upon it, as upon the crown, any civil lift ? 
Was it not fufficiently ftripped at the reformation ; and do 
you mean to open a door for its being farther plundered ? 
Our forefathers, when the church was new-modelled, in- 
tended that what was left ihould remain for ever in its pof- 
feilion, and for that purpofe ordered that no length of time 
ihould be a bar to its claims. Knowing that fucceffive in- 
cumbents might, by the peculiarity of their fituation, fuffer 
the patrimony of the church to-be loft, and come into lay 
hands, they left this remedy for the recovery of her property. 
An incumbent i* frequently a ftranger in the place where he 
has a benefice ; he is ignorant of the ftate of his lands and 
tithes, and all his neighbours are interefted in keeping him 
in ignorance : he is perhaps poor, or peaceable, or indolent, 
or timid, or fraught with gratitude to his patron j or perhaps 
he is all thefe together. What muft, in this cafe, become of the 
property of the church, and of his fucceilbr ? They muft: 
evidently be ruined. Many of us thought it inexpedient to de- 
prive the crown of this power, with which it was armed for 
its own defence ; and fome of us ftill think that the ftep was 
impolitic ;— Thofe who voted for clipping the wings of the 
crown in this particular, becaufe they thought it. too power- 
ful and dangerous an engine in its hands, may yet, with 
propriety, vote againft this motion, becaufe no danger can 
be apprehended from the power of the church ; and thofe 
who voted againft taking this power from the ftrong, can- 
not with decency vote tor taking it from the weak. The 
church has no title-deeds, which defcend from father to fon, 
which are carefully preferved, and mark out with precifion 
the extent and limits of the inheritance, fo that nothing 
can be eafily loft. - Confequently, the lands and tithes of 
the parochial clergy, one of tbemoft ufeful claftes of men in 
the nation, would without this precaution, moulder away, 
and be reduced to a much fmaller pittance than it is at this 
juncture. Yet is it not lamented by the whole nation that 
they are not pofTefled of a larger proportion of the good things 
of this world ? Wh>t then muft we think of a regulation 
that reduces them to a much more diftrefsful fituation ? 
Had it indeed been propofed to eftablifti an office, where re- 
mitters of their title-deeds, or diftindi account of church pof- 
fefiions fhould .be kept, the plan would have merited our at- 
tention ; but inftead of applying this remedy, the mover of 
the queftion lays the axe to the root of the tree, and at once 
overturns the church's chief palladium. At the time that 
ftatute of limitations was made, the church had the power 
io B b to 
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'Axe n ate. * The patron, the ordinary, and the incumbent, 
might exchange ecclefiaftical property for a juft equivalent : 
but, in order to prevent any injury to the fucCeeding gene- 
ration, from a coilufion, the Nullum Tcmpus was left as a 
power, by which any fraudulent bargain might be fet afide. 
Hence the Nullum tcmpus occurrit regi y and the Nullum temp us 
occurrit iulefia^ have not the fame foundation : and it is not 
therefore neceflary that for the fake of confiftency we (hould 
bury them both in the fame grave. A confiderable altera- 
tion of our conftitution is not to be attempted without fome 
■urgent neceffity. It ought to have been fhown that the 
power veiled in the clergy has been egregioufly abufed ; that 
they have been litigious and oppreffive, and always ready to 
gral'p at every ftraw,to draw every thing into their own vortex. 
— In a word, proofs fhould have been produced of many 
vexatious and iniquitous fuits, grounded on the maxim in 
queftion. Has this been done ? One cafe only, and that 
not in point, has been laid before us. But how many in- 
flances are there of vexatious and oppreffive fuits commenced 
and carried on by the laity againft the clergy. 

The gentlemen of the long robe declare, that few, very 
few complaints come into the courts of law through the 
means of the clergy, that they are generally dragged thither 
by iniquitous combinations, .that their caufe is generally fo \ 
juft'that nothing but the moft abfurd and inveterate preju- 
dice could have bred and foftered the leaft difpute. Is it 
prudent, is it juft, is it honourable, to ftrip fuch harmlefs 
and inoffenfive men of their beft defenfive armour ? Confider 
that they have here nobody to plead their caufe, while we, the 
judges in this cafe, are intcrefted men. Our honour there- 
fore is concerned in giving no countenance to the fcheme. It is 
too much to make two attacks upon the clergy in one feflion, 
one upon their doctrine, and another upon their property. 
No plan, it is true, can be without fome inconvenience; 
borh the old and the new will neceflarily partake of the im- 
perfections of all human inftitutions. But the ancient and 
eftablifhed plan is certainly not incumbered with fo many nor 
fo weighty objections as this which is now under difcuffion. 
What provifion is here made for fecuring the tithes of the 
inferior clergy from diminution, which will be the unavoid- 
able confequence ? None. How is coilufion to be prevent- 
ed between incumbents and patrons ? How are numberlefs 
other dangers, which, upon the removal of the old and 
the introduction of the new fyftem will appear, to be obvi- 
ated ? With refpcdl to all thefe points our innovator is total- 
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ly filent. One Gngle remedy for a Angle cafe he has pro- 
pofed, and that is all that his legiflative fagacity, or that of 
his abettors, has been able to fuggeft. Where then is the 
propriety of proceeding farther upon this motion ? It certain- 
ly ought to be rejected. 

Mr. Seymour and the abettors of his motion reafcned thus; 
It is in vain that gentlemen attempt to make a diftinction 
between the ancient power of the crown, and the dill re- 
maining power of the church with refpect to the Nullum 
Teropus. The prefent claim of the church was prior to 
the ilatute of limitations, and therefore could not poffi- 
bly have its origin at that period. The idea was evidently 
borrowed from the practice of the crown, when the clergy 
were in favour, and did what fecmed good unto 'them. 
Whence but from thisabufe arofe the datute of Mortmain? 
The cafe will admit of no difpute. The directors not only 
of the king's, confcience, but of his counfels, converted 
their influence to the advantage of the order; and our an- 
ceftors were obliged to interfere, elfe they would have,, like 
the clergy of Judea and other pried-ridden countries, fwal- 
lowed up gradually all the lands of the nation in their vortex; 
and become the fole proprietors of the ~ifle. The miftaken 
piety of fome, the folly of others, and their own addrefs and 
induftry would have by this time made them our lords aryj 
mailers. We fliould have groaned under the mod intolera- 
ble of all tyrannies, under the tyranny of priefls. Nor is this 
any reflection on our clergy, becaufe they are but men^ 
and all bodies of men, when under no check, become op- 
prefilve and defpotic. They would not defire to have a 
compliment paid to them, which could not be judly be 
bellowed upon our ancient barons, nor indeed upon any 
clafs of men that ever exided. But, you will fay, can any 
man in his fenfes be apprehenfive of exceflive power in the 
church ? Can fuch a chimerical idea be for a moment enter- 
tained ? The anfwer is obvious. However little the dan- 
ger may now appear, in fome future period matters may wear 
a different afpedl. For who knows what may lie concealed 
in the womb of time ? How can you be aflured that aces of 
barbarifm will not yet return, and that fupcrftition will not 
again reftore the power of the clergy ? It will then be me- 
ritorious to yield to the mod groundlefs claims of the clergy ; 
and weak men actuated by the terrors of fu perdition, and 
the fuggeftions of their ghodly director will think it the 
moil compendious way to heaven to deflroy their title-deeds, 
and thus to fuffer their lands by a law-procefs to revert into 
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the bofom of the church. Confider that at leaft one-third of 
the realm has at one time or other been eccle'fiaftical proper- 
ty. What a powerful engine mull this law in fuch cir- 
cumftances become ? The danger may be diftant ; but to a 
reafoning ftatefman it is enough that the feeds of the evil are 
certainly lodged in our constitution, as it now ftands, and 
that accordingly it is capable of refurrecl ion. He needs no 
other motive to induce h m to attempt the total eradication 
of the latent poifbn. Without this reformation our fyftem 
of jurifprudcnce will be lame and imperfect. Length of 
poffeffion, or a prefcriptive claim, however acquired, is a 
great principle that runs through the whole body of our 
law, and fecures property from the dangers, which it would 
neceflarily incur in confequence of the perifhable nature of 
title-deeds, and the cafualities to which they are fubjecl. 
Is it not a matter of fome moment to render our laws uni- 
form and confident? Scotland has adopted this maxim, un- 
difturbed pofTeflion of forty years is an effectual bar to the 
claims of their church. What hinders us to copy this nor- 
thern principle ? Scotland has often borrowed from us ; and 
the union has not precluded mutual imitation. Nor is it 
the Scottifh law alone that furnifties its fan&ion. The ca- 
non law is equally explicit in favour of tbe fame doctrine 5 
and fo is the civil law, from which it feems to have been 
tranfplanted into the canon and Scotch codes. It is not that 
thefe precedents will ever be conddered as abfoiutely con- 
clufive, if they were not corroborated by the genius and 
fpirit of our own conftitution, and, what is more, by the 
law of nature. Mr. Onflow, it is true, has quoted Grotius 
to prove the reverfe; but unfortunately he has read a mu- 
tilated edition; for it has been proved that, if he bad pro- 
ceeded a fentence or two farther, he would have read his owh 
condemnation. It is to be hoped therefore that, when he 
goes home, he will procure and read Grotius at large, 2nd 
fatisfy himfelf, that he and every other writer on the law 
of nature and nations declare again ft the Nullum Tempus 
without any exception in favour of the clergy. Why (hould 
they be exempted from the general rule ? Without any new 
civil lift ample provifion is made for the whole order, were 
it properly divided. Pluralities are the bane of the clergy. 
Two, three, four, and even five benefices are fwallowed up 
by one unconfcionable individual, who employs as many cu- 
rates, and pays each perhaps at the rate of fifteen pounds a 
year, though he receives himfelf for each five hundred. If 
he allows hi» curates, fifty, he is a prince for generofity. 

Ought 
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Ou^ht not this abufe to be reSified ? The miniftcr favs that 
he laments as much as any man the inequality of church 
preferments, but that he cannot fplit them into fmaller parts. 
But furcly he can prevent a multitude of them fr^m being 
heaped upon the fame perfon. Why does he fufrcr fo many 
difpcnfations to pafs the great ftal enabling this doctor to 
hold two livings, that to hold three, and a third four ? It is 
to be hoped, for the honour of humanity, ftat there is nd 
minifter lb fordid and avaricious as to grafp at every thing 
that falls, and to catch it either in his own mouth, or let it 
drop into that of a relation. Be this as it may, a ceflatiori 
of the pra&ice is the moft rational plan for relieving the 
inferior clergy. This motion will not certainly render their 
condition worfe. Coliufion between the patr ns and in- 
cumbents may, and, no doubt, now does take place. How 
will the alteration »f the law render it more eafy or rre- 
quent ? You will perhaps fay, that the fhortnefs of the 
term, during which the church may claim loft polleffions, 
will encourage frauds, becaufe they may remain unknown, 
till the time tor recovery is gone for ever. The fame argu- 
ment Was urged in favour of the crown ; but as it had then 
no weight, it is to be prefumed that ir ought now to have 
as little. In the fame fpirit we are told that the crown, 
for fear of lofing its juft rights, would immediately begin a 
Scrutiny, and commence actions without number againft 
every encroacher upon its property. Was this fufpicion 
verified by fad ? No. What reafon then have we to imagine 
that the church will follow any other plan ? At any rate 
the fcrutiny will be the better, the fooner :t is begun. Juf- 
tice will be the more eafily done te both parties. Nothing 
can poffibly be gained by delay. If this power is to remain 
vefted in the church, how precarious is all lay property ? 
The parchments, which fecure it, may be loft, may be de- 
ftroyed by fire, and a thoufahd other accidents. A fee, a 
dean and chapter, a college may find among their archive* 
Jbme mufty records, which fhow that they were once in 
pofleffien. What is the confequence ? They immediately 
plead that nullum ttmpus occurrit eceleft*^ and defire to fee the 
titles by which he -holds his eftate. But, behold ! they are 
loft. Accordingly, the court of jufticc, in conformity to 
the ftridl letter of the law, beftuws his lands upon the* 
church. Nor is this mere fpcculation. The mover of the 
queftion has pointed out a member of your own houfe, who 
has fuftained an injury of this nature from a biftiop of Dur- 
ham, and loft by the procefs not lefs than a hundred and twen- 
ty 
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ty thoufand pounds. Yet you call for proofs of the abufe of che 
power in queft ion ! Is not thisinftance\alone fufficient ? Allow 
but the bill to be brought up, and there is no doubt but upon 
enquiry moie cafes will be discovered. Suppofe a modus, 
fuppofe an exchange to have long ago taken place, and the 
proofs to be now loft. What follows? Why, by means 
of the eccleiiaftical Nullum Tempus, the church will fet 
the whole afide, and not only keep the equivalent given, but 
appropriate the eftate for which it was given. Can any 
thing be more unjuft or unreafonable ? But fuch is always 
the confequence of deviating from the plain track of nature 
and common fenfe. * When the monafteries were deftroyed, 
and many of their pofleflions fold to the beft bidders, the 
augmentation ofEce was eftablifhed, and there were kept 
xegifters of all the eftates difpofed of to laymen. Since that 
period the augmentation office has ceafed. Hence the papers 
there lodged are in much greater confufion than anv other 
in the kingdom. If this power be lhll preferved to the 
church, what a dangerous inftrumcnt will it be in the 
hands of dean and chapters, and other rich ecclefiaitica] 
bodies, whofe records are kept with infinitely more care 
and circumfpe&ion, than the papers and parchments of pri- 
vate families ? It is indeed objected, that the mover of the 
queftion has not obviated every inconvenience, nor (hown that 
his propofed regulation is neceflary, in order to prevent the 
abules of the clergy. But furely it is abfurd to expecl that, 
before the bill is read, examined or amended, every objec- 
tion ilioulo have been removed. The moft coniiderable in-, 
convenience is taken away, by allowing the Nullum Tem- 
pus to operate for fixty years and three incumbencies. The 
proper method of fecuring the tithes of the parochial cler-* 
gy, and what other plan for their benefit may be thought 
neceflary, he has with much prudence, and no lefs modeity, 
left to the difcretion of this houfe; and furely it is too- much 
to fay, that, without the heterogeneous and monftrous power 
arifing from. the Nullum Tempus, the collective wifdom of 
the legiflature cannot fecure the tithes of the clergy, that 
incumbrance, that original (in, with which every morfel of 
land is born, and without which it cannot exift. At any 
rate, thus to reject a motion for the improvement of the 
conftitution, and not to fuffer a bill to come into the regu- 
lar courfe or examination and difcuflion, is contrary to every 
idea of juftice and equity. The practice is fubverilve of 
all parliamentary enquiry, and, if' tolerated, muft render this 
boufe perfe&ly ufeleis to the nation. Accordingly the de- 
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cifion of this queftion will clearly (how whether we have 
the feelings of parliament or the fpirit of men. What ought 
to be done after the bill is brought is not fo certain ; but 
that it ought to be received is as clear as that two and two 
make four. 

It is in vain we are informed that no neceffity, no flagrant 
abufe prefles. The plan is for this reafon the lefs exceptionable; 
becauiewe are thus lefs liable to error through prejudice or 
pafiion. Had the propofal ariien from fome recent injury, it 
would be a ftrong argument for its rejection. With equal 
impropriety is it contended, that ancient inftitutions, are not 
lightly and wantonly to be overturned ; bedaufe that reafon- 
ing may be turned, as a {landing piece of artillery again ft 
every improvement. Had our anceftors argued in this man* 
ner, we Ihould never have acquired either liberty or property, 
but groaned for ever under Norman tyranny. When the 
minifter urged this common place, he- forgot that Lord Ba- 
con bad, on the oppofite page furnifhed his antagonifts with 
arms of equal proof. Let u* not then be amufed with bo villi 
declamation, inftcad of found argumentation, nor for fter- 
ling coin be put off with counters. 

On a divifton 117 were for the bill, 141 againft it. 

A circumftanUal Account of zvhat pajfed at a meeting of the Livery 
on Friday evenings Feb. 1 4, at the Half Moon Tavern in 
Cbeapfide. 

THE meeting was very numerous and refpe&ablc. 
About eight o'clock Mr. Bi{hop was called to the 
chair. As foon as he was feated, the chairman informed the 
company, that he underftood by the advertifement, that the 
livery were called together to confider of an anfwer made 
by the Lord mayor to their requeft of a common hall. He 
therefore faid, he thought it proper to begin the bufinefs by 
reading the requifition of the Livery to his Lord&ip ; which 
he obferved was figned by one hundred and forty-three re- 
fpe&abje Liverymen, one hundred and one of them were of 
t he Common Council. 

" To the right fan. WILILAM NASH, Ef r> Lord 
Mayor of the City of London. 

" WE, the underwritten Liverymen, on behalf of ourfelvcs 
and brethren the Livery of London, do moft carneftly re- 
queft your Lordfhip will fummon a Common-hall on any 
convenient day, previous to the 15th inftant, for the pur- 
pofe of giving public inftrudtions to our reprefentatives in 

parliament, 
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parliament, relative to the very important motion intended 
to be made by Mr* Alderman Sawbridge, in the houfe of 
commons, for ftiortening the duration of parliaments. 

Signed by one hundred and forty-three Liverymen." 

After this had been read, Mr. Somers informed the gentle- 
men that it had been delivered to the Lord Mayor by Mr. 
Saxby and others ; that when it was delivered) his Lord {hip 
deiired time to con fid er of it, and promifed to return his an- 
fvver in writing to any perfon whom they would appoint to^ 
> receive it. Mr. Somers being appointed, did accordingly 
receive his Lordfhip's anfwer, which he now produced. Tho 
anfwer was then read over twice as follows. 

46 The Lord Mayor defires the favour of Mr. Somers to 
prefent his compliments to the gentlemen, who yeft^rday 
made an application to him in writing, requeuing him to 
fumrrou a Common-hall on any convenient day, previous 
to the 15th inltant, for the purpofe of giving inftrudtions to 
the city representatives in parliament, relative to the very 
important motion intended to be made by Mr. Alderman 
Sawbridge in the Houfe of Commons for fhortening the du- 
ration of parliaments : and the Lord Mayor defires the gen- 
tlemen may be acquainted, that he is very defirous of em- 
bracing every opportunity of terrifying the molt refpe&ful 
attention to the willies of bis fellow-citizens : But that as* 
the right of the Mayor to fummon extraordinary Common- 
halls has been brought into qucftion, and is now in litiga- 
tion of a court of juttice, he thinks it proper to fufpend the 
exercife of that right till the queftion has received a Jegal 
determination ; and the rather, as all motions of confequence 
relative to matters arifing within the city, or in which the 
corporation are fuppofed to be interefted, may be fubmitted 
to the confideration of the court of common council, which 
he will be ready to call together on all necelTary occalions. 

Man/ton Houfe y Feb. 12, 1771." 

After fome expreffions of indignation and a general mur- 
mur of difcontent had fubfided, Mr. Ed ridge add re fled the 
Chairman in the following manner : 

I « Sir* 

" Whatever may be the different opinions of the propriety 
of the prefent requeft to the Lord Mayor for a common-hall : 
and however gentlemen may honclUy differ about particu- 
lar perfons and meafures * y i hold it the duty of every Livery-^ 
man to ftand forth upon the prefent occafion ; and I catch 
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at this opjtortunity (the only one I believe Mr. Nam wil* 
ever afford) of thanking him for furnifhing a fubje& upon 
Which every honeft man muft unite. The Lord Mayor by 
his anfwer has precluded us from entering into any debate 
concerning the propriety or fitnefs of the prefent applica- 
tion to him, on which perhaps we might reafonably have 
been divided. He has c ho fen to attack the right of the Li- 
very to a common hall. That right is now the only quef- 
tion i and the means of enforcing that right in defiance of a 
treacherous magiftrate ought now to be our only aim. The 
Lord Mayor's reafon for ref ufal is not either becaufe of any 
deficiency in numbers or importance of thofe who applied to* 
him ; it is not on account of the infignificance or impropriety 
Of the caufe of application. Had either of thefe been his 
declared reafon 6f refufal, we might then indeed have de- 
bated upon thofe points; but he has left us no other alterna- 
tive but cither to agree with him againft the right of the Li* 
very to inftrucl the reprefentatives, or to condemn and ab- 
hor his conduct. Mr. chairman, I will plainly declare that 
I deteft his fcandalous anfwer. He means to rob us of our 
deareft and moft clearly acknowledged right by a pretence a* 
abfurd as it is falfe. He fays, < the right of the Mayor to 
fummon a common hall has been brought into queftion, and 
is now in litigation in a court of juftice.' Sir, I charge his 
Lordfhip with an impudent and notorious falfbood. The 
right of a common hall is not in quefHon ; it is not in liti- 
gation. A particular manner of pu aiming difobedience t<* 
the Lord Mayor's precepts is in litigation ; the right of a 
Common hall is not. But the pretence is as abfurd as it is falfe ^ 
what (ball we fay to a 6hief magiftrate, who, being elected 
to a (ration for the fake of preferving the rights and privile- 
ges of his conftituents, mall declare it a fufKcient reafon for 
him to deprive you of the exercife of any of your rights as 
foon as ever it (hall pleafe any of your enemies to difpute, 
them ! Sir, if this reafon is fufKcient* I queftion whether 
we (hall much longer have any right left. Should it pleafe 
our virtuous court at St. James's (and I proteft I fincercly 
believe it would pleafe them) to employ their tools to dif- 
pute our right of electing, or having any reprefentatives at 
all ; our virtuous chief magi ft rate, Mr, Nafh, wtuld think 
that a fufEcient reafon for fufpending likewife our right of 
election !— I would not have any one think I have put too 
ftrong a cafe. Sir, the prefent cafe is equally ftrong : for 
to have a representative, and not to have the right of inftru£t- 
ing him, is a mockery of reprefentation. Sir, it is this 
10 C C right 
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right of inftrucling our reprefentatives which the Lord Mayor 
denies to us : becaufe Tome creatures of the court, as flavifh 
and abject as himfelf, have endeavoured to obttrucl it. Sir, 
if this reafon was fufficient, wc fhould not have a Lord 
Mayor, an Alderman, a Sheriff, or even a corporation a 
week longer ; but why do I talk of a corporation ? We 
fhould not have any form of government left in the king- 
dom : we fhould none of us have a houfe to fhelter us, if 
we reafoned like his Lordfhip j becaufe no man muft enter 
his own doors from the moment that any faucy fellow fhould 

difpute his paflage. Mr. chairman, the facl: is, that Mr. 

Nafh himfelf is the perfon 'who queftions our right of a 
Common-hall: I know that it has been his favourite topic 
(and I pledge myfelf to prove it ir* he denies it) it has. been a 
point on which he has always publicly infilled, |th at the Live- 
ry have no right to meet in Common-hall but for the elec- 
tion of their officers, and when there aflembled, cannot de- 
liberate on any fubjeft, but are confined to their bare votes. 
— Surely, Sir, Mr. Nafh, (for it grieves me to call him our 
Lord Mayor) forgets that we have had Common-halls 
granted by other chief magiflrates, fioce the difobedience of 
the wardens of the Grocers and Goldfmiths companies. Sir, 
If Aat A difobedience and the litigation concerning their pu- 
nifhment (which is the only thing in queflion) were rea- 
fons for^any thing, they were reafons for exerting, exercifing, 
and repeatedly enforcing that right of the chief magifrrate. 
What a precious magiftrate is this, who points out to our ene- 
mies' an, eafy method to ftrip us of all our privileges ! 1/ they 
will only difpute or deny them, Mr. Nafh, will forbear their 
exerc'ife: if a felon or a murderer fhould difpute his Lordfhip's 
power of commitment, in a particular cafe our good Lord Ma- 
yor will leave all other felons and murderers at large, till by 
the tedious forms of courts at law the particular manner of that 
commitment is folemnly and formally determined. But, 
Sir, I am alhamed to fpend any more time upon fo plain an 
abfurdity, fo fcanJalous a defertion of his truft ; and there- 
fore I defue to make a motion that the numerous Livery who 
are prefent may ftamp his Lordfhip with this impudent falf- 
hood in the mbfl folemn manner by a formal declaration : 
therefore, Sir, I move — M That the right of the Liverymen 
of London to aflemble in Common-hall is not in queftion or 
litigation, but is a right indrfputably inherent in the Li- 
very. " 

This motion as a declaration ' of Mr. Nam's falfhood and 
treachery was received with the greateft approbation and ap- 
plaud 
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plaufe, which were thought to be unanimous, till Mr. Rain- 
coclc rofe to defend the Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Raincock exclaimed violently againft the indecency 
of the gentleman who fpoke laft, and the affront A which the 
motion mull give to the Lord Mayor, by propofing to fo nu- 
merous and refpectable a body of the Livery to join in giv- 
ing the formal lie direct to the chief magiftrate of the city of 
London. He infifted that the Livery of London had not a 
right to affemble in Common-hall, but bad voluntarily given 
up that right ever fince the reign of Richard the Second ; 
and that fince that time there was a law a gain ft their aflcm- 
bling there except for the purpofe of election. 

Mr. Saxby> Mr. Ma /pas, Mr. IVhitby* Mr. Hurford* and 
others fpoke in defence of the motion : they denied the truth 
of Mr. Raincock's aflertion, and ihewed that the Livery 
was a much later eftablifhment than the time of Richard the 
fecond : they repeatedly called upon Mr. Raincock to pro- 
duce his law, or tell them where it was to be found ; which 
he not being able to do, the whole company concluded it to 
be a law only of his own making. 

Mr. Stone was particularly happy and pointed in his ridi- 
cule of the Lord Mayor's letter, and in his refutation of 
Mr. Raincock's law. He complimented the Lord Mayor 
on his perfect imitation of that court which he had taken for, 
his example. 41 His Lordfhip, faid he, has adopted the very 
ttile as well as the principles of a courtier.— He is very de- 
fir ous of embracing every opportunity of teftifying the mofl refpetl- 
ful attention to the wijhes of his fellow-citizens — : — Refpectful 
creature ! fo deiirous of embracing, that he takes the very 
fii ft opportunity to betray them ! What is this but the com- 
mon cant of every deceitful fycophant ; who is always anxi- 
ous and eager to ferve you in every thing — except what you. 
folicit ?" Mr. Stone then Ihewed the abfurdity of the con- 
clufion of his Lordfhip's note, where he talks of fubmitting 
all motions of confluence to the Common Council^ whereas the 
prefent motion is for the inftrucYion of members of parlia- 
ment ; whole conftitu^nts the Common Council are not, 
but the Livery ; which makes it peculiarly unfortunate for 
Mr. Naih to give fuch an anfwer to a motion which itfelf 
contradicts his aflertion." 

After Mr. Stone had finifhed, there was fome altercation 
between Mr. Raincock and Hurford ; which ended exceed- 
ingly to the difgrace and confufion of the former, the una- 
nimous thanks of the Livery then prefent being given to Mr 
Hurford for his conduct on the occafion for which Mr. 
Raincock attacked him. 

The 
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The motion was then put,_and carried without one <fiflent- 
it\g voice. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Burnley, that as many 
members of the Common-Council who were prefent, fhould 
wait on the Lord Mayor at ten o'clock on Saturday morn- 
ing to defire his Lordfhip to call a Common-Council to 
take into conflderation the requeft of the Livery for a Com- 
mon-hall. Which motion was lite wife carried unani- 
moufly. 

In purfuance of the laft motion twenty-three Common- 
Councilmen* waited on the Lord Mayor on Saturday morn- 
ing laft with the following requeft. 

To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor. 

■ 

My Lord, 

" We the underwritten members of the court of Com- 
mon-Council, at the earneft requeft of a numerous meetings 
of the Livery laft night at the Half Moon Tavern, Cheapfide, 
defire your Lordfhip to call a court of Common-Council 
on Tuefday next the 18th inftant, to take into conflderation 
their application to your Lordfhip for a Common-hall to in- 
ftruft their reprefentatives in parliament to fupport a motien 
intended to be made by Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, for fhorc- 
ening the duration of parliaments. > 

" N. B. It is requefted this bufincfs be inferted in the ' 
fummons." 

To which, at a quarter paft eleven o'clock at night, his 
Lordfliip returned the following anfwer : 

* c The Lord Mayor prefents his compliments to Mr. Bi- 
fhop and the gentlemen who waited on him this morning, \ 
and acquaints them, that he will call a court of Common- 
council on fome convenient day the next week ; but that as 
the application to him for a Common-hall, to which he has 
already given a definite anfwer, does not appear to him to be 
a proper fubjecl fo%difcuflion in the court of Common-coun- 
cil, he cannot permit that bufincfs to be inferted in the fum- 
nons." 

Man/ton Houft y Saturday Evening. February 15, 1772. 



AT a court of Common-council held at Guildhall on 
Thurfday Feb. 20, a motion was made, that the Lord 
Mayor be requefted to call a Common-hall, for the purpofe 

of. 
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of intruding this city's reprefentatives to fupport the intends 
eJ motion of Mr. Alderman Sawbridge in the hoofe of com-r 
jnons, refpedting triennial parliaments. 

This motion was made by Mr. Reynolds, clerk of the 
arraigns, and'was feconded by Mr. Raincock, who afterward^ 
whined moft piteoufly declaring, that he had been 'cruelly, 
treated in the public papers of that day. 9 

The motion for triennial parliaments was then objected to* 
as annual were thought more eligible. 

Mr. Hurford moved for the previous queftion, becaufe hq 
thought the inductions ought to be given by the Livery at 
large, who are the city members conftituentt. 

This motion was feconded by Mr. Bellas for the fame 
reafon. 

Mr. Deputy Ellis then faid, he was forry the previous 
queftion was about to be put, becaufe the Lord Mayor had gi* 
ven a definitive anJwer.—A. curious reafon truly ! 

Air. Sawbridge faid, that he never intended to make a 
motion in favour of triennial parliaments in particuler, but 
that the duration of parliaments might be fhortened y he 
aflerted, that thofe who compofed the court of Common- 
council were not the members' conftituents ; the Livery 
were, and therefore thought the previous queftion neceflary. 

Mr. Deputy Wilfon faid, he was furprifed to hear a pre- 
vious queftion propofed, as it tended to make that court of 
little confequence ; that the members of it were already re- 
duced to mere cyphers; that he fhould ever object to the 
difcuffion of any queftion in a Common-hall ; and that it. 
was impofiible bufmefs could be properly tranfa&ed in fuch 
Common-halls as thofe we had lately feen ; he faid he alfo 
difapnroiied of them, becaufe the Lord Mayor could not 
exercife authority there without proftituting the dignity of. 
the chair. 

Mr. Sheriff Wilkes obferved, the merit of the queftion 
lay in a very fmall compafs ; that it was clear the Livery 
were the only conftituents ; and that it was not neceflary to 
'be a Liveryman to fit in Common-council ; confequently 
the queftion (hould originate in the Livery. 

Mr. Deputy Wilfon arofe a fecond time, and faid, that 
if a precept was ilTued by the Mayor, requiring his atten- 
dance in Common-hall, he would certainly difobey it. 

M. Alderman Oliver declared that the Livery alone on 
this occafion had a right to inftrucl ; that he regarded them 
as his matters, who it was his duty to obey ? which he 
' 1 3 lhould 
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{hould ever do, though their opinion (bmetimes might not 
Coincide with his own. 1 

Mr. Alderman RoiTeter declared that court had an equal 
right with the Livery to inftru&, bccaufe the Livery were 
the reprefentatives of the freemen, by whom the members 
of the Common-council were chofen ; and in confirmation 
of his opinion, quoted a relblution in the Mayoralty of Sir 
William Blakifton. 

Mr. Alderman Trecotbick moved* that precedents might 
be fearched for. 

The previous queftion was then put, and carried. 

The following motion was then made, and carried by a 
great majority, only three Aldermen, viz. Alfop, RofTeter, 
and Bird, and twenty of the Common-council, voting a- 
gainft it. 

" That the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor be defired to if- 
fue his precepts for calling a Ccmmon-hall, on any conve- 
nient day in the courfe of the next we^k, for the purpofe of 
the Liverymen of this city giving inftru&ions to their re- 
prefentatives in parliament, 10 fupport the very important 
motion intended there to be made by Mr. Alderman Saw- 
bridge, for Shortening the duration of parliaments." 

It was then moved, and carried nemine contradicente y " that 
fuch members of this court, who are members of parlia- 
ment, be requefted to fupport every motion tending to Shor- 
ten the duration of parliaments." 

The Lord Mayor then arofe, and declared, that he nei- 
ther could, nor would, comply with their requifition. He 
referred them for the reafons of his refufal to the anfwer he 
had formerly given them. 

Mr. Bellas then moved, that the queftion, c< whether the 
Common-council have not a right to insist that the Lord 
Mayor ftjall call a Common-hall on their requifition," be re- 
ferred to the confideration of the committee, who are ap- 
pointed to manage the'profecutions againft the three refractory 
companies, and it was recommended that they fliould fearch 
for precedents, and make their report as foon as poflible. 
It was alfo ordered, if the Lord Mayor fhould not be fatis- 
fied with the report of the committee, that the court fhould 
immediately hTue their own precept, which they are certain- 
ly authoriied to do by an act of Common-council pafled in 
the year 1748. 

• * PAR- 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS ia 
IRELAND, continued Jkcm.page 173, 

February^ 1772. 

THIS day the Houfe fat but a (hort time, and did no- 
thing but read orders, and re-poftponed the confidcration of 
affairs to future days. 

Feb, 6. This day more bufincfs waspoftponed, on account 
of the houfe being very thin j the feverity of the weather 
having hindered many of the members from coming to town. 

Colonel Browne, in a very elegant fpeech, told the houfe, 
that in thefe times he thought every fcheme that tended to 
the faving of money, ought to be adopted, therefore it ihouM 
give 'a favourable attention to what he had to propofe. Afier 
this preface he averred, that above twenty thoufand pounds* 
every year were ex.pended in England for raifing recruits in 
confequdice of the great defertion in Ireland, more foidiers 
deferring in one month here, than in twelve months in 
Great Britain. This was in a great meafure owing to peo- 
ple harbouring-deferters, and captains of Chips taking them 
away as paflengers, or indenturing them as fervants. The 
beft way to prevent this, he thought, was to make conceal- 
ment of a defcrter fubje£l to imprifonment, without bail 
or mainprize ; and the fame penalty to be inflicted on ail 
captains of fhips, who fhould take on board any perfons 
without a certificate under the hand of a juftice of peace. 

Sir George Macartney replied, there were laws in being, 
fubjecling thofe who harboured and concealed deferteis to a 
fine. 

Colonel Browne replied that law might do in England 
where families and people in the country had (bme-hing to 
be fined of j but here thofe people who principally are ths 
harbourers have no property, for if their cabins and all the 1 
furniture of them were diftrained, they would not produce 
fifteen pence. The refult of this fhort debate was, that. a 
committee (confifting chiefly of officers of the army) , 
was appointed to draw up heads of a bill for the better pre-' 
venting defertion. 

In purfuance of an order of the houfe, his Majcfty's let- 
ters patent, appointing the feparate boards of cuftoms and ex- 
cife, were laid before the houfe, as were alio the king's let- 
ters to the Lord Lieutenant for that purpofe. Mr. Ponfon- 
by moved, that they might be read* and accordingly the 
clerk read the patent, appointing Sir William Ofborne, Sir 
Francis Bernard, (the tyrant of New England) John Monck 

Maibn, 
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miffioners of excife. As this patent conftfted of no lefs than 
five (kins of parchment, the houfe was pretty well tired be- 
fore it was finifhed ; and the other patent and the letters 
were ordered to lie on the table, to be per u fed by the mem- 
bers ; and then the houfe adjourned to Monday next. 

Feb. 10. The houfe was this day chiefly employed on 
private bills. The only public bufinefs which came on was 
a motion made by Sir Edward Newenham. 

That gentleman faid, the prefent parliament had already 
jjafled fome a£ts which would be of great fwrvice to the free- 
dom and independency of parliament ; principally the Oc- 
tennial bill,, and another bill was now in the houfe to re- 
gulate the election of members. t It was therefore from fuch 
a parliament that fuccefs might be hoped for, in paffing fuch 
an act as was ftill wanting, and that was relative to certain 
placemen fitting in the houfe. A future parliament might 
be too venal and too corrupt to give any countenance to 
luch an a&. Then h would be too late to propofe it with 
any probability of fuccefs. Now is the time. It is not to 
be thought that a man may not ferve his king and his country 
both together. . It would be unjuft to fay, that a place aU 
ways renders the pofieflor dependant on government, but it 
is equally unjuft to imagine it never does. It is not intended 
by this bill, that no placeman are to fit in the houfe; it is 
only to limit them. The vice-treafurer, the attorney and 
fblici tor generals, the officers of the army and navy may fit 
there — but furely deputy-colle&ors, petty licenfers, and un- 
der clerks ought not to be permitted to fit in the parliament 
houfe by thofe members who would not fit in their company 
in their refpe&ive offices? He concluded with moving, 
that leave might be given to bring in heads of a bill to 
preferve the independency of parliaments, by limiting the 
number of placemen. This motion was agreed to, and Sir 
Edward. Newenham, and Mr. Stuart, were appointed to 
bring in the faid bill, and then the houfe adjourned. 



7* be cintintud. 
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To the Printer of the Political Regifter* 

■ Sir, 

"jVT O T H t G has lurpmed me fb much as the un* 
JL\J merited treatment of Mr. Sawbridge's motion, an af- 
fembly, improperly ftyled popular, not having even 
deigned an anfwer, eitker to it, or to the fpeechea made 
for feconding its laudable intentions* I think at leaft the 
Minifter, or One of his agents, mould have made this mo- 
deft reply* 

Mr, S-^ r, 

u 'Tis well known that fo much money is wanting to pay 
the iritereft <of the national debt ; that lb much is wanting 
to purchaie the fuffrages of both H — of P — ; that much 
more would be wanting to bribe at elections in the cafe of 
annual or triennial p— ; and that therefore in confideration 
of thefe exigencies of (late* the people being already but too 
much burdened with taxations, it would be highly impolitic 
to admit of either annual or triennial p— 

" To what a pafs are we brought ? What is become of 
our conltitution to which we are made to believe the revohi- 
tion gave confidence, and which itfojidjy eftablimed in perpe- 
tuity on a firm bails £ we find this cqnftitutioa agaia tottering 
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under the aufpices of the — ■ , and we are reduced to 

defperation, not able to entertain the mod diftant hope or 
redrefs. 

Una falus victis, null am fperarc falutem. 

But to wave thefe difagreeable ideas, let us enter into the 
fpirit of government with Tacitus, and we may perhaps 
nnd fomething applicable to our purpofe. In the fourth 
book of his annals, he has this remarkable paflage. u Ail 
nations and cities are governed by the people, by the chief 
men in the ftate, or by one perfon ; and out of thefe is made 
choice of and conftituted a form of adminiftration, which 
indeed is commendable, though probably it can have no ac- 
tual cxiltence ; or if it mould chance to {hew itfelf to the 
world in that light, it cannot be lafting." This author was 
led, no doubt, into this reflection, from conlidering the 
•perverfity, which but too often is fo inherent to mankind, 
and fo imperceptibly mingles itfelf with their very eflence, 
that though a mind poffefled with the ardors of modelling a 
fyftem, which in all refpects is truly grand, noble, and 
highly deferving of the obfervance of rational beings ; yet 
muft rind itfelf fall ibort of its aim, when the fame is intend- 
ed to be reduced to practice. Then it is, that it can be on- 
ly denominated an exquilitcly delineated pourtrait, refem- 
bling fomething exifting in the imagination, but by inter- 
vening accidents rendered incapable of admitting the lights 
and colours of reality. Plato's commonwealth has had its 
admirers, as well as the laws of Lycurgus, Solon and others, 
their obfervers ; but the former afforded only an ideal fatis- 
faction, and if it was poflible to conform to the latter, the 
nature of man impatient of reftraint, fufficiently demonftrates 
that the inftitution could be but temporary ; becaufe, though 
towers of policy fhould be railed to the very clouds, yet fud- 
clen gufts of unexpected accidents might tumble them into 
ruins, to the confulion of their contrivers and builders ; and 
•this mutability in commonwealths is a reafon, why politics 
will never arrive at perfection. 

€€ The principal caufe of fetting afide natural liberty to 
have recourfe to civil fociety, was to procure a fafeguard 
againft the misfortunes that threaten man from man. This 
fafeguard coniifted in recommending the obfervance of cer- 
tain laws, the infraction of which, according to the Hip u- 
lated affent of the fociety, was to be attended with punifli- 
ments adequate to the deferts of the delinquent, and the ex- 
-ccution of thefe laws was committed to the authority of one 
-who wasftyled king, or to that of a few who aflumed the 
♦itlc of nobles, or to that of many who were called the 
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people, whence the diftinftions of monarchical, ariftocrati- 
cal, and democratical governments. 

Experience has {hewn in regard to thefe three different 
forms of government, that the monarchical in the admini- 
flration of a wicked man, degenerates into defpotifm, ty- 
ranny and oppreflion ; that the ariftocratical, is nearly allied 
to regal arbitrary fway ; and that the democratical, though 
tending to the prefervation of liberty, has often been involv- 
ed in a wretched cataftrophe from the difmal effe&s of anar- 
chy and confulion. , , ' 

" Tacitus Has recorded of the Roman Emperor Trajan, 
that he was the firft that mingled together princely power 
and liberty, things formerly unfociable and incompatible. 
Agreeable to this notion of mixt government, our Saxon 
anceftors wifely adopted a fyftem, which, on one (ide was 
neither to dread the ills of arbitrary proceedings, nor on the 
other, the furious rage of inconflderate populace. Holding 
a juft medium between both, the force of their authorita- 
tive power became founded on the mutual confent of the 
fubjecT: and rulers ; becaufe all being fuppofed born to liberty, 
they could not reafonably be fubordinate to others, unlete 
by their confent. This confent Plato calls harmony and 
numbers ; for as harmony is the reiult of different voices 
linging in tune, and as a ium or total, is made up of dif- 
ferent numbers j fo this confent of different men, all tend- 
ing to cqippafs t.he fame falutary ends, mull be coniiftent 
with harmonical proportion. 

u It was to be fo, according to the ideas of our Saxon 
anceftors, « if, firft, the magiftrate had a due regard for 
the public utility.' For all love, and willingly aclhcre to 
that, from whence they lee an advantage derive to them. 
And hence it is, that tome philofophers have called a well 
regulated commonwealth a rerum concordiadifcors. Concord, 
when the magiftrate and people confpire to promote the pub- 
lic utility. Difcord, when the diverfvty of ftate, and con- 
tention between the magiftrate and fubjeft falls under consi- 
deration. This concord and difcord nature exadly imitates. 
Nothing is fo contrary as the elements to themlelves, vet 
out of them the harmonical univerfe is compofed ; and as 
on the diflblution of thefe elements, it is not pofltble for the 
conftituent parts of the univerfe to retain their former c6he- 
iion, fo neither can the commonwealth remain intire, when 
this difagreeing concord is diflocated or rent afunder. 

" The fecond manner for obtaining this confent they 
judged to be, € If the governing power was conjoined with, 
5Mid influenced by reason.' For it is natural to think, that 

■ Dda' he 
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|fevwho> covets to have the will of others fubject to huii ? 
ihouhjLnrft £bbje£t his own will to the dictates of reafpn, 
When ce people obey the magi ftrate, who governs accord 
ingto the prefcript of reafon, they prefumc that they obey 
Kgtfon, and by obeying reafon, they are fatisficd that they 
obey themfelves, becaule they a& with reafon, qr at leaft 
flatter themfelves that they have attentively liftened to its 
admonitions. It is therefore incumbent on the magiflrate 
m order to procure this confent and compliance to conform 
■unrefervedly his own will and pleafure to the moft rational 
nieafures, and the moft rational way of proceeding, 
1 The third manner for obtaining this confent, they alfq 
judged mould be, * Jf to all the members fome part of the 
^dminiftration of the commonwealth was committed/ This 
fcems to be the original balls of our government and liberty, 
la virtue of this regulation of our Saxon anceftors, none of 
ps can complain of being excluded from participating in the 
management of our national affairs, as from the joint con- 
fent of our three governing ftates affembled together, and 
called the parliament, all matters relating to the good of 
the community, muft fre tranfa&ed and carried into execu- 
tion. Theie ftates have been made in procefs of time to 
confift of the king, the lords fpiritual and temporal, and the 
commons : Which laft, are the' reprefentatives of all the 
commons in the kingdom ; and in them their conftituents 
have placed their highefl confidence, by inverting them with 
£he power of making laws, and by entrufling them with all 
their liberties and privileges; fo that, our fy item of govern- 
ment has not been improperly compared with fome grand 
machine of the balance kind ; the king and commons tq 
counterpoife each other, and the lords endeavouring to ob- 
tain in both a juft equilibrium. 

•J It may appear from jhis /ketch of government, which 
Jias been handed down to us from our Saxon anceftors, in 
what a fignal manner providence has helped us beyond other 
nations, by rooting fo firmly in our hearts the love of order 
and liberty. The fubjedts of other kingdoms may groan 
under the frowns of arbitrary caprice ; but we fo long as 
we preferve unaltered our conuitution of government, may 
juftly pride ourfelves in the valuable poflefhons of tranquili- 
ty and opulence. It will be our own fault if we forfeit the 
depofite of fo great a trealure. Ought we not therefore to 
life the utmofl vigilance for its fecurity ? And ought we not 
even at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, to embrace all 
the opportunities, concert all the fchemes, and enter into all 
the meafures that may in any wife prove bftn mental to 
make it permanent? 4 '* 
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u It has been always obferved, that nothing has fo much 
inhanced our national happinefs as ajprudent^choice of pro- 
per perlbns to reprefent us in parliament. And indeed, a 
true reprefentative of the Britifn nation ought to be endow- 
ed in an eminent degree with every good quality that can 
make him mine in the eyes of mankind. His education 
fhould be of the belt, that it might be prefumed he is intci-' 
ligent in the laws, hiftory, and ufages of hk country ; that 
he has ftudied its real intereft, and that he can both in word 
and deed mew himfelf a generous defender of the caufe he 
has undertaken. Befides thefe requifites, he fhould approve 
himfelf worthy of the choice out of his functions ; by a ftridt 
fidelity in his feryices ; by having a heart inacceflible to the 
bafe arts of corruption, and a foul uninfluenced by the awe 
of power ; by meriting applaufe from public fpinted acts ; 
by adhering to loyalty without fervile meannefs, and by lov- 
ing liberty without running into faction. 
' " It has been judicioufly obferved by fome ingenious 
authors, that notwithstanding all the accurately concerted 
fchemes of law and politics, enforced or recommended to 
the obfervance of men, very few are made better. An in- 
veterate depravity fo engrolfes the affections of the greater 
part, that they feldom give themfelves time to deliberate 
upon the intention of their actions. What is moft preva- 
lent with them is the example of others, perfons perhaps in 
power and highly efteemed. Hence, the darling vice grows 
into habit, and they are ealily, without any reluctance on 
their fide, fwept down the torrent. The diibrder therefore 
appearing remedilefs, it would be much conducive to the up- 
right patriot's repofe to feclude himfelf from all commerce 
with ill-defigning men, to fet afide all concern for ftate af- 
fairs, to inculcate no maxims of true policy, to harbour no 
ill opinion of the infractors of equitable laws, all pretend- 
ing to be indemnified by authority, or feconded by example; 
in fhort to fuffer every individual to indulge his capricious < 
humour, and live according to the dictates of his favorite 
folly. 

" It may naturally be thought, that fuch fentiments are 
as a benevolent farcafm upon mankind ; the bell method 
for procuring amendment being often to laugh perlbns out 
of their vices, or ridicule them into virtue. Jout fuppofing 
them to be matter of fact, and that few inte nd to reap benefit 
from any proffered inftruction, it is however prefumed that 
the" excellency of the Englim conflitution mould never be 
abfent from the minds of true Englim men : Otherwife 
from ilaves to their own palfions, they njuft become flaves 
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to the paffions of others ; *they will forfeit their liberty, and in 
their turn make trial of the oppreflipn other nations are fallen 
under from a like mifcondud. Such was the downfal of the 
greateft republic in the world, I mean the Roman, of which 
it will not be improper to recite here the principal circurn- 
fiances ; and, I am forry to fay we may on our own account 
trace a great fimilarity in the portrait. 

« Haec a le non abludit imago.' 

C€ The Roman fenate was more than Qnc,e inclined to opprcfs 
the people, and the people inclined to much violence againft 
the fenate ; but on thefe occaMons they acled by a public prin- 
ciple ; the people regarding the power of the fenate, as a ty- 
ranny, which ruined freedom ; and the feriate, the liberty of 
the other, as an irregularity, which would end in confufion* 
Men now began to leparate their private from the public in- 
terest The bonds of fociety before thought fo agreeable, feemed 
then to be troublefome chains, and every one growing uneafy 
under the laws, had a mind to refume his primitive right of dif- 
pofing of himfelf, and in this choice to follow the motions of 
his own will* 

" The firft difgufts thus formed, it came to pafs that men left 
the republic to cultivate their own private ifltereft, fought new 
engagements in fociety, and adhered to thpfe who might beft 
gratify their paflaons. And what is very extraordinary, the cor- 
rupter remained a perfon of credit in the opinion of the cor- 
rupted, and acled more nobly than thofe whopppofed the cor- 
ruption. Ifleem, and the honcft inclination for men of virtue, 
feemed ridiculous to fuch' as refolved to confider nothing but 
themfclves. Honour began to pafs for a phantom, glory for 
a vanity, and every one Safely purfued his private intereft, 
while he imagined he (hewed his good fenfe and judgment by 
fo doing. But this genius pf intereft w}iich fucceeded to that 
. of honour, a&ed differently ampng the Romans, according to 
the difference of tempers, They who were actuated by magna- 
nimity, ftrove to acquire ppwer ; inferior fpuls contented 
themfelves with heaping up riches all manner of ways. 

" As they did not fuddenly fall into abfolute corruption, there 
i was a gentle Aiding from honour to intereft, and both fubferibed 
in the republic, but with a view to different objects. A (hew 
of honour was preferved in fom,e particular actions, and no- 
thing but open infamy in others. A general corruption reign ed 
at Rome in matters relating to the) citizens ; integrity became 
fvery day more rare^juilice was in a manner banifhed ; and 
thedefire of making a fortune was grown intp the ftrongeit 
paifion. Nothing was ^nsrc unjuifc ftan jtbe judgments palled 
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! y the fenators, nothing fa abominable as their avarice. By 
their authority, and by other wicked methods, they con* 
tinually robbed the people of their fmall pofleffions ; and thefe 
repeated injuries mull have alienated their hearts, but without 
yet entertaining any ill intentions, they fufrered this tyranny 
with grief, and being really more wretched than fed itious, they 
expected, rather than fought after deliverance from this their 
diltrefled lituation. 

44 Things now came to their crtfis ! the fenators fell out a- 
mong themfelvcs about power, and when the itate had beenal- 
moftrent by civil wars, the conqueror deprived all ihdifcrimi- 
nately of liberty. 

«* Soon after were ftudied the myfteries of the cabinet, and 
with them was hatched that abfurd do&rine of the inteVeft of a 
prince, as it is feparatefrom the inter eft of die ftate~, and gene- 
rally runs counter to the public good. Judgment, capacity, arid 
fecrecy, were changed into crafty artifice, arid dtfftrmjlatioru 
V Good and ill actions were no longer known as fuch ; every 
thing was interpreted according to the nice intention of the 
prince, or was judged of by the rnalice of curious /peculation. 
Complaints, which in all ages of the world have been allowed 
to the unfortunate for the relief of their rniferies : tears, thofe 
natural expreflions of our grief ; and ffghs, which flip from us 
in fpite of our will; even looks, at length, became fatal. 
Plain, undifguifed fpcech was thought to cover evil defigns ; 
the discretion of filence to conceal mifchievous intenrions. To 
fpeak, to be filent, to rejoice, to be afflicted, to be fearful, or 
undaunted, all was criminal, and very often incurred the moft 
rigorous punifhments. 

" Thus it was that this noble people, from rafting rhefweets 
of the belt regulated liberty, fell into the fnare of the Worft ty- 
ranny and oppreflion. And, indeed, the like calamities muft 
wait all other nations, when in contempt of the rhoft facred 
laws of confeience, honour, and juftice, they prize more the 
arts of life, than the beauty of order and integrity 



To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
SIR, 

As a conftant reader of your Regifler, I gladly embrace the 
opportunity of here making you a communication of the 
contents of a private letter I lately perufed from* Penfylvania. 
You may confidcr it as an anecdote of a pretty lingular ha* 
ture ; yet, among the heart-burnings* and jealoufies of our 
other colonies, chara&criftic of the mild and pacific difpo- 
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pofitron of the Penfylvanians, and the degree of liberty am^ 
tranquility each citizen enjoys in that province. 

A Woman of a certain age is taken ill, and foorf apprehends' 
her life to be in danger. The thoughts of her children,- 
all of them (till young, fill her' with diftrefs in her laft moment?. 
She calls her hufband to her, and expreiles with great anguifli 
to him her fears j left the new wife he is likely to take, may ill 
ufe her children^ She befeeches him with all imaginable ear- 
neftnefs to marry Ruth, a ftout lufty young woman, arfd faith- 
ful fervant, who had always behaved with affection to them. 
The hufband at flrft confiders this fpeech as the effect of a deK- 
iium brought on by his wife's fever ; but (he declaring that (he 
fpake to him from' the feelings of her heart* and ardently deft red 
his confent, as to the laft requeft fhe had to make j he * replied, 
that it mould be as (he wifhed, yet hoped he would not k>fe fo 
good and affedtionate a wife. Not content with this aiTurance, 
Hie requires of him a folemn and peremptory affirmation to mar- 
ry Ruth, which he alfo was complatfant enough to comply with. 
The next day fome diffidence occurring to her mind that her 
hufband would not perform his promife, (he again calls him to 
her bed -fide with Ruth, tells her that fhe is going to marry her 
with a man (he (hall foon leave a widower, and exhorts her to 
love him faithfully, and beftow all her cares on her children? 
and the good management of the family concerns. Ruth in 
tears promifes every thing (he defires ; the dying wife joins them 
herfelf in holy matrimony, receives their proteftations and en* 
gagements, and compels them by this fan&ion of contract to fix 
the marriage by a tye indhToluble. In the mean time the pa- 
tient grew better, and at length recovered ; but the hufband, 
who became very fond of his new wife, declared to the old 
one he would not part with her; and that, as (he had obliged 
him to marry her, he would take care of her all his life. Far 
from taking the leaft umbrage, the old one was extremely well 
pleafed, embraced her hufband, and gave marks of her (atis- 
fa&ion in as great a degree as he could poffibly require. Never 
did the leaft ftorm difturb the peace and union of this double do- 
mcftic care. The young wife has had feveral children, of 
which the old one takes as much care, as of her own. She, on 
her fide, has not ceafed to entertain, for her benefa&refs, all her 
former fentiments of refpeft and cordial affection. The days 
of the Bigamift rife and fink in perfect compofure, and not one 
of the Penfylvanian friends has exprefied a word of any fcandal 
given or the occafion. 

Againft 
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Thoughts on Regularity, Exactnefs, and Punctuality, 



|> EGULAR1TY, exaftnefs, and punauality, referable fomc 
" of thofe little obfcure trades, which are e> 



trades, which are extgrifed with * 
great fatigue, yet by their emolumenta) produce are hardly ca- 
pable of Supporting life. A patriotic a/fc or fpeecb has often- 
times been the occafton among up, of extolling an other wife 
worthlefs fellow to the ikies : one only warlike exploit may be 
fometimes fufHcient to make a man's valour known, and to raife 
him to the firft pofts of honour ; (bme actions of liberality may 
introduce another into popular favour, and enhance to a great 
degree his reputation for beneficence : but regularity, exactntfis* 
and punctuality neither raife nor enrich any; and felt love, is 
never fo jftrakened as when it finds itfelf in perfons, poiTefled 
only of th^fe virtues, becawfe having, as it generally has, vaft 
pr etenfions, it can then form only little designs. 

But if thefe yirtues (hew no luftre when unaccompanied 
with others, and confined to fubjects very little remarkable, 
they changt condition and become confiderable when joined to 
great virtues, and when met with in the perfons of princes and 
ministers. For what can be finer than to fee a man of honour, 
of faith, and of probity, very regular in acquitting himfelf of all 
the duties of civil life, and very exact and very punctual in ac- 
complifhiog all his words ? Is there any thing more eftimable 
than the regularity, exactness,- and punctuality of a prince or 
minifter of ftate, who forgetful of their elevated ftation, fubjtct 
thernfelves to all the laws of cuftom like met of the loweft 
clafs, and who, notwithitanding their continual occupations and 
multiplicity of affairs that divide thrir attention, perform al- 
ways, and in regard to all forts of perfons, whatever they have 
promifed. 

The fplendour that reflects on thefe virtues, when in con- 
junction with others o( a fuperior caft, and, the advantageous 
Jight they appear in arnidft the magnificence of illuftrious per- 
fonages, does not hinder, however, their being falfe, when they 
who are fo exact and punctual, are only fofoc the love of thern- 
felves, and in order to oblige -others by chelr example to be 
wanting innothmg in the refpect they imagine due to them. 
We may be perfuaded of this for two reafons. The firft, that 
they always fet forth their punctuality, declaring how exact 
they areto the appointed hour, bow they have forgot none* of 
the circumftancc& of the affair they were charged with, and a 
variety of other particulars. The fccond, that they cannot 
bear with the leaft fault committed againft punctuality and ex- 
act: nefs in things they have recommended, and therefore fe- 
verely cenfure and reprimand thofe whohave failed. 

10 Ec The 
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The punftuality and exa&nefs of pcrfons of the fifft rank and 
in great employments, proceed, from their obferving that thffe 
virtues, which ufually ftrike not the eye, being in themfelves 
as in an eminent place, are perceptible by all, and the more 
efteemeJ, as rarely found in perfons who have no occafion for 
others, and who otherwife are burdened by bufinefs. They alfp 
adopt exa&nefc and- punctuality much with the feme view, as 
fome handfome women, who from an extreme defire of plead- 
ing, are indubious in adorning themfejves with fome pretty 
trifle, fome ftriking whim, whofeforce they well know and are 
auured of. But the perfon of real integrity fulfils all the duties 
of civil life, with the view to the good of his neighbour ; and 
this benevolent confederation docs not fufTer hirr{ to be wanting 
In the Jeaft refpect. which feems requifite to perfect in hin) 
this regular, exa£t ? and punQua) conduct. 

Singularity of the Dreams of the Hurons, a people of North A>ne- 
' rica y extra fied from the « Voyajeur Francois? lately fublijhed at 
Paris, by M. U Abbe de la Porte. 
T\ REAMS, fays, this author, form an eflential point cf the 
politics and religions of the Hurons. They place an impli- 
cit confidence in them. On tfye eve of a day of battle, they dp 
hot fail to recollect their dreams and to interpret them. They 
who have had bad dreams, withdraw, none blaming them for fp 
doing. This fuperftitious prejudice is very convenient to cow- 
ards, and is often fo much indulged, that their whole band of 
righting men very often difpafe. *Tis not the dreamer only that 
fetishes the obligations he imagines to be impofed on him, it 
would be a crime to refufe him what he defires in his dream. 
A Huron having obferved, fays our author, that a Frenchman 
had a better blanket to his bed than his own, afked bim for 
Jt in virtue of his dream. . The Frenchman delivered it to him 
directly, fure of having his revenge. In a few days after, pay- 
ing him a vifit, and feeing him in a fine fur,, he pretended he 
had dreamed of it, and the Huron unafked gave it to hinu This 
alternative of dreams lafted for fome time, but the Huron fir ft 
fired of it, as finding himfelf the greateftlofer, made the French- 
irian promife him they (hbuld dream no more of any thing 
belonging to each other.— But the following inftance of this 
their extravagance in dreaming isftiJl more extraordinary. 

A Huron having dreamed that the happinefs of his life depend- 
ed onthepoflefiion of a woman married io one of the rnoft con- 
fiderable of the Hamlet, made a demand of her. The hufband 

Slf w i£i ivcd in P cr/e & union > and their feparation was a fen- 
fibJe amotion to both. However, not daring to refufe him 

' ? ' ' 1 • they 
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fhcy psfrted. The deferted hufband entered jntcf a new Engage- 
ment, to take away all fufpicion that he (till hid any thoughts 
of his firft wife. 

Agaiuft Luxury. An Efay. 

-a r v t — i i--_s&evior arlnia 

Luxuria incubuit, vi&umque ulcifcitur orbem. 

Juveit. « 

**p HERE is no paradox in, political morality but ibme famous 
* authors have endeavoured to improve into fome degree of 
credit, by prefenting it under a fpacicus point of view. 

Even in our days fome writers of diftin&ion have advanced, 
riotwithftanding the remonftrances of reafon and experience, 
that luxury contributes to the fplendor of ftates, and is their 
fupport. 

This opinioH has been already refuted j fo that without here 
entering into long and argumentative difcfcffions, I (hall only 
offer fome refle&ions oh the fubjeclx 

To filence thofe who Will not allow luxury to be banilhed 
froth a well policed government, it is enough td give a pro- 
per difinition of it.— <AVhat then is luxury ? it is a Superflu- 
ous expence, an exceflive fumptuoufnefs, extending to whatever 
may flatter our tafte, our delicacy, and our pride."*— This di* 
fin *u ion is exact.— What man, a friend to the public once ad- 
miring it, will become the panegyrift of luxury r* 

Can it be denied that a flate^ wherein two-thirds and a half 
of the citizens live in extrem.e wretchednefs to pamper the of* 
tentatious pride of a firrall number of men, calkd happy, is not at 
the eve of its fail ? Such is the image of every monarchy and 
every republic* where luxury becomes the predominant paflion. 

Luxury, it is (aid, maintains manufactures, caufes commerce 
to flourifh, arid thus becomes a neceflary refourc© for the peo* 
pie of our cities. This I grant* but 1 anfwer with Roufieau, 
that c< luxury feeds a hundred poor in our cities, and deftroys 
a hundred thoufand in our country villages.*' 

Let us only vi fit fome of our commercial towns and cities : 
In them will be found an innumerable popiflace, who, to live 
in indigence, have deferted the fatal fields that gave them birth. 
In what then are this multitude of wretches bufied f from the 
riling to the fettjng of the fun, their labour and their fweat are 
employed in fabricating fome of the yaiaenVand moft futile or- 
naments of opulence. 

Ye, who prefent to my admiration thofe pearls of the fineft 
water, and thofe diamonds that adorn the heads and necks of our 
ladies, what an infimre number do you think of your like ha^e 
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teen facnficed to haughty luxury, by penetrating through a 
th oufand dangers to the depths of the fea, and into the bowels 
of the earth, in queft of thefe precious nothings ? 

The queens of Perfia diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraor- 
' dinary magnificence in their ctoaths. We read that they had 
provinces aligned them for furnifhing the various implements of 
their drefs. One of the provinces of the empire, was called the 
queen's girdle ; another her head-drefs ; another, her bracelet*. 
How many, more than Perfsan queens, have we now in the 
World, who not content with the produce of their own coun- 
try, would have both Indies ranfacked for fuperfluous orna- 
ments. 

When therefore will that Tex, which by external fhew feems 
fo much to affecl the empire of beauty, think of making it to 
confift in virtues, its only ornaments, and not in the pompous 
difplay of gold, filver and brilliant gems, whicfc have nothing 
better than vain opinion to enhance their value ? 

Would you know, fays Seneca, ** Whether there beany dff- 
order in the con ft i tut ion of a city or ftate ? fee if luxury reigns 
in it."— I ihall add to this thought, by defiring an enquiry so 
be made, whether all conditions are confounded in it ; whe- 
ther we can no more did inguifh the tradefman from the man of 
quality ; the lady from her tire-woman ; whether we do not 
meet with a general depravity in all the members of the body- 
politic ; whether all hearts feem not emafculated by exceftes 
aud delicacies of all kinds j whether the lawyer cannot treat 
you with the magnificence of a duke; whether a courtier, by 
being in place half a year cannot give a'truly royal banquet; 
whether noble lords, infatuated by apaflion for gaming, do 
not ruin their pofterity to the fixth generation ; and whe- 
ther military officers do not degrade themfelves by fe^king a 
life of voluptuous indolence, fuch even as a women would 
be awamed of ? 

Deplorable is the ftate that fhould know itfeTf in this pic- 
ture, or that knowing itfelf, mould not be feniible of the 
dancer it is in f- 

Unhappy will be the people, who are captivated with 
the love of conquefts, becaufe luxury and the corruption 
of manners, the necelTary conrequences of that paffton, 
will not fail to obtain an eafj admiflion among them ! 
full more unhajjpy will they be, if having great interefts and 
cdncerns to decide, they have none but a foldiery enervated 
fcy effeminate luxury to oppofe to -a fierce and hardy ene- 
my ! Did fuxury triumph, when the conteft for the empire 
•f the world was to be decided in tht plains of £harfalia> 

« Every 
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•< Every ufe of riches that hurts a letter ufe, Is luxtify. 
— This is a good principle and may be that of found mo- 
ralifts ; and 1 believe the partizans of fuperfluity will allow, 
that the ufe of riches which hurts a better ufe, is not' 
the more advifeable ; and if it hurts a juft thing, it is dif- 
honeft ; and if a neceflary thing, it is extravagant. . 

" Every ufe of riches that contributes to the comfort* 

and conveniences of life is. good." 1 admit arts and 

iciences ; I love rnufic, and the manly tehfe of theatrical 
exhibitions: But permit me to fay, that " Every uicof 
riches, which hurts my health or my virtue, is bad and 
this bad ufe is real luxury, 

1 will not aver, that it is a better a& to have an apartment 
gilt, than to give charity. Here I may appeal to the heart, 
believing that : companion is a natural ientrment, and a ivant 
of the foul, and that gilding is only a tafte. Now 1 , it is bet- 
ter to gratify a fentiment of the ioul than a tafte, and if I 
give the preference to the latter, I am in the wrong, becauf* 
my neighbour has reafon to complain if he lusters by it* 

I (hall always bp again ft the enemies of arts, becaufe aits 
by procuring conveniences procure alfo pleafure, which is 
a real good for an honeft man in this world ; Still would I 
not approve' the facriflcing of every thing to pteaiu&e» 
Happinefs is not pofitively any pleafure, at leaft that which 
is not entirely rational : Nature has not given us the mca- 
fure of ftrength which is necQuary for a lively and con- 
tinued pleafure ; our organs are tired, and it is this iaifitude 
that may be called fatiety, as well for the mind as for the 
ftomach. Who will fay that luxury does not iead te> 
fatiety ? 

I think that ^ great ftate is preferable to a froalltShe, when 
it is well governed ; and that the fovereign, whole tubje&s 
have more refources of wealth, may be happier than anbrJier: 
Yet, the more opulent fovereign (hould direc> the minds of 
his lubje&s toward ufeful expences, and not towards luxury ; 
all the officers of his ftate mould be reftrained within decent 
neceftaries, and thofe particularly among them" foould be* 
prohibited oftentation, whofc more immediate care it may 
be to be vigilant in concerting means for procuring the re- 
lief of the people. If their luxury is not vicious, and 
deferring the princes animadverfion,' alXideas are changed, 
there is no more morality. - . ; 

All the cjueftions on luxury, may ; therefore be re- 
duced to this one : — " What is the employment of rkkes 
which is tailed luxury It is their abufe, and this abufe 
may fometimes extend to fuperfluity, .an excels in apfrhLte 
- » perfo.n 
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perfon, and a real calamity in a ftate; fo that 6 very era- 
.pioyment of ricjies, is not the ufe of riches ; neither in the 
main is every fuperfluity an abufe. Morality and politic* 
will, I dare fay, fubferibe to thefe truths. 

— 1 i ? ' : ; r 1 ■■ 

To the Printer.of jthe POLITICAL REGISTER- 
SIR, 

VOU have here an account of a Tra£ lately ptibltfhed in 
* Holland, which may not be unintcreiHng to many of your 
Readers. It is written by M. de Harcn on the conduct of 
the Dutch at Japan. He indeavo.urs tojuftify them from the 
feveral reproaches and accufations laid to their charge, con- 

, cerning the bafe and unchriftan .manner they are iuppoied 
to have adopted for ruining the commerce of the Portu^ueze 
and eft abl ifhing their own in that country ; and he thews 
that they only availed themfelves of circumfiances, and 
fome times had recourfe to reprifals againft a nation with 
whom they were at war. But he does not touch upon theif 

> fupplanting the tnglifh by the fame infamous ftratagem. 
1 he quefton he examines, and which has been varioufly 
agitated, is, " whether the Japonefe require the Jefumt 
ot the Dutch, and whether they comply with that teft. The 
ceremony called the Jefumt js performed at Japan in thofe 
parts were there are any fufpeSed.Chriftahs. Commiflioners 
with a lift of the names of the inhabitants of all fcxes and 
ages, vifit fuccefsivelK every houfe with two Images, one 
reprefentnig a crucinx, and the other the virgin. Mary 6r 
any other iaint. 1 hey aftemble into a room all . the inha- 
bitants of the houfe and oblige them one after another to 
trample upon thefe images. Even children are not exempted. 
Their mother, or nurfe lead them along, place their feet, and 
hold them up by the arms. ' M, de Haren allures us, thai; no 
fuch teft in deteftation of Chriftanity, was ever exacted from 
the fervants of the Dutch Eaft India Company, nor WerC 
they ever eye witnefles but once of that ceremony, and this 
was occafioned in confluence of a fa£t recorded in the re* 
gifters of the factory of Nangazaqui. 

In 1.704, the governor lummened before him the chief of 
the Dutch fa&ory in order to proceed to the examination 
of fix ftrangers, who had. been laid under an arreft, and 
whofe language was not underftood* Two of them proyed 

: to be Hollander* ; one, a Flemming ; two Scotfmen ; and 
one an Englilhman. They had been made prifoners by the 
fpaniards, and having efcaped in a boat, were driven by 
chance on thecoaft of Japan. One of thexnfaid he was a 
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Proteftant, and the reft obferving the fatisfaftion this account 
gave the Dutch, did not hefitate to declare themfelves of 
the fame religion, The Japonefe who had made an exaft? 
inventory of their effects, were tineafy on finding a Catholic 
prayer book amongft them. The owner of the book pleaded 
anexcufe which was admitted. However the governor having 
them fearched again, a Urine of beads with a medal at the 
end reprefenting a faint, was found, to the great confirmation 
pf the Japonefe council, in the pocket of one of the two Hol- 
landers. This circumftance, equally alarming to the Dutch 
Fa&ory, drew bitter reproaches from the Japonefe on this 
man for not having made a difcovery of his beads on exa* 
mination ; but he, without being in the leaft difconcerted, 
anfwered only that he did not believe fuch a trifle was worth 
mentioning, becaufe indeed it was not properly a fet of beads, 
many of the grains being wanting ; and happily for him> h;e 
fhewed that he had made ufe of fome of them as buttons to 
his waiftcoat, where in fa& there appeared three of four, 
which greatly appeafed the Japonefe. 

Theie prifoners had a journal among their effe£b?, which 
belonged to one of the Hollanders. Being delivered to 
the Heads of the Factory to give an account of it, they 
difcovered by it that this Hollander was a Jealous Catholick, 
and that he prided himfelf in having converted two perfons 
to that religion. All of them would nave met with inevitable 
deftrudion, if they had made a declaration of what they had 
difcovered. They contented themfelves with faying, that 
none of the fix was a Prieft ; that one of the Hollanders had 
deferted, from Batavia, and that they claimed him to be 
fent back there and punifhed. The Japonefe Govenor <Rd 
not confine himfelf to this examination : He made a long 
recital of the perfecutions the Catholicks 'had fufrered, 
aiid of their refolutions to die rather than commit a facri- 
lege. Afterwards he orderd to be brought in the images that 
ferved for the Jefumi-teft, and told the prifoners they were ' to 
fpitxupon them with contempt, and trample oh them in an. 
indignant manner. They all did as they were defired, and 
being difmiued, were commanded on their peril to quit the 
country ouWrd Dutch mips and no other. In the* mean time 
^hey were put again under an ari-eft and a hurbf wood was 
built for them in which they were guarded by alt armed band. 
This hut was burnt as foon as they had left it,' but every night 
during their journey, they found anew oi*e winch was alftt 
burnt the next day, 

Tfie 
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n The refult of M. de Harens refcarchcs is, that the Dutch 
there dextrous and more prudent than the Portugueze, never 
concerned themfelves about the political affairs of the Em- 
pire of Japan, and availed themlelves of circumftances for 
gaining there a fettlement. They have ever fince, he fays 
maintained themfelves there alio by the fame prudential 
conduct, and by a lubmiflion to the laws, which forbid the 
preaching up of any religion contrary to the wor(hip authori- 
zed and followed in that empire. 

Parliamentary Proceedings in Ireland^ continued frzm page 2oi, 
. of our lafl number, 

Feb. il t 1772. 

A/TR. Cramer mentioned, that notwithstanding promife had 
4-V* been made that no penlions ihould be added to the lilt, 
yet feveral penfions had been ordered fince October laft, 
and made to commence, fome in January 1770, and fome in 
January, 1 77 1. 

Sir George Macartney replied, he fuppofed the honourable 
gentleman had been copying fome coffee-houfe lift, but 
that it was very common to antedate the commencement of 
the penfions, feveral months prior to the date of the King's 
letters to fuch perfons as merited fuch favour. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a commitee, (Major 
Sir John Jefferies in the chair) on the heads of a bill for 
regulating Mafons, Carpenters, Painters, &c. and preventing % 
combinations of the journeymen. The Bill being agreed to 
by the Houfe, Major Jefferies was ordered to wait upon the 
Lord Lieutenant with the fa id bill. The Houfe was then 
called over, and the defaulters ordered to be called over 
again on Monday next, and thofe who were not then prefent 
to be taken into cuftody of the ferjeant at arms. 

Mr. Barry Barry moved, that a lift of the Penfions granted 
. fince January 1 , 177 1, fhouid be laid before the Houie. This 
was agreed to. • 

Mr Flood moved to have the Patent for the New Com- 
miifioners of Excifc read to the Houfe, which was done. Mr. 
Maforj faid he thought there was fomethjng very particular 
indefiring die Excife Patent to be repeatedly read, and no 
n,otice taken of the Patent for the Cuftbm houfe Board. He 
therefore iBOved that it might be read alfo; which being 
agreed to, i$ was read accordingly. 

Mr. Cramer then moved that the former Patent for the 
laft Revenue-board might be read, to fee the extent of the 
powers in the different Patents, this was complied with. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Flood moved that the refolutions formerly agreed to, 
relative to the new Boards might be read, which was done. 

Mr. Solicitor General moved that the Lord Lieutenant's 
anfwer, when the relblution was laid before him, might be 
read, which was alio agreed to. 

Mr. Flood then .aroie, and laid, " he did not at prefent 
intend to enter into adiilutfion of the propriety or impro- 
priety of the meafure, that had been already fully and lufri- 
i iently defeated ; but the queftion then "properly before 
the Houfe, was, how they Ihouid vindicate the honour 
of that houfe, alfert its rights, and (hew a proper relent- 
mcnt for the contumely and intuit with which it was loaded. 
The advice of the Houfe of Commons, exprcifed in a refolu- 
tion, and laid folemnly before the reprefentative ofMajefly, 
was, that, feven Commitiioners had been found fufneient 
for the birfinefs of the Revenue. — Was not this an impli- 
cation, that more then feven would be more than fufficient ; 
and was not this (hewing the i'enic of the Houfe to be againft 
. this meafure, as unnecessary and burthenfome ? Yet the 
i-efolution of the Houfe had been mocked at, their advice 
flighted and die meafure caried into execution, in exprefs 
contradiction to the Commons of Ireland. Was it not 
eafy to perceive that the intention of the Miniftry was not 
only to throw contempt upon the Houfe, but even to make 
the people 'out of love with Parliament. The Commons are 
to give their advice, or not ; they are to interpofe when 
any ruinQui or ddftru&ivc meafure is on foot, or not to 
interpofe. It they are not advife, nor to interpofe then they 
„ are ufeleis ; they are only a mere mockery of Parliament. 
But if they advife, if they interpofe, and they are then 
fct at caught, what muft people think of the dignity and 
utility of parliaments, when they behold their advice and 
interpofition fexves only to bring down upon them, and to 
confirm the very evils which they deprecate. And people 
will fbon grow out of love with Parliaments, when they fee 
they arc made ufe of as a fword to wouud, not as a fhield 
to protect them. " tie then moved the Houfe to refblve, 
that this Houfe will difallow any expenccs, or contingent 
charges, or ialajie* which may be incujed by dividing the 
commiffioners of excife from the cornmifliopers of cuffcoms. 
and increaiing the number of Cpmmiflioners, contrary to 
the advife of this Houfe fjiewn in the refolutions which had 
been then read. 

Mr. Mafon (one of the new Comrniflionets) began with 
complaining that " on this occaiion ;he had been pointed out 
as a 4 peculiar object of obloquy, both within doors, and to 
the 'public without doon, as if he had been particularly 
10 F f culpable 
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culpable. Why (faid lie) is the Patent oF Excife parties 
larly animadverted on, and not put on the.footing of that 
of the Cuftoms ? Why is complaint made that the .Board of 
Exrife is taken from the Board of Cuftoms, and not that 
the Board of Cuftoms, taken from that of Excife ? When 
the refolution was made, that feven commiflioncrs had be<n 
found fufficient, it is plain that regarded only times paft, not 
the prefent time. Seven might have been a iufficient number 
in the year 1758, and yet not be fufficient now; therefore that 
refolution was onTy declarative of what bad been, and not 
of what was, and as it had been made a handle on the prefent 
cccafion he looked upon it as a difgrace to the Houfe. v 

' Lord Kildare , jealous of the honour of Parliament, and 
with anhoneft fpirit of patriotifm, which fo eminently diftin- 
cjuifhes that young nobleman, and worthy reprcfentative of 
l)ublin, took fire at this expreffion, and called Mr. Mafon 
to order. Mr. Mafon ftrove to extenuate the harihnefs of 
the exprcflion and then .went on thus : 

" The diftreftes of this nation have been frequently men- 
tioned in this houfe, and painted in very affecting colours. 
If this nation, is diftreffed, can any thing be more agreeable 
to true policy and tendernefs in government,* than to itrive to 
relieve that diftrefs, by a proper collection of the eftablifhcd 
revenues, rather than burthen the publick with new taxes. It 
is notorious that all has not been made of the revenues which 
might have been made ; and his Majefty wifely thought that 
the beft refource was by this mcafure to regulate the mode of 
collecting the revenues, that the whole of its produce might 
be brought into the Treafury , and fully applied to the exi - 
gencies of government. — Gentlemen talk of the great increafe 
of expence this mcafure will introduce, but they forget furely 
that all the expences of collecting and managing the excife 
and cuftoms mult be taken from the produce of the revenues 
and not from any appropriated fund." 

Mr. Cramer replied, that " even allowing the whole of 
the Gentlemen's argument, it proved nothing ; for, if the 
charge of collecting the revenue was thus enormoufly cn- 
created, yet, though that charge was taken from the pro- 
duce of the revenue, the neat remains would be thereby 
proportionably leflened." 

Sir Edward Newnham fpoke next. He faid " from an 
experience of twelve years in the revenue, he averred that 
five commiflioners only were fufficient to do even more bu- 
finefs than they have ever yet had to do. — That he looked 
upon this mcafure 'to be adopted only with the intention 6f 

procuring an undue influence by the multiplication of offices, 

.»«.-•• •» • and 
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and consequently of dependants on the will of the miniftry- 
That for that reafon, he mould always be againft it, and 
hoped every gentlemen there would join with him. That 
as levcral members had offended their condiments by their 
parliamentary conduct, now was the time to regain their 
affecYion, by oppoling this meafure, and thereby demonftra- 
ting that any former offence they might have given, arofe 
only from error and miftakc, not from principle;" 

Mr. Flood was then called upon to know whether the re- 
folution he had propofed ftood fingly, or was only prepara- 
tive to foiue other which where to follow. He replied, that 
for his part, he had no other motion to make, nor did he 
know of any other. Counfellor Hcllen in a very long 
. fpeech, fnoke to the legality of the meafure, and that there- 
in, the King had done nothing but what he was empowered 
to do by feveral A&s of Parliament ; but did not touch in 
the leaft on the propriety or expediency of it. 

Mr. Lodge Morris replied, u that imny things might 
be ftri&ly and literally legal, which were nevcrthclcfs very 
inexpedient and highly improper. The Crown in the fir ft 
inftance, from ignorance, or milinformation of tjie real 
ftate of this nation, might in this meafure intend well. But 
whoever advifed it to be carried into execution was highly 
criminal, fmce it was concluded not only without afking the 
advice of this houfc, but even contrary to the folemn ad^ 
Vice it had given.'* 

Mr. Prime Serjeant urged, " that this rjfolution was 
not only improper, but even illegal, as it was contrary to 
exnreis Acts of Parliament, which orders the chief gover- 
nor and the commiflioners to pay all officers falaries out of 
the revenues.' 1 — And the feveral claufes refpe&ing them 
were read to the houfc. 

Mr. Ogle fpoke very forcibly againft the meafure. He 
faid, " that in this cale, there was a great reicmblance to 
feveral felons, who by taking care to leulk behind the {hrict 
letter of the law, did not care what wickednefs they com- 
mitted, if they could by a flaw in an indictment or any 
law quirk efcape with impunity. That Jic was not afraid 
to declare, that whoever it was that advifed this meafure, 
he was an enemy to the king, and a traitor to this king- 
dom. That we had here men who were minifters, indeed, 
but he was fure they were not minifters of grace." 

Mr. Flood rofc again, and told the houfq, that (incc h« 
found his motion laboured under feme difficulties, he woqld 
withdraw it, and in' its placfi would iubllitute another, which 
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he could not conceive was liable to any objection. He then 
moved the Mouie to come to this resolution. 

«« Refalvcd," that this Houfc will make no alterations ia 
the revenue laws, which mail tend to give effect to the di- 
viding the board of Excifc from the board of Cuftoirs, and 
the multiplying of commiflioners, contradictory to the ad- 
vice of this" Houfe, fhewn in the refoiution which had been 
then read/' 

Mr. Malone faid, ( this refoiution was very nugatory; 
for, if a negative mould be put upon it, it would then imply 
that this Houfe would make alterations in the Revenue Laws* 
that mould tend to give iuch effect." 

*Mr. Fiood then amended his motion thus : — " That 
this Houfe will refufe their confent to any law that fhall 
fend, kc. ' 

While this amendment was inferting in the motion, the 
riuniftciial cabal were whifpering together; and Mr. Malbn 
having got his cue, moved to amend the refoiution, by in- 
ferting between the word law and the word that, thefe words, 
However beneficial they may appear to the public fervice. 
He then Owned, that this amendment would throw abfur- 
dity on the whole refoiution, and that if it was carried, 
he intended a further amendment, by omiting all the remain- 
der of the refoiution. 

This low chicane, this infamous method of deftroying a 
refoiution, by a contradictory amendment did not efcapc 
the fevere and fpirited animadverlions of Mr. Ogle. — Mr. 
Mafod replied with feme warmth, and was as warmly an~ 
fwered by Mr. Ogle. Mr. Flood fpoke very forcibly a- 
gainit the amendment. — Mr. Malone laid, " thnt the worlt 
that could be laid, was that the crown had not followed the 
advice the Houfe had given : that there was no obligation 
on the clown always to follow fuch advice as might be given. 
That the crown had by the conftitution a negative voice in 
every bill brought for the Royal Alfent ; — that when the 
Royal Allent is refufed ; it is certainly going a^ainft the 
advice of both lords and commons, cxpreffed by thehill which 
is prefented. That this had been done ; and that the com- 
mons have refufed their affent to bills fent down from the 
lords, and the lords have done the fame by bills fent up from 
the commons ; in every one of which instances there was an 
acting againil advice folemnly given." 

Mr. Hood replied to Mr. Malone; and then Mr. Conolly 
rofe, and faid, 11 that though he mould ever oppolc the crea- 
tion of new offices, and the mcreafe of national expence, yet, 
as the appointments were now made, he of opinion they 
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ought to be provided for. But that he fhould be, very glad that 
a-11 commimoncrs of excife and cuftonrc mould be made incapable 
of fitting in the houfe, as they are in Great Britain. 

Mr* Scott 44 hoped gentlemen would not fufTer themfelves 
to be captivated with the eloquence of the .gentlemen, who 
moved for this refolution* but rather would confide r rhe advice 
than the abilities of the advifer." 

Mr. Barry Barry faid, " that the advice of this hou& was 
held fo facred in the affair of the augmentation bill, that royal 
prerogative gave way to it.'* 

Sir Thomas Butler ipoke againil the moition 5 he urged 
«* that the meafures fo much condemned, would be found very 
falufiary, and have good «ffecls, that it would encreafe the re- 
venue fo much, that he dared to anfwer {he comm jflionei s would 
readily forego their falaries, to have fee u red to them only the 
half of the encreafed revenue in confequence of this meafure" 

Mr. Ponfonby declared, " that he was of a contrary opinion j 
was very confident this new meafure would be attended with 
an additional expence, which would prove greater than could 
be borne." 

Mr* Fitzgibbons fpoke for the refokition, and Sir George 
Macartney againft it : and that the prefent inferior officers 
were not fu&ciemly numerous to collecl; the revenue as it 
ought to be colledicd. 

Mj. Ponfonby denied this aflertion, and declared there 1? 
no need of an increafe— - Mr. Le Hunt fpoke next in. favour 
the motion, and Sir George Macartney. ailL-r ted, that the ex- 
parts of this laft year had exceeded thoie of the preceding, to 
tbeamount of 400,000!. therefore OK>re officers were wanting. 
Mr. Rowley fpoke againft the amendment ; after which Mr. 
Flood and Sir George Macartney, had ibme iarcaftic altercati- 
ons with eacjh other^ which were put an end to, by fame hu- 
nioreus expreifions of Mr. Scott, and then the queftion being 
put, for receiving Mr. Mafon's amendment, and the.Houfe di- 
viding— .-there were told, N 
For tlie amendment, 107 
A&ainit the Amendment, 117 

Majority 2 o 

The Provoft then arofe, and propofed to poftpone the deci- 
fion of the main quelrfoq^ and colonel 'Burton oppofed him, 
and uiged it to be put direclly, and it being #ut, the Ho«fe>iii- 
vided, and there were told. 

For the Refolution, 1 19 

Againft it, I07 

Majority 12 



Digitized by Google 



( Hi ) 

It was now pad ten o'clock at night; and the debate had cbffJ 
tinued near eight hours without intermiffion ; yet late as it therf 
was, Mr. Barry Barry rofe to make a motion : he faid, " It had 
been the conftant cuttom of parliaments to inflict punifhments 
on their own members when they had offended the Houfe ; and 
that punifhment was, either fufpenfion* confinement, of expul- 
fion." (He then read feveral precedents out of the journals of 
the houfe.) " That for his part, whenever the dignity of the 
houfe demanded to beafferted, hcfhould ever be ready to ftana 
forth to defend it, and punifh every infult upon it ; but at the 
fame time he ihould ever incline to lenity, and wifli to punifli 
in the moft merciful manner : at prefent the confequence of the* 
houfe ought to be maintained, fome of its members had been 
guilty of an high mifdemeanor, in contempt of «he houfe, and 
tor example to others, ought not to go unpunilhcd ; he woulcj 
therefore move the houfe, that fuch members of the houfe who 
have accepted commiflions at the new board of excife, con- 
trary to the folemn refolution of the houfe againft that raeafure, 
may, for fuch contempt be fufpended from fitting in this houfe 
during the time they fliall act under fuch commiflions. 

L. Kildare defired thatthe members meant in this motion (Sir 
William Ofborne, Mr. Mafon, Mr. Waller^ and Mr. Mont- 
gomery,) might withdraw while the debate continued. This 
was ftrongly oppofed by the Prime Serjeant, who fpoke to order. 
*' He faid, that when any member of that houfe was accufed 
of any crime or mifdemeanor, it was the conftant practice for 
him to have notice of it from the member, who moved againft 
him, that on fuch a day, he would move the houfe againft him, 
that he might have time to prepare for his defence ; as the moft 
innocent perfon could not always be ready to defend himfelf at 
a moment's warning againft a concerted attack. 

Lord Kildare replied to Mr. Prime Serjeant, and colonel Bur- 
ton faid, he thought fome diftinclion ought to be made between 
thofe who were abfolutely new commilfioners, and thofe who 
being in the former commiflions, were ccntinued in this. 
There was one gentleman (Sir William Ofborne) who could 
not be faid to be any way culpable j and he thought the indig- 
nation of the houfe mould be rather directed againft the ad- 
vifers of thismeafure, than thofe who had accepted the places. 

Colonel Brown rofe up to tell a ftory, when a great army of 
$he Ruffians attacked the king of Pruflia, they were beat, but 
the Prufian monarch, not content with one victory, followed 
the routed Ruffians, and attempted another, but met with a 
found thrafhing. 

Mr. Flood faid, that he did not think any diftin&ion ought 
to be made between the old and new commiifioners, fince all 
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who were included in the new patent for the Excife were equally 
capable in accepting places which they knew were obnoxious 

to the houfe. 

Mr. Talbot and Mr. Bujhe replied to Mr. Flood, and were 
anlwtrrd by Mr. Barry Barry, Sir Thomas Butler then rofe 
in behalf of the commiflioncrs, and urged that they had not 
fhewn any contempt of thehoufe, as they accepted their places 
before the rcfolutions were taken againft them. 

Counlellor Shell fpoke on the lame fide. Mr. Mafon 

(whofe countenance was greatly altered from that alertnefs and 
fitisfa&ion he fhewed the preceeding Tuefday, while he was 
flapping about the houfe, and exultingly receiving the con* 
gratujations of his friends during the reading of the patent) then 
arofe, and fpoke in his own defence, and was anfwered by 
Isxd Kildare. The Prime Serjeant ftrarned every nerve to ex- 
culpate the commiflioncrs, and averred, they had not offended 
any law of the land or rule of parliament, as the houfe had not 
puffed any vote, that no member of it fliould accept of any fuch 
fylace. 

The fpeaker then afked of the houfe, whether on putting 
the queftion the gentlemen who were the objects of it were td 
be allowed to vote ? Mr. Malone urged, that they were; and 
then Mr- HufTey arofe, and with his ufual eloquence, recapi- 
tulated every argument that had been ufed in the defence of the 
guilty members. Their being prefent in the houfe while the 
former debates were carrying on this queftion, was a fufficient 
notification to them of the fenfe of the houfe ; and rendered 
them as culpable as a formal vote would have done. Mr. Scot 
replied, and was anfwered by Mr. Flood. Mr. Barry Barry 
then, as it was late, offered to withdraw his morion to another 
opportunity. But the Attorney General oppofed it, and would 
have the affair decided at prefent. Mr. Talbot urged the fame, 
and Mr. Malone hoped that the queftion might not even ap- 
pear in the journals of thehoufe. Mr. Burke, jun. then fpoke 
in his ufual way. Sir William Ofborne, Mr. Waller and Mr. 
Mafon federally fpoke in defence of themfelves, and for the im- 
mediate decifion. Mr. Flood, Mr. Barry Barry, and Lord 
Kildare iniifted on having a fuller hearing of this matter. And 
the queftion was put whether Mr. Barry might have leave to 
withdraw his motion, and carried in the negative without a 
divifion. The main queftion was then put, and alfo carried 
in the negative without any divifion ; and the houfe adjourned 
till Thurfday , it being then within four minutes of one o'clock 
In the morning. 

Thurfday^ Feb. 13. 
The houfe being met according to adjournment, from: 

Tuefiiay 
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Tuefiiay, ft refoIVed itfelf into a committee. Sir Charle 
Bingham in the chair, to take into confnieration heads of a biJ 
for permitting papifts to take long leafes of ground fur building 
fooufes, in cities and corporate towns. After fome time fpent 
therein, the fpeaker took the chair, and Sir Charles Bingham 
reported, that the committees bad made fo ne progrefs, and 
*egged they might have leave to ht again to-morrow, which 
was granted, and the* houfe adjourned. 

Friday \ Feb. 14. 
The committee of the whole hou ft (at again on the papift 
leafe bill, and having made a further progrefs, are to fit again on 
'Tuefday next. ( Many arguments were ufed pro and con thefc 
two laft days, bursas they will all be recapitulated, when the 
bill has -paved the committee, and comes before the houfe, and 
the whole taken in one point of view, they will come with mote 
propriety in our account of that day's proceedings,] 

The Ipeaker having refumed the chair, the order of laft De- 
cember was read for the going into a grand committee of courts 
of juftice, to take under confederation the complaint made a»- 
gainft Judge Robinfon, for having laid a fine of three hundred 
pounds on the county of Armagh at large, for a piece of road 
in a particular barony being unrepaired. This order was, ho w- 
-ever, fet aftde by the.queftion being put, and carried for ad* 
joumment ; and the houfe accordingly adjourned till to-mor- 
row* 

Saturday > Feb. 15. 
Advice-having been received of the death of her Royal High- 
«efs *he Prineefe Dowager of Wales, the houfe of Commons 
•took theearheft opportunity of exprtfling their duty to his Ma- 
jefty, and condoling with h*s. domeftic grief, by appointing a 
committee to prepare an addrefs of condolence on this melan- 
choly occ a ft on. 

The houfe nefolved into a committee, Mr. firabazon Pofon- 
by in the chair, to take into confide ration heads of a bill con- 
cerning fines and leafes of biihop's lands, for thebetterimprove- 
«ent and culcivBtion (thereof. After fome time fpent therein, 
the fpeaker took theehair,>and leave was given for the commit- 
tee tofitagain. 

The commit tec to whom the propagation of an addrefs had 
been confided, brought it in and it was read by the Speaker. 
Irwas then read. at' the rtabJe^by the clerk ,firft at length, and 
afterwards paragraph by paragraph, which were (eve rally 
agreed to -without any amendment. The i raembcrs who were 
of the Hon. Privy Counfel were ordered to wait on the Lord 
Lieutenant to know when it would be his Excellency's plea - 
fore to bcatteifded on by the whole houfe, with the Spcakei 
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at their head with the Commons addrefs fp-jiis Majefty j and 
then the houfe adjourned to Monday. . lt 

Monday, Feb. 24. !v . { , .*, -.• ,jj 

The Houfe refolved itfcJf into a Committee,, to take in tq 
Configuration the ftate of the nation (Mr* Ogle in the chair) 
Mr. HulTey fpoke a confiderable ti;ne on the great inereafe of 
the national debt, and of our national eXpence, fttll much en- 
hanced by fuperfluous offices, and unneceifory charges ; taking 
notice, that the extraordinary expences of the moft extrava- 
gantly expenfive feflions,are made regularly the bafis of eft i mates 
ior the next ftffions. He did not point out any particular 
means of redrefs, or make any motion, leaving that, to other 
gentleman on a fuller di/cufiion of this bufinefc, .which is ad- 
journed to next Wednefday. •* 

The Houfe then wen; into a Committee pn the Papift 
leafebiil (Sir Charles Bingham in the chair.) Mr. Cramer 
moved to add a provifo, " excepting that part of the. town* of 
Belturbet, which beiongcth to the corporation thereof. u In 
fupport of this, he Lid, By the charter of that town, no' 
paptft was to be permitted to rdide in the town, and hoped 
gentlemen would notannul.the charter of a corporation by 
palling the bill. This was oppofed; and Mr, Scott \thought 
it would be furhclem to fay, " faving the rights of the charter 
of Belturbet." Colonel Brown was of opinion there was no oc- 
caftcm for this exception ; for if the inhabitants of Belturbet 
did not like papifh, they -had nothing to do but avoid giving 
them building leafes. The Committee divided, and there 
were found; Ayes for the provifo, 59 Noes againft it 57; 

The ill fuccefs of this motion did not deter Mr, Adderly 
from moving for the like provifo for the truly Prouftant town 
ofBandon, the only town in Ireland wherein Papifts are not 
permitted to dwell. He faid, 46 the town of Bandon had often 
iufTered by the bloody ptrfecution of the papifts ; that our an- 
ceftors had wifely entered into rules in that town, not to ad- 
mit papifts to reftde there, as they had bten fo cruelly ufed by 
men of that perfuafion. That Bandon had been the only place 
of refuge for the protefhnts of that part of the country during 
the wars in King William's time. 

Mr. Mafon faid, this provifo was alio quite unneccflary % (ot 
no paptft in his fenfes would ever think of venturing to fettle 
there, or to build in Bondon 5 for, that as the citizens or 
Bandon hid alwavs fuch a diftike to them, (he papifts would 
not trouble them. 

Mr. Adderly replied to him, and Sir Edward Newenhain 
faid, bethought it the more neceflary^ fmce if the Bill fhould 
pafs, without fuch a provifo, papifts vfoidd go there in fwarms 
jo Gg 
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out of choice, to remove the fcandal they had lain under of not 
being admitted there. Bandon would be the firft place they 
would endeavour to eftablifh themfelves in ; but they always 
beheld that truly proteftant town with a jealous eye ; and 
though he was totally againft opprefling any man or fet of men 
for their religious principles, he would never give a vote to- 
wards allowing the papifts to, have any power over the elec- 
tions of members of parliament, or magistrates of towns cor- 
porate. 

The Houfe divided on this queftion, and there were told ; 
Ayes, for the provifo, 57 j Noes, againft it, 55. 

The feveral paragraphs of thefe heads of a bill, having been 
feverafly gone through, and agreed to in this and the former 
fittings of the Committee, the preamble was read, which runs 
thus : 

«« Whereas it may contribute to the benefit of the nation, 

the encreafe of trade, &c. Sec- 
Mr. Lehunte moved the Committee to amend the provifo, 

by adding after the word to the words <4 encourage the further 

growth of popery j" which he faid he was fully convinced it 

would do. 

The Committee divided on this motion, and there were 
found : for the amendment, 58 ; againft it, 57. 

Mr. Mafon then arofe, and faid, •* He did not yet difpair 
of the fuccefs of the bill, which he looked upon as a very 
good and very ufeful one ; for it would lie in the breaft of the 
houfe, when thefe heads of the bill came before it, to expunge 
thefe words now added to the preamble \ but the hopes of Mr* 
Mafon, and the other favourers of the bill were effe&ually 
ftifled by Colonel Gifboume, who faid he hoped the committee 
would not prcfent any bill to the houfe, the preamble of 
which declared it was to contribute to the further growth of 
popery, therefore he moved that the chairman fhould then 
leave the chair." Mr. Hamilton then fpokeftrongly in favour 
of the bill, and a debate continued near an hour with a repeti- 
tion of arguments already mentioned, and in hopes to prevail 
on Colonel Gilbaurne to withdraw his motion, but he perfifted 
in it, and when it was put, there were found ; for the chair- 
man's leaving the chair, 58 ; againft it, 55. 

Thus the chairman not being authorized by the committee 
to make any report of its proceedings tp the houfe, this bill is 
totally loft, nor can be any way revived this felfion of par- 
liament. — 

Tucfday, Feb.2$. The grand Handing committee of courts 
©f juftice fat this day (Mr. Burgh in the chair) to take into 
confideration the petition of the freeholders of the county of 

Armagh, 
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Armagh, complaining againft Mr. Juftice Chriftophcr Robin" 
fon, for having laid a fine on the county for not repairing a 
piece of road. 

Some motions were made for refo!utions, and divers amend- 
roents propofed, none of which came to any iflue, from the de- 
bates taking a particular turn. 

John Ford, Efq ; Clerk and Regifter to Judge Robinibn, 
was examined at the table, relative to what grounds the Judge 
went upon in laying this fine. It appeared that the Ian cir- 
cuit but one, a part of the road was in a very bad condition 
which the Judge faw ; and that on going this laft circuit, his 
Clerk told him it was then in a ten times worfe condition 
than before, and therefore the Judge turnMoff, and went round 
about to Armagh by another road ; and that when at the ai- 
fizes, he made a rule for laying a fine on the County, and 
that fine had been eftreated in the Exchequer. 

The friends of Mr. Juftice, urged, that having feen the 
condition flf the road a* year before, and being informed that 
it had not been yet any wile repaired, he had fufTicient 
grounds to levy a fine. 

On the other hand it was afferted (particularly by Mr. 
Prime Serjeant) that it was an arbitrary and illegal fine, for 
it was not founded upon either vieiv or isgal information, fince 
the Judge had not feen the road that year, nor had legal 
evidence of its prefent condition ; for furely a private con- 
verfation between him and his clerk was not evidence upon 
oath, without which no fine can be legally levied. 

Altho' Mr. Juftice had been informed of this fitting of 
the committee, he neither appeared himfelf, nor any perfon 
for him ; therefore when foroe of his friends faid it would be 
cruel to proceed in any cenfurc of him unheard ; moved, and 
that the further confiaeration of this affair might be poftponed 
till next Friday) Mr, Flood moved " that the clerk of the 
committee ihould acquaint Mr. Juftice Robinfon, that on 
Friday next, this cafe would be again under confideration, 
and the committee would receive any evidence that he might 
offer in proof that he had view, or legal evidence to go upon. 
Adding, that if he then failed to attend, either in perfon, or 
any one jelle , his filenoe might be taken as admitting that he 
had no legal evidence. This was agreed to, and the Chair- 
man left the chai r. 

Previous to the doling of the debate, Mr. Speaker recom- 
mended to the members, to turn in their minds againft next 
Friday, a frequent procedure of the judges, in fining members 
of that houfe for not ferving on juries, when the houie was 
a&yfclly fitting, and jheir duty to their country required their 

G § 2 preience 
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prefcnoe therein ; under pretence that np legal evidence had 
been offeree! of their being members, 

Wcdnefday , Feb. 26. 
^ committee pf tlie whc/le boute (Mr. French in the chair) 
fat ana made fomc progress on the heads of a bill for rege- 
lating elections of members of parliament, and are to fit again 
to morrow. 

When the Speaker had taken the chair, the order for the 
hou'x to refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole houfe to 
rake into confide ration the ftate of the nation, was read and 
dilcharged, and the committee is to fit next week. Some 
petitions to be included in the Infolveirt act were read, and 
then the houfe adjourned. 

Thurfday y Feb. 27. 

The committee of the whole !>oufe on the election bill fat. 
again, made a farther progfefs, and are to fit again to 
morrow. 

Several new petitions were received from perfons praying 
to be included in the Jnfolvent act and then the houfe ' ad- 
journed. 

■ ■■ 1—^1 11 1— . ii! 1 1| » . ■ ... 1 I I I ■ 

Jn Afi for the better regulating the fkture Marriages of the 
Royal Family. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign^ 
"1X7 HERE AS your Majefty, from your paternal af- 
™ fection to your own family, and from your royal con- 
• cerh for the future wellfare of your people, and the honour 1 
and dignity of your crown, was graciou fly pleated to re- 
commend to your parliament, to take into their fcrious con- 
federation, whether it might not be wife and expedient to 
fupply the defect of the laws now in being, and by fome 
riew/jprovifions, more effectually to guard the defendants of 
his late Majefty King George the Second (other than the 
ifiue of Princefles who have married, or may hereafter marry, 
into foreign families) from marrying without the approba- 
tion of your Majefty, your heirs or iuccelibr*, firft had and 
obtained : 

We have taken this weighty matter into our ferious con- 
federation, and being feniible that marriages in the Royal 
Family are of the higheft importance to the (late, and tnat 
therefore the Kings of this realm have ever been intrufted 
with the care and approbation therefore; and being tho- 
roughly convinced of the wifdom and expediency 0? what 
your Majefty has thought fit to recommend upon this 
'occafion. < . * 
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Wc, your Majefty*s moll, dutiful and loyal fubjects, the'- 
Lords fpi ritual and temporal, and Commons, in this prcfent 
parliament allemblcd/do humbly beieech your Majefty that 
it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by the king's raoft ex- 
cellent Majcfty, by and with the advice and confent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
fer! Parliament aflembied, and by the authority of the ; 
fame, that no defcendant of the body of his late Ma-« 
jeftv King George the Second, being the grand children 
ami preemptive heirs of the reigning King, male or fe- 
male (other than the hTne of Princelfes who have married,; 
or may hereafter marry, into foreign families) fhall be 
capable of contracting matrimony, without previous con- 
fent of his Majcfty, his heirs or iucceifors, .fignified under 
his or their iign manual, and declared in council (which 
confent, the better to prelerve the memory thereof, is here- 
by directed to be fet out in the licence and rcgifler of 
.narriage, and to be entered in the books of the privy coun- 
cil) and that every marriage, or matrimonial contract, of 
any fuch defcendant, without fuch confent firft had and 
obtained, (hall be null and void, to ail intents and pur- 
pofes whatfoever. 

Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority a- 
forefaid, that in cafe any fuch defcendant of the body of his 
late Majefty King George the Second, being above the age 
of twenty-five years, mall perlift in his, or her refolutionj 
to contract a marriage, dilapproved of, or diiiented from, 
by the King, his heirs or fucceffors, that then fuch defcen* 
dant, upon giving notice to the King's Privy Council* which 
notice is hereby directed to be entered in the books thereof, 
may, at any time, from the expiration of twelve calendar 
months after fuch notice given to the Privy Council afore* 
faid, contract fuch marriage ; and his or hex marriage^ with 
the perfon before propofea and rejected, may be duly folem- 
nized, and fhall be gopd, without the previous confent x>f 
his Majefty, his heirs or fucceflbrs, as if this act had never 
been made, nnlefs both Houfes of Parliament fhall, before 
the expiration of twelve months, exprefily declare their 
difapprobation of fucti intended marriage. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that 
every perfon who fhall knowingly, or willfully, prefume te 
folemmze, or to aflift, or, be prefent, at the celebration of 
any* marriage with any fuch defcendant, or at his, or her, 
fnaking any matrimonial contract, without fuch confent as 
aforefaid, firft had and obtained, except in the cafes above T 
mentioned $ fhall bo duly convicted thereof, incur and fufFer 
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-the pains and penalties ordained and provided by the ftatute of 
provmons and praemunire, made in the fixteemh year of the 
reign of Richard the fecond. 

" 1 ■ 1 1 .... — 
Die Marti s % 3 0 Marti) 1772. 

The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
bill intkled an act for the better regulating the future marriages 
of the royal family, and for the lords to be fummoned, 

Thefaid bill was accordingly read the third time. 

Propofed that the faid bill do pafs, which being obje&ed to 
after long debate, 

The queftion was put, whether this bill fhall paty. 

It was refolved in the affirmative. 

Contents 69 1 
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Dijfentient, 

I ft. Becaufe we think the declaratory principle in the pre- 
amble of the bill, to be without foundation in law, fin the ex- 
tent there dated) to be unneceuary for the avowed purpofes 
of the bill, and likely to be attended with very dangerous confe- 
rences, as that preamble does aflcrt, <i that we are fenfible 
* c that marriages in the royal family are of the higheft importance 
€€ to the ftate, and that therefore the kings of this realm have 
" ever been entrufted with the care and approbation thereof " 

The maxim here laid down, 4< that becaufe marriages of the 
royal family are of the higheft importance to the ftate, they are 
therefore entrufted to the kings of this realm, " is founded on a 
doctrine abfurd and unconftitutional ; but which hereafter will 
have the force of a parliamentary declaration of law, the im- 
mediate tendency of which is to create as many prerogatives 
in the crown, as there are matters of importance in the ftate, 
2nd indeed to extend them in a manner as vague and excep- 
tionable as had ever been done in the worft and moft defpotic 
periods in the hiftory of this nation ; and we apprehend that 
fome future, and even more dangerous ufe may be made of this 
preamble, as it is much more extenfive than is neceflary for 
any purpofe avowed in the bill. 

idly, Becaufe this declaratory preamble feems to iuftiry the 
words which his majefty has been advifed, (we think very im- 
properly J to ufe in his meflage to his parliament, whereby a 
prerogative is aflumed in an extent for which nine of his judges, 
in their unanimous opinion, delivered to this houfe, do not find 
any authority. 

3dly, Becaufe the term Royal family being general, and not 

Qualified 
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quallHed by the exception of " the iflue of prince iTes married 
into foreign families," fcems to carry (very idly as we appre- 
hend) the royal prerogative beyond thejurifdi£tion of the crown 
of Great Britain ; can therefore as applied in the preamble, be 
warranted by no law, and is indeed contrary te common fcnfc, 

4-thly, Becaufe, if this parliamentary declaration of law can- 
operate in any degree, as a retrofpedl, fan operation againit 
which we have no fecurity by any thing contained in the bill), 
it is pernicious and unjuftj if it can have no fuch retrofpect, 
(as wasafferted in argument by the friends of the bill), it is then * N 
at beft frivolous and unneceiTary. 

5thly, Becaufe the enacting part of the bill has an inconve- 
nient and impolitic extent, namely to to all defcendanu of 
George the fecond. Irt courfe of time that defcription may become, 
very general, and comprehend a great number of people, and 
we conceive it would be an intolerable grievance, that the 
marriages of fo many fubje&s, perhaps difperfed among the va- 
rious ranks of civil life, fhould be fubjecl to the rcftridtions of 
this ac^ efpecially as it has been aiferted in argument, and er- 
deavotired to be maintained by the authority of the grand opi- 
nion given by the judges in the year 17 17, that the care and 
approbation of the marriage includes the education and cufto- 
dy of the perfon. We fear that this cxtenfive power would 
come in time to make mariy of the firft families in the king- 
dom totally dependant on the crown, and wo therefore lament 
that the endeavours foearneftly ufed in the committee, in ibme 
degree to limit the generality of that defcription, were not fuf- 
fered to take efre&. 

6th ly, Becaufe as the line is too large, with regard to the 
defcription of the royal family, fo we think th?t the time of 
nonage for that family is alfo improperly extended* 

We conceive that the age of twenty-one years is that limit, 
which the laws of this country, and the fpirtt of the conftitu- 
tion have with great wifdom given to minority. It fcems in-, 
decent to the royal family to fuppofe they will not bo* arrived 
at the age of difcretion as foon, as the loweft fubjecVof the 
realm ; and cannot conceive but they may be as capable of, 
chufing a wife at the age of twenty-one, as of being entrufted 
with the regency of the kingdom, of which by law they are 
at that age capable. We alfo conceive that the deferring their 
age of majority at to marriage till twenty -fix, is impolitic and 
dangerous, as it may tend to drive them into a diforderly 
courfe of life, which ought the more to be guarded againft iq 
men of high rank, as the influence of their example is themoft 
forcible and extenfive. 

7thry, Becatifc the power given by this bill, to a prince to 
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marry after the age of twenty fix, having fir ft entered in the 
books of the privy council his intention ib to do, for twelve 
calendar months, is totally defeated by the fubfequent provifo, 
M Unlefs both houfes of parliament (hall, before the expiration 
16 of the faid twelve months, exprcfsly declare their difaproba- 
** tion of fuch intended marriage." 

We think this provifo lays great difficulties on future parlia- 
ments, as their filence in fuch a cafe, muft exprefs a condem- 
nation of the King's refufal, and this concurrence with fuch re- 
fafal may prove a perpetual prohibition from marriage, to the 
perfon concerned.' 

We conceive the right of conferring a difcretionary power 
of prohibiting all marriages (whether veiled in the crown alone, 
as intended by the mefTage, or in the manner now enacted by 
the bill) to be above the reach of any legiflature, as contrary to 
the original inherent rights of human nature # . which as thoy 
are not derived from, or held under civil laws, by no civ& 
laws whatfoever can he taken away, Wp freely allow that the 
legiflature has a power of preferring rules, to marriage, 96 w,e)l 
as to every other fpecies of contract, but there is an eflential 
and eternal difference, between regulating the mode in which 
aright may be enjoyed, andeftablifbing a principle which may 
tend entirely to annihilate that right. To difablca man dur- 
ing his whole life, from contracting marriage, or what is tan- 
tamount, to make his power of contracting fuch marriage, de- 
pendant neither on his own choice, nor upon any fixed rule 
of law, but on the arbitary will of any man, or fet of men, is 
exceeding ths power permitted by the d ivinc providence to hu- 
nun legiflators : It is directly againft the earlieft command, 
given by God to mankind, contrary to the right of domeftic 
focicty and comfort, and to the defire of lawful pofterity, the 
firft and beft of the in fti nets planted in us by the author of our 
nature, and utterly incompatible with all religion, natural and 
revealed, and therefore a mere act of power, |uviog neither the 
nature nor obligation of law, 

8thly, Becaufe we conceive this bill to be pregnant, with 
civil difcord and confufion ; it has a natural tendency to pro- 
duce a difputed title to the crown. If thofe who may be ef- 
fected by it, are in power, they will eafiiy procure a repeal of 
this act, and the confirmation of a marriage made contrary to 
it ; and if they are not, it will at leaft be the fource of themoft 
dangerous party, that can exift in any country, a party attach- 
ed to a pretender to the crown, whofe claim he may affert, ha* 
been fet afide by no other authority than that of an act, to which 
the legiflature was not competent, as being contrary to the 
common rights of mankind. Such a claim, fupported as it 
may be, by peculiar hardfhip in the cafe, muft as we conceive, 
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at rtOTcry Temote period, create great mifchief and confufion. 

Laftly, Becaufe this bill, which reforts to fuch harfh and 
unufual methods, at the fame time provides for its own purpofe 
very uncertainly and imperfeaiy, for it fecures no remedy 
againftthe improper marriages of princefies v married into foreign 
families, and thofe of their ifiue, which may full as materially 
afFec\ the intercft of this nation, as the marriages of princefles 
refiding in the dominions of Great Britain. It provides no re- 
medy at any age, againft the improvident marriage of the king 
reigning, the marriage, of all others, the moft important to 
the public. It provides nothing againft the indifcreet marriage 
of a prince of the blood, being regent at the age of twenty-one* 
nor fu mimes any remedy againft his permitting fuch marriages 
to others of the royal blood, the regal power fully vcfting in 
him as to this purpofe, and Without the aftiftance of his coun- 
cil; we cannot therefore, on the whole, avoid exprefling our 
ftrong difapprobation of an aft, (baking fo many of the foun- 
dations pf law, religion, and public fecurity, for ends whol- 
ly difproportioned to fuch extraordinary efforts, and in favour 
of regulations, fo ill calculated to anfwer the purpofes for which 
it was pretended they are made : And wc make this proteft, that 
it may (land recorded to that pofterity, which may fuffer from 
the mifchievous coufequances of this a&, that we have no part 
in the confufion s and calamities brought upon them, by render- 
ing uncertain the fucpeffion of the crown. 
• » 

RICHMOND DORSET 
ABERGAVENNY TORRINGTON 
PORTLAND MILTON 
ABINGDON DEVONSHIRE 
ROCKINGHAM ALBEMARLE 
FITZWIL LI AM CRAVEN 
STAMFORD JOHN BANGOR. 

Dijfentiintj 

Eecaufe the liberty of marriage is a natural right inherent 



Becaufe this right is confirmed and inforced by the holy 
fcriptures, which declare marriage to be of divine inititution, 
and deny ^to none the benefit ot that inftttution. 

Becaufe the law of nature and divine inflitutions are not 
r reverfible by the power of human legiflatures. 

Becaufe there is a total difference between regulating 
the mode of cxercifing the right derived from the law of 
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natufe, and afluming or granting a difcretionary power of 
taking it quite away. 

Becaufe though we think it expedient and agreeable to the 
dictates of reafon, that minors ihould not marry without the 
confent of their parents or guardians, and that fuch confent 
fhould be necefiary to render their marriage good and valid, 
as it likewife is in the exercife of all their other rights 
during the term of their nonage, it can no more be inferred 
from thence that we acknowledge a right to continue fuch 
reftraint throughout their whole lives, then we acknowledge 
a right to keep men or women in a ftate of endlefi nonage 
which, unlefs in the cafe of idiots or incurable lunatics would 
be abfurd, unjuft and a manifeft violation of the law of 
nature. 

Becaufe, if a perpetual rcftraint upon marriage, or power 
given to reftrain it, without limitation of time or age, be 
contrary to the natural divine laws, (as we apprehend it to 
be) a law authorifing fuch reftraint, on conferring, fuch a 
power niuft be null and void in itfelf. 

Becaufe, in any cafe where the right of fucceeding to the 
crown of thefe realms may come to depend on the force or 
invalidity of the power given by this Bill, an appeal made 
againft it would probably bring upon the Royal r amily and 
the nation all the miferies and horrors of civil war. 

Becaufe though the placing fuch a power in the King, 
with the interpolation of both Houfes of Parliament, is a 
better fecurity againfl theabufe of it, than if it had been 
tntruftcd to the King alone, yet it may be foufed, in corrupt 
or violent times, as to be made, in fomc cafes,- a perpetual 
negative on the freedom of marriage. 

Becaufe, if the power be grevious, and contrary to the 
inherent rights of mankind, the grievance is increafed by the 
infinite number of perfons over whom, in the courfe ot time 
it is likely to extend. 

Becauie we are convinced, that all the good purpofes and 
objects of the Bill, which we have greatly at heart, might 
have been anfwered without giving that perpetuity of re- 
ftraint over the freedom of marriage, which we think our- 
feives bound in confciencc to oppofe. 

TEMPLE LYTTLETON 
RADNOR ABINGDON 
CLIFTON, ' CRAVEN 

And, Becauie the Bill is eiTentially wanting to its avowed 
purpofe, in having provided no guard againil the greater 
evil, the improper marriagc$ of the Princes on the throne. 

RADNOR. 

Te 
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: To LORD NORTH. 
My Lord, 

I HAVE waited with a degree of impatience natural to a man, 
who wifhes well to his country, for your lordlhip's minifte- 
rial interpofuion in behalf of an injured princefs of England, the 
Queen Confer t of Denmark. 

As I have fome opportunity of being acquainted with the 
difpofuion of Lord North, it is, f candidly confefs, with re- 
gret that I refume the tafk of cenfuring a man, who has, at 
leaft, this negative virtue, that he wants the will to do a fignal 
mifchief to the flare. I defire, however, to be well underftood : 
I intend no compliment to your Lordfhip's heart ; I am yet to 
learn that it merits any. If, therefore, our prime minilter is 
notanxioufly bulled in adopting meafurcs, and purfuing fchemcs 
to plunge this country into irretrievable ruin, we may thank 
the daftardly pufilanimijry of his nature ; we may rejoice at this 
weaknefs, as by t^hat alone our fafety is infured ; arid we ought 
to exult in the fuperintending care of providence which hath 
dealt out its gifts to Lord North with fo fparing an hand, that 
he does not poflefs a ftngle talent neceffary to render him a for- 
midable adverfary to pyblic virtue. 

There is, however, a certain dignity in office, which ever 
will have weight with the vulgar : your brother, fhe bifhop, 
my Lord, fees this truth daily verified within the precin&s of 
his owndiocefe ; and it cannot be conftrued into an ill-natured 
reflection to fay, that there are few families in Great Britain 
more indebted for confequence to the drapery of externals, than 
the prefent iflue of the Right Hon. Lord Guildford. 

The late revolution in Denmark, my Lord, will produce, 
in all human probability, an entire alteration in the whole fyf- 
tem of Europe. Your neutrality during that dark, and, as you 
have managed matters, myfterious tranfaclion, is culpable in the 
extreme: I want words wherewith to delineate the abfurdity at 
your conduct ; the occafioo calls for a fpecies of envenomed fsl- 
tire mortals may conceive, but which, to Lord North's unfpeak- 
able comfort, they can never attain. 

The fitu at ion of the kingdom of Denmark is fucb , th at its 
very exigence depends upon cultivating a lafting and firm 
friendfhip with the maritime powers of Europe. Beudes the ties 
of inter eft and of treaties, there are other political motives which 
ever would incline Great Britain to fupport, protect, and de- 
fend the Danes, again ft any combinations which might be en- 
tered into for their deftru£ion. But at tlie lame time th^f we 
fhould fnatch an handful of people from impending, ruin, tho' 
we migfit fondefeend to interpofe in their behalf, jhejr 
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ation called aloud for pity and compaction, is this, in the name 
of goodnefs and common fenie, any thing like a reafon, why we 
fhould tamely bear their ignominious infults, or fufFer the dif- 
grace they have caft upon the Englijb Nation^ to pafs unccnfuied 
ornwehaftifed ? I fay the Englijh Nation ; becaufe, as for our 
minifters, the term difgrace, when applied to them, lofes alto- 
gether its poignancy, and the moft fuperlative contempt be 
comes the higheft compliment you can poflibly pay to their daf- 
tardly Meafures, 

An infignificant northern potentate, is honoured by a matri- 
monial alliance with the king of England's fitter. A confufed 
rumour prevails, that (he has been falfe to his bed ; the tale 
fpreads, a particular man is pointed out as the objecl of her li- 
centious affections : our hopeful miniftry are, however quite 
ftlent ; difpaches indeed are fent off to Copenhagen, but thei**- 
frwfrofthofedifpatches are fo profound a fecret, that with me it 
almoft amounts to a queftion, whether you yourfelf know any 
thing of the matter ; the D. of Cumberland can keep a fecret ; 
Lord Mansfield therefore has entrufted him with a m«ft precious 
erne ; you, my worthy Premier, have a ttrong propenfity to lo- 
quacity ^ on which account it might be prudent therefore, in the 
court, not to place too great a confidence in a man, who loves 
fpeaking fo much, that he will talk nonfenfe for hours, rather 
than be filent even on a fubjecl: which he does not underftand : 
for a different reafon, Lord Sandwich, perhaps can develope the 
minifterial proceedings with regard to Denmark ; he is a man 
of tried veracity, his lips are fealed, and he feldom opens his 
mouth to any purpofe, unlefs when he is about to betray the 
caufeof fome peffon weak enough to be his friend. 

As I am not one of the cabal, 1 pretend not to dive into the 
motives for this cautious fecrefy : I dare be anfwcrable they 
are of the extraordinary kind ; but that confidcred in a politi- 
cal light, your Lordfhip's whole procedure with regard to Den- 
mark is abfurd, and with refpedt, to the public, highly criminal. 
- — This is a proportion to which eVery independant man of 
fenfe, throughout the kingdom, muft readily afflnt. in private 
life the honour of a fitter is deemed aft affair of infinite confe- 
quence to a brother. A man of fen ti mem is anxious to convince 

- his friends and' neighbours, that the breath bf/flander hath tra- 
duced her virtue, and he feizes with avidity every alleviating 

! circumftance that can contribute to extenuate; her offence, or 

- ^monft^^ ihttbeeriefc, beyond the polity of cavil.- 

Is our ^ioHis mbttardi caft in a different mould from one of 

his people ? or k hfe taughttp believe that the opinion of his fub- 

Je&s has no manner ^relation to his own felicity ? are you, 

rhy lordi quite void of feeling f favc foh no warm blood that 
i* * t il s • fl ows 
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flows around your heart, that gives your frame a -thrilling foft 
fcnfation, and makes your bolom glow with afFecTions, orna- 
mental to man as a focial creature ? for flume, my Lord, how- 
ever wrong you aft, you muft know better ; ypu muft be con,-' 
fcious that the people have a right to be informed or' every 
tranfaction which concerns the welfare of the ftate : They are 
part of a mighty empire, which flour ifhes only as their hap- 
pinefs is promoted ; they have a kind of claim in every perfon 
belonging to the royal lineage ; how can they peaceably remaio 
neuter, and fee their princefs imprifoned by a banditti of northr 
ern Vandals? with what crime is Ihe charged? what are thp 
proofs of her guilt ? a revolution brought about by the artifices 
of an intriguing woman, is no new thing in Denmark, the very 
fuperftru&ion of the Danifh monarchy is raifed upon fucb a 
foundation. Margaret, in right of her fon Olaus VI. afTumed 
the reins of government in that kindom ; but not content with 
her juft portion of power, fhe formed a fcheme to depofe Albert 
the lawful king of Sweden : fucceedingin her ftraugen^, (he 
condemned him to perpetual imprifonment, and thus oJ>tabeii 
the fovereignty of Sweden alfo. . , 

There is a barbarous ferocity which ftill clings to the inhabi- 
tants of the North, and renders their government fubje£ tp 
perpetual convulfions ; but the Danes, I fancy, will be found 
the only people in our times who have dared to proceed tp ex- 
tremities, that alarm all Europe, nay, dared to imprifon an 
Englifli princefs, without giving even the madow cf a public 
reaion for their condu#. 

The Emprefs of Ruffia, oaa fomewhat fimilar pecafioq, was 
politenefs itfelf ; when (he condefcended to difpatch her. bu'f- 
band, (he caufed a manifefto to be publilheil, wherein % 
juftified her conduct to God, her conlcie^e, and the worJ|d. 
The prefent Machiavelian Dowager Julia may fend the young 
Queen's foul to heaven in a night, and through the mamejtui 
remiffnefs of you, Loro 1 Korth, fre Prime Minifter of th^is unhap- 
py country, the public may remain ignorant of every cjjeum- 
ftance relative to the murder. ,Be not however deceived ; 
the blood of our fbvereign's fifter fhall not be fuffered to cry in 
vain for vengeance, it fhall be heard , it (hall be revenged, and 
what is flill more, it fhall befpr inkle Lord North, and thus 
affix a ftigma upon his forehead, which fhall make, h|m 
wander like another Cain, accurjed through the wp^lf}. 

Is it thus a Cecil, thus a Burleigh, thus a Wajfingham wouM 
have ad\ed in the days of the Protector ate ? Wpujd Cromwell 
have permitted fuch an indignity to have paflcd unnoticed ? 
That illuhVious chara&er would nave difpatcbed a Blake with 
all imaginable fpeed to fcoiir the feas, and chad he the infolcnce 
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of thofe northern uncivilized free-booters, had they prefumed 
even to imprifon a common Englifhfubjecl, much lefs an Eng- 
Efh princefs ; and as an hoftaee for her liberty and her life, he 
would have confined the Danilh Ambaflador until an exprefc 
had arrived, prbebiniing her releafe. 

With the generality of perfons example has a mofl powerful 
effect. You, Lord North, foar above the common herd j nei- 
ther precept nor example can touch your foul, or work a re- 
formation in your conduct ; you : are proof againft conviction, 
and when public or private virtue is in queftion, you hive no- 
thingof humanity about you. Contrails, however, like pic- 
tures well difpoled, form that agreeable diversity of light and 
ftia&e which conveys pleafureand indruction to the molt indif- 
ferent fpe&ator. When therefore I mention Lord Chatham's 
riame, there is no rieccflity for a comment to elucidate my mean- 
ing ; his bold, his penetrating, his power ful genius, refcued this 
nation from defpair and ruin, when an epidemic languor feized 
our frame, he, like fome demi-god, revived our drooping fpi- 
rits ; you; my Lord, have again plunged us into all the gloomy 
horrors of defpondency. He— 4>ut ' I defift ; when the crawling 
emmet, or the groveling worm, (hall claim a fuperiority over 
mankind, then, and not untUl then; will I confefs that there is 
the fainted fimilitude between the Earl of Chatham and the 
man commonly called Lord North. 

I anticipate the jargon of your party, I know the fteps taken, 
and the artifices praclifed to depreciate a man in the eflimation of 
the world, the foree of whole abilities aftonifhed, and kept for 
aferiesof years, all Europe in fubiection. Continental con- 
nections, millions expended, and Lnglim blood fpilt in Ger- 
many ; thefe are (tale, thefe are hackneyed to pieces ; I grant, 
indeed, there is vef fality in the man. — I grant, indeed, he has 
his flights, but they are fo many daring excellencies ; he is not 
merely a meteor in the political Iky, ne is a conftellation of a 
fuperior order, which (heds its benign influence on this ou r 
lower world, infufes a genial vivifying heat into our atmof- 
phere, and this contributes to exhilerate our fpecies, and enhance 
the felicity of human nature. 

Thefe praifes are not calculated to t obtain applaafes from the 
giddy multitude ; they are not beftowed, becaufe they may 
happen to fall within the current of the times ; they are not 
deiigned to render you, my Lord, lefs beloved or more detefted, 
than at prefent, fmce that is a taflc beyond any pen to accoro- 
plifh, but they flow with an honefr-bearted firicerity from my 
inmoft foul, and was it poffiblc to conceive, 'that this paper 
fhouid outlive the other trifles of thy day, it would be my ut- 
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moft ambition to have it confidered as a roonumcutal tribute to 
gratitude, juftlydue to the truly illuftrious Earl of Chatham-, 
for the many diftinguifhed, jignal and important fervices he hath 
performed for this my native country. 



Reflections occafioned by the Perufal of Do ft or NowelPx Sermon, 
preach* d before the Houfe of Commons the ipth of fanuary lajl, 
\AT HEN the leaders of the church, and the favourite praach- 
' * ers of the court begin to hold forth the antiquated doc- 
trines of rjon-refiftance and paflive obedience, it is time for this 
nation to take the alarm. Did they not think that the kin?- 
dom of flavery was at hand, and that our necks were ready 
for the yoke of difpotifm, they would never have ventured pub- 
licly to efpoufe tenets, which have been at all times fuch (tumb- 
ling- blocks to the fons of liberty. Cambridge, that chafte ma- 
tron, .who received into her bofom the virtuous Grafton, let thfr 
example. Dr. Gordon preached before her a ftrmon, in which 
he fpoke with the utmoft tendernefs of the divine right of 
kings, to act as fcemeth good in their own eyes ; accordingly 
theloyal univerftty did not fuffcr fuch a valuable light to be hid 
under a bufhel,but ordered the publication of this precious mor- 
fei of eloquence. Oxford, afhamcd to be outdone by a youn- 
ger filter, and to be robbed of her ancient glory, in propagat- 
ing the principles of flatvery, found Dr. Nowell a willing cham- 
pion in her caufe. Imagining that the hearts of men were turn- 
ed, and become at laft fenfible of the indefeafiblc right of prin- 
ces, fie ventured to tell the reprefentatives of the people from 
the pulpit, that " the people are not placed in their feveral (ra- 
tions by any compact or agreement of their own framing, that 
all authority, dominion and power, are derived from God to 
thofe (that is to kings) whom he has delegated to be his mini* 
fters and reprefentatives on earth." For thefe fentiments, and 
for this language, he received the thanks of the Hpufe of Com- 
mons, at the inftigation of Sir Fletcher Norton, and the majo- 
rity of the houfe. True it is, that the vote was afterwards 
crafed with reluctance; had the friends of liberty been filenr, 
the miniftry and the majority would have been glad to have by 
Health their fan ft ion to this doctrine ; its convenience, and in- 
deed abfolute neceffity to their caufe, at this juncture, is ob- 
vious. Being in diametrical oppoiition to their conftituents, 
they know that the permanence of that authority, at which they 
aim, depends upon a general belief, that religion requires an un* 
referved fubmiflion to the powers that are . Hence the ftory of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram, was Hftened to with ereft ears. 
They could not help being pleafed, in hearing George the 
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%l 5et £ uV regularly, Attend ,ithajar H etodKiB?4i^ 
^^Jfe^^s.iirft^ ihar, however jnuch die" mflfcjs »f 

P-ef3fei!^ in fccVno -wwfc 

mWMWWv t Wtaja iafafjucalar has no feifon'to Boaft > 
a fupeflorify. Do you deiire a proof ? The death of the bUjjto\ 



hfWm^fiHvfchi th« h^ caufe was leikcxceptbnabie than that 
qfjjCh^ksv ^tjtbisa^ it w»U*i the Dr. teems to be iorVyy that- 
tjifipaftUjlii; nc&Qpen uppftjvurforcfetluDn fm their iimp*etyv 
io/ififlg \*P;ag a ittft jfo Lords vnomifdy, and iiffertihg the right* 
o[rnen it 4 apdi had he lived at that time, and pcfTefied the pow- 
er* I fuppofc his $eal would have prompted him to copy the 
example A\i the. good Samuel, and to have hewed them m. pieces 
Wh.hb Reaver on chte-. altar of the Lord. No biihop, no king, 
wait thej adagf of the we^k and pufillanimous James, j and the^ 
^onv^rle of the propofition, no king, no bi {hop, is the creed of 
J?^«jWpjW?H an&the hierarchy. The more power is lodged in the 
bandfrpfc^fofereign, the more power will he be able to-^dele^ 
ga,|e to. ,b.is 1 fa< ftfd band, to h is facerdotal troops Hence xkfc 
ddiot h efted Dr. .SnJs laws infumcient to keep that mrnftcr, 
thcit be.. it ci many beards, the people, in awe: religions, fears' 
andttejrto^smurt be called in to their aid, and they mud be 
taught to ConNertbe (i preme magi (Irate as God's vicegerent, 
l r v rtas general pfr earth. In vain do you abolifh the autho* : 
rity oi tbejr\*p<$>aj ftamein this ifland; your true churchmen 
wj\t gill adhere ,t* thejrantieat fuperftition, and fetupa new 
and moue d&pgerausJ&pe of our own growth . *ThevrO»ifl Mb 
t*e itWat.erfc and (m> the; fake of theofterings biou^htid hb-'al^ 
tar jcaU^rji vifiUe^ity, for a molten caH, ak whbfet flirbie 

. they may grow fat and fleek. The rlcrgy and the tones are- 
intimately connected in principles and practice ; both thrive -by 
the abatement of. the mferloriOrden of the people • heacfeVflidi* 

' favour, is. as eagerly foAght by .eft ablifhed families, aVthatTpMhe 
'Whigs, frieAdsof libertj^ is by t&ofe.hcwly;r*ifedto*he ihroqfe. 
The Brunfwick line few.aa^fekthat therfavc4iri*s,*f the »pdki 
pter.wcrc at nrfttb^y- iMi^ juppo*t, hut now they- place z\\ 
thetrdependeoce upon their. oppreffors, upotrthe dfo&abettors 
oEikverf How< che is it, that : we fee Ms; prefcrrti Majifty 
^mpaced) to the holy martyr* to thewrache4 monafcfci Jwhofufc 
fered and deferved the block ;l Some people, I own, deem him 
a real faint, and confide r the comparifon as a ferious affront to 
the memory of Charles Nor is. this furprizing * Charles- did 
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iior, like Hu prefent taajefty, make a maxim of pardoning tht 
Worft of murderers, he did not attend his mercy to Macquirks 
and Kennedy's, and other ruffians, who made a trade of butctK 
ering thofe who were the champions of the conftitutioa 
and free eleaion ; yet* notwithftanding this difparity, there is 
certainly a resemblance between his prefent Majetfy and the mar- 
tyr, but to the misfoftunt of this nution, mt in the hufi ejfential 
point • 

Charles quarrelled with his parliament, becaufe they Would 
not concur with him in oppre fling the people. George is upon 
the beft terms with his parliament, becaufe it is payed, becaufe 
it takes from the people the fundamental right of election, and 
without any enquiry makes up the deficiencies of the civil lift, 
as an incxbauftiblefund of corruption. Charles raifed money 
and contracted debts by his own ■ authority, and in diametrical 
opposition to parliament* George with the fanclion of parlia- 
ment fquanders away upon favourites, upon fofils, upon watch- 
es and buttons tea times more than would have made Charles' 
the bell of princes. Charles, it is true, was apt to play the hy- 
pocrite, and retraft his word. George is an abfolute heart of 
oak-— always true to his promife. Witnefs the punctuality 
with which he adhered to his engagements with Lord Chatham. 
When that noble patriot propofed plans of public k utility, his 
Majefry warajl attention and condefcenfion. The fcheme was 
to be adopted. \No fooner was Chatham's back turned but 
new councils were adopted, and the immortal Pitt was thrown 
adrift upon the ocean of uncertainty. Hence his refignation » 
hence t|ie feceffion of every honcft man from the councils of bis 
Maiefty, who now has none about him but the refufe of the 
land, enemies to liberty, enemies to the people, enemies to hu- 
man nature. It was therefore with juftice that Dr. Nuwell f*id 
that " the bright rcfemblancc of thole princely virtues, which 
adorned the Royal Martyr, now thine forth in the perfon of , 
our gracious fovcreign." 

JUNIUS-NAUTICUS to Lord SANDWICH. 
My Lord, Portfmoutb> March 9, 

S I am afraid yonr Lprdfliip may be troubled with a 
naufea, from the frequent Motions of flattery which 
your puffers fo capioufly beftow upon your admirable ma* 
nagement of the navy, permit me to adminifter an antidote 
to their poifons ; and though the dofe may poffifely not be 
mixed up fecupclem artem, yet you won't be infeniible (I 
believe) to the force of the medicine. 

Your Lordlhip has moft induftrioufly caufed it to be 
fpread about, that through your unwearied attention, the 
navy is in a better condition than it has ever been fince the 
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jpeace : If this is meant of the ihips themselves,: I doi*.* 
know but they have been more thoroughly; jnfj*ec}g4 Jitfejy 
iri the fevcral dock yards than^fpr fome time bsfpjrq > ^byt 
your Lordfhip fhpuld not arrogate any y ciy^e^r aprdinary 
merit to' yourlelf frprn* herjee, (uice whoever w^a^th^^d* 
miralty^ rhuft.nave given the lame dire&ions to fch« n&vy- 
bpard oh this account which you* have, do#e r W*l0i§ : .ritey 
would have hazarded an impeachment in parliament foe "a 
fcandalous ncg^e£\ of th^ir, truft,; wh'icjj £ acv u^iLned fc* 
think would be/ the cate, was the nation ; again to, jimd; . 
men of War in a like bad ftatc; ia which. the^ \y»ere eighteen 
months agp. . ., t , , •; , ,, . 

This^ my ,Lqrd y can .however be remedied witjiout much 
difficulty j a little money and a little labour makes our mips 
in. a tolerable condition again; but the evil of which I ac- 
cufe your Lordfhip is of a much more, dreadful, nature^ it 
is no Id's then alienating the minds of both. officers and iea- 
meil fpni \his £ Majefty y s fervice, and reducing the navy by 
your tyranny to a degree of imbecility, ,at the conletmerfcc 
of Which I fremWe - and I am fure you* Lordihip ought 
to^o ^ on a ^double account.- ... ., t j - . .... 

• My Lr^d, if rpy pen is 'guided by calumny and faUity, . 
It will re%ft (JiThoiiour on my head^ not apon , your j Lord -r 
fMpV; bur, if on the contrary, every fjllable of what I 
advahce'ean be proved fa£b, t it will certainly pluck fame 
feathers from tliofe Icarian wings of your's, with wl^ieb yoa 
are uhjutfly' endeavouring to mount into the, regions, of 
praise. , t , . *.^>t 

Scamefl when they enter into the King's fervice* da no- 
thing; more than limply enroll their names with the com- 
mand^ng orl^cer of the fhip in which they chhfe to engage ; 
every, other particular they leave to thegeneral uiiiage and 
cuftoms eff the navy, and have as firm a reliance on the 
public^ faith that their wages will' be paid thenn when- the . 
ihips' they entered for are put out. of commiflion,. as that 
they" (halT "hot recei ve le^s ^ijan t>vo and twenty fhitymg 5 
and lixpence a month. 

Falfe hopes ! falfe expeclatiqns !) you have difhonoured 
my Lord, the public lauh, and l^reak, by the tyranny $f 
power, that compact betweeVi the Ration an4 tl^eie her* 1 be ft 
lervanti, which has hitherto (but that is now at aw end) 
made them enter into the fervice with readinek and chea*> 

^rtymthe houf in. which a feainan, firit. belongs to-afhjp 
he Jooks forward for that happy time^ when he. Ihall 
his Hfeity, enjoy die. fruits, of his poor labour 

he 
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lie faftently fcears unwholefomc climates, uhwliolefome 
^inds, and infinite other hardmips he anticipates the plea* 
Aire of Enjoying the company of his wife and little iftahfi 
whom he already fees, in his imagination, new £ bathe! dy and 
happy in the return of their long loft' fej (band, and fa- 
ther. 1 ' ! « *•*> * - •' - - - > 2 • 

But how dreadful <a revcrfe do thefe poor men experience 
from your inhumanity ! They find- the rteafittg R*hcS thef 
had fondly hoped to fee realized never likchr to cxift but ifi 
idea : they fee the man of war they enter for paid oiF; attfl 
inftcad of receiving their liberty and wages, are forcci! 
{though in a time of profound peace) on board other (hips ; 
from which, though they may have- a few days leave of 
-abfence granted, yet the' means of enjoying it is with-hclcL 
as inftcad of receiving their three or four years pay (which 
is due to them) they get no more than fix months, in the 
hope (as k would feem) that the difguft to the fervtcc, 
which this treatment neceUarily-occafi6ns, will prevent their 
return to it ; and confequently government is advantaged, 
Jby fcizing upon their wretched arrears,. 

My Lord, I fuppofe you won't deny that almoft all the 
ihips which have come home from foreign ftations of late 
have been ferved in this manner ; whether this ill-judged 
expedient is ftruck out by yourfelf, or by the little confe- 

2ucntial Secretary, you know beft ; however it is, your 
.ordfhip is the culpable perlbn, for having adopted it. 
The act. of Parliament which endeavoured to «ruard a- 
cainft fuch abufes, as well as a^ainft the tvrannical ufe of 
power by the Admiralty, expreflly fays, that if, the exi- 
gence of lervicc require men to be turned over from one (hip 
to another, they fhali be paid all the wages due to them 
before fuch ftnps proceeds to fea, which they arc turned 
over into. 

How happily have you evaded this falutary claufe, my 
Lord ; your Lordftiip orders thefe poor wretches to he 
turned over on board guardfhips, which never go to lea at 
all : fo that the time of" receiving their pay refts folely with 
the Admiralty, and they remain flaves bandied about from 
fhip tofhtp, perhaps as long as they live ! * 

We will now turn our eyes, my Lord, towards the men 
in guard {hips, whofe treatment feems particularly defin- 
ed to give them (Hkewife) an abhorrence and difguft to the 
King's fervice : There is nothing a feaman thinks a greater 
Jiarcfihip then being continually fent to^vork on"boarcIihips 
he does not belong to, and for which he is neither paid, rior 
receir*s *h*> ieafl advantage whatever } frafoh ttitfft grant 
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thatfttaew* .apoea¥s -ifttliis, jufl ground for difcontent, jwc, 
Cai-pontcrs, Sail makers, or Caulkers, fent from one manor. 
want6\another, ^alway^ receive additional pay for their iW 
bout? ;t>cbt poof feaman alone has Ttotnittg. • 
}o:T<he'jniaa.AeP ilk which the gpard {hips men have ^ep late^ 
hf Hut mid cd, have £au fed them unlverfally to avow their. in r 
tention uf -^futining* ''away', the xifft convenient apportu- 
fottyrriyYodf Lordmip knows ho ' mote Seamen enter, aow 
fori Tgjnard ihipi t Yoti know, I fuppofe k t6o that jionc 
bf 'thofe Am Cotarn?fli6ri : are- evenTialfmanhed ; jn vain are 
$hdy< kept cowantly on board,' without ever fetting foiet on 
fhore ; this may put off for a little time ! longer/ tlte total dcr 





foirtir, whenever \ve have teal occafion for our rleet, . 
^Jflpatfiiigkas diguftto the Royal fervice reigns in the hearts 
ofiitlie'pJivat^ men, it has certainly as folid an empire in the 
-iceafts of their officers : They pine with difcotytent, ana* 
iifcken for want of jufl encouragement ; They arc told that 
^cflPT Lordlhip has publicly fajd at the council board^ that 
1" to inakcthem feryc well, they muftbe kept poor,** they 
believe that your Lordfbip faid fo, and they hate you for ft) 
ungenero^ and fo Uhbeipi a max.m — .Whethw ;J9 u 
hav-e ever laid fo or not, is immaterial fincc 'tis pla.ia yo^i 
adopt it; ptherwifc you would have exerted your er^ea- 
Ivoum, to have procured them a rcafonable addition to ^hcir 
prefent fcandalous pay, which, to the fhame of the nation 
has remained invariably the fame, for this laff century 

hearty. ' atmi'*' 

: : Bus as if this inattention fo the ihterefls of a fct of 
tlemen, oyer whom the King has been pleafed to .place 
• you; was not fufficieht, you muft add injult to ^t ; you 
! nave ieot orders to each captain of a guard -{hip, 1 that no 
i menial fervant will be allowed on board, but a coojc ; fo 
fthat thefe gentlemen are precluded from having either 
vlteward or footman, and the Lieutenants not. lb much as 
a cook; it ought hereafter to be efteemca* an eflentral 
part of the education of an Englifh lea officer, to fcnow 

1 how to drefs victuals and q;o to market. * ' 

l\ Don't you bluih, my Lord, for your narrownefs of foul ? 
>}?m. lujeiC you have a friend, he' will for you at the fepijal. 

2 i. ; r.And>why, my good Lord, may I beg leave to aft:, all tins 
, refinement t Will the fervice be benefited by'this regulation ? 
^ Would yo\* oblige the fea officers to eat nothing, but the 
"^•r ' t ' 11 ■' * Ihips 
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flap's pro*ifions ? And ;f you wquld^rajcjoufly znrltjlgrirtliem 
Wjm 'a fbWl or joiht of mutton, mult. tl>ey gO;a;k>Gut themferti 
to bVocuVe It"? An<j are not the, ikk, people frequently benc- 
{Ttc'd by the' 'officers "having' it in their power to fend- thera 
now and then a, little ffcih provi lions to eat ? And does ihot 
ever^ menial fervajit on board, do their duty at; the : :; - in 
the time of a&ion, in the fame manner with othtr private 
ntan ^ Afod if this, is fo, where is the Injur y to the lervice ? 
And why mouici you make life, of your power, merely be* 
caufe y oil have it, to opprefs gentlemen, who £i*ve defcrved 
jas well of their country, at lead as your Lordfhip, whether 
collettively, or as individuals, > \ < vh - t . nodi 

' If you would really refine, my Lord, and mean fefioufly to 
corrcft abufes, thesis a pretty ample field before tok 
where you may acquire fomc credit I it. is however, a field 
rather too extenfive for me to furvey atprefeat ptheotolt 
purt of it whirh I (hall at all point out to.your Lord/hip, is 
the lcandatcas practice of making the poft of purfer a- £iere 
tineciure j feveral of your clerks inthe, A^mirafcyy wadnalany 
other people who never fawfalt water, nor enekr wtt^i'>r«yW 
enjoy thpfe comfortable places,, which, pvghtveyer rtoLfcfe 
the reward of captains clerks that have becrrjbtttpght xxp^tp 
^Kjp_ profeffion, and whofe right it becomesTfr^fiweciand 
good behaviour, . » uHf ov*>»f »!' 

The frigates are employed upon the moft contemptible 
1 anil moft frivolous fervices ; if a recruiting party o£ marines 
want to go to Ireland, or a needy man , of quaiity^and his 
family, to ftwnge and live gratis for fome time> a* man of 
war is moft readily at their devotion whenever they ; chuie 
to alK tor one. ..7 i^vt«; » / :r , wu* i i «*i»n 

V WKeh your Lordfhip condefcends next to iet the publick 
prints take notice of the obligation the nation is under for 
your* attention to the Navy, let me requeft yotr>wil* point 
piitJtbthera a further obligation not. m^ch pbferved ; and 
tills is procuring a flanding army < of iixty fix hundred and 
|ix?ty men in barracks, in the heart of the kingdom, under 
tire name of marines. What your motives could llbo^r to 
keep up To Very large an4 ufelefs a body of men in time; of 
peace yon know bejt : The, Sea Officers, from a eortfcioufnefe 
of there being three times the number; .of marines on board 
' every ihip than there is any occaiiqn. for. are fb impertinent 
as to fay publick] y; that your Lonlfhip does ittoi add 
a" few thousand ^ pounds a year, to your, income;^ as the 
wo'nt.s'tp tK6 Jr 'AdiTiira]ty armng fronv the .marine cloathing 
js a*t the foweft computation aoinilU^s p^f maii^,peranrit«ii, 



Digitized by Google 



600 pounds is* divided* ' and bow large a fharc of it yoy 
take to yourfclf as riril Lord ? The confequence and rank; 
which you have, lately procured for that corps we alt kffo w 
wap.only done to have a plaufible pretext for keeptfig on 
ioot k> great .a number of thefe ?? very ufeful men." 

And now^ my Lord, I fliall quit your Lordflup fo* tl*e 
prelent, in hopes that die. competition I have dropped into 
your ear, may be of fervice ; if it ihould not, 1 (hall take 
the liberty, of making up a more pungent medicine. It will 
not I confefs, becompofed of eupfyrafy aud rue though I 
venture to pronounce that it fliall eifc£ualy clear- your. v*fual 
nerve, and make you, whether you will or not, fee plainly 
the neceffity of doing your part towards redreffing the griev- 
ances, and prc<uringibme encouragement to the officers of 
his'Majefty's navy i am my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's great Admirer, 

. r : . . Junjus Nauticus. 

_ ^ — r 

. Proceedings in the Houfe of Commons cnihe Royal Mar- 
.ria<;c BilL \ 

ON Wednefday, MaTch 4, At half pad two the bill 
for regulating the marriages of the Royal Family was 
brought from the Houfe of Lords by the two jucigps, Lord 
Chief Baron Parker and Baron Smith. Lord Chief Bartm 
Parker addrelled himielf to the Speaker, and faid, the 
jLords had. commanded them to bring to that Honourable 
Houfe that Bill, the title of which he read and delivered in, 
and then they retired. 

Mr. Seymour moved for the mefiage to be taken into 
confideration firft, as by the order of the day, and then 
Mr. Jenkinibn got up and faid, the compliment that was al- 
ways paid, to fuch a bill, was, that it Inould be read the firft 
time irrumediatly. Mr. Seymour defircd that the me£- 
fage might alfo be read, that the Houfe might take that 
alfo into conlideration ; for as he was againlr. the bill itfetf, 
he mould oppofe it in every ftage ; that the melTage was 
highly hlameable, and theperfon who drew it up, he would 
not hetitate to fay highly criminal ; that it appeared to be 
•drawn up by a perfon whofe breail fwelled with a preroga- 
tive doctrine ; that it contained an afiertion of facts con- 
trary to law; he alfo underftood that the matter had had a 
thorough dilcuflion in another place ; and that he fhould 
•move for a committee to be appointed to infpeft the, Journals 
of the Houfe of Lords ; but being prematurejn hfc rflOtions 
Speaker put thequeftion, that the bill be now reajJ:a]firft 
time,; the Speaker then read the bill, and alfo informed the 
houfe what it ena&ed, Sir Jofeph Mawbey moved, that the 

bill 
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hill be printed ; but his motion being alfo out of order, fomtj- 
little debate happened about, tlie propriety and order of the' , 

motion.. • . ',. 

' Mr; Seymour then renewed his motion for the committee... j 
Mr. DoNvdelwell ieconded it; he obferved that the prerp- ^ 
g;itive doctrine in the meifagc, that had been mentioned by 
his honorable friend, was certainiy by its defcetit allied to 
the Star chamber, and could only derive its extraction i from 
thence • he inMed upon it that the mefTage contained afTer- ' 
tions that were contrary to Taw, and had been declared fo by 
men eminent ' in the law, as was now well known to every 
Member in the Houfe individually, though not. figriirlcd V 
it as a body ; that they had hot. now the ft Tie opportunity of" 
co'nfulting thefe learned men, as they were mod of 'them' 
gone upon the circuit. He therefore ieconded' '.this rnotioh 
that he might get all the afliftance he could from W Tour-' 
nalsof the Lords; *' ■ \\ , 4 ] 

The* fecond reading was moved, and carried for Mon- ' 
day March 9. ^ . t . 

The motion for printing the bill took place then. Lord 
North faid, that he could not do otherwiie than onpofe fuch' 
a motion, as there was ho reafon given that could p'erfuade' 
him, that there was any neceffity for printing it ; the bill 
being; lb fhort and lying upon the table, every member might, 
makehimfetf matter of the contents . ' . , f 

Mr. Thomas Pitt faid, that every word in that, hilt, be-', 
ing* of fuch momentuous importance to the cominunity, 
ought to be as much weighed and considered as a whole 
claufe in ordinary acts ot parliament. 

Sir William Meredith faid that he had feafched the hif- 
tory of this country from the earlieft times, and could not 
yer find' a (ingle precedent to fupport fuch an aiTertion as Was 
contained in that bill : he thanked the Noble Lord for gi v- 
ing him to underhand that it was to be an alteration ot the 
law, and the bill was not formed upon any one cxiftin^ 
iterate. 

The Hbufe was divided by Lord North upon the motion, 1 
for printing the bill, it was imagined, in order to fee the 
flrength of* the Court party againlt next week. 

For printing it — — 106 
► * ' Againft it — — 193 " * 

On Monday, March 9, the bill was read a fecond time. 
When the Speaker had read the order of the day, which was* 
for the fecond reading of the faid bill. Mr. Dowdefwell fard, : 
> Mr. Speaker, ; - ; " 1 ; 

Mcflages from the Sovereign to thia Houfe wete tilfnow' 

ii-. ; r, •. f • r*' . *• '■■ deeined 

I - . . <* - • . r . 

• • * * •' » I ' 1 ,» . .... J. ..•..»/ - 
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deemed matters of a (blemn and feriou* nafure. They were 
thoughts recfuire a mature and deliberafe diTeuffioS ; J fcfja "the 
mbiiter* from whofe advice they or/gina ted, took the litihbfV 
care to walk upon- constitutional ground* But theTe ttrries, ft 
Teems are patt ; and the terrors of this houfc are ho longer for 
mirulrers. : Regardiofs of the honour and dignity of the 'crfcwn, 
they put info the mouth of the king the moit crude and undi* 
geliei ideas, the moft exceptionable and obn6xk)ui' language. 
As ii it was immateVia! whether his Majefty fhould utter truth 
Of falfhood, he has been induced to declare irt his mcflage 
fhat, '* becaufc marriages in the Royal Family are of the high- 
eft importance to the ftate, the kings of this country nave 
ever been entrufted with the care and approbation thereof. 4 ' a 
pofuiofl, Which [apprehend, is founded neither on law nor rea- 
fori. • I*et us bear what the judges fay upon this head. When 
cbnfulted a few days ago by the* Lords they declared that they 
did not find that the king's authority extended farther than his 
own children, and grand-children, and the prefumptive heir to 
the crown- How then is that the meflage gives Him unlimited 
power over every Toyal marriage ? here there is evidently a mif- 
take in i point or law. Are there no lawyers then of the king's 
council ? Or is their advice not taken, if taken, neglecled ? 
Embrace which lute of the alternative you chufe, the difgface 
falls ri^t the lighter on the king's friends, or indeed upon the 
king biutfelf. Want of confideration is no Icfs blamcable than 
want of knowlege. As far then as the authority of the fa jesof 
*he law will go, the king's meflage is condemned, and there Is 
no reafon to fufpe& that they were not as favourable as toe 
nature of the cafe would admit. The cautious and guarded ex- 
preffions which they ufed leave us no toomto doubt ofthat point. 
Indeed the ftudied referve, which is obfervable in their anfwefs, 
makes it juftly queftionabie whether they have not expounded 
the law too favourably for the miniftry. For, upon what? 
grounds have they given the king the difpofal of his grand-chil- 
dren in marriage ? Not furely upon the ground of (tatutes ; for, 
till this ho^r Engiifli jurifprudence knows of no fuoh reftraint. 
The ac\, which regulated other marriages^ exprefsly 
the reyal family ; and it is well known the common 
men, till that period, to their natural freedorri.- >*W hcnfce 
did the marriage a<5t ipring? tttd any provifion been prevfc 
made, it could never have txi&ed. Had the paterpal authority 
exercifed in Rome been, rooted* in our conftitution; fuch a. fta- 
tute would have been abfurd and ridiculous, ' becau(e ufele&arid 
unneceuary. Since then the principles of both of the common 
and ftatute law put their mark of reprobation on thedo<9tr4i]e^k- 
ledged in the menage, it will be incumbent on our jfud^e^ani 
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their a^tto^s, if they would expect our acquiefcence, to prove 
tha^jCQpie. particular privilege, or, if you will, prerogative w^s 
granted, to our raonarchs, in this re fpect . But where is the conn 5 
iijttitipn, or aft, which diftinguifhes the Royal Family in this ' 
majttef : Crom an ordinary, fubjea ? I have confulted the grand it 
opinion, and 1 can iuul port. Our hiftory gives very little ; 
fandion ,to t^cquctly : d9$ri«e heid forth, in that vaunted dc- 
cifton . Nor is it reaf or,a b : e i t £kou Id . W hen men come to - 
the r years of difcretion, to the legal age of marriage, it is juit ando 
proper that they fhnul^ j>e : at jhc^r own difpofal, and not fub- 
it: died in a country winch t a Js-jlfeifilree, AO the caprice of anfc 
mart. Law, pofitive law, not the arbitrary will of an indivicual;. 
(hould be t)ie only.reftrauil. Men, who are by law alio wed,Rt» 
one and twenty to he fit tor governing the realm, may we il be 
fuppofco 1 capable of chufing and governing a wife. k One>#4^ 
twenty is the legal age of marriage for ordinary mortals* iWfejb 
r (hould a different rule hold with refpt& to the Ropal Fan%£ 
Do their under {landings ripen more flowly, or arc 4hcy !at$f> 
mcfl ? . Irt. the fucceffion to the crown we have adopted a .dijffv^ 
ent j^le. We fuppofe them at eighteen equal to the^rtucH* , 
tafk of fwaying the fcepter, and at one and twenty, they f&y, 
be regents. 5 Why then ell ablifli fuch oppofite and contradictory 
inaK'Wl^ Is it the intention of the miniftcr to prove h* 
making us adopt the moil abfurd and contradictory doarir.es 
that, we are in his hands but as a potters vefiel which, he may 
feltyonand mould ashepleafes? 1 {hould be forry to find this 
alfemhly, treated with fuch contempt, and ftiU more ferry to <e- 
fervciiu For this and vatious other reafons 1 move that— » 
r-HrThat U does not appear that the proportion affirmed it} 
hja-m^ciry> meffcge to this houfe, viz. that the right of : |p* 
pr^ving^/ marriages in the royal lamily, has evtr belonged^ 
$1? kings of thisfealm, is founded in law, or warranted, by the 
opinion of tbejudges of England." ... 
4 ,;H. Semour Efqr. fecended itbis motion. nj > . 

i ^ l t Wel^b«re£llis ^i^q; moved the order of the day (i. e, f.h? 
readjng of the bill.) . f . r . r%1 

, : H. Herbert feeonded the motion. • 

. The fpeakers then were, 

For Mr. Dowdcfwc Ws motion. A gainft it, ■ , M . fc . 

iHcuvT. Pitt, (ejLtremely aLordClarc — ^ , lV 
h | well) • i- 1 j\ « 

z& C W. Cornwall 4 A. Wedderburne {the >e# 

5 J. Dunning ... 6 T« Lockhaxt v, C : *\> *»rii t>ri. 

8 W. Graves. . , . y R. -Sutton,, „ n j ;* & 

# Charles Fox 10 Sir G. Elliot 

II E. Burke (extremely well) 12 E. Thurlow 

Kk 14H. Her. 
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Hi Herbert (tho' he fe- 13 Lord Worth , y^..- 

- derided Mr, E4is's mo- : ^ 

- • tHWi) ; . . ■: S,; ; 
*5&ir- William Meredith, . 1- 

- v (very hoatfe) , „ . . • 
* i 6- General Conway 

The houfe divided upon the queftion' of tl^ order' of 
stlay ; for it 268, againft iti40. 

oVWitfiam Meredith then moved toadjoorri, it being half an 
hour paft two o'clock, and feveral of the members retired thro* 
fetigue i the houfe divided upon the queftion, 134 foc k it, and 
i66 againft it. * 

^ Colantl Barre, that addrefid the fptaker in the following tarns. 
Mc. Speaker, > 
HE fpirit of adminiftration and the duaility of this aflemb- 
If. have for fomc years paft been fuch that as even a mi- 
Ti&erfaV member the other day (aid, Ifhould not be furprifed to. ^ 
fee- the majority of the houfe, if ordered by a certain noble per- 
sonage whom 1 have in my eye, attempt to come hither upon 
^eir head*. Let but the cabinet adopt the moft abfurd, the 
mod monff rous proportion, and it will be cordially received, and 
eagerly forwarded in St. Stephen's Chapel. The moft de- 
formed and ungainly brats of the minifterare furc to be here 
nurtured and reared up to maturity ; a circumftance which puts 
riie in. mind of the Indians, who, when they find a mohfter of 
a very extraordinary and uncommon appearance, immediately 
adopt him as their fupreme God, as their Jupiter cptimus maxi- 
mui. The more abfurd and deteftable any of the premier's 
plans' appear? the greater devotion hb worihippers difcover. 
* The doctrine propagated by him in the affair of the Middlefcx 
election was pregnant with ruin and difgracc* What was the 
confequefoce ? The aeal of his adherents encreafed in propor- 
tion ; and they endeavoured to cover the uglinels of the^ idol by 
the intenfenefs of jtheir idolatry* Methinks the fame fymptoms 
are'vifible upon this occafion. What is wanted in argument 
gentlemen attempt to fupply by vehemence. Hence, had I not 
other authentick intelligence, 1 could trace the origin of this 
bill) which is evidently a King's meafure. Who then won- 
ders, that the whole kingdom is (et in motion^ and that members, 
who feldom honour thefe wahV with their prefeneey are pxefled 
into, their fervice ? I have no doubt but we (hall foon feel the 
erfe&sof Fuch an extraordinary effort in the arrears .of the civil 
lift* The 'final deciftonof the Middlefcx election, was fpor^ fol- 
lowed by a demand-of more than, half a million of money ; and 
the reafon why it was immediately granted without any previous 

enquiry into the manner, in which the debt wai contracted, can 
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be as little problematical in this aiTem bl y as it is throughout the 
whole nation. I therefore congratulate the abettors of- the bill 
upon the profpe£t of the fine harvefr* which lies before them. 
The crown will certainly fliew its gratitude for fo grcat'irn 3 ac- 
ceilionof prerogative, what though this violent a£t» teWsafovsy 
the brightcft jewel in his MajeftyY diadem, the affeciton of the 
people, and in its place fubftiiutes fear and jeaioufy ^likicri^a 
confideration is in thefe days no momemV Od&ittt mu- 
tuant feems now to be the ravourite maxim inculcated by thdfe 
whom the king del ighteth to honour. Having Tapped the foun- 
dations of the conftitution, having m their own ^dprfcign im- 
port the yoke, and riveted the chains of the people, thay wouW, 
in order to make every thing fure and folid, reduce every 
branchy every individual of die royal family to *ke^4wH* *4mj*& 
ftate of feryjtude. , , Obferying that the divifionsof thel«e*al line 
frequently contributed in ancient times to the pmfiwvaitofirbf 
liberty, becaufe the difepnten ted princes threw thfmfelves into 
the fcale of the people, and thus formed a balafncet*r*ht< e*eef- 
five weight of the crown ; obferviqg, I fay, tWa feifcumftande, 
ttieywill not even leave the ^emblance^of Hbertyr/to 4htfe 
devoted victims, but render them totally dependent *ipow flhe 
caprice of a king; or rather of bis roinifter. BuMsithfi plaitfin 
recalculated for making the rpyal jine entirely fu Servient and 
obfequ'ious to the fovereign, a«d for producing chat ^defpotic 
calm, at which they aim I On the contrary, it will prove die 
' fource ofendlefs diflentions and quarrels as well among the royal 
family as among the people. Do you imagine that any man 
arrived at the age of maturity, jjauch lefs a young fpiriied 
prince, wift fubmit with patience to the lofs of die rights of a 
man , to that power enjoyed by the meaneftfubjoclr, to the right 
of difpofmg of himfelf in marriage, when he has arrived at the 
legal age of maturity, , at the common years of difcretion, Which 
entitle all but idiqts and Iunaticks to chufe a help meet for them, 
as their own fancy dire&s. Is it the intention of the miniuer 
tyr this bill to make us infinuate that our royal family are but 
Idepts or lunatkks ? Though they have net fagacity to per- 
ceive it, this is the compliment which they pay*** his tnajefty , 
tvhch fcljiey fuppofe his family incapable of walking without 
leading firings till the age of twenty-five? Why do 1 fay the age 
brtwenty-iive-? T he bpl continues their ftate of minority for 
ever, and leaves them pupils and wards of his majefty and the 
parliament all their life. In order, however, to make amends, 
his majefty, let him be ever fo young, ever fo ignorant aftr* 
inexperienced, is fuppofed to be at eighteen endowed with *♦ 
gooa quality Both of head arid heart, being invefted with 
to provide himfelf a proper confort,' arid to ad as'igp-A-*'' 
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his former -guardian,- to trie man who was perhaps regent 
of the * »l«v J Ajperiritended his education, ani provided 
him with fwad<Hin£ cloaths. Sir, you, need not r fmjle $ 
princes, like other^brtais, rnuft be rocked in~ tfieir cjadles, 
and have their rattles and hoboy hotfes. However much Rei- 
fied upon the thfahe they were once but boy^, I ^v^h* they did 
not frequently cfttttfriuefo, ^ proYe'themfelve? no^ only Jefs 
than meMi- battnbi*WiWh)evous than unlucky/boys. HadihU 
bill been calculated for Corrfining their freaks and faities within 
bounds, its «fcjec* would be rational j becaufe, as the influence 
of the crown is now fo niuth extended, 'they are of aJl others 
molbnoibtdt^d. Ybtr miy give them what epithets you 
pieafe; you m*y call them God's vicegerents and vicars- gene- 
ral upon earth. Names wiil not alter the nature of things. 
They will not prove kfs tyrannical and despotic. Nay,^tbe 
higher you exalt them, the more they will trample upon their 
fubjea*. When this is the (late of the cafe, why fhould I 
wonder fchat^you have chofen this dark and midnight hour for 
fo black and attroctous a deed ; This is the murderous feafofi of 
the night, and you have with propriety pitched upon it* for 
giving a vital ftab to liberty, and for effecting a pur pofe much 
more hellifh than the gunpowder-treafon. Kings, Lords, and 
Commons may foon be replaced, all blown up in the air y but a 
: loft conrtitution who can rcftore? men are the ofFspring L of a 
* Jingle generation ; but a fy ftem of wife laws is the wot k of 

; Age8r;- ' \"' ' ' *' . "7 V a 'iV i-. 

■ . i ' Mti H. Herbert moved to adjourn: He was, feconded by 
Mr. Stephen Fox, Efq; but this motion was withdrawn, upon 
an agreement, that the debate upon the principle of the . bill, 
fcouldcomeon this day (Wednefday) upon the motion for the 
fpeaker s leaving the chair. j m / L t \{ 

i The principles which the miniftry maintained throughout 
, tiie whole debate, and in which they were fupported by their 
z proftitute crown lawyers, were, that although this prerogative 
was undefined, both as to its power, arid, the objects of it* yet 
was abfolutely vetted in the crown by the conftitutiop, and the 
i common law of the' land, from time immemorial to this day ; 
and that an a& done contrary to, or in defiance of it, though in 
iheexercifeofthe common right* of the fubjeft, wa* a con- 
tempt of this prerogative ; a crime at common law^ and^ was 
pumfhable by fine an4 imp! ifonment. " , . , l , ~. 

On Wednefday March if, upon the order of the day being 
rtMlfii for the houfe of commons to refolve itfelf into a commit - 
of the whole houfe, on the royal marriage bJJl, a long de- 
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The queflion was whether tht fpeaker fliould leave the chair > 

The 



Digitized by Gooflle 



( m> ) 

The following is a lift of the genderacn who fp^kt for *a«<i 




• 4 Lorti 'Bcfiafynj 3 Mr. Stanley liadi av*rt ous 

:$ /Gj^ainPhipps^ ,. M , rf , .6, Mr. Cooper., a da nou> 

7 Mr. Herbert — ; } lo, Mr. Onflow ,i, n mpttl io«> 

8 Mr. FUmpden >' r J ii Lord > Ctveitdi&ri n*:li 

ol. BarVfe r»r U Mr* Jen&nGw* i ,ebnuod 

19 Mr. JUowdcfvvett^ » o u ttt 
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. 20 M*W. Burke 1 vsd'I 
21 Mt. Cornwall 22 Lord Norths ™ Y ™ri^r{ 

24 Sir W. Meredith 25 Mr. T. Townfccnd^b ov/ 

27 Sr W. Meredith, to 26 Mr. E.Burki* brysiofcM o> 
rc P l Y ' , k 2 * Mr. E. Barker *> reply, aril 
Upon the queftion, the Noes were 64, and the Ayes 300^ 
They adjourned tjll Friday.^ t\: rilled worn 



-On Friday came on, at half paft tbr$e ol 
Commiteeof the whole Houfethe further confidemk** *>f 
tht Roy ai marriage Bill, Wclbore Ellis, Efq ; ia theA2hair 
-when there were again five di virions : The nrft wa&npon 
an amendment propofed by Mr. Dowdefwell, to leave out in 
the fecond page, line 20 of the Bill, the following \ word* : 
**• perfift in his or her refolution to contract a; marriage 
diiaproved of, or diilented from, by the King, his heir*, 
or (uceefibrs, that then fuch defcendant.flull give notice to 
his Majefty's Privy Council ; " andjnfert, intend tx> corttratt 
any. marriage, fuch defcendant.fhall give notice ri to- his 
Majefty's rrivy Conucil of his or her intention, together 
with the name and addition of the party with whom- he or 
or fae ihall intend to marry as afore laid, 1 * •*< <: v* 

Queftion put, that the words propofed to be left out ihall 
ft and as part of the motion ; Ayes 103 ; Noe9 48s' h v 

Second page, line 27, amendment was propofed to leave 
<mi * twelve, and infert * one.' ..<:.. ijvi t ti l»» i«j **iJ> 
'The queftion was then put. that the word **<ttr*lVe 
ft and part of the claufe ; Ayes 127 f Noes 6o*< ,>V* .iU 
* - «ge the fecon^ line 31, Jeave, out,, « atidcAa^tJc. 
good/ v : , '■ J .' , , ,), ...< j^lwaniio 

- Page the fecorid, line 32, after « fucccflor imfirp^i 
(khjaarriagc {paij begoo^.. ^ & B >, r< i^rfi' 
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IMln itfte fecond page, line 54 and thefolIoAVin^. 
f Ati amendment waspropofed to Idaveout tfnieft'bot?* 
Houics of Parliament mall before the expiration of the faid 
twelve months cxprefsly declare there diiapprobation Of fhe 
faid intended marriage; v 

• The queftion put, that thefe w«rds ftand jpart of the 
claufe. . • « v! i-i 

The Committee divided ; Ayes 196 ; Nbes iby. 
1 The claufe which is concluded in line 37 agreed to. 
In line 40 leaye put « mall," and mfert " to" 
An amendment propoied to teave out *« or" iV the fortieth 
line^ r\'.w«M » 1 •• 1 
















195* Noc* no. 
'.An amendment propofed in the fortieth line, after the 
fccond « or" mfert ''to.*'. ...... 4 .>..« 1 

Queftion put, thatdiis amended claufe ftand part of the 
Bill.: ,.,vr.v , ......... 

The Committee divided, Ayes 179 ; Noes tr2. 
Mr. Ellis reported, that the Committee had gone thro' 
the Bill ; the report to be received on Monday morniris;. 

Adjourned till Monday. 
■: Monday, at three o' clock, Welbore Ellis, Efq ; reported 
to the Houfe the amendments of the Committee to ttfe 
Royal Mat riage Bill, which were agreed to. ' ' ' 

Rofe Fuller. Efq; then made a motion toinfeft a d«ufe, 
that the aft fbould continue in force for and during the 
reign of his prefent Majefty, and for three years aftei 4 hfis 
demiie and no longer. But after a fhort debate, which tailed 
till pail fix o'clock the queftion was put, that this claufe 
be made a part of the bill, when the Houfe dividing there 
appeared Ayes 132, Noes 150 ; fo that the claufe Was fejefred 
by a majority of onlyn^.- As foon as the above divifron 
was over, ievcral minority came in, being locked out a^ tne 
time of thedivifion, which was the means of jofing the 
claufe. Col. Lutterel and his father divided with'" the 
minority. 

The Speakers on this oc call on were, Mr; Fuller, Mr. 
Curzon, Sir Henry Houghton, Mr. Mack worth, Mr. Ongly 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Dowaefwell, Col. Barre, Lord North : the 
Attorney and Solicitor General, Mr. Dyfon, and Mr. 
Cooper. ,T , * 4 . . »rc a 4 «» 

The Houfe broke up on Monday night at nine o'clock 
having gone thro' the report " vh-vd *. 

...And ontTuefday in the- Houfe of Commons the* bill for 
better regulating the marriages of the Koyal Famiry^*** 
w ■ read 
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tad a thir&titafr, aad-it b€aag.propofed that the bdhflmitd 
naik^ many gentlemen Oppolcd *hV<princi pic and particular 
ck¥«i.otAc,Wl ; Mr- Wbmdgfe ih pwdii'ftid tex*M 

a bilV^r ^radfjr jic: rancour of a monfter, and the malice' 
of a man". No gentleman in adminiikration defended the 
bill but tru&ecl to tl*e h©ok;of Numbers, r.n At fi^ Jolcloick the 
Houfe divided, when there appeared to be 168 for itspaffing- 
1 1 5 againft k. -Sir Jofeptfe Mawbfey moved to correct the 
title of the aft* ana* to malaeitlco-extenfiyfe withits contents 
by adding theie words, "An Acl for enlarging and extending 
the „ Prerogative , of tl^Cte^-tod for the Encourage- 
ment of Adultery and Fornication u under the Pretence 06 
regulating, the Marriages of the ftoyal* Family buttkH was 
objected to, and the latter words continue to form th&titfcu 

The Royal Marriage* Bill as now paticd our Mojh Faithful 
Commons, in the unlimited extent it was draWm byi Lori 
Mansfield ; fo that every defcendant of our now more than 
ever to be lamented fovereign George the fecond, is'Wt* 
vadalage and ilavcry ; and the Kings of this limited monar- 
chy are erected into family tyrants to trample upon the Mws 
of nature and religion* One refburce of comfonk iliil ft^ 
mains, — the reflexion that the arbitary a£ts of a derpotic 
Henry were all repealed by his beneficent fon King Edward 
the Sixth. , . 

The Royal Marriage Bill has been pafled at the expenee 
ofc two Bi ittilh Baronies, five Irifti ditto, one advancement 
from ditto to an Irifh Earldom, one Blue Ribbon, three 
Red ones, one baronetage, three reverfionry patent placesy 
twenty live thouiand pounds in occasional gratituit'tes betides 
innumerable promites of lottery tickets. In lb very interefting 
an4 conftitutional light in this Bill fee* by our worth 
RepfefcttUtives. - 

Debate in the Houfe of Commons concerning Dr. NoweWs fermon. 
A4^.-Bi>yle W^lfmgbam moved, That the thanks of the 
" v 1 houfe which had been precipitately voted to Dr. NoweU 



for his fermon preached on the 30th of January lait, might on 
account of fome dffenfive paffages be expunged from their 



, General Irwin Seconded 
Sir Roger NeWdigate fai^tr was very extraordinary to make 
fuch a motion without repeating the paffages which were ex- 
ceptionable ; he defired the gentleman wouki point thenvesut, 
that the houfe might form a judgment. * " . 

Mr. Boyle Wallingham pulled the printed fermon tout of his 
pocM^ and,in his hurry, not rcadil^&nding^ f affa^lie 



Digitized by Google 



( 256 ) . „ . , _ 

alluded to, turned over feveral leaves : . forfie of tfie memtetf, 

who fat near him, endeavoured to fave time by pointing out to 
him the paflages : this producing fome converfation and joking, 
i Sir William Dolben rofe to order : and addreffing himftlf to 
the fpcaker, faid '* Sir, it is very plain to me that the gentle - 
man has neither heard nor read the fermon he has cenfured r 
fincc he is not able even with the affiftance of thofe who fit 
near him to find out the paflages which he has been told are ex- 
ceptionable- Gentlemen mould not condemn upon hearfay \ 
much fcfe ihould they venture upon fuch flight authoriVta 
make ferious motion* in the great aflembly ef the nat on. But, 
Sir, I will fave the gentleman the trouble of finding out the 
paflages he is looking for ; and as I was the perfon who moved 
the thanks for this fermon, I will inform the houfe how that 
happened. I moved the thanks of this houfe to Dr. Nowell 
farhisfetmon, at the defire of your fpeaker, who teard the 
fermon preached : my motion was fecpnded by Mr. Popham, 
who likewife heard it preached : both thefe gentlomen knew 
what they did, and arc equally concerned with myfelf to de- 
fend and juftify the thanks which have been given. For my 
own part 1 think that Dr. Nowell deferves for his fermon the 
thanks he has received ; and I (hall cbntinue to think fo till I 
bear better rcafons urged againft it than any which have been 
hitherto produced. The paflages objected to by an honour ble 
gentleman (Mr. Townfend) when this matter was laft men- 
tioned in the houfe, were the following (here Sir IV. 2>. read the 
pajfages which were cbjecJed to)—- No w, Sir, 1 infift upon it that 
thefe words do not bear the conduction which has been put up- 
on them : they are^proper ; and well warranted both by the 
hiftory of the times fpoken of, and by the fervice of the 1 church 
appointed for the occafion. Sir, I muft think that the com- 
plaint againft this fermon proceeded from the honourable gen- 
tleman's fpleen : for, Sir, the temper with which he threw the 
fermon three times on the table, declaring it ought to be burn- 
ed by the common hangman, convinced me, that at that mo- 
ment at leaft his bittern efs and zeal made him as defirous to burn 
the preacher as his fermon. ■ ' 

% Mr. Popham. ** I acknowledge that I heard the fermon 
preached ; and I exprefTed to Sir W. Dolben my difapproba- 
tion of it : but Sir William infifted that I muft have been mi(- 
taken, and that the fermon contained none of thofe ofFejifrve ex- 



preifions 1 had mentioned. As Sir W. was pofitive to thee very, 
fetter In the fermon, I fuppofed I had been miftaken ; and 
yielding to his interpretation, and better memory*, I confentei 
to fecond his motion for thanks. But I have read the fermon 
finc« is has keen printed, and find I have been mikted by 
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Mf'/'SpeaJccf /Sir Fletcher, J?oiton) A As I have been called 
uppp^l hope the houfe will indulge me with a few Word* 4fc 
is true. I heard the ipmon, ,but i *M not appiwe ^ltr~* 
highly difapproved ^ and; I did not conceal my femift^ftH 5 ? 
I took care to mention ,thc 4%# it gavsirticy to a gentleman 
who ,} was hire wo.ald tell the f>jeacher» of it again^ ^avlr^; 
done fovCpncluding jhat *be offenfiv* paflages would: 

it ne iptended to mavet^e tnanksJor tbe iermon as a cuftorh. 
ary compliment pfcQUtfe^, i . i. • . :• ? : d 4 <>ri ^>TUq ■ 

Mr; fownfend. " f Thc honourable gentleman who ma* 
the inotidh of thank, and has endeavoured to jnffify the«i,ttf 
commending th^e offenhve paffages of the fermon in queftwh* 
has very improperly attributed 

of temper. It proceeded from a, very different ntotivti^tfdiw 
the moil mature and cool conitderation and enquiry in the caufes 
of the civ il wars and the hiftory of Charleys time, I am of opi- 
nion that the perfons who fir ft took up arms again ft that pnnc: 
were not only blamclefs, but praife worthy. Had it bee* mf 
misfortune to have lived when a neceflity like that called for 
it, I (hould not have hcfitated to have taken arms like wife- Bu# 
becaufe I dp not wifh to fee fuch days, i am for cenfuring the 
arbitrary doctrines contained in this fermon, being thoroughly 
perfumed that the encouragement of Main waring, Sibthorp 
and Montague, who preached then the fame doctrines which 
Dr. NoweR has now revived, was mote pernicious to Charfet 
the gift, than the efforts of all his perfonal enemies— if he haul 

Mr,Trederick Montague. " Sir, the reproach which has 
pft been caft upon the name of Montague, is not the occafiofir 
of my rifinff £t thjs time, I . feel it impofiibl that I (houtd 
have t^e.leaft ulat ion to fuch a man ; and if 1 had I fhov.ld 
not a£ ii njgt to defend his writings which I abhor. A different 
confederation l lias inclined me to fpeakonthis occafion :the 
Clergy of this Qoimtry arc in a very mfagreeaid* §timk>iy 
wh^'^iey are .Obliged to preach on the- 30th of January 
I remember when a ; Clergyman was refilled the thank* 
of this ^Iffe^Te f W%ufe he preached in the oppofit<ir extreme 

^ %n ^u-w^ now > wc ™ c s? in e h * 

thanks to j]^ pentlea>ai\ fpr a restfon directly contrary 
<b jlfet ^yh^chl caufed thq-*e&*&l to- the other. • J vV hat c*ri 
tliejSfrgy^ tlt^y follow the ipr.vicc of the;Chi»refe for 
that day, , theyVjai^ft tqjideaujed >y reaibiS HfiAn ah* 
ruftiG^ i if tlicy contradict the terms and fpiritof the fcrvrce 
^ r io LI - they 
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they will not find thctafclvcs without reproach and cehfor© . 
on that account; ■ The consciences of the Clergy ant! the 
underftanding of their congregations, and the rights of fcu- ' 
manity ought to be releived from this infult. " 1 therefore 
give notice', that with trie leave of this Houlc, I intend to 
bring in- a bill tb a^olWh that ' Mature by which oar Church 
fervice is apointcd for the 30th of January 

Sir Roger Newdigate with extreme violence and heat 
justified both the Preacher and Charles the Firtf. He read 
ibme extract from a Sermon by' Fleetwood ; in which he 
preached the fome do&rine as Dr'Nowell ; and yet Sir Roger 
obfervea/that Fleetwood was not a Tory,' but was persecuted 
afterwards by Queen Anne's Tory Adminiftratiori. Sir Roger 
however acknowledged that he could not defend every ac\ 
or, particular part x>f the conduct of Charles ; he' faitT he 
nruft own he had one fault," which was complying tod eaUiy 
with the wifhes of his people: arid he inflancccf the execution 
of Strafford whofc warrant Charles iigned altho* he knew 
him innocent^. "Sir Roger faid that no hiftoriah of any credit 
or abilities had ever attempted to defend the men who bpetofed 
Charles ; one hiftorian indeed bad endeavoured to do it but 
no regard waspaicjto that Hiflfbry by any perfon, as the 
author was known to entertain ; "notions and profefs prin- 
ples diametrically oppofitc to our Religion and Govermerif. 
Sir Roger dwcTt much on' the princely virtues bf the bleflcd 
Martys. he exalted his learning, piety &c. &c. and concluded 
by declaring' that in his opinion Charles the Firft as a King 
and a Gentleman poffefled virtues which were worthy of the' 
imitation of any perfon in any age or Country. Sir. 
Roger moved then for the order of the day. 

Lord Folk frone faid, heh ad a ptrfonal knowledge of Dr. 
No well, 3nd a great regard for him 5 that he could hot fuppofe 
the doctor had any bad intention, nor indeed did it appear that 
his expr.effions went beyond tfrofe of the fervice which is ap- 
pointed by law to be read on that day. His Lordfhip owned 
that the fervice of the day ought not to be the guide of any Eng- 
lilh'man's do&rme ; 1>ecaufe the fervice was drawn up by Fa- 
ther Peters, the confeffbr of James the fecond. 

Captain Phipps moved for the journals of the houfetobe read 
where Lenthall wes reprehended for faying in the houfe of 
commons, that they who firft drew the fword in the late rebel- 
lion were as guilty as thofe who cut off the king's head. 
. This debateended with reading the journal. 

The aueftion being put for the order of the day, the fpeakef 
imfarualty declared that the Ayes had it ; but tipori a divifion it 
appeared that the No's had it by 151 to 41. 

Mr 
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l Mr. tVaUlngham's potion to expunge the thanks was then 
renewed. ••• ; t • , 

Mr. Sawbridge. « Sir, it will not be imagined that I rife 
to oppofe the prelent motion, nor does it appear to want any 
fupport, the fenfe of the houfe being fufficiemly xleciared by the 
divifion we have juft feen, but 1 am called upon by <bme ex- 
preflions that fell froin one of the gentlemen in the Wl debate. 
He has pafTedhis judgment very peremptorily upon hiftoriaRs, 
and eheir principles ; and it is -true that if loxyifrn be the con- 
ftitution of our church and ftate» tbofe whom he has cenfurcd 
have deferved cenfure. If dei*porimi be the juft claim of an 
king, the gentleman is veryorthodox and ' 
monized. JEIc has talked much of the virtue 
qualities of Charles the firft ? whom yet he v ba 
" to be a tyrant and a traitor : to which amiable virtues I add, 
that he was alfo a lyar. His jnjuftice and treachery. the. .gentle- 
man has inftanccd by acknowledging that hefentenced to death 
his faithful fervant whofe zeal and iunocence he .never doubted. 
And it is notorious that this virtuous king would never have 
died upon a fcaffold, ifbefldesa whole resign, of cruelty and op- 
preflion he had not likewife been found to be a lyar ^ con vie*. 
Had not his letters .been intercepted by which he declared (even 
* at tfrfc time of his rhdfl folemn aflurances) that he never meant 
Co perform the promifes tie made to his people ; had riot thefe 
letters been intercepted, a tranfeendent :a& of edifying juftice 
had rnifcarricd, ano Charles would never have been brought to 
the block. I am forry hr, that the reverend preacher can find 
| one advocate in this houfe to join with , him in , recommending 
the virtues of tyranny, treachery and falfehood to his prefent 
majefty for immitatiun- Sir the chief inducement to the preach- 
er tor wHhing his Majefty to copy cJofcly the blefied Martyr's 
example, is the onjy; argument IJcnow that can be urged againft 
' prefent motion : The cenfure. of:$he Houfe, of Commons up- 
on* Main waring, pr. NowelFs Prcdecellpr, for ;$he fame doct- 
rine, produced to that preacher a biuippric ; the doctor hopes 
and I fear that our cenfure will have the fame fuqee/s. '* 

Sir William Dolben rofc only to fay that, whatever others 
might have acknowledged, lie rbir W. ) never bad and never 
would corifefsthat Charles the Firft was a Tyrant ; on the con- 
trary that he confidereA that Monarch as a perfeiYPattern for 
Royalty. He adde^^ that he hoped euery little ^piece of mifcon- 
'* ^ or error of a mmiftry or cvea a King was not to be count- 
tyranny, , , , " 

The queftipn was then put to expunge Jtfc thank* and was 
^r^ wiAout a divifion. ;l>: , . ; 

Imme- 

L 1 2 
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. .. Immediately after this refolutim of the Hojafc of Commons, )be 
turtvfity of the Public to perufe fo curious a performance, was 
greatly excited. The Sermon was tn a day or two not to be bought 
any wherry owing either to the great demand for it, or % as it has 
^jteen Jlrongly fufpe&ed,to the Doclor's having fuppreffed the further 
. fubiicaUen of it, and having by himfelf and agents bought up all that 
. %>er* in the Bo6k fellers flops, the latter conjedlure is probable as the 

- m application to them, infinuated that the fermon was out 

and they believed would not be reprinted. 7 has, tn all 
, would this precious morfel of Tory Eloquence have been 

known, had not * patriotic Member : . caufed it at his 

awn expend to be refrined, together with fome critical remarks on 
it^Tbis publication may, now be had of any of the Bookfellers in 
Paternefler Raw. ' . , 

^— : r— r 

Debate on Mr: Sawbridge's Motion in the Houfe of Commons 

for leave to bring in a Bill to Jhorten the Duration of Parliament. 

Mr. Sawbridce. 

. A/fK» Speaker, The rription lam now going to make is 
J-Y* -preeifely the fame as that which I made in this Houfe 
year. My own want of health, and fome other reafons, 
delayed it fo late in the feafen laft year, that I was conftrain- 

, cd to make it then in a very thin Houfe : to prevent a fimj- 
lar fituation this year, I took trie liberty to defirc a call of 
the Houfe : notwithitanding which call, I am concerned to 
fee a queftion of fuch great national importance fo poorly 
attended by the members. I can pretty well understand the 
ineanmgof this inattention : the miniflerial gentlemen, who 
arc liberally paid Tor oppofing every meafure that would He 
beneficial to the people,* think it Sufficient (becaufe it will 
earn their wagjes) if they come here foon enough to give 
their votes againft it. I will not, Sir, take up your time 
by apologies fdr my own inadequate abilities ; let thofe whp 
Have greater, apologize that fuch talk is left to me : however, 
1 will lefTen that objection, by dating what I have tq fa.y 
as concifely as poffible. 

" That legal, equal, and free fyftem of government, 
which is either our constitution or its foundation, was flrft. 
introduced into this kingdom by the Saxons. It was a lead- 
ing principle with them, that wherever an officer, whp was 
intruded with power,, could by the abufe of that power, 
prejudice the people, that officer was ele&i ve ; arid thofe e- 
Icaions were at leaft annuai,if not more frequent. Whenttie 
Heptarchy was reduced to a Monarchy under Alfred, all the 
Saxon laws and cuftoms were recognized, and an aft was 

jnade, that a parliament fhould be held twice a year at leaft, 

«•...«,,• j • »-<•••♦• •• ••• * ••'»«• . jn 
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n the time of Edgar the fame ftatute was re-ena&ed ; and 
this fyflem was religion fly adhered to tilfthe Norman coti- 
tiueft. At that period a violent (hock was eftven to our ex- 
cellent conft i tution ; that legal, equal, and free form of go- 
vernment, which had been enjoyed in this nation For*nve 
hundred years, gave place to a monarchical tyranny. The 
common law of England was in part abolifhed; and the 
civil law, which had prevailed in JJormandy, introduced ih 
a great meafure in its ftead. 

From this time all was ina fcene of confufion ; perpetual . 
civil wars between king and people; the king? endeavouring 
to eftabliih an abfolute power, and the people to rtftore 
their laws and liberty. In thefc contefts the people ahnoft 
always prevailed; in confequence of which the Kings as 
often engaged folcmnly to reitore the antient conftitutipn ; 
tliefc folemn engagements they never, but at far as fney 
Were compelled, obierved ; at length the people, wearied 
out by royal treachery, and not chtuing any longer to trull 
theft kingly promifes, compelled King John, whom they 
had in their power, to fign the Great Charter; In that 
charter it is ftipulated, that parliaments fhall be reftoredL 
And accordingly (King John dying immediately after this 
ftipulation) a parliament was called under his fucceflbr'j 
but no truly cohftitutional parliament was held till the reign 
of Edward the Third. In his reign, an a& was patfed 
that a parliament ihould beheld once a year, or oftner if 
neceflary. That king reigned fifty years, and we have an 
account of fifty-four Parliaments during that period ; To 
that it does no appear that he himfelf kept ftri&ly his own 
law of holding a Parliament once every year: however, of 
this we are fure, that no parliament continued longer than 
one year. We do not meet with any long parliaments'till 
the reign of Henry VIII. that King, 1 believe even in thefc 
times, and even oy this Houfe of Commons, will be al- 
lowed to have been a tyrant. Having attempted many 
wicked meafures which he could not cany to the utmoft of 
his wifhes with parliament, he determined to try what he 
could do without parliament ; and for that reafon, during 
fome years of his reign, calltd no parliament. At length 
however, having more fchemes againft the conftitutiort, 
to which he thought it advifeable to give the colour of law, 
he employed his minifters and creatures to attempt to get 
a parliament, returned, which would be entirety fufrfcrvf- 
ent to hjs will* In t£is. his fuceeis was equal to his mo j 
fanguinc wiibes .; for to that parliament were returned a 
great number of King's friends. By means of thofe hil 

friends 
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friends, finding himfelf able to carry his wqrft purpofes, 
he was in no hurry to part with fuch a parliament : he 
therefore continued them t>v prorogation feven years ; till at 
Iepgth either afhamcd of what they had done, or afraid of 
what they might4uf£cr, did themfclves petition to be dif- 
fojvcd. Such was the; honourable example of die firltfep- 
tennial parliament, which was ready to approve and fan&ify 
any bloody or deteftable aft pf this flagitious tyrant. The 
next parliament, which fat for any confiderable length of 
time, was the long parliament under Charles the "Firir. Of 
their proceedings, the opinions of mankind are various ; for 
my own part, I do not by any? means intend to cenfure their 
conduft upon the whole, or to defend every one of their 
rneafurcs. The fecorid lorig parliament was that under 
'Charles the Second ; which (before men had feen the pre- 
terit) was, by way of diftinction, reproachfully called the 
.pennoned parliament. It is notorious of this parliament, 
that when any fcandalous Royal meafurc had been carried 
in that. Houle of Commons, the members were invited to 
dinner, and found under their respective plates, the lums 
which each man's proftitution was proportionable thought 
to defcrve. 

u To remedy this evil of corruption, foon after the re- 
volution a triennial bill was prdpofed. The meafure fre- 
quently mifcarried. It once parted both Houfes, but King 
William refufed his affent : however thei patriots of thole 
days were notcafily dhceuraged ; 'they were not difmayed 
by their defeats, but increafed their ardor in proportion to 
the occafion for it ; they prefevercd, and at length, in 1694, 
the triennial bill palled, and became a law. Agarnft that 
law, however, fome of the- worthies of that* age proteftecK: 
and their , proteft was m the following words;— « We da 
dilTcnt from this vote ; becaufe it tendeth to the continu- 
ance of the prefent parliament longer than, as wc appro* 
Kend, is agreeable to the; conftitution of England. 1 '— Two 
years after the acceflion Of the Houfe of Hanover, the fep- 
tennial bill palled. The beft method of knowing the mo- 
tives of thofe people who introduced i and foppOrted this 
me*iure, is to collect the arguments they ufedfn its favour 
'at the time the queftion was agitated : the only reafon pre- 
tended, was, that there had been a rebellion the year be- 
fore, and that they were apprehenfive, if the parliament 
did not fit beyond its ufuaL time, they mould be fruftrat- 
ed in the great meafure which they had at heart, namely 
-the fettling of the prefent family on the throne. 1 am in 
my. own mind convinced that the reafon given was their 

true 



Digitized by Goog 

1 



% 



I 

» 

( 263 ) 

true reafon : I have fo high*an opinion .of thj>fe men that 
J -cannot" bring myfelf to think,, that if they had^forefeen ] 
the mifchiefs- consequent to that law, if they could have : 
imagined the fhamelefs corruption and proftitutron winch we | . 
fee at this day,' I cannot imagine they would ever have Ittf-: 
fercd, much left promoted the fatal Septennial BilL From 
that moment to this hour a general fyftem of corruption and 1 
venality has prevailed in this ArTembly ; and men efc&ed * 
into this Houfe, no longer confcder themfelvcs as rqprefim- " 
tatives of the people, but as perfons who have purchased' a [ 
beneficial leaie; which they are by all, and by any means \ 
to turn molt to their own advantage. That this, Sir. in 
our prefent ntuation is abundantly proved by die experi- 
ence of every day, Sir a you have fik fitly heard in that 
chair more than one Meml>er of this Houle dare to alfcrt, 
that their conftitucnts have ho riitht to inttruct them, and 
that they do not fhink themfelves, under any obligation to^ 
obey the inftru#ion of thole who lent them hither.~iSE 
if, any further argument was wanting to iuftify my motion 
for leave to bring m a bill to Shorten the duration of partia- 
ment, his Majefty liimfelf has moft gracioutiy bfcch pleated 
to ftirmfhs the ftrongelVin its favour i I mean theanf\ver_ 
which he has l>een advifed to give to the petition oiftxty 
thousand ehdors of England , Who have petitioned 'huh fora^ 
diftolution of this Parliament; their petitions, Sir fet Fortb^ 
that this Houie of Commons has violated the right Of Etec-'J 
tioa ; and that their conftituents have no farther confidence^ 
in tbem, but diiclaim both them and there proceedings^ 
To all thefe petitions, except one, his Majefty* haV been_ 
fttent, difdaining even to anlwer to his fubjefh rto one of 
them indeed he was conftraincd to reply, and therefore his 
anfwer to tlvc City of London muft be coniiderea* as the an- 
lwer to them all. He tells tnem, mocking their 1 dutifnt 
cxpreffibns, that, «« he fliould ill difchargc TO duty o( aj 
father to bis p >ople if he made fo unj.cmftitutiori.il a * ufe of his 
prerogative todhToive his parliament at the reqiieft of the' 
electors, wiio ftate that* they are not their representatives, 
I fhall take leave to tell you what his Majefty; has been ad< 
vifed to think are conftitutional and proper, ulcV of his pre** • - 
gative. It is aconftitutional ufe,' iUcenis^ :Y c»f hfs preVo- 
gative, to i flue an illegal proclamation. Ir lrVeen'miuti- 
onal ufe of his prerogative, t;o grant a, Koii froiquL when a 
grand jury finds bill* of indf&mcnt for bTeachts of tiie peace. 
It is a conftitutional ufe of his prerogative to appoint to office* 
of great public truft, Popijh recufants incapacitated by law. 
It is a conftitutional ufe of his prerogative, to direct his 
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troops wantonly to butcher his helplefs unarmed fubjefts ; to 
fupport, defend, and reward fuch as were moft active in that • 
butchery, and to return formal public thanks to them allfor 
their alacrity in deftroying thofe by whofe honeft induftry 
both he and they are fed* It is a conftitutional and an honeft 
ufe of his prerogative, to order for execution mhguided poor 
men, who were couvicted upon a rurreptitious rider of an 
unreafonable penal ftatute ; notwithstanding the whole court 
before whom they were tried, joined in reprefenting to him 
that they did not believe the parties guilty, and recommended 
them as proper objects of his mercy. It is a conitituti- 
ohal ufe of his prerogative to pardon malefactors, convicted 
on the common law of England, of the moft attrocious and 
aggravated murders; notwithstanding the Judges before 
whom they were tried, reprefented to him, that they were 
convicted by the cieareft evidence, and were by no means 
proper objects of his royal mercy. It is a conftitutional ufe 
of his prerogative to prorogue a Parliament in a lifter king- 
dom, when regulations were to be made without which their 
manufactures could not be carried on, and when none of 
the private bufinefs for the advantage of the country was 
nniffied; merely becaufe they acted as the real reprefen- 
tarives of people, and would not lend themfelvcs to fupport 
the pernicious meafurcs of the crown. It is a conftituti- 
onal ufe of his prerogative to difTolve the American af- 
femblies (though not requefted by the Electors) becaufe 
they would inSft on preferving tie rights of their con- 
stituents, and would not become the creatures of the, 
royal governors.— —Such, and many more fuch, are the 
ufes which his Majelty has been perluaded to make of his 
prerogative. Both the ufes which he has made, and the 
uies which he has not made of his prerogative, added to 
the abufes of his parliament are incontestable reafons for 
my motion. This, Sir, is all I (hall at prefent fay upon 
the queftion: If any objection (hall be made, or ar- 
gument uflged againft it, I relerve myfelf to anfwer 
them as well as I am able. I will not therefore now 
take up more of your time, but conclude with a mo- 
tion that leafe be given to bring in a bill, to fbortca 
the prefent duration of parliaments." 



[Tbg remainfrr *f this DthUi intur ncxt.\ 
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To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 

SIR, / 

THE Royal Marriage- Aft has at length, I find, taken 
place, notwithftanding the ftrenuous oppofition 
made to it froma variety of motives. I do not in the main 
find fault with it, the notion being quite natural to all pa- 
i*ents to have it in their power to dirpofe of their Children 
in Marriage ; and much more is itfo to King?, who by ha- 
ving the fuccefiion in rightful heirs to make provilions for, 
cannot be too ibllicitous that nothing in their marriage- con- 
nections mould derogate from family-dignity, and the hon- 
our of the nation. 

Thus far this a£t. may be culculated for good purnoles ; 
but I think, and (hall always think, that in a govermeiit, 
fuch as ours, it is throwing too much into the fcale of loy- 
alty, to velt a King with fuck powers, as we are not 
10 Mm fumcicntly 
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fufftcieritly apprized, and may never fathom, what views he 
he may have, and what attempts he may make, to alter 
the fuceffion at difcretion. It would have been therefore 
more eligible to have left this difcretionary power in the 
hands of the Parliament, with this claufe, that as by the 
laws of God and confeience, nothing ought to be fo 
free as marriage-contracts, fo any of the Royal family 
might marry with whom they pleafed, and with full and 
uncontroled liberty in their choice ; but mould not be 
provided for by the flate, without previoufly confulting 
the national wifdom in Parliament, and obtaining its con- 
fcut. This is putting a Britifh Royal Family, as is rational 
it mould, on the footing of the children of the common- 
wealth, to be honourably dealt with, if found obedient to 
her directions, but punifhable by fnch mark of difgrace 
if contrary to admonition, they abided by the fuggeftions 
of their own will. The iflue too of fuch marriages may be 
incapacitated to fucceed to the crown. 

The marriages of Englifh Princes of the blood royal, 
ought therefore to be contracted with liberty, becaufe it is ' 
of the eflence of marriage to be free; but in confequence of 
fnch regulation of parliament for national advice and appro- 
bation, it cannot be laid that this liberty confifts in the 
power of marrying with whom the fallies of paflion may 
prompt them, on the conditions, and in the time, that may 
teem agreeable to their fancies. Liberty in general, fays, 
Ulpian, confifts in nothing elfe, but the power of doing what 
the laws permit ; and fpeaking particularly of marriage, he 
fays, that this liberty is grounded on the power of contract- 
ing it after the manner that the laws give leave. The 
ancient )ur\fprk(Lnce acknowledged no marriages to be 
lawful, but thofe which were conformable to the laws 
of the ftate ; and here we muft place a diftin&ion between 
the legalty and validity of marriage. The validity of mar- 
riage is fo at the bar of confeience, and before God : no hu- 
man laws can deftroy its obligation ; neither can their 
force extend farther than to pains and penalties. A clande- 
ftine marriage within the realm of England is not legal by 
the marriage aft, but it is not the lefs valid and obligatory 
* in confeience before God for bein£ clandeftine. This is a 
point of view wc muft not lofe fight of. Civil liberty holds the 
middle between two extremities, which are, (ervitude, and an 
abfolute licence for doing whatever one pleafes. In this fituation 
it can neither be the one, nor the other ; becaufe this not be- 
ing in the abfolute dependance of fcrvitude , it has never the 
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Iefs received from laws ether bounds than lie at its own dis- 
cretion ; whence it muft confift in the licence of doing that 
which the laws permit. 

In moft of the arbitary Courts of Europe, the marriages 
of the Royal and Princely children are not free. In France, 
the Princes of the blood are prohibited, by a fundamental law of 
the ftate from marrying without the leave of the King, and 
never have the liberty of contracting marriage of their own 
authority. We fhould be apt to conclude from a regulation of 
this kind, that the contracts of thofe, who are fo far incapaci- 
tated from being mailers of themfelves, are of no validity, if 
not authorized by the King, on whom they depend. But 
where (hall wc find a rcafon for this r we cannot fay but that 
thefe contracts are entered into willingly, as otherwife they 
could not be called contracts ; and this is fo evident that it is 
impofliMe to difavow it : yet it is true, that they are not enga- 
ged in according to the prefcript of civil liberty, I mean that, 
which is regulated by the laws, which gives them full force 
both as to legality and validity: For if validity was alfb deftroyed. 
by the prefcript of civil liberty, of courfe that ufage muft be 
annihilated in like manner, tho' founded on a rule of right, 
which fays, <« That what belongs to us, cannot be taken trom 
us without our confent." 

It muft therefore be abfurd, to think, that any human law 
can fuperfede the law of God, and of confeience ; or that it can 
be fuppofed, that a man confentingto marry without the con- 
dition of civil liberty, has not the power of difpofing of him- 
felf by reafon of his dependance on a fuperior power, and in 
confequenceof this dependance has no manner of power over 
himfelf, and cannot take to himfelf a woman in marriage. 

The perfon, whom this act was apparently intended to affect 
is not within the letter of it, his marriage being both legal and 
valid j legal, as not comprehended in the latt marriage act, 
and valid, as he indifputably had the power of difpoting of 
himfelf in marriage. It feems therefore after all that nothing 
more has been done by the whole procedure, than to open 
wider the breach, and fow dilfenfions in the ftate by perpe- 
tuating a coldnefs and mifunderftanding between the branches 
of the royal family. It often happens that the indifcretions of 
youth are attended with lucid intervals, and fome of thefe fo 
permanent, that wifdom takes the place of folly ; and he, who 
had been held out as an object of ridicule to the people be- 
comes infenfibly their idol, when experience has at length 
convinced them, that he is totally reclaimed, and invariably 
purfues good courfes. 

M m 2 Whence 
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Whence this political reflection will have its ufe, that 
the minifter who fhould attempt to ingage in great dtfigns 
abroad, ought firft to confider if all at home be right, no caufes 
of animofity fubfifting in the (rate, no mifunderftanding between 
the branches of the royal family. The union of the principal 
qualities is what prtferves our bodies in a proper degree of 
health. Encroachments of all kinds are a violation of natural 
jufFice ; they break the union of minds, and minds being once, 
difunited, trouble and confufion muft enfue. Who is ignorant 
that the union of the governing powers in a kingdom, and 
particularly that of the royal family, is the moft allured foun- 
dation of peace and felicity to the fubjeft ? They cannot be dif- 
united from the fovereign, and none of them can attempt toen- 
terprize any thing againft his authority , without breaking 
through the laws of juftice, and breaking likewife their own 
union, which muft expofe the flate to great calamities. This 
thought is of Micipfa in Saluft. And Cyrus inftrucYmg his fon 
Cambyfes, gave him for advice, to maintain the harmony of 
friendfhip with his kindred, and even to grant them advantages 
' fufficicnt to content them, as fo doing fhould make him beloved 
by his fubje£ts, who never imagine a Prince capable of friend- 
fhip, that does not love thole of his blood. This confideration 
may be the more important, as Tacitus fays, that it is ufual 
with the People, to entertain a particular afFe&ion for the 
Princt's relations, when they fee them hated by him without 
reafon, giving an inftance of the love the Romans bore to Ger- 
manicus, which increafed in proportion to Tiberius's hatred of 
him : For it is evident that this particular afFe&ion of the peo- 
ple, would put great advantages in their power for difturbing 
the ft ate, and might fupport them in cafe of a revolt. And 
as it can hardly happen that the fovereign's relations may re- 
main unappointed, and without departments to direct in the 
ftate, how lhall they acquit themfelves of their duty, if fufFered 
tD live at variance with him, and to engage m parties and 
cabals to his prejudice ? would not this be evidently expofing 
him to the danger of civil wars, of which we have but too 
many examples in our hiftory ? 

The Torment of KINGS. 

A King died without leaving behind him an heir, and by his 
will gave away the Crown to him who after his death 
fhould firft enter the city of his refidence. A poor labouring man 
appeared at the gates when the King had expired, and was in- 
ltantly crowned. He had inteftine and foreign wars to fuftain, 
commerce to revive, taxes to leflen, arts to make flour ifh, fubfift- 
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ance of his people to provide for. 'He learned to put things in a 
fhort time on a good footing, becaufe he had common ferrle ; and 
fucceeded in all, becaufe he fincerely wifhed to do good ; but 
he was full of cares and overwhelmed with uneadnefs. An 
inhabitant of his village came to fee him, and faid : Thanks 
be to the All-powerful God, with whom nothing can compare 
who has raifed you to fo a high degree of glory and power ! 
Ah ! friend, faid the king, inftead of thanking God, afk him to 
give me courage and patience, pity inftead of felicitating me : 
In my former itate, I only fuffered by my own wants 5 but now 
I fuffer by the wants of every one of myfubje&s. 

To the Printer of the Polttical Regiftcr. 

S I R, 

NO T H I N G for fome time pad has (hocked me fo 
much, as an account I lately read in Bingley's Jour- 
nal of the manner of fpending life and killing time, which 
has been adopted as fomething fuperlatively cxquifite at 
Buckingham-houfe. I cannot think that there is any truth 
in the narrative, and that it muft therefore proceed from 
malevolence ; for who could imagine that a plan fo abfurd* 
fo favouring of folly fhould be Jb almofl invariably pur- 
fued by rational beiiigs, forbid it decency ! Forbid it wif- 
dom ! Forbid it Majefty ; I wim never to hear more of it. If 
the cafe, however, might be fo, we havejuft reafon to lament 
over human nature which is prone to take to bad ways, when 
unaflifted by lights thrown round it from proper education. 
If therefore you think, Sir, that the inclofed letter from one 
friend to another, On the Education of Children, and particu* 
larly that of Princes , would prove entertaining in your rc- 
gifter, it is at your fervice from your conftant reader and 
correfpondent, Y. Z. 

Dear Sir, 

T AM fo perfuaded that a good education is of all means that 
which contributes moft to the well-beinff of human na- 
ture, that I cannot help admiring the inftitutes you are en- 
deavouring to train up your fon in. 

Far from convincing the world that you had any thoughts, 
according to the prefent mode, of making him acquire quali- 
fications more flafhy, rather than juft; of giving him a turn 
for external politencfs rather than fentimental impreflions ; 
of teaching him the world, rather than making provifions 
for the fecurity of his modefiy and virtue; you on the con- 
trary exert yourielf from the idea of excellent models, to 
make him as perfect as nature hcrfelf may require. 
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I fay nature; for if it be true what Roufleau fays, that na- 
ture made us for living in a ftate of reparation from one a- 
nother, all our care would then be to no purpofe. In that fi- 
xation, inftinct alone would be fufficient, and we mould be 
the more happy, as regardlefs of our like, we would 
fhew lefs attention to them, and retain more affection for 
ourfelve*. 

But even in that ftate, as being immerfed in idlencl- and 
addicted to maleficence we, mould be a greater nuifance to 
tjie earth we lived on, than the moll lavage beads; and our 
ftupid exiftence would be as fatal to our fellow-creatures % as 
theirs would be to us by a like excefs of pride and brutality. 

It cannot indeed be fo; for deftined to live in fociety, I 
mean to form a community of our abilities and talents; re- 
duced to borrow helps that are wanted to us ; obliged, for 
our own intcreft to make a return of thofe we have received: 
Beings, in fliort, neceffarily dependant on each other, we 
jftand in need of fentiments to unite us; and theie fenti- 
mcnts which nature infpires us with, good education muft 
caufe to fpring up, muft depurate, and nurture. 

There is nothing but the good ufe of wit and knowledge 
that Can compenfate the trouble we take in acquiring them; 
and indeed it would be of little fignincancy to attain de- 
grees of knowledge furpafling thofe of other men, if we 
had not learned by education the art of living with them, 
artd by mutual fetvices, the fecret of attracting their love 
and eiteem. 

As long as the world fubfills we (hall ever meet with jea- 
loufy, hatred, injuftice, fraud, revenge, treachery, as fo 
many obftacles to the union of hearts; yet will not good 
education blunt in a great meafure the edge of their malig- 
nity, and after all our reflections on the ways to happineis, 
fhall we be able to find any other, than that pointed out to 
us by gaining the efteem and friendfhip of men? It is this 
precious felicity, efpecially to a well inftrudted mind, that 
can induce it to make a facrifice of glory, fo it can but re- 
tain honour; and this felicity is not the effect of conftitu- 
tion, the work of reafon, the appendage of dignities, the 
advantage of riches. In vain mail we leek it in ourfelves; 
it is in the hands of our like, it is from them we muft expect 
it; we can do nothing but deferve it. But how otherwife 
fliall we deferve it unlefs it be by acts of beneficence, by 
unaffected politenefs, by fincerity in dealing, by undifgm- 
fed integrity, and by as many marks of efteem as we fhould 
defire a return of? 

If 
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If this be the ftate of the cafe, as in fact it is, it will be 
lovine ourfelves truly, to love others, who are only 
capable of making an eftimate of our talents and our vir-r 
tues, the only whofe fuffrages recompenfe and fupport 
merit, the only authors of the happinefs which flatters us 
moftj and which it interefts us moil to pofiefs. 

I aik what would become of our moft eftimable qualities, 
if there were none who mould think it worth their while to 
cfteem them. Shut up within our own hearts, where they 
would be to ourfelves only a fubject of complacency, they 
muft foon lofe all their value ; or they would turn out an 
object of indifference, and then nothing could induce us to 
fupport them. In the firft cafe, our pride, if it was known, 
would draw upon us nothing but hatred. In the fecond, our 
indolent coldnefs would draw upon us nothing but con- 
tempt. In both cafes, all merit would be quickly annihilated. 

It is therefore true that we owe to thofe whofe efteem we 
feck, that which contributes moft to our perfection ; and 
thence I infer that we cannot too much infpire young peo- 
ple with the love of that efteem. It is in reality the leaft 
frivolous and moft flattering happinefs; and to deflre that 
happinefs, is not indeed a virtue, but a fort of neceflity, 
which the welfare of human beings, and nature herfelfim- 
pofe on us. 

It is an indubitable fact that this deftre excites and gives 
life to the leaft talents, and enriches fociety with all the de- 
grees of merit which wou'd have been loft to it, whether a 
daftardlv indolence fhould keep them buried, or proud timidity 
could not prevail upon itfelf to produce them, or a ridiculous 
modefty had made them prove abortive. 

We mould therefore be far from neglecting to give mankind 
an early knowledge of the importance of this love of confide- 
ration, the fource, or at leaft the fupport of our virtues, it be- 
ing equally ufeful and neceflary to make young princes fenfible 
otit, notwithstanding their elevated condition of life. 

It is however certain that this love, which carries us fo pow- 
erfully to all that may be capable of raifmg ihe dignity of our 
nature, makes commonly but languid impreflions on men born 
in the affluence of all things, and who for the moft part, hav- 
ing no wiihes to form, and being able at pleafure to realize, or 
render fruitlcfs thofe formed within their dominions, expect 
nothing from other men but fubmiflion and refpect. 

But if we look to the order of providence, and confider 
that this world is governed by confurnmate wifdom, we have 
reafon to require, if not a perfect image, at leaft one that may 
bear fome refemblance to it, ia the government of the people 
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committed to the care of princes, whom we fuppofe com- 
miflioned to aft as God's vicegerents upon earth. The whole 
education of a prince {hould therefore be directed to the pur- 
pofes of wife government. He (hould be particularly intelli- 
gent an the hiftory, laws, ufagcs, and cuflom of the countries, 
and his mind fhould be adorned with all ufeful fcience, that 
feeing all with his own eyes, and undcrftanding all with his 
own mind, he may be able tojudge between God and his Peo- 
ple. Thus it is that he will find himfelf, in confequence of 
the power he is vefted with, holding to other men by an infi- 
nity of duties, and that if fortune has nothing to offer him 
which he has not received from birth, there remains fomething 
more great and more happy to be defired by him, I mean the 
love of his people on account of his wife and virtuous admi- 
niftraticn, and particularly that fort of love, which efteem h 
creative of, and which becomes ftronger and more cffe&ual 
than duty. Pueri ludentes. Rex eris, inquiunt^ Si recle facias. 

Yet how much is to be lamented, notwithstanding all its 
external brilliancy, the conditions of Kings ! Brought up in 
the center of paflions, it is almoft impoffible for them to guard 
againft them, and they are fcarce fuffered to perceive the dan- 
ger of thofe to which they have the misfortune to deliver them- 
felves up. Seldom difturbed by reproaches, or even by ad- 
vice, feldom checked by any obftade, their paffions, at length 
become as arbitrary as themfelvcs; and be they what they 
may, whether vicious purfuits, cr frivolous amufements, they 
are fure of finding fycophants to refpc£, applaud, indulge, and 
even juftify them. 

How many courtiers are there who not able to exift but by the 
wcaknefs of their matter, are in dread 'of his virtues as much as 
a difgrace; and who inceflantly induftrious to nurture in his 
heart the perverfe propenfities they have planted in it, make a 
traffick of his glory, and enrich themfelves at the expence of 
of his indifference for maintaining it. 

There is nothing but the defire of being beloved which can 
fecure a prince from the fatal fnares which encompafs him on 
all fides. To make him therefore fenfible of the value of that 
love is the end to which all the cares of his education {hould 
tend ; and who can be ignorant that this love is infinitely more 
flattering than a forced obedience, which but too often fills 
with trouble and vexation him that pays it, and always accufes 
him of guilt that requires it ? 

It is not commonly, neither the thirft after gold, nor the 
paflion for honours, that make King's fhewan indifference for 
the love of thofe whom chance has fubje&ed to their govern- 
ment. Born in fplendour and opulence, their fruition rum 
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almoft to fatiety, fo that what feems to give them lefs arduous 
for captivating the hearts of other men, is not To much a talte 
for pleafures that ftupify the fenfes, enervate the bodily frame, 
and. degrade the man ; as that mean notion of feeking plea* 
fure amidft fuch inanities, follies, and ridiculous amufcments, 
as muft of courfe degrade the King. 

But in general, how infipid are all pleafures comparatively 
with the agreeable emotion excited in the heart of a prince 
by the tender return df a beloved people ! And of what figni- 
jkancy can pleafures be which coft nothing in wifhing for them, 
which excels gives a difguft to* or from which arifes continu- 
ally the want of other pleafures, and of ftill greater pleafures, 
and which fpent and worn out by habit, relemble perfumes 
that lofe their virtue by the too frequent ufe made of them ? 

There is no true and folid contentment for Kings, but that 
which eftablifhes a conftant mutual tenderncfs between them 
and their fubje&s; and this mutual relation fhould be as that which 
fubfilb among all the Beings of nature, and without which, 
the world would foon be annihilated. In fact, if ftates perifh 
becaufe there are bad fovereigns, it is not lefs true that they like- 
wife perifh, and perhaps even fooner, becaufe few of the fubje&a 
arefmcerely attached to their Princes. It is this harmony of 
the head with the limbs, which makes the fovereign fo much 
the more happy, as being fenfiblefrom the love of his fubje&s 
that even if birth had not brought him to the throne, the fame 
love would have placed him on it ; but how mould he enjoy 
fo perfect a fatisfa&ion, depending on a multiplicity of fenti* 
mentsfo difficult to be united, if he had not procured it for him- 
fclf byanaccefs always free and open ; by an affability which, 
feeming to fufpend the rights of fovereignty, acquires for him 
a greater fhare of homage; by a liberality of difcernment, and 
not of prepoiTefiion or caprice ; by a due regard for the liber* 
ties and even prejudices of the people ; and by a fort of turn 
of mind, wifdom, and precaution, which teaches to govern, 
with referve, and according to occafions, to give way with 
dignity. 

How many are the duties comprehended in thefe few words, 
yet I fhall venture to add to them, that a Prince ought to 
know how to make clemency keep pace with juftice, ought 
to fweeten the bitternefs of reproaches with the mildnels of 
expieffion, diftinguifha foible from a vice, fubftitute pity to 
indignation, be rather follicitous to reclaim than punifh thofe 
who have had the misfortune to difpieafe nun, and, as heaven 
fo often irritated by all fort3 of crimes, keep in (lore more 
thunder for frightening, than thunder bolts for deltroying. 

N n Happy 
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Happy therefore the Prince, who in order to attract the love 
of his People, leaves nothing undone that may make himde- 
ferving or it, and who in this view, endeavours to manage 
his finances with oeconomy, and properly expends them 
without regret ; who takes pleafure in rewarding merit, and 
who fometimcs under aneceffity of refufmg, has the good grace 
notwithstanding of obliging in his refusal ; who ftudying how to 
contract the fpace that feperates him from his fubje&s, raifcs 
them to him the better to hear their complaints* or vouch fafe? 
to defcend to them to be better acquainted with their wants ; 
or who in fine, by an authority without pride, and by a good- 
nefs without weaknefs, obtains from them what his dignity 
has not a right to require, a love of efteem and of confidence, 
which uninfluenced by fear, becomes a pafiion approved of by 
reafon, animated by gratitude, fupported by in te reft, and in- 
flamed by the general good of the Country. 

This is the love, which a good King has the happinefs to 
to fee pafs during his life to his children, and which, becoming 
in them a natural fentiment is perpetuated from generation 
to generation, from age to age. Soit is we ftill lovefuch Princes 
as Trajan and Marcus Aurelius. The love of their fubje&s, 
impreffed, as it were, on our nature, has been tranfmitted to 
us amidft the wrecks of a number of thrones filled by Princes 
hated or defpifed ; it has been tranfmitted to us with life, and 
thofe indebted to us for their being, will in like manner, con- 
fign it over to their poftcrity. 

■ It is therefore true, that of al! the good things in the po- 
fleffion of Princes, the love of their fubje£ls is the moft capable 
of fatisfying their ambition. It will be always feafonableto make 
them fenfibie of its advantages, but more particularly in early 
youth. Like unto thofe characters, marked out on the bark 
of young trees, which grow, widen, and expand with it ; fo 
this defirc in youth will be more eafily graved on the heart, wiU 
afterwards difplay itfelf with more force and energy, and 
mingling with their inftinct, will become in time as a part of 
themfelves. 

This truth thus acknowledged as eftablifhed, I fay, that 
if it highly concerns Princes to make themfeives beloved by 
their fubjedts, it is ftili more indifpenfable for men in general 
to ftudy the means of acquiring the efteem and frienefhip of 
their like, and this ought to be one of the firft principles of 
their education ; becaufc no other can be fitter to make them 
happy* moie capable of maintaining order and peace in the 
world, and making but one family of all the fubjefrs of a ftate. 

« ♦ 4 
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Thoughts upon feveral Subjects. 
^ ,17" HEN^ we are young, the opinion of the wotld governs 
* ^ US) an d W€ ftudy more' to be well with others than with 
ourfelves. Upon the verge of old age, we begin to find lefs pre- 
cious what is foreign to us ; and nothing fo highly concerns us 
as ourfelves, though we are on the point of feeing this fclf care 
of Httle or no efTedt, to our fatisfa£tion* ,. 

It is with life, as with all other valuable things we are 
thought to be pofiefled of: All is diflipated when wc fancy 
our ftocktobe great ; or occonomy does, not come cxa£i but 
to manage the little that remains to us. Young people a*e 
obferved to belavilh of their being, when, they believe they 
fhall keep long pofleffion of it, but we become more endeared 
to ourfelves, the nearer we perceive the approaches of fatality. 
However, in this languid ftate we may ftill prefcrve to our- 
felves fome pleafures yet let us be aware of flattering the fug- 
geftions of fclf-love. If we find all the fentimental fprings of 
vice flackened, or even quite decayed, to what mult we attri« 
bute this change ? To the weakrefs of a worn-out body, or to 
the moderation of a mind, become wifer than it was before? 
The truth is, we have juft reafon to fear, that the alteration 
is more owing to the infirmities of age, than to the advantages 
of virtue ; and that we ought rather to be concerned for, than 
rtjoice at the tra&ablenefs of our motions. 

A man might be happv by the entire exclufion of cert in 
paflions, and by granting only admiftion to fome ether;. His 
days would thus dawn amidft the fmiles of peace, and clofe 
with the fenfe of plca'ure. His anions would be uninfluenced 
by fear, forrow, hatred, and jealoufy. He would dtfire with- 
out inquietude, and enjoy without tranfport. i 

The ftate of virtue is not a ftate without trouble, we fufTer 
in it an eternal conflict of inclination ar>d duty. Some times 
we take up with what oft'ends, fometimcs we refill wh^t pieafes 
us; finding it almoft always painiul to act when obliged by 
duty, and likewife to abftain from what we are prohibited* 
But the ftate of wifdom iseafy and gentle : It reigns in peace 
over the movements of the foul, and governs as fubje£is the 
fentimcnts virtue fought againft as enemies ; fo that there can 
be no internal combat between puftion and leafon. 

The idea we entertain of ourfelves by only confi lering our 
interior, is always fomewhat confufed. The external image 
appears always in the trueft light ; hence, the opinion of our 
merit lofes the half of its charm the moment it is produced ; 
fo that the complaifance of fclf-love vanifhing infenfibly> 
leaves us difgufted with its fweet*, and quite afhamed of a va- 
nity, as foolifhly conceived, as judicioufly rd nquiflicd. 

N n 2 To# 
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Too many precepts cannot be laid down and inculcated for 
making men joft ; for they have naturally too great a propen- 
llty to beotherwife. It is juftice that has eftablifhcd and pre- 
ferves fociety. Without ji&ice we mould ftili be a vagabond 
multitude ; and without it our impetudfities would throw us 
into the primitive confufion we are now happily extricated 
from. Yet inftcad of acknowledging with pleafure this advan- 
tage, we think ourfelves cramped by the happy fubje&ion it 
keeps us under, and weftill figh after a fatal liberty that would 
be productive of the greateft misfortune in life. When the 
fcripture fpeaks of the fmall number of the juft, we are not 
hence to conclude, that integrity of life is hard to be found 
among us; but that we are little inclined to ad as we ought 
through a principle of juftice. If all the good that is common- 
ly pradlifed, was carefully examined into, it Would be found 
to be purely the refult of another virtue. Good nature, friend- 
ihip, benovolence, claim their fliare. Charity flies to relieve 
the wants of a neighbour 5 liberality gives, generality obliges. 
Juftice, which fhould take place in ail refpecis, is rejected as 
a troublcfome gueft ; and it i3 only neceflity that makes it ati 
ingredient of our actions. Nature endeavours to pltrafe her- 
fclf by qualities, wherein we act by an agreeable motion ; but 
(he finds in juftice a fecret violence, as by it the right of 
others requires what we do ; which, to add to our vexation, 
we mud rather confider as an acquital of our obligations, than 
that they remain indebted to us for any received benefit. "It is 
alfo by a fecret averfion from juftice, that fome choofe rathef 
t >give, than to make a return, to oblige than to acknowledge. 
Thus, we fee that the liberal and generous are not commonly 
the moft juft. The regularity of juftice, as founded on a 
conH ant order of rcafon, oppofed to the natural impulfe of li- 
berality, is the very thing that fills them with difplcafure. 

Thofe, who are ruined by fome accident of fortune, are 
ufually pitied by every one, becaufe it is an unhappinefs of the 
human condition to which all arcfubje& ; btit they who be- 
come wretched through vain diffipation, are rather objects of 
contempt than pity, becaufe they have brought misfortunes on 
themfelves by indulging fome particular folly, which all think 
themfelves clear of in confequence of the good opinion they 
have of themfelves. Add to this, that nature always fuffers 
a little in compaflion, and to get rid of a painful fentiment, 
looks back at the folly of the prodigal, without proceeding 
to a near view of the wretch. 
There arc not fo many ungrateful perfons in the world as is 

generally 
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generally believed, nor fo many who may be faid to be poflefled 
of the true fpirit of generofity. He who is filent in regard to 
the favour he has received, may be reckoned undeferving of it. 
He who publifties that which he has done, converts it into an 
injury, mewing you the need you was in of him to your 
fhame. A good man ought to be a little nice in receiving, 
and fenfible of the obligation he has received. The perfon that 
obliges, mould be fatisfied with the generofity of his action, 
without thinking of the gratitude of thofe whom he obliges; 
When he expects a return, the good he has done is no longer 
a liberality, but a kind of traffic which the fpirit of intercft 
was fond of mixing up with favours. 

There is fomething heroic in great liberality as well as in 
great bravery ; and thefe two virtues are fo far alike, that the 
lormer raifes the foul above the confederation of the riches of 
this world, and the latter extends courage beyond the care of 
lile. But notwithstanding thefe noble and generous impulfes, 
if both arc not kept under a proper regulation, the one will be- - 
come ruinous, and the other fatal. 

Curioiity excites us to enquire diligently what (hall become 
of us after death. We are too fond of ourfelves to confent to 
our intire deftruclior?. Self-love fecretly refifts the opinion of 
our annihilation. The will conftantly fupplies us with 
deftres of ever exi fling ; and the mind interefted in its own 
prekrvation help3 this dtfire with fome light in a thing of 
hftlf very obfeure. Yet the body which fees that it muft fure- 
ly die, as if it was unwilling to die alone, forms reafons for 
involving the mind in its ruin : But the foul knowing that her 
a&ion is independent of organs, perceives that ftie can fubfift 
without them. Some to penetrate into fo hidden a myftcry, 
have called in to aflift their reflections, the knowledge of the 
ancient and moderns ; but after pcrufing every thing that haj 
been written on the immortality of the foul, the moft fenfible 
proof that can be found of the eternity of the mind, is our 
eternal defire of always exifting. 



R E T RE JT. 
A King's minifter being difgraccd, retired into a fertile val- 
^ ley, which he was afiiduous in cultivating- As he had 
not drfcrved this reverfe of fortune, he eaftly found means to 
confolc himfclf, and infenfibly took delight in the new kind of 
life he had embraced. The King, who had reafon to cfrecm 
his talents, began to feel the lofs he had fuflained, arid paid 
him a vifit on purpofe to defire he would return to court ; but 
the miniitcr refufed the King and faid : You raifed me to the 
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firft dignities ; 1 firmly withftood the agitations 6f grandorfej 
you forced me to retire, I now tafte the fweets of reft, and 
1 wifh you would fuffer me to enjoy them. To retire from 
the world, is drawing out the teeth of devouring antmaJv is 
taking away from the wicked man the ufc of his poniard, from 
calumny its poifon, and from envy its ferpents. The King 
infilling on his coming back, faid : I want a perfon of abilities, 
and a heart of integrity and goodnefs, to fupport with me the 
burden of my governments, and in you only I can find the 
man I want. You will find him, anfwered the minifter, rf 
you feek him among thofe who do not feek you. — This apo- 
logue fhews, that thofe who want to be in place, are not 
the fitteft for the purpofes of government. 

— i ■ ii h i I it—— — 

To the eighty - three honourable Members who fupported, by their 
votes in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Sawbrdge's Motion for 
Shortening the duration of Parliament. 
Gentlemen. 

VfluTHEN the depravity of men in your ftation is become al- 
VY mod proverbial; when that noble virtue, patriotifm, 
which exalted almoft to divine honours, the heroes of anti- 
quity, is openly derided ; when even to profefs a love for 
your country is called folly, and fuccefsful corruption is efreem- 
ed an evidence of fuperior abilities : 1 fay, in an age like this, 
it would be difgraceful to the fons of fcience to leave uncele- 
b rated your generous conduct. Though venal wretches may 
proftitute their pens in defence of meafures which they either 
underftand not, or know to be wrong ; ltt* men of liberal 
minds, and extenfive erudition, offer at the fhrine of virtue 
alone, the ever grateful incenfc of pra'tfe. 

We may reafonablc expert, from the fpecimen we have had 
of your glorious difinterelfednefs, that even thefe degenerate 
times may produce a Britifh fenator, of whom it may hereafter 
he faid, as it was formerly of a celebrated Roman, cit 'tus fileme 
fua fpharadivelli quam Fabium ab hone/late potuijfe. 

Iu the annals of our own country we find aeras when true 
patriotism formed the character of the people. Had you lived 
then, your extraordinary merit had obtained no diftm&ion : 
and would to God that truth would not now permit me to af- 
cribe any reputation to you, at the expence of my country. 
But alas ! it is too notorious, that if a good man can derive 
the leaft addition of honour, for having a&ed uprightly in times 
the moft unpropitiots to public fpirit, ye are entitled to it. 

Though the enemies of freeom triumphed by their num- 
bers, they wen? afhamed of their proftitution, and did not 
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dare to enter formally into a defence of their principals.. Cook 
fen by the people for their guardians and protectors, they have 
not only bafely betrayed their interefts, but hate employed 
every (educive art to corrupt their manners ; and fome, wuIjl 
incredible effrontery, now urge the want of that virtue which 
they deftroyed, as a reafon for enflaving them. The mur- 
derer might with as much juftice claim the property of the, 
wretch whom he has (lain, as thofe afiaifins of the confUtution r 
the continuance of privileges which they have unjufrly ufurped- 

The right to elect reprefentatives in parliament is an unde- 
legated portion of natural liberty, retained by the people at the 
foundation of our monarchy. It is unconnected with, and in- 
dependent of the legiflative authority. Neither the King not 
the lords can, without infringing the referved rights of the 
commons, concern themfelves either in extending or fborten- 
ing the time appointed by the conftitution, for the exercife of 
the elective power, becaufe, being fixed parts of the legifla- 
tive body, they act in their own perfons; and, confequently, 
ftand in no need of representation ; and had our predeceffor* 
forefeen the evils which have enfucd through inattention to 
this doctrine, they certainly would never have permitted them 
to interfere in enacting any laws relative to elections. We 
muft here draw a line between the legiflative authority, and 
the diftihet rights of the people. The former is omnipotent 
whilft it continues, but its duration is limited to an unaltera- 
ble period; and, when anived at the extent, of its constitu- 
tional boundary, its legal power ceafcth. It is diflblved by the 
operation of times, and can be prolonged by no legal procefs. 
What I have faid implies no contradiction : and the idea may 
be perfectly afcertained, by recollecting the office of a dictator 
at Rome. For fix months the Dictators authority was abfo- 
lute and uncontroulable ; but, at the expiration of that term 
his power was extinct. The perpetual dictatorfhips of Sylla 
and Julius Caefar were ufurpations fimular to that which our 
Legiflature aiTwmed by the feptennial bill. Both were notorious 
violations of the laws of their country, and both will termi- 
nate in the fame fatal manner, if we, like the degenerate Ro- 
mans, forget the virtue of our anceftors, and be weak enough 
to fubmit to fo ba(e a tyranny. Your unfuccefsful attempt to 
deftroy that infamous act, clearly evinceth, that, if we will e- 
mancipate ourfelves, we muft have recourfe to other mea- 
fures, and not vainly expect relief from that fink of corrup- 
tion, which difhonours the name of a Britifh Senate. 

To fome, perhaps, defpotifm yet appears in its infancy, and 
may therefore be thought not dangerous: but, nurfed by bribery , 
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it thrives a-pacc; and depend upon it, if no precaution be 
*ifed, the rapacious monfter will foon be t«o Arong for you to 

, Confujt the ftatutcs of the prefent reigq,.and you will fee 
juch a chain of oppreffive laws, that incredulity itfelf muft be 
convinced* that a defign is formed againft the liberties of the 
people. Prerogatives of the Crown, not warranted by law, 
are acknowledged by parliament : the minds of the people are 
prepared for flavery, by legal reftraints, unjuft, oppreflivc, 
and even contrary to. the law of nature % and the ftrft corpora* 
4tipnin the kingdom, under the (andiionof an act of parlia- 
ment, has been,di(poiftflcd of that property, which it had en- 
joyed for ages without interruption. Can any private man, 
after this,, think himfclf fecure in his pofie&ons, if the minion 
of a court fhould make them the objects of his wifhes ? Thefe 
are characters of tyranny fo ftroogly marked, that, unaided by 
opticks, the mod flbort-fighted may perufe them. The ene- 
my hath taken the field, and if we prepare not immediately to 
meet him, both we and our posterity muft inevitably wear the 
inglorious yoke of flavery. 

The feafon is approaching when gentlemen of your rank 
ufuaUy retire into the country; and you will then have an 
opportunity of difleminating amongft the people an apprehen- 
fion of their danger, and of inculcating thofe juftand noble 
fentiments concerning government, for which our writers are 
fo celebrated. Let not the narre of faction frighten you. 
There are times when the greateft fervice a good citizen can 
lender to the ftate is to excite difcontent. Had our forefa- 
thers foolifhly dreaded the imputation of fedition, they would 
not have tranfmited to us either civil or religious liberty . And 
{hall we, through the pufillanimous fear of a little difcord, be 
deterred from defending fuch invaluable pofleffions? Befides, 
the evils with which we are threatened, if we remain inactive, 
are greater, more certain, and in all probability will be of 
much longer duration, than thofe which a legal oppofition 
can poflibly occaiion. The conftitution is attacked by a molt 
.malignant difurder, and, though the medicine prefcribed 
were ever fo unpleafant, we had better f ubmit to take it than 
perifli by the difeafe. 

hnmedaa de vulnus 
Enfe reddendum \ ne pars fimera trabariur. 
B ut avert, O God ! the dreadful con fequences of an appeal to 
thee! I write not, thou knowefi, with a feditiouafpirit. The 
natural and civil rights of my country are invaded, and I would 
wilingly protect: them. In other nations I have fcen the horrtil 
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effe&s of flavery ; and my mind revolts with indignation at 
the idea of transferring them to Britain, a land of liberty, which 
feenis formed by nature as an afylum from perfecution and 
tyranny. Let us then rclolve to be free, and at the fame time 
ufe every preventive art to evade the horrors of civil difcord. 
It is yet practicable. Happily we arenot in a condition that re- 
quires violence ; and if you exert yourfelves without delay, you 
may eafily prevent us from ever being fo. A fociety already 
eftablifhed points out the way. Would each of you, in the 
counties where you are going to refide, form afTociations on 
the plan of the Conftitutional Society, fuch a fpirit might' be 
raifed before the next General Election, as would bid defiance 
to corruption. Thefe provincial focieties fhould correfpond 
with that which is feated in the capital ; and it would add weight, 
dignity, and union to the whole, if you, gentleman, would be- 
come members of both. Thefe are the outlines of a noble 
defign : I leave the fketch for you to finifh. Apply to your* 
felves, defervedly, Lucan's fine and comprehenfrve chara&erof 
Caefer ; nil aftum reputans dum quid fuperejfet agendum. 

T1MOLEON. 

7* the worthy LIVERYMEN of the Q it y of 

LONDON. 
Gentleman, Guildhall* April 6, 1772. 

HAVING now compleated more than fix months of the 
year, which you affigned us for an important office, 
we deiire your aceptance of our hearty thanks for the affiftance 
we have received from you in the difcharge of our duty, and 
entreat the continuance *f yourfupport and friendly counfels. 

We havefrom'time to time fubmitted our conduct to you 
on a variety of occafions, and to the4aft moment of our She- 
riffalty are determined, that every public tranfaclion, in which 
we may be concerned, (hall be given in all its circumftances 
to our candid and difcerning conftituents, to whofe itopKt- 
tial judgement we witt always chearfully appeal. 

The new Freeholder's Boak for the County of Middlefex, and 
Juror's book for the city of Weftminfter, have been from the 
beginning of this year depofited in the proper offices, and are 
now always ufed. The juror's book for the City of London 
is not yet compleated, and we fear cannot be perfe&ed before 
the end of Eafter Term. 

The bailiffs, and other inferior officers of juftice, have 
been ftri&ly watched, and regularly kept with in the bounds 
of their duty, except in fome few inftances. The parties 
aggrieved have in every fuch cafe found the moft fpeedly relief. 
10 O 0 Wc* 
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We have the fatisfa£Kon of reflecting, that, the extent and 

populoufnefsof our jurifdi&ion confidered, the applications for 
redrefs of any kind have not been numerous, and we owe it 
to the public character of jour fherifrs to declare, that not 
one has proved ineffectual, when the complaint was well 
grounded. Few grievances have come to our knowledge, 
none been left undrefled. We think it becomes us to rmke 
fhisappeal to our fellow citizens, while the power full remains 
in our hands to do juftice to every per fun. 

Our particular attention has been beftowed on the many 
unhappy objects under our care in jails, prifons, and lock-up 
houfes. We have frequently in perfon attended this eflentiai 
du*y, and afforded every aikviacion in our power to the mi- 
series of thofe who languiih under the !ofs of the nobleft blef- 
fing, and *ioft valuable enjoyment, perfonal Liberty* We 
may congratulate our countrymen, that the number of thefe 
unfortunate perfons has not been attempted to be increafed this 
feffton by any illegal royal proclamations,or commitments, dur- 
ing pLafure, made by either of the two houfes of parliament. , 
Their lute ufurpationson the perfonal rights and privileges of the 
people feem to be given up and furrendered.. The Lords have 
pot dared fo unconftitutional an order of imprifonment, nor to 
impofe any fines at their arbitrary will, for offences cognizable 
by juries. No man has been committed at their bar for what 
. their votes, not the laws, declare feditioiis, nor for what they fo 
readily find a libel on a brother P--^r, nor have they ventured 
to condemn any perfon on the firft original hearing of acaufe, 
, which ought to come before them only by appeal from the 
inferior courts after the verdict of a Jury. The Home of 
'Commons have tacitly acquiesced in the claim made by many 
of our worthy fellow citizens for the people at large, that the 
.conftituentsof this kingdom have a right to be fully informed 
pf all the proceedings of their fervants in Parliament. Their 
yote» indeed aflert, " that it is an indignity to, and a breach of 
the privilege of the Houfe, for any perfon to prefume to give 
,in written or printed news papers any account, or minutes of 
the debates or other proceedings of the Houfe, or of any 
committee thereof but the ufurpation was apparent, as 
,well as the indignity to their matters, and the *r«**of.the 
,frmkge$ of their conftitucnts. Their pther refoluticm in 
ccr r equence fell into contempt, that «,« upon difcoyery 
„pfthe authors, printers, or publimcrs of any fuch written 
; or printed news paper, the Houfe will proceed agamjftihe 
offenders with die utrapft feverity." Several honeft prin- 
ters, in defiance of their -orders, gave the public 

pnefer their aamcs ah the particulars 0 f their proceedings 

during 
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during the laft leffion, which the Hbufe foprtidetlfly endea- 
voured to hide in a d T -kn-fs fuited to their deeds. The moft 
natural efFc£r. followed, a general abhorrence of them through 
the nation. The fame perfons who afferted our rights "the 
laft winter, have through the prefent feflion continued the 
cxercife of it in its fulleft extent. Notwithstanding the 
Teport of the Committee to examine into the federal facls and cir* 
cum/lances relative to the late ob/iruclions to the execution of tl:t 
orders .of the Hcufe,and to confider what further -proceedings may 
be requtjite to enforce a due obedience thereto, was, in expreis 
terms, that the Houfefhould order, that the faid J. Miller, 
he taken into cujlody of the Sergeant at Arms attend m v the 
Houfe, the laid J. Miller is Hill at large, {till continues 
the fevereft attack upon them by faithfully publifhirtg their 
proceedings, Hill braves their indignation, and lleeps fecure 
in the City. Among the number of daily offenders ot this 
kind, the corrupt majority in the Houfe of Commons have 
not prefumed to commit a fingle printer, although by the 
late Royal Marriage Bill they have invaded the primary, 
inherent rights of human nature, and the divine inftitutibns 
in the perfons of the defendants of the late moft excellent 
King, and regardlefs of the cries of the ftarvin^poor,- em* 
ployed themfelves this Whole feflion only to enAave the fa* 
mily of a Prince, whofe memory become every day more 
dear and facred to all true Engliflimen. The people are 
now made the judges of the conduct of their reprefentatives 
and the full exertion of the liberty of the prefs, the great 
bulwark of all our liberties, in fupport of the conflkution 
with the other acquifitions for the public, will rendcr this 
sera ever memorable in our annals. Thefe triumphs oyer 
the minifterial faction we bold more important at this period 
becaufe they have been gained, when the chief magiftratc 
of the capital had betrayed the rights he was cholen to de- 
fend, and trampled upon the known privileges of all the 
electors of this great city, which is upright predeceflbr vin- 
dicated with true fpirit and courage. Many friends of the 
caufe of liberty we know are apprehenfive that the late 
uiurpations will befoon renewed, or at leaft in the following 
year. , We entreat them not to defpond, nor to indulge 
that gloomy idea, puring our continuance in office we 
will ftand forth the" protectors of the juft priviliges of the 
fubject. Your virtue, Gentlemen of the livery of London, 
will, at the enfuing Midlummer, give us fucceilbrs equally 
zealous and "undaunted in the caufe of freedom and our ' 
country. We are, Gentleman, 

With great difference, your obedient and humble fervaats, 

Oo a J. Wilkes andF. BtftXj 
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TONIUS NAUTICUS* ! * 
SIR, , Portfnwutb, Marth^. 

THE paper of the 24th inftant, containing your let-, 
ter to Lord Sandwich, not having reached this town, 
till the 26th, I could not addrcls nryfelf earlier to you 
upon it. My impatience may have led me intafome inac- 
curacies ; but that is a fault I dare fay you will excufe : 
You muft not expect from me any acknowledgements for 
the good offices yoti have rendered his lordftnp, in what 
yoo have faid concern hg his management of the navy ; 
for allowing you have done fome fervices to his character, 
one cannot forget, that your pen was employed to anlwer 
quite another purpof". I apprehend his lordfhip has not 
taken your preicription ; but if he has, the ingredients 
which compofed it, Were" f^o fimple to produce any ill ef- 
fect. It is idle to talk of a " more pungent mixture'* 
hereafter: Your fkill was exerted in this to make it as 
ftrong as you could ; but you will foon experience, that 
your drugs have no force. To be plain : According to 
accounts which I receive of his lordfhip's health, it is 
fuch he may venture to take whatever you (hall prelcribe, 
without any apprehenfion of conlequences. 

Permit me to confider the nature of your preicription. 
You, lay Lord Sandwich " has caufed it to be ipread 
about, that he has " brought the navy into better condi- 
tion than " lince the peace. " Were it not for die impu- 
tation of vanity, his lordfhip might have faid it himfelf ; 
btit this was as unnecetfary, as it would have been to em- 
ploy others to do it: The truth fpofce for itfelf, and even 
you, againfr your inclination, have taken part in fup- 
port of it. You admit, " the Ships have been more 
thoroughly infpe&ed than for fome Time before " ; 
which is given in his favour the very fact you would turn 
againft him if you could. It is begging the qneftion to 
fay, whoever was at the admiralty, muft " have given 
■ the lame direaions to the Navy Board as he has done'." 

It is not the more likely for your having advanced' h . It 
• is well known, that at the fame time that former' boards 
of admiralty iffued their orders concerning the repair of 
- the fleet, they inculcated ideas, which rendered the pur- 
pole of them very fhort of what Was oftenfibly Intended 
to be anfwered by them. Lord Sandwich faw the ' riccelfity 
of overturning a practice fo fatal to the welfare bf hifc'coun- 
: try; and iniitadof reftraininc: his orders, followed them 

' ; *dth 

. * See a letter to IrtttLSaadwicIij figned Junius Vauticus in our number 
page 24. 
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with explanations, to flicw he meant they fhouid he fully 

complied with.; and according to this rcfolution, the 
officers, under whofc cognizance the execution has fallen, 
have had only to confider the moft effectual manner ifor 
thepurpofe. This refoiution was become the more nece*- 
fiary, as the reftraint of former Boards of Admiralty upon 
the Navy Board, had brought the latter into fuch a timi- 
dity of conduct, in regard to expencea, as at length to 
bring them to view oeconomy, without diftin&ion, as, an 
object more difagreeable to the Hate, than any other that 
could be poffefled, 

, Lord Sandwich's fuccefs in this important part of his 
duty has been fuch, that, feeing you cannot depreciate it, 
you try to fix his merit by the ftandard of others ; but. the 
contrail places him too far afunder ever to bring them to 
- move on the fame level* 

Before I quit this part of your letter, let me aik you if 
you really think, " after the navy of England has onoe 
iuffereda neglect you acknowledge to befcandalous, that a 
little money and a little labour will put it into good con- 
dition?" you might have known better. I arn perfuaced 
there is not a. Ihipwright's boy in this yard, in the firft 
year of his apprenticeship, who would not have told you 
-the contrary. Believe me, Junius Nauticus, when a fleet 
is once let run into a bad. condition, it is not a little, but 
a great deal, both of money, labour, and time too, that 
are. required to reinftate it. 

Let me next aik you, in what has Lord Sandwich u alien- 
ated the minds of the officers and feamen from his Ma- 
jefty's fervice, foasbyjiis tyranny to have reduced the na- 
vy to a degree of imbicility ?" I have the kmc opportunity 
of information. at this place as yourfelf, and nothing like fuch 
an effect has come to my knowledge; on the contrary, 
. there is a more perfect approbation of his care in general, than 
I have feen given to any one, who has prefided in the fame 
ftation for the laft thirty years. It is eafy to fee you are ex- 
hibiting as a grievance, the having continued in the fervice 
the feamen who came home about the end of laft furamor, 
in the three (hips from North America, the Weft Indies, 
and the Mediterranean* But furely it is not from the con- 
fluence of this alone that you " tremble?" Should your 
., uneafinefste really confined to this, and left a fingieperfon 
(bould partake in the feeling, I will fhew you it is groundlefs. 

The ifcin* alluded tp armed io England nearly together ; 
there were then fome capital fhips in want of repair lying 
at that port, where I am told, they could not be taken in 
fcanaV Upon the question, how fhould thefe Hups be con- 
veyed 
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veyed to a port where thek repair could be performed f It 
was refolved, and I think very naturally, to do it by the 
men which had juft arrived. Pray what method would you 
have taken? Perhaps you would have cbofen to let the mips 
remain in rottenrow. I have known times when fuch things 
have been done without reproach ; but it is a happinefs with 
Lord Sandwich to fquarehis conduct by a more extended line. 
His perfpicuity difcovcrs advantages wnich others over-look. 
He is equally fuccdsful in pointing out relief under difficulties, 
which are apt to arife in matters that are new 5 and he has 
courage to purfue his ideas, the inftant he perceives them to 
be for the public good. 

Thefe mips would, in all probability, have been left to the 
national ftrength, betides a heavy annual expence, during 
their progrefs to a total decay, if they had not been thus 
tranfported to a port of repair; and fu rely the continuing 
feamen in a harbour at home, enjoying full pay, and living 
upon frefli provifions, for a purpofe in their own element, fs 
at leafl defcribed with extravagance, when it is imputed to 
4C tyranny." I fufpeft you would have been amongft the 
firft to have arraigned Lord Sandwich, if, after knowing the 
fa6t I have ftated with regard to thofe (hips, he had ncglcdied 
to employ the men in the manner he did. 

How ever happy you may fancy yourfelf indefcribing therr 
hardships, the whole, be aflured, is the effect of ignorance 
or virulence. In what, from this tranfa&ion, u is the public 
faith difhonoured ?" or how is u the compact broke between 
the nation and her beft fervants?" Thefe men appears to have 
been the object of tender confideration. Every one here 
knows the orders that were given concerning them; thefe 
were, that every feaman, having a year or more wages due, 
fhould be paid fix months; then have a month's leave, and 
on his return to a (hip at Porttmouth, have the whole of his 
remaining wages paid. Confuit the acl: which you (ay tc was 
formed to guard againft the tyrannical ufe of the power Of the 
Admiralty j" you will not find thofe orders repugnant to it : 
Nor would a candid man haite fuggefted', that it ever cOuW 
be in contemplation, " to advantage government by feizihg 
on the wretched arrears of thefe men." There was fiiffieient 
pay to keep them from defertion ; and fo foon as they (hould 
return from leave,the orders expreflly directed all arrears robe 
immediately paid them. Yet Junius Nauttcus has advanced, 
" that the time of thefe men receiving their pay refts fdleTy 
with the Admiralty, and they remain flave* bandied from fhfp 
to Ihip as long as they U? e," 

I caa 
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leap cxcufe the foibles of ah enemy, when he makes me 

Tenable of his zeal for Che navy. It is that which has raifed 
this nation to greatnefs : It is that which fupports us in the 
poffeffion. I feel myfelf warmed, when a man but points his 
finger at that, which can poiftbly grow to an evil in the end ; 
and I am eager to fee ic averted. From this difpofition I am 
led to applaud your diflike "to the practice of lending feamen 
to do duty in other mips." Their difguft at it is great j and 
it is to be feared, it never can be eradicated. I however 
condemn your application. It is your plan to throw dirt on 
Lord Sandwich j and in doing it indifcriminately, I do not 
wonder you charge this practice on his Lordfhip. How un- 
fair ! The ufage is perhaps as ancient as the conftitution of the 
navy : It has been carried to greater lengths at fome periods 
than others ; but by Lord Sandwich to a lefs degree then any 
of his predecefibrs. My friend admiral Drummond, who 
could judge of fervice before the peace of Ryfwick, and whofe 
death was within /he laft fix months, though he condemned 
the practice, never difowned that it was in ufe when he firft 
went to fea. Still as it is difguftful to the feamen, I lament 
- when neceflity throws it in their way. Yet were the reafons 
for the cuftom examined into, it is probable, the refult would 
. fhew, that the diflike arifes from prejudice, more than any 
real caufe. ' Men can but go through a certain portion of la- 
. hour, and wherein is it efTential, whether it is on board the 
Britannia or Victory ? efpecially if the officers, to whom the 
men are lent, are careful to treat them in the fame manner, as 
the men immediately under their command. They have the 
fame pay and provisions in the one as in the other. 

The companion you bring to heighten the idea of the Tea- 
men's hardfhip, between his cafe and that of a carpenter, fail- 
maker, or caulker, is wide of your purpofe. It is granted the 
feamen has " no additional pay, when on duty in another 
fliip, and that the artificer has." But there is remarkable 
. difference between them : The feamen are never lent, but to 
Ihips in ports at home* where the hardfhip, at moft, can be 
but trifling : The artificers are never lent but to (hips in ports 
or ftations aboard, where difficulties cannot fail to be great, 
and where men, in the fame way, cannot be procured : 
Captains then mutually aflift each other, and the artificer is 
paid for the days he works. I call on you to furnifh a prece- 
dent of any allowance being given to cither carpenter, fail- 
maker, or caulker, for working in any other (hip than their 
own, in any port of England. What I have laid is enough 
to fhew, that in afcribing this part of naval managment to 
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Lord Sandwich, you as for mifplace your ccnrore, at on every 
■other occafion. All I aim at, is to put the fstddle on the rigbt 
borfe. As to thepra&ice ktelf, were it excufeable ih^the 
eye of rcafon, I would not purfue it againft the prejudice of a 
teaman's mind, unlets in a conju&ure where neceffity and «W- 
patch go hand in hand to require it. 

It is now time to leave <c the difguft which you iky reigns 
n the hearts of. the private men/' to look into the fick Ward 
of the officers, whom you rcprefent 41 as pining with difcon- 
tent, and nckening for want of juft encouragement." But 
I have hardlv patience to corriolt their diforder, ass you (ay it 
arifesfrom a report, that Lord Sandwich has faid ai the coun- 
cil boards *«■ that to make orEcers ferve well, is to&eep them 
.poor," It is a mean plea to excite the hatred you want to 
raife. Could you gain credit, that his lordfhip has really ar« 
gucd thus, I Ihould not wonder to hear officers charge him 
*' with want of generality and liberality but fince in 
throwing this out), you declare it to be " immaterial, w hea- 
ther it is true or not," I fancy he is in bo danger of lofing 
their regard. His policy was fufficient to guard hhn againlt 
the folly of fuch a piece of doctrine. I fhould as foon be- 
lieve, that a -perion, who had a&td for more than thirty 
years, as a mailer m Weftminfter-fchool, was not fuppofed 
to know the rules of Grammar. I cannot reconcile to my- 
felf, whether you are more abfurd in propagating the report, 
or in the argument you have deduced to prove its truth, via. 
" That he muft have ufed the maxim, or he- would have ex- 
erted his endeavours to have procured an addition to their 
prefent fcaqdalous pay." I am (inoerely of opinion bis loruV 
ihrp never; faid or thought, as you have made him to do : At 
the fame time I think, if he could fee any probability 
of procuring an advance of the officers pay, he would 
moft heartily put his ihouldcr to it. But why, Sir, b -the 
" fmallaefs of the pay," brought as a charge againft4>c*d 
Sandwich ? You could have no other meaning than the hopes 
of clamour; for it is faying no more, than that his loidfbip 
prefides at the Admiralty, whiiir. the officers acting under his 
direction enjoy the fame pay as for the Jail ieventy years. 

When a man is in correfpondence with another, hewifhes 
to find fomething agreeable in his correfpondent $ but really 
the remaining part of your letter is fo much the reverfc> it is 
with difficulty 1 maintain my resolution of continuing juj^ re- 
marks to the end* What can be more prcpofterous, than your re- 
flections on the orders** forbidding the bearing of menial fciw 
vants in guardihips !" The xeftraint was earlier -tbanl-ord 

...... Sandwich's 
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Sandw4ch's appointment : But that you make nothing of. You 

have convinced me that if prince George of Denmark had s 

made an -eftabKmrnent, whilft he was lord high admiral, the 

practice of which it mould fuit your purpofe to condemn, 

you would have brought your bill of indictment againft.lord 

Sandwich as the author. Take back 44 the blufh you would 

fix on his cheek, and place it on your own." 

As you are fo good in recording, I wonder you have 
omitted to notice an alteration made in the plan of tne guard - 
fhips. You may not have heard of it, or have you over- 
looked it, becaufe you abhor whatever has a tendency to ap- 
prove Lord Sandwich's conduct ? In either cafe you ought to 
be told* that thofe fhtps are now on a new footing ; and that, 
by the alteration, the command is made worthy a gentleman 
to hold. I have before been furprized when officers of di-- 
itinguiflied rank and merit have folicited the command. The 
object is now of additional value, and this happens 4 to fall on 
the very article of fervants. From the following data you 
fhall form your own calculation, how much the balance is in • 
favour of the captain* Before JLord Sandwich's time, the 
captain of a guardfhip was. allowed four fervants, and then 
restrained from bearing menial fervants ; he now, fubje£t to 
the feme reftri&ion, is allowed to bear fourteen. Is this a 
caufe why " captains pine with difcontent, and Ac ken for 
want of juft encouragement ?" I wilh every deferving officer 
may be made fick from a like caufe 

The field you next open to his lordftiip's view, is a far 
more pleating one than you imagined. You will find 44 in 
his difpofel of the poft of purfer to Admiralty clerks, and 
others who never few (alt water," that his practice will ftand ; 
your teft ; and that he has been fo far from following his pre- 
deceffors in that particular, that I cannot learn he has copied " 
them upon it in one inftance. 

Your infinuations about the manner of employing the fri- 
gates, and about the marines, are in both too fimple for my 
notice. The notion you entertain about the former, to ufe 
your own phrafe, 44 is frivolous and contemptible and on 
the latter I fhould be filent, were it not for the fatisfa&ion of 
fhewing you have not raifed a fmgle grievance capable of an 
impreffion. On that account, 1 may prefume to fuggeft, 
that the motive for employing the prefent number of marines, 
is becaufe they bear the ufual proportion to the number of 
feamen voted by parliament. And as to your queftion, 
about 44 the profits arifing from their cloathing," I anfwer, 
that fuch is the mode in thedifpofal of the money granted for 
the marines, which is blended, and makes one fum with that 
10 Pp which 
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which is given for the feamen, it is not poflible for an indivi; 
dual to put fixpence into his pocket ; of courfe <c the ftiare 
to lord Sandwich, as firft lord, upon the divifion," cannot 
amount to as much as the pooreft boon your honour wouldl 

give to a beggar. A B. 

i . 

■ " ■ — 

RE MARKS onfome Parts c/Nova Scotia, New England, 

and Rhode Ifland, refpeSiing Navigation He. 

THE Harbour of Halifax is by its fituation the fitted 
for the {rationing of (hips for the protection of New- 
foundland, Canada, For any other of the nothern colonies, 
and is acceflible at all feafons of the year, and affords perfect 
feenrity in all weathers. 

As foon as a fhip is out of the Harbour, and clear of t he 
light houfe, (he is in the open fca, and free from the dancers 
of banks, fhoais, rocks &c to the eaftward, weftward or 
fouthward. . 

In coming on the coaft, as cape Sambro projects further 
into the fea than any other part, {hips cannot be embayed. 
In cafe of winds blowing on the fhore, they may ftretch 
eaftward or weftward and either the one way or the other 
they may meet with large and fpcure harbours, with wa- 
ter for anyfhipi if they happen to mifs their port ^ there 
are 49 harbours for men of war on the coaft of Nova Scotia. 

All the Weft India trade of France and Spain, and all other 
European powers who have property in the Weft Indies in 
c,oing from Europe to America ftretch along the coaft of 
Europe to the fouthward untill they come into the trade- 
winds, which carry them to their refpec"tivc ports in America 
but they can by no means return from thence in the fame 
courfe, and are therefore obliged to ftretch into the nothern 
latitudes above thirty, but commonly forty degrees or more, 
fo that the whole trade of the Europeans with their wealth 
muft pafs within 200 or 250 leagues of the port of Halifax. 
The advantage whereof in cafe of war is evident, becaufe 
from thence our own trade may be protected, and our 
enemies fleets annoyed. ' The port of Halifax ly ing fo much 
to the eaftward of the other north American ports, fliips 
may fail from thence in a direct courfe to any of the ports 
in the Weft Indies : whereas from all the ports in the 
weftward, ihips l^eund to the windw r ard Iftands are^obligcd, 
while in the nothern latitudes, to come as far Eaftward 
as Halifax to fhape their courfe to the Weft Indies : And 
•unlcfs they do this before they Come into the trade winds 
they often lofe the port they are bound to, and are obliged 
to make foine of the leeward MarioY; therefore the port 
?. .v • ' ' of 
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of Halifax is much better fituated than any other on the? 
continent to favour any defigns on*the Weft Indies* There? 
is a careening yard which has coft Government a very con- 
fiderable fum, and is almoft completed, and with little more 
expence there might be a dock. 

If the packet boats from England were to be fent to Hali- 
fax, befides efcaping the Privateers in time of war, the voy- 
age would be made in much lefs time than to New York. 
From Halifax the packet might be carried crofs the country^ 
to Anapolis (the diftance of which is 140 miles, and the 
road already made, and only wanting repairs) and from 
thence to Cafco-bay or Falmouth which is not more than 
fixty leagues,and may be performed in forty eight hours, 
and thence to Bofton 118 miles on a poft road, *rom Fal- 
mouth there is a poft road through all the provinces: its dif- 
tance from Quebec is about 200 miles. Exprefles in the late 
war have been lent from thence to Quebec by the rivers 
Kennebec and Chaudiere in a few days, but from New 
York to Quebec is 620 miles. 

The port of Falmouth in Cafco Bay, and the bafon of 
Anapolis, are open in the winter ; the ports of Bofton and 
and Portlmouth are often frozen for weeks together. 

The harbour of Bofton is of difficult entrance to a fifty 
gun fhip without a good pilot through the narrows, and 
over the middle bank at high water. The harbour becomes 
more (hallow every year, occafioned by the earth warned 
down by Charles River which pafling through the harbour 
in winding Channels leaves its mud on the bank, and in the 
channel ; therefore it has been thought that in time it will 
become a barr'd -arbour. 
1 The harbour ofBofton is embayed at leaft twenty leagues, 
in which there is no other harbour for capital ihips, and 
very indifferent ones for lloops ofwanFair winds for Bolton 
conftantly bring on fuch foul weather, that no fhip can 
venture in with the land, particularly as Bofton is fo much 
embayed : and from the late difcovery of Caihes Ledge, it 
is found to lie rmemdiately before the port, ib as to render 
navigation extremely dangerous with any wind. Indeed 
fhips may be faid to be embayed from Cape Sable to the 
fhoals of St George's banks, for they muft be out of that 
line, which is ninety leagues, before they can be faid to be 
in the ocean ; for after having palled Cape Cod to the 
fouthward lie Nantucket, and other fhoals along to 
Georges bank, except a channel between George's bank 
and Nantucket fhoals, which is feldom pafled without a 
good pilot, and would be very dangerous to a capital fhip., 

Pp.2 On 
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On the North- there is the dangerous coaft of NewEngtand. 
from Bofton to Grand Mannan in the Bay of Fuady, where 
there is no fafe harbour for capital fliips, except Cafco 
Bay ; for though Portmouth in Pifcataqua has a deep -en- 
trance, yet the tides are fo rapid that no capital ihip can* 
ride there with fafety. There is alio the north weft end of 
Nova Scotia to encounter with from Cape Sable to St. Ma- 
ry's Bay, which is full of rocks and finall iilands, and ihoate 
for uxteen leagues together ; a fituation very dangerous for 
a capital ftip, when the rapid tides of the bay of Fundy are 
confidered, prefling among the rocks and fhoals, and often 
hurrying vefleis aihore notwithftaoding every effort ; x and 
is further to be remarked, that the foggs begin earlier and 
laft longer here than on die other part of the coaft of Nova 
Scotia. 

Among many dangerous places in Maffachufett'sare the 
following. 

Boon lfland, three leagues fouth eaft of Portlmouth, 

being a fingle rock, with breakers around it. The Ifle of 

Shoals, about three leagues fouth by eaft from Portfmouth, 

• 1111 
with rocky and dangerous (hoals. Salvages two leagues ca£t 

from cape Ann, very fatal. About a league from JViarble- 

headare feveral rocky iflands and dangerous ledges. Near 

the entrance of Bofton are the Graves, about a league from 

the light north caft. Thcfe are dangerous, all fhoals and 

rocks, and no pa/Tage betwen them and the light. About 

two- miles fouth of the light are hardings, rocks, and 

two leagues furthcrConahalett rocks. For fourorftve leagues 

ibuthwaid from the light, the coaft rocky> and the ground 

foul, for the diftance of a mile, which has been ratal to 

many mips*, Fur. her fouthward is Sandy Beach, and dead 

more to Plymouth, where there are lbme inlets for Imali 

vehels, but no fafety for large mips in a ftorm. All ther 

coaft from Bofton to Rhode lfland is fo very dangerou.% 

that a fcheme was onre fonned for cutting a: channel 

through cape Cod, to avoid the difficulties and dangers* 

In regard to Rhode-Illand, from thence to Point Momoclc 
it is 15 leagues before a Veilel can get into the open 

On the eaft it is twenty leagues to clear the dangerous 
fhoals of Nantucket. The navigation on the eaft fide goittg 
from Nantucket fhoals, is extremely dangerous ; ntmebm; 
fmall vtftels of oae hundred tons can go through to Bofton 
from Rhode-Iiland > Conneaicut, or New-York; witht«*t 
taking a pilot. 

Near Rhode-Iiland is Buzzard's Bay, full of fhoakv 

rewks, 
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rocks, and ledges, and where veffels bound' to Rhode 
Ifland are often driven by ftorms and loft. It Hands alone, 
without any other harbour where fhips can lheiter. Front 
Point Judith, about two leagues diftant from Rhode 
Ifland to the weftward, there is no harbour all the way to: 
New London, which is twenty leagues, but fmall inlets 
for boats and veffels made by the rivers which come from 
the country, *rid it is in general rocky and dangerous. 
The harbour for men of war, which lies between Goat 
Ifland and Connecticut is fmall, and has a ftraight open- 
ingto the lea, from the S. W. it is often (but up'in winter 
by the froft, and the tides flow no higher than at HaHifapc. 
The other harbour between Goat Iiland and the town of 
Newport is iheltered, but is fmall, and there is fcarcely* 
water iufficient for a floop of war : this is alio frequently, 
froze up in the winter. 

From Montock point along the whole coaft of Long, 
Ifland to New York, in fhore, is full of fand banks, and 
no harbour, and veffels bound to New York and Rhode- 
Ifland are often ftranded and loll. This happens yearly. 
If veffels are caught in a ftorm, and cannot make the? 
the port of Rhode Iaflnd, they muft ftretch as far as New, 
London, or be driven on fhore. 



To the Gentlemen Eleftors of the Town of St George, Grenada. 
Gentlemen, 

~\ \^HEN firft 1 offered myfelf to your notice as a candidate 
* ^ to reprefent you in the next afTcmbly, I a&ed, as my 
addrefsexprefsly marked, upon the'prefuuiption that legal writs 
would' be iffued for the election of reprefentatives. \ now* 
gentlemen, mean to decline (landing ; and were I infenfiblc 
to the favourable encouragement which I received from you, 
common refpect for a body of men fo honourable and inde- 
pendent would alone oblige me to aflign you a reafon for hav- 
ing changed my purpofe. 

I have, then, attentively perufed, and very deliberately 
confidered, the writs iflued by his Excellency Governor Ley-* 
borne, and the proclamation therein referred to: And I do 
Anally conceive, that the former are infufficient for the puT- 
pofe for which tbey are intended — that they are illegal, and 
will render all the proceedings of the afTembly that may meet 
in confequence of them null and void; and that the latter is 
from beginning to end, one continued, flngular, and outrage-* 
ous violation of the laws of England, of the conftitution of 
this colony, and of the liberty of the fubjecl:. 

I deliver 
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I deliver this, C?enttemen, merely as thy opinion, In which 
I may perhaps ftand fingle, without adding proof, argu- 
ment, or iiluftrafion in fupport of it. 

Were I imprefled with different fentiments, I fhotrld con- 
tinue to afpire to what I hold the moft elevated, honourable, 
and diftinguiftied fituation, in which an inhabitant of this co- 
lony can be placed — that of the legal reprefentative of the 
town of St, George. — But thinking as I do, I cannot bring 
down my mind to folicit a mock election, nor confent to 
make one of the dramatis performs of a farce upon a fubjed of 
fo much folemnity and importance, and at a feafon fo critical 
and' melancholy. * 

It is, gentlemen, the duty of every man to ufe that fhare 
of reafon which hath been imparted to him for his guide and 
dil ution thro' life. Wifdom will teach a man to deliberate 
before he refolves ; integrity will force hif/i to abide by the 
convi&ion of his own mind. He, who acts againft, or fa- 
crifices thefe great principles, commits a breach of a truft re- 
pofed in him by a p *wer fuperior to kings, princes, or go- 
vernors. He who makes them the rule of his actions d;f- 
charges his fifft obligation, and mould be applauded. The 
lad may fometimes err ; and when he does, he hath a claim 
to tendernefs and pity : But he can never juftly incur cenfure ; 
and (hould he experience it, he will ftill have the fatisfadtion 
left to know and to feci that it came, unmerited. 

I have the honour to be, 

With very fincere refpe&, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful and obedient fervant, 
Mount- MtivilU ARTHUR P1GGOTT. 

2 1 ft. Jan. 1772. 

To the gentlemen freeholders of the town of St. George,. 
Gentlemen, 

ACCORDING to the beft and moft impartial judg- 
mcnt wc are able to form, the prefent writs for the 
election of an affembly for this ifland are wholly illegal, be- 
eaufe they allow of the choice of Roman Catholics to be mem- 
bers of the fame, which is equally contrary to the laws Of 
Great-Britain, and to the eftablimed conftitution of thiico^ 
lony. For thefe reafons, gentlemen, although to our great 
regret we muft decline, on the prefent occafion, foliating the 
honour we had hoped for of being your reprefentative* for 
this place, we return our humble thanks to thofe gentlemen 
who had encouraged us to hope for their favour, and afTura 
them, on every future opportunity that may offer, of our 
•••'■! 4 s hearty 
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hearty zeal for their interefts, and that our utmoft endeavours 
Iball he ufed, in every legal way, to reftore to them all thofe 
liberties and privileges they are entitled to by their birthright* 
and by the laws of their country. 
We are, Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

And rooft humble fervants, 

ISRAEL WILKES, 
St George, ALEX. SYMPSON, 

Jan. 29, 1772. JOHN LESSLY. 

■ : : " — 1 " -r 

An authentic account of the great debate in the Houfe of Commons ^ 

concerning Eaft India affairs. 

R Sullivan moved the houfe for leave to bring in a bill, 

■* for the better regulation of the company's fervants and 
concerns in India, and declared that it had two objects, that 
of reftraining the governor and council from all trade ; and 
that of eftablifhing a proper mode of adminiftering juftice, by 
extending the authority of the court of juftice at Calcutta over 
all Bengal. The motion being feconded, Mr. Cornwall op- 
pofed it as improper, without a previous enquiry into the 
ftale of facts, on which, as grounds, the ad that was to give 
the company a new charter, might be grounded. Mr. 
Rumbold then made a fpeech, in which he endeavoured to 
exculpate the company's fervants, and to paint the fituation of 
Bengal in a very favourable light; declaring that, as an inno- 
cent man, he wiflied for an enquiry, that thofe who were un- 
juftly traduced, might be diflinguifhed from the perfons really 
guilty. 

The following is lord Clive's fpeech in defence of himfelf, 
and upon the prefent ftate of the Eait-India Company. 
Mr. Speaker, 

The prefs has, for fome time pair, teemed with fo many 
reflections upon the fervants of the Eaft-India Company, 
and particularly upon me, that, were I not firft to remove the 
bad impreflions thus made, I am afnid, any obfervations I 
CQuld make upon the prefent fubject of your deliberations, 
would have little or no effect, except perhaps to my own pre- 
judice. My fituation is delicate, and little accuftomed as I 
am to addrefs thisauguft houft, I may fink under its diffi- 
culties ; but as my honour is concerned, as neceffity extorts 
it from me, I muft run the hazard, however much I fail in 
the , attempt. It is not that I have any doubts of the goooV 
jiefs of my caufe; on the contrary, I hope it will make me full 
amends for the infufficiency of the advocate. At any rate, 

the houfe will fhow fome indulgence to a man, pleading for 

what 
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what is dearer than life itfelf, his reputation and honeft fame: 
Nor do I wifh that my defence mould be foicly confined tothefe 
walls; Ifpeak likewife to the gallery, and, in general, to my 
country, upen whom I put myfelf, not only without reluc- 
tance, but with alacrity. 

It is well known, that the laft time I went to India, I was 
called upon by the proprietary in general, without any folici- 
tation on my pari, to ftep forth once more to their affiftance, 
in a very critical emergence. PofTeiTed as I was not only of 
an independent, but of an affluent fortune, happy m my con- 
nections, happy in my relations, happy in my family, hap- 
'py in my friends, happy in every thing but my health, which 
1 loll in the company's fervice, never to be regained, how 
can I be fuppofed to have undertaken the arduous talk im- 
pofed upon me by the company from pecuniary motives ? I 
muff, have been the moil mercenary of men, to have, upon 
fuch principles, again tempted the faithkfs deep, to have a- 
gain expofed my enfeebled conftitution to the fultry climate 
of Hindcftan, and to the fatigues and dangers of war. Sir, I 
undertook this voyage from a nobler view, from a principle 
of gratitude, from the defire of doing eflcntial fervice to the 
company, under whofe aufpices I acquired my fortune and 
my fame. Were not this the cafe, would I have embarked 
in this affair, upon conditions that left me poorer by many 
thoufand pounds, than when I quitted England? This, if 
necef&ry, I can prove by authentic documents ; and, I truft, 
it will at leaft exempt me from the charge of avarice or ra- 
pacity. 

Suffer me, after this general obfervation, to defcend to 
particulars. The charges brought agianft me are contained 
in a paper, which was lent mc by the fecretary of the Eaft- 
Jndia Company in a letter, * that begged I would tranfmit to 
him any remarks, or any defence I chofe to make. 1 beg- 
ged to be excufed from that trouble, till I fhould learn what 
ufe they meant to make of the paper and of my defence. 
Here the matter refted. 

The firft charge is, that I carried on an iniquitous trade 
in cotton. 1 anfwer, that in the firll place I never traded, 
and that I derive every farthing 1 am worth in the world 
from being at the head of the army. In the fecond place I 
declare, that I know nothing at all of the nature of cotton, 
and that I cannot conceive whence fuch a fufpicion could a- 
. rife, as I never was directly nor indirectly concerned in any 
thing of the kind. One remark, however, naturally occurs 
upon the fubjeft, and that is, that malevolence mull have 

been 

* Here he read the fecretary's letter, and his own anfwer. 
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been greatly ftraitened for materials, when (he placed fo 
groundiefs an accufation at the head of her impeachment. 
The feeblenefs of her firft effort is a preemption that her 
fucceeding attacks will be ftill weaker and worfe fupportcd. 

The fecond charge is, that I carried on an illegal trade in 
diamonds. Nothing can be a greater mifreprefentation. The 
matter of fact is, that, in order to convey home the money 
arifing from my jaghecr, I fent my agents to a diftant coun- 
try, not under the jurifdiction of the company, and they 
bought up fome diamonds, in which my property was veiled 
and tranfmitted to Europe. Upon ballancing accounts, I 
found that they turned out worfe by three per cent, than the 
original fum which they coftj a clear proof how well I was 
qualified for trade, and how eager I muftin confequence have 
been in future time to refume fo gainful a branch of bufinefs. 
All this, if it mould be called for by the houfe, and I have 
no objection to fuch a meafure, I pledge myfelf to prove by 
original papers at your bar. 

The th»rd charge is, that I mifmanaged the mint, and adul- 
terated the coin in Bengal. During my prefidency, fome alte- 
ration was made in the ftate of the coin, I will own, but not 
at my inftigation. Ignorant as I profefs myfelf of that bu- 
finefs, it would have ill become me to have been the original 
contriver of fuch a delicate operation of government. In 
that affiir I was guided by the lights of others, whofe parti- 
cular employment and ftudy might rationally be fuppofed to 
have made them matters of the fiibject. 

The fourth charge is, that I was guilty of monopolizing 
beetle- nut, (alt and tobacco. Here, I believe, the ftrenstn 
of the accufation of my adverfaries lies; and, as I myfelf 
think it a matter of importance, I muft beg the indulgence 
of the houfe, while I difcufs it at large. They will hence 
fee the fuperiority of my plan over that of the direction. I 
know not how it is, but either through obftinacy or igno* 
ranee, the gentlemen who have held the reins of government 
in Leaden hall, have acted fo imprudent, fo inconfiftent a part, 
that they have deranged and rruftrated the bed concerted 
plans of regulation in Bengal. This I hope to make appear 
under this and other heads of my fpeech. It is urged, as my 
grcateft and firft crime, that I acted in diametric U oppofition 
to the inductions received from the direction. Here are thefe 
inductions ; it would be idle t<3 read them all. The only 
paragraph deferving your attention is this j «« You fhall take 
from the company's fervants the exclufive privilege of trading 
in beetle-nut, fait and tobacco, and fettle it upon the looting 

Q.q the 
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the mod equitable to the natives* and the mod profitable to 
the company you can devife." From thefe words it will, I 
think, appear, that my inftru&ions were not fo precife and defi- 
nite, as abf olutely ro fix the mode of carrying on this trade. 
Be n^ general, I gave them a liberal^conftruclion, making the 
in ereit of the company the fole ftandard by which every re- 
gulation was to be tried. Jnvefted with extraordinary powers, 
I thought myfelf juftificd in confulting the fpiritof thofe rules 
which were fo indefinitely exprefled ; and, I truft, I did not 
altogether difappoint the expectation of my employers. The 
privilege of trading in fait was claimed by the fervants of the 
company, as a necefiary addition to their falary, which, every 
body knows, to be tota'ly infufficicnt for their fjpport. The 
appointments ot a counfellor is only three hundred pounds, 
and his annual cxpences cannot fall Ihort of three thoufand : 
the fame proportion holds among the other fervants. Hence, 
while M;. Vanfutart was prcfidenr, they fet up for the firft 
time this claim. Suja Dowla faw clearly, th<*t if the com- 
pany's fervants were to carry on this, trade free of every im- 
port and rcftraint, while the native merchant paid large fums, 
the Liter woulJ be totally ruined, and his revenues from that 
article would dwindle to nothing. He therefore intifted upon 
th. ceftation of this privdege, eife that he would throw the 
trade quite open. The company's fervants declared that they 
would trade as formerly, without any reftri&ion. Hence the 
war tSat fol wed, hence the origin of a felecl; committ'. 
Befides this grievance, there was another to be redrefled. 
From time immemorial it has been a cuftom to give and take, 
pr f nts. An inferior can hardly be perfuaded to approach 
a fuperior without a gift; the habit of defpotifm has formed 
their minds to this rnode of tranfacYing bufinefs. Accordingly, 
when the company's fervants became the acYmg foveieigns of 
Bengal, and the channels through which favours pafled, they 
received prefents, and thus indemnified themfclves for the 
fmallntfs of their falaries. The company thought that this 
practice had introduced manyabufes; and therefore fent out 
covenants, which were to be figned by all their fervants, and 
were to exclude them for ever after from accepting any pre- 
fents by direaor indireft means. Thus deprived of their twO- 
main ftays at once, of the fait trade and of prefents, how 
were they to be fupported ? I faw and felt that fome plan 
muft be adopted ; and none printed itfelf that feemed more 
cf7i&ua!, or lefs expenfive to the company, than the appro* 
priation of the money raifed by the trade in beetle- nut, kit 
and tdbacco, put «nder proper regulations. In purfuance of 
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this idea, I eftablifhec! this monopoly, for a monopoly it un- 
doubtedly was j andl fixed the cuftoms.and the prices which 
it was to pay in the different parts of Bengal, as tar as hu- ' 
man-forefight and regulation could go. Nor does it appear 
to me that the meafure proved opprtHive Suppofe the inha- 
bitants of Bengal to be- fifteen millions, according to the ge- 
neral calculation ; the quantity of maunds of fait fold is 
known from the money which they produced, and from the 
books of the monopoly. At Calcutta the maund of fait fold 
at one price, at Patna at another, and at Mongheer at ano- 
ther, increafing in its price the farther it was carried up the 
river, or into the country. After a due allowance for every 
circumftance, I find that at a medium each perfon did not 
pay in the courfe of the whole year, above one and niiiepence 
for fair, an equal quantity being allowed to every individual. 
Now can this fum be thought excefiive, in a country where a 
labourer's wages amount to fix millings a week, where almofr. 
no cloaths are worn, where no ftrong liquors are drank, where 
rice and milk, the fobcr food of the inhabitants, are compa- 
r , ratively cheap ? The idea is abfurd. Believe me, the mo- 
' e nopoly did not bear hard upon the people, but upon the mer- 
chants. Thoufands and thoufands of them were thrown out 
of trade, and reduced to diftrefs ; nor do I deny that the coun- 
try agents exacted unreafonable profits, and enhanced the price 
of the commodity. Of that abufe the felcct committee was 
entirely guiltlefs ; the duties eftablifhed by them were mode- 
rate and reafonable. lnftcad of adhering to this plan, what 
did the direction do ? they rcftorcd the trade to the natives, 
and continued the duties without collecting them- Had this 
object been properly attended to, the Treafury would have 
been this day a million and a half the richer; for that u the 
fum to which at a medium that revenue would now have 
amounted. ..Bin the gentlemen have been too much employed - 
in fecuring an intereft among the proprietors, to regard fo tri- 
fling a confideration. Of this monopoly, I,, as governor, 
had a fhare, and the reft of the fervants their due proportion. 
But how did 1 difpofe of my fhare ? I diftributed it among 
men of merit, men who deferved well of me and their coun- 
try. Three gentlemen 1 carried out with me, promising to 
make proyifion for them. One of them, Mr. Malkeiyne, 
my fecretary, was the companion of my youth, the compa- 
nion of my toils and dangers. We both fetved on the coaft, 
we were both taken together, we both made our efcape, we 
both fought under Bofcawcn at the ficge of Pondicherry. Ill 
health obliged h'm to return home, and to relinquifh all his 
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profpecls. When fortune had proved fo kind to my endea- 
vours, I thought it my duty to affift him out of my affluence. 
I did fo j but fomething more feemed to be wanting. He at- 
tended me to Hindoftan ; and the whole of the thirty-fwo 
thoufand pounds accruing to me from the monopoly or bee- 
tle-nut, fait;, and tobacco, was ihared between him, the other 
gentleman, and my furgcon, who left feven hundred pounds 
a year to ferve me; and I do not think them too amply re- 
warded. Upon the whole, I dilburfed, you fee, five thou- 
fand pounds more than I received ; and all this I did, that I 
might not be taxed with partiality, in order to advance my 
friends over the heads of other men. Nor is this all that I 
refigned. If ever MufTulman loved a Chriftian, Meer Jaf- 
fier had a fincere affection for me. Finding himfclf near his 
end, he* called his mini iters, and in their prefence declared, 
that as a mark of his attachment, he bequeathed feventy thou- 
fand pounds to colonel Clive. This fum I might have re- 
tained as my legal right, as I have been advifed by the ho- 
nourable fpeaker, and by another perfonage, no lefs honour- 
able, that does not fit in this Houfe. This I formed into a 
fund for the fupport of officers, and difbanded and difabled 
foldiers : an eftablifhment, by which they will now be ena- 
bled to return into their own country, and to live as com- 
fortably as if they were penfioners of Chelfea-Holpital. This 
institution was the only thing wanted to put the military of 
the Eaft-India Company upon a refpec~table footing, and to 
remove gloomy profpects from the mind of the old worn-out 
foldier. 

Before I enter on the direct difcuffion of the prefent ftate of 
the Eaft India company, permit me to make a fhort apology 
for their fervants. Now-a- days every youth polTeiTed of any 
intereft, endeavours to go out as a writer to the company. 
No matter how ill qualified he is by education, writing and 
cyphering are thought fufEcient. The fame talents which 
were deemed neceffary when the company was only a trading 
body, are required now that they have become fovereigns of 
an empire as large as all Europe. The fame hands that flourifh- 
ed a pen, are held capable of fwaying a fceptre; and accord- 
ingly, no queftions are propofed at their examination, but 
*< can you cypher, can you write and keep accounts ?" A fpc- 
cimen of their penman/hip is produced, together with a cer«* 
tificate fromfome writing -matter, that they have under him 
learned the true art of book keeping, a<*ter the Italian manner. 
Nothing farther is wanting ; they are put upon the lilt. Be-, 
ing equipt, they receive their lefibn from friends and re- 
lations 
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lations. My dear boy, fays the father, I have done my part* 
I have fet you in the way of fortune, and it will be your own 
fault if you are net a made man. See what a fortune has been 
made by this lord, and that lord, by Mr. fuch-a-one and 
fuch-a-one; what hinders you to be as fuccefsful* Thus are 
their paflions enflamed, and their principles corrupted, before 
they leave their native country. What is the confequence of 
their landing in Bengal? One of thefe raw boys walks out in- 
to the ftreets of Calcutta, for his income will not allow him to 
ride. He fees writers who are not greatly his feniors, march- 
ing in ftate on fine prancing horfes, or carried along at their 
eafe in a palanquin. He comes home and tells his banyan 
what a figure his acquaintance made. And what hinders you 
to equal him in fplendor, returns the banyan? I have money 
enough, and you have nothing to do but to receive, for you' 
need not aflc. Well, money is advanced by the generous 1 
muffelman, the youth takes the bait, he has his horfts, hi* 
coach, his palanquin, his haram ; and while in pur! ait of one 
fortune, fpends three. But how is the banyan in the meant 
time indemnified? Under the fan&ion of the young man, 
who is rifmg in the ftate, and making a quick progrefs to 1 -' 
wards a feat in council, he rifes like wife, and commits various 
oppreflions with impunity, the practice being fo general, as 
to afford him perfect fecurity. I can afliire you, that native 
Britons are not the perfons that dire&ly opprefs, but the In- 
dians who take (helter under them, artd who have paved 
their way to all exemption from controul, by pecuniary obli- 
gations. Human nature is frail, and the defire of wealth is 
as ftrong a paflion as ambition. Where then is the wonder 
that men fhould fink under the temptations to which they are 
here expofed ? Flefh and blood cannot refift them. An In- 
dian comes to you with his bag of filver, and entreats you to 
accept of it as a prefent. If your virtue be proof againft this 
trial, he comes next day with the fame bag filled with gold. 
Should your ftoifm ftill continue, he returns with it fluffed 
with diamonds ; and if, for fear of detection, you refufeeven 
this temptation, he difplays his bales of merchandize, a trap 
into which a trader readily falls. He takes them at alow 
price, and fends them to a diffant market, where he gains 
500 per cent. Hence a new plunderer is let loofe upon the fo- 
ciety ; but he is a plunderer whom we owe to the badnefs of 
our own regulations. The fervants of the company yield 
only becaufethey are men; prefents are fo common and fo 
prevailing in India, that it is almoft impof&ble not to be car- 
ried along by the torrent. Meer Jaffier told me, that in the 
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courfc of a year he received three hundred thoufcnd pounds 
in this way, and I might have received as much while go- 
vernor: Judge then how difficult it is for men of common 
minds to return with unpolluted hands. 

Now let us turn our attention to the ftate of the com- 
pany. Hindoftan, and Bengal in partcular, has been from 
time immemorial the, centre of commerce and wealth. The 
people are numerous and induftrious, the foil ? is fertile and 
well cultivated, and the fobriety of the inhabitants makes 
riches flow in from all quarters. Nature has been upon the 
whoie fo bountiful to this part of the world, that it is m want 
of nothing, but has many fuperfluities, and may accordingly 
be called with propriety the terreftrial paradife. Hence it 
it has been the object of men's defires in all ages, and they 
have in general no fooner defired than they obtained. The 
inhabitants unnerved by the climate, and other cautls, are a 
court ant prey to invaders; at prefent the flruggle fecms to be [ 
between us and the French, for I can by no means perfuade 
myfelf that ambitious nation has dropt the dtfigns which it 
was evidently meditating fome years ago. For what purpofe , 
were ten thouuind men kept at Mauritius, if no fcheme of 
cd lqueft was laid? I am facisficd that tlvy have not yet abjuied 
this plan. They will employ their troops in Mr*nly eftaDlifh- 
ing their new colony at Maoagafcar, and, when the critical 
moment comes, they will pour them into Hindoftan, and 
wreft the whole out of our hands : and believe me, if they 
oqce conquer Bengal, the reft o/ the Mogul's empire will fol- 
low* a nd nothing will contribute fo much as that event to 
their acquifition of univerfa] monarchy. Theie ( o lfidera- 
tipns did not efcape my attention more than a twelvemonth 
ago, and ever anxious for the welfare of the company, wi h . 
whofe intereft I (cnew that of my country to be interwoven, I 
fubmitted a plan of defence to the infpc&ion of the minifter, 
but I have hitherto found it attended with no good effedfc. 
The Eaft Indies, notwithstanding all their importance, were . 
left to the protection of chance. This leads me to confider 
the caufesof the prefent bad ftate of the Eafl-India Company. 
In my opinion, this is owing to four caufes, to the negligence . 
, of adminift ration, to themifcondu£l of the direction, to the 
outrageous behaviour of general courts, and to the difobe- 
dience of the company's iervants in the Eaft- Indies. Admi- 
niftratton, inftead of eftabliftiing a general plan pf permanent, 
government, feems, like the directors and the company's fer- 
vants, to have had nothing in view but the loaves aud fifties. 
When this bulinefs came before parliament fome yeai:s ago, 

the 
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the queftion was not how to fecure fo beneficial a trade, an d 
fo great an empire for a perpetuity, but to make an immediate 
dividend of 400 hundred thoufand pounds to one party and 
two hundred thoufand to another. In fhort the loaves and 
fifhes were the only confideration. The directors by no 
means purfued the vigorous plan chalked out by me. They 
fuddenly flopped profecutions, reftored the fufpended, and 
undid every thing that had been done 5 and yet by 
this bill they are willing to difable themfelves from ever 
withdrawing profecutions for the future ; a clear proof 
that they are fenfible of their own mifconduct in that par- 
ticular. Nor is this the only point in which they have 
coafefiedly erred. They have been fo eager to fecure their 
annual election, that the firft half of the year has been con- 
fumed in freeing themfelves from the obligations contracted 
by their laft election, and the fecond half has been waited 
in incurring new obligations and forming an interelt among 
the proprietors. But, in fpite of all thefe manoeuvres, the 
- direction has been fo fluctuating and unfettled, that frefh 
and contradictory orders have been fent out with every 
fleet. Hence the fervants in Bengal are in fome meafure 
excufeable, if they have fomctimes ventured to follow their 
own opinion in oppofitionto that of the directors. The go- 
vernor and council certainly underftood the intereft of the 
company in Bengal much better than the Direction. The 
proprietors, however, have nobody but themfelves to charge 
with the evil confequences. Had they been lefs fickle and 
abfurd, their concerns would have been much more con- 
fidently and uniformly managed. The malverlation of 
their fervants may be juftly charged upon the fluctuation 
of their own councils. Had they not concurred in reftoring 
fufpended and profecuted men, the governor and council 
would never have deliberated whether they fhould obey or 
not the orders of the direction. Fundamental principles 
being once overturned, the whole, fyftem tumbles to the • 
ground. Such in my opinion are the caufes of the prefent 
bad frate of the company. That it is bad I can clearly 
prove ; and it is in vain that the Directors, in order to 
palliate their own mifconduct, endeavour to fet a glofs upon 
the matter. The Directors do not poiTcfs a ftateof the re- 
venues of Bengal for the laft year ; but I do, having re- 
ceived it a few days ago, from a member in council : * 
:md the clear net revenue amounts for 1771, only to 171 
thoufand pounds. Now government is to receive 400 

thoufand 

* Here he gave an account of the revenues of Bengali, from 1761 to 177*1 
from a paper fn his hand, which he offered to lay beioic the houfe. 
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thoufand pounds, and the proprietors 20Q thoufand $ and 

all this is to proceed from the revenues of Bengal. What 
a falling off is here ! and yet you fee that the revenue has 
not greatly decreafed. The net Aim, that came into the 
treafury was greateft during my prefidency. Since that 
period the expences of the military eftablifhment, as it is 
called by themfelves, has gradually encreafed till now it 
amounts to the enormous fum of one million eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds per annum. The power of receiving 
l>rcfents and the privilege of free trade in beetle -nut, fait 
and tobacco being taken away, the company's fervants have 
found out the way of making fortunes by charging ex- 
orbitantly in all contracts for furnifhing the troops with 
provifions and other necefTaries, and hence it is that the 
revenues fall fliort, and do not come into the treafury, tho* 
the fumj levied does not fall greatly Ihort of four milli- 
ons. To me it is evident that the great decreafe of the re- 
venue is owing to this caufe, and to the fupinenefs and in- 
dolence of the governors who fucceeded me. Had they 
followed my plan with vigour, the country would frill have 
flourifhed, and this kingdom might have received an an- 
nual advantage of a million and a half. Mr. Verelft was, af- 
ter the matured conlideration, the propereft perlbn I could 
pitch upon as my iucceffor, though I had ibme ominous 
feelings of what would happen ; but not without a previous 
proteft againft all weak lenity, as you will find from the 
extract of a letter lent by me to Mr. Verelft, before I 
embarked for Europe, f Hence you will perceive that I 
augured almoft all the evils that have enfued. Having 
detained you fo long, and exhaufted, I fear your pati- 
ence, let me conclude by obierving, that Bengal is the 
brighteft jewel in the Britifh crown, though at prefent in 
a rude and unpolifhed ftatc ; that if it be once properly 
improved and burniflied, it will eclipfeevery thing of the 
kind that has been yet feen in the world; but that if it be 
once futfered to drop out and be loft, the crown will lofe 
half its fpiendor and dignity. 

I., * 

•f Here he read the extract which has appeared fome time ago. 
N- B. The noble lord in the courl'c of this fpeech, of which we. have giv- 
n every material circumftancc, read fcvctal extradh of letters and other pa- , 
jkn thai wc had not room to infert. 
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feovKRNOR Johkstone's Speech, in anfwer to Lord Cuv£* 
Mr. Speaker, 

BAM -clearly of opinion againit giving leave for bringing 
£ in this bill before we have gone through a previous exa-? 
mination of facts to enable us to form a proper judgment. 
It is not upon fuch knowledge as may be acquired from 
Joofe, irregular, unconnected, bold aflertions, or from par- 
tial, ftudied calculations on paper, thrown together to rie- 
ceive and miflead, and merely read by a particular member 
in his place, where human genius cannot follow the num- 
bers, fo as to difcover or detect any fraud, that this houfe 
ought to proceed in a matter of fuch moment : but from 
evidence folcmnly brought to your bar, and authentic papers 
laid on your table whereby truth and falfehood may be com- 
pared. The man/ contradictory accounts we have heafd 
from different fides of the Houfe, (hould induce ps to this 
rational ftep. Except the gentlemen who moved and fecond- 
^ ed this queflion, every one who has fpoken hitherto has. 
called for an enquiry : even thofe whofe conduct may be fup- ' 
poled to be molt effected by fuch a proceeding, have been, 
loddeft in the demand : and yet from a languor i perceive in 
certain parts of the Houfe whofe fpirit can alone rouze this 
Aflembly, and from certain vvhifpers that have gone abroad, I 
believe this great national queftion under certain compromifes 
and coalitions will be flurred over like many other fubjefts, 
regardlef3 of the honour of the nation, and the cries of hu- 
man nature. 

* An honourable gentleman on the other fide has told you 
there are no evils exifting in the government of Bengal, that 
cities are encreafing to double their fize, inhabitants multi- 
plying, and new improvements in land every where through- 
out the provinces ; and phis he has ftated in contradiction to 
3 paragraph from a refpectable author, Colonel Dow, who 
tells ycu that five millions of people have been deftroyed or 
fled from the country. The Honourable Member has faid 
«-* he formerly knew Colonel Dow, and that he believed him 
to be a man of honour 5 but pique and refentmcnt for the? 
reappointments which he fuffered, in confequence of his 
part in the alTociation of 1766 has induced him to exaggerate* 
circumftances, and piace every thing in an unfavourable 
light." 

I have the pleafuie of knowing Colonel D<*>w in a very inti- 
mate degree at.this moment: I too believe him to be a man of 
flrict honour, and all the world will allow he is 4 man of 

* Mr. Rumbold, 
Vol. X, R r txtra* 



( 306 ) 

extraordinary difquifitive powers. As this very paflage ex-* 
ceedttl all the accounts of diftrefs which I had neard concern* 
,1112 the country, I afted the Colonel refpecting ifc— he allow- 
-cd there was fome ambiguity in the expreffion as to the time 
when his calculation begun and ended-— but that he meant to 
include all the miferies of the famine to the laft difpatehes, 
and in this fenfe he was capable of fhewing fufficient founda* 
tion for the facts he had aflcrtcd ; but let Colonel Dow's or 
the Honourable Gentleman's account be true, it behoves the 
Legiflature to enquire; nor can we ever be vindicated in 
{hutting our doors againft regular information after fuch af* 
iertions from an Officer of high rank and character, in a 
work to which he has affixed his name, and dedicated to his 
Sovereign. 

A £ Noble Lord on this fide the Houfe has admitted fuch 
miferies and mifmanagement in the affairs of Bengal fmcebe 
.Jeft that country, that every man of fore-thought muft be 
liiarmed with the approach of fudden bankruptcy. His 
Lordfhip has indeed imputed them to other caufes, but frill 
the grievances exift, and whether in the Directors at home 
4&r the Contractors abroad, it is equally our duty to enquire, 

The Noble Lord has made a great impref&on on the 
JJoufe, by entering into a long refutation of charges that had 
been fent him by the Court of Directors, the mutilared titles 
• «f which, charges he has barely read. As I have had an op* 
portunity of feeing thofe charges as well as the Noble 
JLrord, and as the aniwers he has given to 0cm after all pofli* 
tie preparation rather confirm than leflcn my idea of his 
guilt, I beg leave to be indulged in a few words by way of 
reply to each. 

The Noble Lord fets out with two articles which have 
4>cen tranfmitted to him from the Court of Director*, as the(fir(| 
$nd fecond heads of charges exhibited againft him. It isxieedlefs; 
fpr his Lwdftiip tofumifh me with inftances of the cfumfy 
manner in which bufinefs is tranfactcd at the Euft India 
Houfe; and yet there is fomething fo very extraordinary in, 
this, that I am apt to impute it tQ defign rather than igno- 
rance. His Lordfhip plumes himfrlf extremely in refuting 
thofe charges. As to the firft, fays he, \* 1 never, deajt in 
Cotton in all my life, I know no more of cotton than, the 
pope of Rome, nor indeed, properly (peaking, 4td 0( ever 
trade, fAy fortune was obtained at the head of an. arm}' 1 
.Jlcfpecting the fecond, I did fend to diftant provinces to pgr- 
Cfcafe diamonds, for the purpofe of remitting my jagh>e ta 

• 

England, 
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Eftgland, there being no other lawful way of remitting my 
money at that time, as the Company's cafh was then fulh 
But after regularly paying the duties for the diamonds here in 
England I loft thrse per cent, by the adventure/* Now 
reaiiy it is fufficient to aftonifli the Houfc and occafion their 
giving very little attention to any other charges, when the 
firft and fecond are fo eafily anfwered. But I hope the won- 
der will be removed, and their attention recalled, when I ac* 
quaint them, there are no fuch articles ftated as charges a- 
gajr?ffc» his Lord/hip. The charge of monopolising cotton 
and forcing it on the Zemindars is exprefly confined to the 
Council, excepting fome particular members. The mono- 
poly of diamonds is net ftated as a charge but as a fact to 
ill uitrate another point. 

I come now to the real articles of charge, and I fubmit to 
the recolleaion of the Houfe how far his Lordfhip has an^. 
fwered them to the undemanding of any man of fenfe. The 
" firft article of charge, as his Lordfhip has ftated them, h 
monopolizing of fait, beetel nut, and tobacco, contrary 1 
the repeated orders of the Court of Dire&ors, and in con- 
tradition to his folemn engagements in that behalf. Has not 
Tiis Lord (hip confefled a monopoly of thofe articles in the 
ihoft rigid degree? Has, he not allowed he held 5"S6tK 
Chares ? Has he not pretended to amufe,you with calculations 
of the moft cruel and fallacious kind, ftating how much he 
extracted from each individual on the article of fait, without 
including the other commodities ? Has he not told you thoftt 
men, wearing few cloaths, and having only mean habitat 
ons, and not being addicted to the ufe of fpirituous liquors, 
were well able to pay the 2s. 3d. demanded, and therefore fk 
inftruments to be fqueezed in his engines of oppreffion. What 
man, who has conudered the fubjeft of taxation, can be fo, 
ignorant as not to know that every fpeciesof general extortion 
or oppreffion may be vindicated by fuch arguments f Can any 
man fay, after duties and enhanced prices are long laid on 
any commodity, that the encreafed extortion falls equally on 
every member of the community, much lefson the firft efta- 
bhfljment of fuch impofitiorrs ? But the mere fum taken is 
iiot the evil, as might be mown by the difference of taxation 
in free and arbitrary countries. It is the wicked principle of 
iuch regulations, contrary to the law of nature, that deftroys 
human induftry, checks the incitements to labour, and pro- 
ducts famine and all other evil confequences that have fol- 
lowed m Bengal, But here too I muft remark that the title 
of thia article of charge, as delivered to the Court of Di- 
re&ors, refpe&ing many other Gentlemen as well as his Lord- 
' Rra ihip, 
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jdfcift is not for monopolizing fait, bcefel-mit, and tobacco, 
Vh'ch produced f he late famine, but for monopolizing fait, 
beetel-nut, tobacco, and other commodities^ which produced 
? ti\Q late famine. His Lordfhip has acknowledged the effects 
•Jof his regulation was that of fetting thoufands and thoufands 
;^>f merchants adrift who ufed to deal in thofe commodkies.-*- 
Gan there be fo complete a confefiiori of the horrid confe- 
quences of his regulation before a fenfible body of men? 
•Thoufands and thoufands of merchants thrown loofe in any 
community will convulfe the ftate to the very centre. But, 
fays his Lord/bip, " I acknowledge the- firft regulations on 
the inftitution of this monopoly, which were drawn by Mr, 
Sumner in my abfence, were defective, and I received marry 
complaints up the country againft them, but in the nex* 
year I corrected all thefe miftakes, and laid on fifty percent, 
additional duty, directing the commodities to be fold at the 
different places at diftindt prices, and in cafe it had not been 
for the frauds pracWed by the Banyans, and the difobediencc 
of orders in the agents for the committee, there could have 
been no complaims." Without taking notice that his Lord-* 
fhip had no authority for laying on any duties whatfbever, 
who does not fee thatfuch a ridiculous fcheme of fixing ftated 
prices on the necefTaries of life throughout the provinces, 
without its being pofEble at all times to proportion the quan- 
tity and demand, was liable to every fpecies of impofttion 
that followed ? and nothing lefs than a total ignorance of the 
fubject could make a man complain of the confequences. 

His Lordfhip has gone into a digreflfion tomiflead-the Houfc 
on the manner in which this trade was formerly carried on, to 
vindicate himfclf for impofing fuch high duties: and this rsa 
miftake I have met with from many fenfible men in dif- 
ccurfing concerning Eaft India affairs.— The revenues of the 
ftate are not collected in India, by duties and comrriodities, 
as in Europe. The amount of the hieheft duties that were 
overcollected on fait in Bengal was 72,000/. a year: the ge- 
neral medium was 40,000/. The reft were -exactions at .the 
different chokeys* Cogee Wazeed farmed the whole at 
32,000/. a year, in the rime of Alle Verde Cawn; and a*wor- 
thy governor, who is fince loft, con'fefl'ed to me- in a public 
allembly, that the difputes with Coifim Ally Cawn on thefe 
articles, were fairly contentions for authority, and not of pe- 
cuniary conlideration. The afl'umed diftinction of exports 
and imports, in explaining the flrmaund, are ridiculous m 
themfelves, 2nd never could be applicable to fait, even ac- 
cording to that aflumed diiliu&ion, fmcc fait has ever beat 
feoth an export and import, , , . c v 

♦ . An* 
« 
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* And therefore there is not the leaft argument/to be it*** 
from thofe fads which can vindicate his Lord&ip's legefe- 
tions. 

We come now to the contumacious drfobedience of order* 
—His Lordfbip tells us of the extreme ignorance of the Court 
of Directors, in excufe for difregarding their pofitive coirt* . 
mands, vrhich had beer; formerly laid before the legifla- 
Cure. 

• With regard to the wifdonv of the Court of Directors, I 
will not enter into adifpute with his Lordfliipon that article 
at prefent, but leave thofe Gentlemen to vindicate themfelves- 
However, I muft obferve, whether ignorant or intelligent, 
Ihey were his fuperiors whom he was, bound to obey by every 
tie of honour and duty; and where {o much profit accrued, 
by a contrary conduct, men will be apt to impute his'dif- 
obedience toother motives. I muft further remark, the or- 
ders of 1766, which were fo peremptory on this head, and 
feem to give fo much offence to his Lordfhip, as leaving him 
no defence, except in the ignorance of his mafters, were all 
wrote by one* whom he always treated as his moft intimate 
friend, and figned by others whom I cannot call his friends, 
indeed, but his mo ft fervile tools in office* If this plea of 
the ignorance of the Directors is to be admitted as an exenfo 
for fuch wilful difobedrtnee of their orders, what eftablifh- 
ment can be '(ecu re? 

How is it poflible to deny the fame juftificatton to every 
other perfon, ortopunim any other man for - this ofrence, 
upon which the welfare of To many millions depend ; but 
this was not a common difobedience of orders on a (ingle 
point, liable to be mooted, but a pertinacious, interefted re- 
finance, from year to year, under folemn deeds and large pe- 
nalties. His Lord fiiip has ftated, in his farewell letter to Mr. 
VereHV, (which, by the bye, 1 think the moft arbitrary com- 
pofition that ever was read in a free aflcmbly) that difobedi- 
ence to orders he conliders as the greatcft legal crime. Wilt 
"then his LordOiip apply the law he left to others, for a mo- 
ment, to himfelff or is he to be exempted from thbfe rules, 
by which the reft of mankind are to be judged ? His Lord- 
ihip has alledged, that many of the extracts of the letters 
referred tp in the; charges again ft him, prohibiting the trade 
in fait, beetcl-nut, and tobacco,' were wrote with references 
to otbe&men, but he forgets to mention, that the letter of 
the 19th of February, 1765, which was wrote nine months 
after he left England, confirms all thofe orders of prohibi* 
tion, and has thefe remarkable words : " Whatever govern- 
ment may be efteblilhed, or whatever unforefee.n occurrences 

may 
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may arife, it is oar refolurion. to prohibit* ana we do afcfiv 
Jutely forbid this trade of fait, beetel-nut* and tobacco. Aod 
moreover > we lhaJl deem every European concerned thereia* 
cire&ly or indirectly, guilty of a breach of his covenant? * 
—and it is further to be remembered, that this very letter 
was received, and was the occafion of the extraordinary 
deed of dnobedience, whieh lias made fo much noife }a the 
world. 

Whatever excufrs may be made, the wilful interefttd dif- 
obedience of orders is clean 

The next point to be confidered, is the profits derived from 
this conduct: His Lor dwip does not deny the large fums be 
acquired, but he tells you of a Mr. Madeline, who had 
gone through all ftations of life with him— t ft rough Ante/* 
vaft, and defarts wild, to who* he gave, 13,00c/. to Mr* 
Streachy (whofe merit I am glad fo acknowledge, as praifed 
by all parties) 1 5,000/. to Mr. Ingham 12,000/. to Mr, Phil- 
pot, his footman, 2,000/. befides 2,00c/. which he formerly 
received as gated inan account of a ft mi tar nature to this, on 
the Company's books* Now, really, I can hardly conceive 
a plainer confeffion of the fad charged. His Lordlhip ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the money, contrary to his en* 
gagements, and in defiance of public orders ; but he infifb 
that having fubfeqneruly diftributed it among, his friends and 
Servants, that he has been guilty of no breach of his promife 
or his duty.— -As this is a new fpeties of defence, I fbaJJ be 
glad to hear the reception it meets with, from the publk. It 
would be a Grange plea in a Court of JuAice; befides, how 
is it poffible to dete& any man with fucb a powerful fenren I 
For, rappofe we fhouJd prove $p,oooZ. more so-morxqw, it 
is only makim| another transfer, aod all is clear; for, k mufc 
be remembered, as I faid before, there is one account ba- 
lanced, of a fimilar nature to this on the Company's records 
already, and his Lordfhip acknwledges thetubfequent 4*000/, 
had never been fta ted ta the Diredors.— Upon the whole*, it 
is clear his Lord&ip has acknowledged the eftabJlbing the 
fevered monopolies on the neceflaries of life, and the money 
he received by it. There can be few Members, who require 
a diflertatipn to explain the dangerous consequences of a mo- 
nopoly ; or who will deign to enquire in what propootion he 
diftributed the profits amon^ his friends and dependants. 

The next charge bis Jl*ord4hip ft and s accufed of,. is : thud 
introducing a fraudulent coinage. The anfwer he makes to 
this is ihort : ** I did eftabltfh a new .gold currency, but t 
know nothing of the rnfahwe. of wetals. However, 1 an> 
ready to declare before God, as I now do at this moment* 

that 
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that 1 reaped not a (hilling profit by it." Taking this dd~ . 
fence as his Lordlkip has ft&ted it, though I always under* 
*Hood he had a certain per centage on all coinage, what doe* 
the whole amount to ? A ftrange confefEon for a man at the 
head of an empire, held by a trading Company i not Ida-, 
than if a perfon fhouid declare, I know nothing of anatomy, 
and yet I am ready and willing at any time you pleafe, to 
open a principal artery. If the patient fhouid die under fuch 
an operation, could the Doctor ftand wholly acquitted ? Do 
not all men know, that the purity of coin Is a principal con- 
sideration in government, and that it is of the moft dangerous 
Confequences tampering with it by any fraudulent mixtures. 
* — Wilt 'the noble Lord alledge, that the private principles of 
the coinage did not admit of eight percent, allay above the 
current ftandard? Will he/ deny, that in the progrefs of thjp 
frauds, it was coined with thirty percent, allay? WilJ he 
deny, that in two years from its efrabliflimcnt, the once 
flourifhing kingdom of Bengal, could not exchange one hun r 
dred gold mhors at the preiidency ? Will he deny, that t^e 
Company loll 300,000/. by the project ? I mall believe, fronj 
his L^ordfhip's word, that he made no profit of the gregg; 
opportunity that occurred, but that he left this likewiie to 
Jiis friends, and yet I can hardly admit, after fuch rcceni 
inftances of his ability, that he is fo entirely ignorant of the 
mixture of metals, as his modefty would incline the Houfe 
%o believe, 

The laft article of accufation, which his Lord (hip has 
fouched upon, is peculation of revenues, or the taking of 
one and i*8th per cent, from the revenues, efhmated at 
3,000,000/. His Lordmip has introduced his reafons for this 
appropriation, by a long-winded minute, he has read to the 
Houfe, ftating the ju trice, prudence, moderation, &c. &c> 
With, a long catalogue of all the other virtues, which ought 
(6 adorri an "Eaft India Governor, To a man of fenfe, the 
bar* ftating of fuch a common-place jingle of words, would 
Renounce to .his mind, that fornething iniquitous was to fol- 
low j the ways 6f truth are fimple and pure: the paths of 
fraud are intricate and perplexed. Suppofe I was to ftate to' 
the Houfe a tranflation of the Cadi, or Judge's commiffion, 
£s found gin Mr, Dow's book, tp prove that oppreflions 
}iad never prevailed in Hindoftan. 

' Men^ jcfleclion know what a feeble barrier a combina- 
tion p* Tyllables are againflr the luft of rapine. We muft 
£o'me to the fa&s. Did not Lord £Hve declare in his lcttef 
fo*the Court 'of Directors of the 28th of April, 1764, thaf 
lie thought the. two and one fialf per cent, which had been 

■ ,J ■ granted 
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p-anted to Mr. Vanfxttart on the fmall extent of territdry we 
then pofFeflcd was too great a burthen on the Company's 
cftate? By his own confent, and in confequence of con- 
fi rroing the jaghirc, was not his falary fixed at 6000I. a yea* 
in return for all his fervices civil and military; the Company 
agreeing to defray all his neceflary expences ? — does not thi 
fame letter of the 4th of June add, as a farther fecurity for 
the Company, " This, together with one per cent. com r 
wiffion, which he is entitled to as Prefident, out of the two 
and one-hair* per cent, coinage duty, to be in full confldera- 
£ton of all his fervices civil and military, confequently hi* 
"Lord (hip is to have no commiflion out of the revenues from 
any of our territorial acquifitions whatfoever**? 

Under what pretence then could his Lordfhip claim one 
and one-eighth, equal to 40000/. from the revenues ?«— Ht 
lays in conlideration of giving up trade which he now de- 
clares be never followed $ and yet I defire to know, after 
acknowledging that deed ftated in Mr. Bolts's b ok, under 
vhat name he comprehends his merchandize with Mr. Sykcs 
and Gen. Carnac. But fuppofing he had actually dealt in 
commerce inftead of making his bargains at the head of an 
army is it to be fuppofed he would have launched into frelh 
Concerns within fix months of his departure? — but, fays his 
Lordfhip (fenfible of the tender part of this argument j the 
jpourt of Directors have confirmed it to me and fo I fliall 
pafs it over, but I deny by the moft forced conftruclion of 
fulfomo compliments that the Court of JDirectors can or have 
-confirmed it. to him; befides his Lordfhip has carefully coqt 
jcealed from the Houfe the fix months of the one and one- 
eighth per tent, on the revenues which he drew after leaving 
the Eafr. Indies in prejudice of that eafy, filly, humane, 
ftrnple fellow he left behind. — In this I mean no reflection 
en the gentleman mvfelf, I ftate it merely as his Lordfhip 
Jias reprcfented that honourable Gentleman to the Houfe in 
fumming up the caule of all his harmonious plans mifgiv- 

I have now gone through the exculpation his Lordfhip was" 
plcafcd to deliver to the Houfe agatnft charges of which they 
are ready to acquit him without ever feeing or hearing the 
particulars of accufntion. — In my opinion his arguments 
Jlani fulry refuted, though I wifh that talk had fallen to the 
ihare of fjmc abler advocate. 

I will fum up the whole by requeftingof every Member of 
the Houfe to confider with his hand on his heart, what are 
the various fubje&s of complaint againft the different fer? 
yams of the Eaft India Company. Is it receiving pre&nr$ 
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from Indian Princes ? Has any man received them tofuch an 
extent as his Lord&ip c Is it for remitting by foreign Com- 
panies? Has any man remitted fuch enormous fum* by thefe 
channels ? Is it for monopolizing the neceflaries of life, or 
difofcediencc of orders? Did ever any Governor exceed him 
in thofe, even to enter into a penalty bond to continue tbofe 
deftructive initiations, notwithstanding any. orders from the 
Court of Directors to the contrary? Is it for difmifling law 
iuits by General Courts? Was there ever a law fuitof fucli 
magnitude as his own difmiflcd by a General Court? And 
here I cannot help mentioning my furprife at the diflikehis 
Lordfhip has exprefled againft: General Courts. How long 
has this difguft come upon him ? Has he no more ufe for thole 
afiemblles? To what end does the whole of his arguments 
tend? An uncontrouled Diiection at home,, and an abfolute 
government abroad, which are heard with fuch applauie by a 
iiritjfh parliament. 

After Hating particulars his Lord&ip defcends to general . 
arguments, which is always the fign of a bad cauie. To. 
give the Ho ufe an impre&on of his unbounded generoirty as 
if his former diHributions to his fervants were not fufEcicnt, 
He tells you that Meer JafEtr, who had fuch affection for his 
Lordfliip, that JUjb an.i blood could not withftand them, left 
to his Lordfhip by will, in the pre fence of his wife and 
ibn t and mitufler, feventy thoufand pounds. This fum> 
his Lordfliip fays, he might have kept, and lie had the opi- 
nion of the ableit lawyer in the kingdom that the property 
was „ duly his ; but inftead of availing himfelf of fuch art 
advantage, he prevailed on the Nabob to add 30,000/, more, 
with which he has fin.ee eftabliflied a fund as a perpetual mo* - 
nument of his bounty to thofe officers and foldiers at the 
rifque of whofe lives he had made fo great a fortune. Is it 
10 be. fufppofed, fays his Lprdihip, that a man who could 
eitablKh fuch uncommon marks of his bounty, could ftoop to 
the crimes charged againit him ? But here again to judge pro- 
perly on the fubjedt we muft attend a little to the detail of 
facts. Meer Jaraer died tour months before his Lord ill ip ar* 
rived at Calcutta.— Several months more were elapfed before 
a mart in the fettlement ever heard a word of this will ; at 
length Nuncumar, the late miniiter, was impri foiled, and 
fooii after he was delivered of this wonderful fecret, which 
after a proper repetition of relcafements and confinements 
was thoroughly matured* 1 have examined into this matter 
in another place in a much more critical and eXacl way than 
I now do^ and it never could hold a femblance of probability. 
— I am perfectly iausJicd the artful minifter impofed on his 
Vol.X. Sf ^ . Lordmip, 
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Lordfliip, for who can withftand the various artifices of an 
Laftern genius as he has defcribed their political gallantry. — 
But be that*as it may, I now undertake to bring ten or at 
leaft five men to the bar, who were intimately connected with 
all the affairs of the Durbar for many months after Meer 
Jaffier's death, who will declare they never heard a word of 
this will till long after his Lordlhip's arrival, and I will defy 
his Lordfhip, with all his wealth, power, and influence, and 
friends, to bring one gentleman who will declare he had ever 
heard a word of the matter before his Lordfhip's arrival. 
However* what puts an end to this claim of generolity, is, 
that his Lordfhip was under covenant not to accept of any 
prefents exceeding 4000 rupees. 

I will not trouble the Houfe with my idea of the prefent 
propofed bill.— -In the fhape I formerly faw it, it appeared to 
me worfe than none. The Britifh Legiflature (hould net 
move in the affairs of Afia unlefs ihe acts with dignity and 
effect. The eye of the world is upon her, and difgracc muft 
follow any infignificant, much more any falfe ftep. The 
prefent bill leaves that double engine of tyranny the govern- 
ment of the Nabob, forcible, and intire in all its parts. — It 
gives the natives the power of fuing Britifh fubjccls in the 
new eftablilhed courts, but it leaves the Britifti fubjects with- 
out a remedy againft the frauds or oppreflions of the natives, 
except through the interpofition of the Governor and Coun- 
cil with their creature the .Nabob. To be able to fue, in 
every other government on earth, implies a power of being > 
liable to fue in turn ; but this bill of the Eair India Com- 
pany is to open new maxims of jurifprudence. The great 
object with a difcerning mind, is, to eftablilh one certain 
fyltem of redrefling injuries throughout that extenfive coun«i 
try, and particularly to guard, that no man can be fafe, from 
the nature of your fyftem, in the commiflion of wrongs. 
This once eftablifhed, prefents will ccafe ; for no man gives 
away his money without a view to undue preference — Cut 1 
Off the means of accomplifbing the pernicious end, and the 
cuftom founded upon it drops of courfe. So in monopolies ; 
lay your markets free and open, (which you are well enabled 
to do, as drawing your revenues immediately from land with- 
outduties of exciie or cuiloms) and the evil is corrected. By 
the prefent bill the fyftem of tyranny exercifed through the 
Nabob and his. Minifters, ftands in fome meafure confirmed 
bylaw, if after being under the view of the Legiflature, no 
notice is taken of it fo as to Correct the evil. I had the ho- 
nour of preferring to the Houfe a petition from a poor oppref- 
fed Armenian merchant^ who fuffered long imprisonment 

Without 
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without ever being able as yet to know the crime of which 
he is accufed. It is true, on finding his cafe was laid before 
thcHoufe, the framers of this bill have in fome meafure com- 
prehended his feci within the remedies of their law, by infert- 
ang the word ChriJIian. But it was not becaufe he was a 
Chriftian, that I prefented his petition, but becaufe he was a 
human being and fellow creature, and becaufe his cafe 
brought the fituation of all the inhabitants of Bengal fairly 
before the Houfe, nor can the Gentlemen who patronize this 
bill fhow me one reafon for inferting the word u Chriftian" 
that does not equally apply for putting in the words MufTul- 
man and Gcntoo. Suppofe, after the prefent law, the Go- 
vernment is inclined to opprefs, one, ten, or a thoufand of 
the inhabitants of Bengal, he whifpers his wifh to the Na- 
bob, the men are fent to prifon. They lie there for life, or 
are releafed after proper payments. Have they any remedy 
for releafement when imprifoned, or damages when fet free i 
If you will ktep up this monftrous abfurdity, it were better 
to enlarge the powers of the Nabob, and make him in fome 
degree an efficient Magiftratelike Mahomed Ally at Madrafs< 
My opinion has never altered on this fubject. I am clear we 
hold thofe lauds by conqueft. I think the conqueft was law- 
fully made by the Company, and a fmall part of the King's 
forces ip conjunction. I deny that conqueft by a fubjec> 
lawfully made vefts the property in theftate, though I main- 
tain it conveys the fovereignty. Strictly fpeaking, after 
paying the Eaft India Company for their expences 
and the rifques they run, on an ample fcale, the refidue 
Ihould belong to the ftate, but I fee no poffibility of a divi- 
fion, and I fee great dread of the influence which the Crown 
might acquire by an improper arrangement. My|mind there- 
fore is come to this determination: that the Crown, under 
certain conditions, fhould grant the lands to the Eaft India 
Company, as was done in the cafes of New England and fe. 
veral other of our chartered colonies. The mode is eafy, as 
the words impowering conqueft and promilingall future rea- 
sonable grants, in each of the charters are literally the fame. 
For this information, as cafes in point, to fettle the minds of 
men who wifii to act by precedent, I am obliged to a'wor-. 
thy member in my eye, who has made the constitution of the 
Colonies his peculiar ftudy. The fituation of Philadelphia, 
the moft perfect government under the King, fully illuftrates 
and vindicates my idea. The Eaft India Company Ihould 
appoint, and the King approve of the Governor, Thediftri- 
buiion ufjuftice fhould flow from the 7" nronc - The (lory 
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of the bloody fword docs not frighten me *. Who dors net 
know that the firft ttep towards ihc improvement of civil fo- 
ciety is th^ taking the power of punifhmerrt from the hands 
of the ifijured. '1 he commander irt chief of the troops fbou Id 
be named by the Company, and appointed by the King, 
all the !efRi officers fhould be in the Company. A legifia- 
tive authority {hould be eflahlilhed on the fpot, without this 
wc are like a fhip deprived cf her rudder. The proper checks 
and contrnul on that body 1 do not now enumerate, they 
muft be plain and fimplc rt the beginning. If thefe outlines 
were once adjufted, the fubleqtient tafk might b? fc on ac- 
complished, nor {hould this matter appear fo difficult as to 
induce the Mil ifter of a gTcat country to fit quiet in the 
mod important narional queflion that ever came before par- 
liament, and permit the Houfe to proceed in the dark, dri- 
ving like a {hip at the mercy cf wind and wave. Some men 
have alJedged as an objection againft afluming the fovereign 
authority of that country ; that foreign nations would objccl. 
Docs any man believe that foreign nations permit us vir- 
tually to hold thefe territories under the magic word " Dow- 
iinnee ?" — Can it be fuppofed they are not equally fenfible 
of the impofition as ourfclve?, or will it be believed they 
would not be rriWh better contented to hold their different 
privileges under the confirmation of a Britifti legiflature, than 
of a cypher of a Nabob, directed by a Governor and Com- 
mittee whom they can never trace ? If I am favoured with 
the papers I have afked for, I Ihall prove thefe aflertions 
»from their own words, and fliow we are much more likely to 
engender difputes under the prcfent fyftem. If, in making 
our regulations, we are jealous of fupportinu; the privilege of 
foreigners, wc arc wrong. They are neceifary for the prof- 
perity of our India trade at home and abroad, and we ought 
to convince them of our refolutions in this refpe6t by liberal 
determinations in their behalf, for I dread their edicls more 
than their army. 

The Nob'e Lord has imputed all the misfortunes of the 
Eaft India Company abroad to a filly fucceffor, and the in- 
creafe of the military eftablifhment. He is the beft judce 
concerning thofc eviJs which flowed from his fucceffor. As 
to the ir.creafed military eitablifhment, I have often wrote, 
and often fpoke agair.Ji it, as againlr. moft of the difburfe- 
mcnts of the Eaft India Company, which are all calculated 
on a geometrical fcale of ex'rn valance in proportion to t) ?.t 
of any other community. But who was the propoierof that 

* This alludes to a cafe fhted by Mr. Rumbold. 
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enormous burthen ? The Noble Lord himfelf.. For the Di- 
re&ois, though dependent on his breath, rather curtailed than 
extended his plans. He has read to you the ftate of the mi- 
litary expences of the years his Lordfnip fcrved in Bengal, 
ana* companfd them with thofc of his fucceffors, but neither 
the eflfccisof his military eftablifhment, or his diftant con- 
nections, by ill-judged treaties, could be felt till he left the 
country ; nay, not fully till the arrival of the troop of Colo- 
nels, Lieutenant-Colonels, and Majors, which he fent from 
Europe. Hvs Lordfhip imputes the muitiplied evils that have 
exifted in Bengal to temporary, partial caufes ; I impute 
them to radical defecls in the fyftem he had eftab'ifned, 
which I will not honour with the name of government, but 
that of a monftrous heap of partial, arbitrary, political in- 
confiftencies that weie* neceflarily doomed to trouble in the 
foort period they did, and to produce all the complicated mi- 
series, mifchiefs, and opprcflions which haveenfued. 

The Noble Lord has told the Houfe of the mighty things 
he did in his trip to India ; but he has carefully avoided con- 
defcending on any one particular, except that of his arbi- 
trary proceedings againft men who had totally eclipfVd his 
glory, in order to make room for his low dependants. Fi.rft, 
by deftroying all government, and then by eitablilhirg a fyf- 
tern of uncontrouled -fraud and rapine — does the Noble Lord 
claim the merit of adding the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar," 
and Ori(Ta to the Brkifc empire ? and will the Houfe give ic 
to him who directed the pens of Captive Princes, or, to thofe 
who by unwearied toils and multiplied dangers took the 
iwords from their hands ? P'or i aver it as a fact, that the 
furrender of Souja Doula which reduced that part of the 
world to our obedience, and the arrival of Lord Clive at Cal- 
cutta Were fo near in point of time, that a Courier could hard- 
ly have rode acrofs the country to have given intelligence of 
the lail circumftance before the firft great event had hap- 
pened. 

There is only one other circumftance in the noble Lard's 
fpcech, which I can recollect from my notes as remaining 
unanfwered. In the quantity of terrors he has hung over our 
heads > ten thoufand French are placed at the Iflandof Mau- 
ritius, and from thence remove to Madagascar, from whence 
the long exploded topic of univerfal Monarchy, is again de- 
duced. Now I'll tell the Noble Lord mv opinion on this 
fubject in contradiction to his and leave the Houfc to judge 
between us. If the French fhould acquire our poilcHion^ in 
India, they could never hold them without poillMljny; a iupc*- 
vtority at lea. Thcfe countries belong natural!^ to Great 
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Britain, who has a fleet to conned them "with the principal 

dominion France might convulfe our credit, and injure 

us materially by a ffrokc in the Eaft Indies, and I am per- 
fuaded that fuch was their intention, and that (he had pro- 
ceeded To far that (he docs not now know whether to draw 
back or go on. Before our fleet went there, our dominions 
iii the Eaft certainly lay expofed in a manner that no wife 
man can vindicate. Since Adminiftration have fenftbly fent 
a fquadron into thofe feas, and are now fo wifely fending a 
reinforcement, I am in no dread of the French, if they do 
not a& before our reinforcement arrives.— I think, myfelf, 
they have loll their time ; at any rate Bengal is not their firft 
objecX But if they once come to move to Madagascar, I am 
fine they are undone. Any officer who knows how Euro- 
pean foldiers moulder away in thofe climates will have little 
dread from ten thoufand men, after the drafts by death and 
difeafe, in the courle of three or four years, are duly fatis- 
fied ; but in cafe they go to a new iettlcment, dtftitute of all 
ihe accommodations fiom buildings and civil fociety, and 
expofed to the corrupted air of rank vegetation, I leave any 
one to judge, who has had experience, in the fettling of co- 
lonies, what will be their fate in a few years. — Upon the 
whole, I ihall vote againft the motion, with a view of efta- 
bl lining an enquiry into the affairs of the Britiih empire irt 
Aha. 



Monday, April 13, at 4 o'clock, came on in the Houfe of 
Commons, a motion made by Colonel Burgoyne, for afelect 
committee to be app6inted to enquiie into the nature and 
ftate of the Eaft India Company, and of the affairs in the 
Eaft Indies. Mr. Burgoyne laid, the rcafon of his wifliing 
10 hfcve a fele& committee appointed, was, that a committee 
of the whole Houfe could not go through it fo minutely , ef- 
pecially as it was now almoft the end of the feffion, whereas 
a felec* committee might fit the whole fummer. The Colo- 
nel was feconded in his motion by Sir William Meredith, 
who fhewed the neceffity for fuch an enquiry, as.millions of 
people were under the grcateft diftrefs. He related a ftory 
that happened in the Roman Senate, where a great man 
brought home with him three hundred thousand pounds, one 
hundred thoufand pounds of which he was fatUned with for 
himfelf, another hundred thoufand he gave to bribe the Se- 
nate, and the third hundred thoufand among the dumb votes. 
Sir William was anlwered by Mr. Thomas Townfhend, 
who Ipoke very ftrongly again!! the enquiry being made by a 
felect committee; faying, it was nothing more than putting 
the affair into the hands of government > and, therefore, that 
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he would fooner wifh to fee it in the hands of the board of 
trade, or the Privy Council, than in a feiect committee; as 
the latter, he faia, would be anfwerable for their proceed- 
ings, but a feledt committee could not. He added, that he 
thought they fhould have had this enquiry brought in by 
adminiftrauon, as there was fomething alluded to in the 
King's fpeeeh j bui that three months were now elapfed fince 
the leffion began, and no notice had been taken of it, ex- 
cepting by an Honourable Gentleman independent of aJm|- 

jiiftration. Lord North ("poke next, and faid, he wv.s 

glad to find the aftiirs of the Eaft Indies taken up by a Gen- 
tleman unconnected with adminiitration ; that a bili "had been 
brought in by one of the Directors, which he thought was 
much more proper than if brought in by adminiftration ; but 
that he certainly fhould be for making the enquiry by a feiect 
committee, and fhould have been for it the firft day of the 
feflion, as he always thought it the roofl proper mode. 

Lord Irnham, Col. Luttre!), Mr. Dowdefvvell, Mr. Corn- 
wall, and Mr. Burke, objected to the enquiry being made 
by a feledt committee, faying, they might as well have no 
enquiry at al), for that the fclect committees never came 
in their enquiries to any thing ; and therefore that the ap- 
pointment of one tended only to deceive the people 
and would be ineffectual, Sir George Colcbrook faid, that as 
one of the Directors, he could not but vote/or an enquiry. 
Col. Barrc faid, an enquiry ought to be made, as more cru- 
elties had been pradtifed in that country than even in Spain, 
but he condemned adminiftration for not bringing on the en- 
quiry before. The noble Lord told us (faid he) that at the 
beginning of the feflion he was in confufion, in the middle too 
we are in confufion, and we fhall end in confufion; but, 
however, as I have always been for an enquiry, I am glad 
to accept this rather than none. The Bill however now 

f>ropofed to be brought in, will, give little more relief to that 
arge wound, which J can fcarcely find words in the Engl i fit 
language to defcribe, than a bit of ladies flicking plaifter. 
Mr. Dempfter fpoke next, and objected greatly to the enquiry 
of the fclect committee, faying, he was fure it would end 
in nothing ; that he remembered a few of thofe committees, 
but never found they came to any thing ; and therefore 
that a committee of the whole Houfe would, be the propereft. 
After a debate, which lafted till n o'clock, the queftion 
being called for, the motion was carried without a divilion. 
.Mr. Sullivan then prefentcd to the Houfe the following Bill 
relative to the Eaft-India Company,' which was read for the 
•firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time on Monday 
the fourth of Mav, 
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A BILL for the better Regulation of 'the Affairs of the East-India 
Co mpant, find of their Servants in India, gj:J for the due Admini- 
f ration oj Juflkttn Bengal. 

\X THEREAS his late Majcfty King George the Second did, by 
V V. his lcttcn patent, bcarine date at Wetfmintter, tiie tightn 
d#y of January, in the twcnty-fixtn year of his reign, grant unto the 
Uniu-d Company of Merchants of England, traJing to the Eail in* 
dies, his Royal Charter, thereby, amongit other thing*, conftituting 
and eftabHming courts ot civil, criminal, and ecclefialtica] iurifdk- 
t on, at the United Company's refoe&ivc fettlemems of Madrafpatnam, 
Bombay, on the ifland oi Bombay, ;:nd Fort William, hath been 
found ineffectual and inadequate to anfwer the good dnds and pur- 
poles now ncceffary to be attained : 

And whereas the laid United Company have humbly befought his 
Majefty to grant unto them a more general and comprehensive Char- 
ter for'the due adminittratioa of juftice in Bengal ; to which, their 
humble rcqueft, his Majefly hath been pleafed to condefcend, and 
hath fignified his moft gracious intention to grant unto the laid Uni- 
ted Company fuch new Charter, io far as the fame relates to the faid 
fettlement of Fort William in Bengal, and die factories and places 
fabordinate thereto. 
, And whereas it is highly necciTary and expedient that fundrv regu- 
lations mould be made for the better management of the faid United 
Company's affairs, and alio of their fcrvants, and other his Majctty'a 
fubjerts rcfident in India, and for the better adminiftration of juit-ice 
in the faid Company's fettlement of Fort William in Bengal, and the 
factories and place? now or hereafter to be fubordinate thereto j and 
that fuch regulations mould be enforced by the authority of Parlia- 
ment; 

May it therefore pkafe your MAJESTY, 
That it may be ena&cd, and be it enacted, by the King's moft Ex- 
cellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prelent Parliament af- 
fembled, and by the authority of the fame, That in and by the faid 
new charter to be granted by his Majdly as aforefaid, it {hall and 
may be lawful for his Majeity to citablifh a fupreme court of judi- 
cature at Fort William aforefaid in Bengal, and to grant and dechr^t 
that the fame (hall coniiii of a Chief Jullice, and three other Judges, 
to be nominated by the Court of Directors of the faid United Com- 
pany, with the approbation of the Lord High Chancellor of Great- 
Britain* and the l ords Chief Jufticcs of his Majefly's Courts of 
King's Bench and CommonPleas ; which faid Judges mall be named 
in the faid charter, and fhall hold their refpective offices under the 
fame terms and conditions as the Judges of England do now hold 
and enjoy their respective office or offices, but in cafe the faid chief 
juftice, or any or cither of the faid other judges, lhall be minded and 
defirons to refign his or their refpe&ive office or offices, and of fu*h 
his or their delirc and intention mall give year's notice to the faid 
Ijnircd Company's* president and council of the faid fettlement of Fort 
William aforefaid j or if it lhall happen that, by reafon of ficknefs or 
other incapacity, the faid chief juflice, or any or either of the faid 
other judges , mall be rendered incapable of attending to and per- 
forming the duty of his or their office or offices, that then, and in any 

or 
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or cither of the faid cafes, it ihall and may be. lawful to and for the 
faid United Company's prefidcnt and council at Fort William afore- 
faid, to grant a licence to fuch chief juftice, or other judge or judges, 
to refign his or their refpedtive office or offices, and to return to 
England : And in any or either of the faid cafes before mentioned, 
or in cafe of actual difmhTion, as herein after mentioned and pro- 
vided, it.fhall and may be lawful for the faid prefidcnt and council 
of Fort William aforefaid, forthwith to nominate and appoint fome 
fit and proper pcrfon to fucceed to and fill up any fuch vacancy as 
may happen in the faid fupreme court of judicature, until the fame 
ihall be filled up or fupplied in the manner herein before; di- 
refted. 

And be it further enabled, by the authority aforefaid, That the 
faid fupreme court of judicature, by the faid new charter to be efta- 
bliffied, Ihall have, and the fame court is hereby declared to have full 
power and authority to excrcife and perform all civil, criminal, and 
ccclcfiauical jurifdidtion by the faid new charter to be granted and 
committed to the faid court j and alfo mall be at all times a court of 
record, in the nature of a court of oyer and terminer and gaol deli- 
very, and fliall be a court of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery in 
and for the faid town of Calcutta and fadory of Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, and other the factories and places fubordinate, or 
hereafter to be fubordinatc thereto. 

And be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, That it fliall 
and may be lawful for his Majefty, in and by the faid new charter* 
to grant and eftablilh, that in cafe any perfon or pe^fpns whatfoever 
fliall think himfelf, herfclf, or thejnfelves aggrieved fcy aay fentence, 
judgment, order, or determination of the faid fupreme court of judi- 
cature, to be eftabliffied as aforefaid, he, ihe, or they ihall and may 
appeal from fuch fentence, judgment, order, or determination, withia 
days after the fame (hall be entered of record, tohisMa- 
jefty, his heirs or fucceflors; but no fuch appeal fhajl be allowed 
of or brought, unlefs the debt or matter in litigation between the 
parties fliall exceed in value ftcrling, 
nor unlefs fecurity be given in the fum of 
Herling, to anfwer the colls of fuch appeal. 

Ancfbe it further enadted, by the authority aforefaid,. That,tbc faid 
new charter, fo to be granted by his Majefty as aforefaid, and the 
jurifdiftion, powers, and authorities to be thereby eftabli/hed, ihall 
and may extend to all the (aid United Company's fetilemeuts, fac- 
tories, iubordinates, and poffeffions, now or at any time hereafter to 
be acquired, in the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, and to all Britifh fubje&s and Chriftians who mall re/lde in the 
faid provinces, or either of them, under the protedlion of the faid 
United Company; and the fame chfrter mall be competent and ef* 
fe£tual, and the fupreme court of judicature, therein, and thereby to 
Jbe eftabliffied, (half have full power and authority to hear and deter- 
mine all complaints of the natives of India againft any of his Ma- 
jefty's fubjedls, for any crimes or oppreffions vyhatfoever, and to 

Rrofecute any fuits or anions, real or perfonal, agauift any of his 
lajcfty's fubje&s in India ; and alfo for any debt, or for any com- 
plaint of any native of India againft any other native of India, who 
Ihall, at the time when fuch debt orcaufeof aftion or complaint ihall 
Pel. Reg. Vol. X. Tt have 
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have arifen, have been employed by, or fhall then have keen in the 
fervice of the faid United Company, or of any of his Majefty's iub- 
jefts. 

And be it farther enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe 
any complaint in writing fliall be exhibited before the faid United 
Company's prefident and council of Fort William aforefaid, again ft 
the laid chief juftice, or any or either of the judges of the faid fu- 
preme court of judicature, to be by the faid new charter cftablifhcd, 
for mal-adniiniftration of juftice, or any notorious or corrupt breach 
of his duty or truft, that then, and in every fuch cafe, the faid 
United Company's prefident and council of Fort William aforefaid 
ihall and may, upon days notice to be given to fuch chief 

juftice or judge again ft whom fuch complaint or complaints ihall 
be exhibited, proceed to the hearing and determination of fuch 
complaint or complaints ; and in cafe the faid prefident and coun- 
cil mall be unanimoufly of opinion that the chief juftice or judge, 
againft whom fuch complaint or complaints have been exhibited, 
hath or have been guilty of the charge and offence alledged againft 
him or them, that then and in fuch cafe it fliall and may be lawful 
for the faid prefident and council of Fort William aforefaid to fufpend 
the faid chief jtiftice or judge, !o found guilty, from his or their office 
or offices, and to appoint another chief jullice or judge in his or 
their room and ftead : Provided neverthelefs, that the chief juftice 
or judge fo fufpended may, and he and they are hereby aathorifed 
to, appeal to his Majefty in council againft fuch fentence or judg- 
ment, fo as fuch appeal be prefented to and entered in the faid fu- 
§>reme court of judicature within Days after fuch fentence 

of fufpenfion Ihall be made or given, and fo as fuch appeal be profe- 
cuted, by the party or parties appealing, with all due diligence ; 
tnd from and immediately after fuch fentence of fufpenfion, and the 
appointment of a fucceifor or fueceffors to fuch chief jultice or judge 
fo fufpended, in manner herein mentioned, the falary or yearly 
allowance of fuch chief juftice, judge, or judges fhall go to, and be 
equally divided between the perfon or perfons fo fuipended and 
fuch fucceffor or fucccfTors, until fuch appeal, fo to be brought and 
profecuted as aforefaid, fhall be finally heard and determined ; but 
m cafe no fuch appeal fhall be brought as aforefaid, then and in fuch 
cafe, at the end of days after fuch judgment or fentence of 

fufpenfion, the fame fhall operate and be confidered to all intents 
and purpofes as an abfolute difmiffion of fuch chief juilice or judge 
from his or their refpeetive offices. 

And be it further enacled, by the authority aforefaid, That the 

frefident and council of the faid United Company's fettlement at 
brt William aforefaid, and alfp the chief juftice and judges of the 
(aid fupreme court of judicature to be by the faid new charter efta- 
blifhed, and each and every of them, fliall, from and after their re- 
fpeetive returns to England, be, and is and are hereby declared to 
be fubject and amenable to his Majefty's court of King's Bench in 
England, for any breach of duty, or for any mi icon duct or miibeha- 
viour in his or their offices or employments. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That fo 
much of the faid charter granted by his faid late Majefty as refpects 
or relates to the eftablifhment of the Mayor's Court at Calcutta 
aforefaid, in Bengal, or to the civil, criminal, or ecclefiaftical jurif- 
diction in the faid United Company's fetdement there, or the fubor- 
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dinatcs thereunto belonging, fhall, from and immedia tely after tBc 
faid new charter to be granted by his Majefty in purfuance of this 
aft, (hall be openly publiflied at Fort William aforefaid, 

to all intents and purpofes ; but ne- 
▼erthelefs the faid charter fo granted by his faid late Majelty {hall .in 
all other refpefts, and as for and concerning all or any other of the 
faid Company's principal Prefidency oriettlements to which the fame 
relates, or to any factories or places now or hereafter to be fubordi- 
uare to fuch principal fcttlements, continue, be, and remain in full 
force and virtue, according to the true intent and meaning there- 
of } and that as fully and effectually, to all intents and purpofes 
whatfoever, as if this act had never been made, or the faid new in- 
tended charter mould never be granted. 

And be it further cnafted, by the authority aforefaid, That all the 
records, minuments, and proceedings whatfoever of and belonging 
to the faid Mayor's Court at Calcutta aforefaid, or to the courts or 
oyer and terminer and gaol delivery at Fort William aforefaid, efta- 
blifhcd by the faid charter of his faid late Majefty, mail, from and 
immediately after the faid court of judicature by the faid new char- 
ter to be eitabliihed at Fort William aforefaid (hall be fo elUbliftied, 
be delivered over, preferved and depofited for fafc cuftody in the 
faid new court of judicature, to which all parties concerned fhall and 
may relbrt, and have recourfe, upon application to the faid court. 

And be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That from and af- 
ter the it fliall not be lawful for the Prefident 
Governor, or any of the Council of the faid United Company's 
Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, or for the Chief Juftice or any 
of the Judges of the fupremc court of judicature at Fort William 
aforefaid, to be by the laid new charter eftablifhcd, directly or in- 
directly, by thcmfelves, or by any other perfon or perfons for his or 
their ufe, er on his or their behalf, to accept, receive, or take of or 
from any of the Indian Princes, or powers, or their minillers or 
agents, or any perfon or perfons under their dominion, power, or au- 
thority, in any manner, or on any account whatfoever, any prefent, 
gift, donaiion* gratuity or reward, pecuniary or other wife ; nor 
fhall carry on, be concerned in, or have any dealing or tranfad\ion3, 
by way of traffick or commerce, of any kind whatsoever, either for 
his or their ufe or benefit, profit or advantage, or for the benefit or 
advantage of any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, or of any foreign 
Company in India, or by way of commiffion for any fuch foreign 
Company (the trade and commerce of the faid United Company only 
excepted) ; any law, ufage, or cuitom to the contrary thereof in any 
wife notwithstanding. 

And, for the better and more effectually enforcing the fcveral pro* 
hibitions and reftraints aforefaid, be it further enacted,' by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, that the prefident or governor and each and every of 
the faid United Company's council of their faid prefidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, fhall, upon entering upon his or their refpectivc 
office or offices, take and fubferibe an oath in writing, in the words or 
to the effect following; (that is to fay) " I A. B. do folemnly 
{wear, that I will not, directly or indirectly, by myfelf, or by any 
other perfon or perfons on my-behalf or for my ufe, accept, receive, 
or. take, of or from any of the Indian princes or powers, of their mi- 
nifters or agents, or any perfon or perfons under their dominion, 
power, or authority, in any manner or on any account whatfoever, 

Tt* any 
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any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity or reward, pecuniary or other* 
wife j nor will carry on, be concerned in, or have any dealings, or 
tranfa&ions, by way of traffick or commerce, of any kind what- 
soever, cither for my own ufe or benefit, profit or advantage, or for 
the benefit or advantage of any other perion or pcrfons whatfoever, 
Or of any foreign company in Iudia, or by way of commiffion for 
any fuch foreign company (the trade and commerce of the United 
Company of merchants trading to England only excepted) : And I 
the laid A. B. do further fwear, that I will in all things, as far 
asinmelicth, duly, faithfully, and uprightly exercife, perform, and 
execute the office of (to which the faid 

A. B. fhall be appointed) without partiality, favour, or affection. 
So help me God." 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that the chief 
juftice, and each and every of the judges of the faid fupreme court 
of judicature to be by the faid new charter eftablifhed, fliall, upon 
his or their entering upon his or their refpective office or offices, 
befides the oath or oaths which fhall be directed to be by them taken 
by the faid new charter, take and fubferibe the like oath in writing, 
as is herein before directed to be taken by the prefident or governor, 
and each of the faid United Company's council of their faid prefi- 
dency of Fort William aforefaid. 

And it is hereby further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, that 
fuch rcfpe&ive oaths fo as aforefaid dire&ed to be taken and fub- 
feribed in writing mail be fo taken and fubferibed by the faid prefi- 
dent or governor, and each of the faid United Company's council of 
Fort William aforefaid, before the faid chief juftice, or or 
more of the judges of the faid fupreme court of judicature to be 
there eitablifhed, who are hereby authorifed and impowered to ad- 
minifter the fame ; and fuch oath fo as aforefaid to be taken and 
fubferibed in writing by the chief juftice and judges of the faid fu- 
preme court, fhall be fo taken and fubferibed by the faid chief juf- 
tice and judges refpectively, before the faid prefident, or 

or more of the faid council, who are alfo hereby autho- 
rifed and impowered to adminifter the fame; and fuch oaths feve- 
rally, when fo taken and fubferibed, fliall immediately be filed 
in the faid fupreme court of judicature, and fhall be kept and re- 
main of record in the faid court. 

And it is further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that in cafe 
the faid prefident, or any or either of the faid council, or the faii 
chief julbcc, or any or cither of the faid judges of the faid fupreme 
court, acting under the authority of this act, or by virtue of any 
power or authority to be given by the faid new charter, fliall offend 
againft this act, and in breach of the oath hereby required to be taken, 
every perfon fo offending, fliall and may he tried by indictment or 
information, in the faid fupreme court of judicature, or in his majefty's 
court of King's Bench at Weftminftcr, if the offender fhall be found 
in any of his Majefty's dominions in Great Britain, and being legally 
convicted of fuch offence, fhall be 

Provided neverthelefs, that nothing herein contained fliall ex- 
tend, or be conftrued to extend, to prohibit or prevent any perfon, 
or perfons, who by this aft is, are, or fhall be reftrained from car- 
rying on trade during their continuance in their refpecVive offices in 
the faid United Company's ftrvicc, from collefthig in'tjieirouifland* 
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ing debts, or from felling and difpofing of their goods, wares, mer-i ; 
chandifc, effects, and ftocks in trade, of which they were feverally 
poffeffed at the time of their entering upon their refpective offices, fo 
as the fame and every part thereof be fold anddifpoied of within the 
fpace of years after entering upon their faid refpective offices, 
and fo as no new trade, or concerns in commerce or merchandise, 
be entered into, carried on, or be contracted for by fuch perfon or 
perfons, during the faid term of years. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that if any 
fubject of hio Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors, in the Eaft Indies, 
fhall, from and after directly or indirectly, advance 

and lend to any perfon or perfons whatfoever, any fum or Aims of 
money, at a higher rate of intereft than at and after the rate of 

for each one hundred pounds for a year, that then, and in every 
fuch cafe, fuch lending (half be, and is hereby declared to bemfu- 
rious, and the party fo offending fhall be ; and 

eveiy perfon lending any fum or fums of money, at a higher rate 
of intereft than as aforefaid, fhall and may be fued and profecuted 
for the fame, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in the 
faid fuprcme court of judicature, to be by the faid charter eftablifhed, 
and being duly convicted thereof, fhall be fubject and liable to the) 
fame pains, penalties, and forfeitures, as by the law of England fuch, 
perfon or perfons fo offending would be fubject and liable to if fuch 
offence or offences was or were committed in Great Britain : And -all 
contracts, agreements, obligations, and fecurities, which fhall be 
made or taken for the 'loan or payment of any fum or fums of mo- 
ney, which fhall bear or carry an higher rate of intereft than as afore-' 
faid, fhall be, and are hereby declared to be to all 

intents and purpofes. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that from 
and after it fhall not be lawful for any civil or military 

fervant of the faid United Company in the Eaft Indies, to accept, 
receive, or take, directly or indirectly, by himfelf, or any other 
perfon or perfons on his behalf, or Tor his uie or benefit, of and from 
any of the Indian powers, or their minifters or agents, or any of the 
Indian natives, any prefent, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward, pe- 
cuniary or otherwife, upon any account, or on any pretence what- 
foever ; and if any fervant, civil or military, fhall be guilty of any 
fuch offence, and fhall be thereof legally convicted in the faid court 
to be eftablifhcd by the faid new charter, or in the mayor's court 
in any other of the faid United Company's fettlements where fuch 
offence fhall have been committed, every fuch perfon, fo convict- 
ed, fhall be liable to fuch as the court before whom fuch 
offender fhall be tried fhall think proper to inflict ; and moreover 
fhall, from thenceforth, be 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that from 
and after the it fhall not be lawful for any fubject of his 

Majefty, his heirs and fuccefibrs, to hold or enjoy any office, poft or 
employment, ciyrl or military, # under or by the authority of any 
itate or power in the Eaft Indies, either European or Indian, nor 
fhall be Tefidentin the country or dominion of any fuch European 
or Indian power or ftate, without the exprefs licence of his Majefty, 
his heirs or fucceiTors, or of the faid United Company, or of the; 
Prefident and Council of the faid United Company's fcttlemcnt, ly- 
fag an4 being ncareft to the dominion of furl* European or Indian 

power 
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power or Mate where fuch perfon or perfons fball hold or enjoy arty 
fuch office, poll, or employment ; and if any perfon whatfoever, 
being a fubject of his Majelly, his heirs or fucceffors, (hall have, 
hold, or erjoy any {yen office, poll, or employment, or be refident in 
the country or dominions of any fuch European or Indian power or 
flate, without fuch licence as aforefaid, every perfon fo offending, 
fhall and may be by the order of the Prefident and Council 

of the laid United Company's fettlement nearefl to the place where 
fuch perfon (hall be then rendent, and mall and may be tried for the 
faid offence in the faid fupreme court of judicature to be ellablifhed 
by the faid new charter, or in the mayor's court, of and belonging to 
fuch of the faid United Company's fettlements as fhall be neareit to 
the place of rcfidcncc of the faid party fo offending, and being duly 
convicted thereof, fhall and may be at the difcretion 

of the court which fhall try fuch party fo offending ; and more- 
over fhall and may, immediately after the fentence of the faid court 
fiiall have been inflicted, be fent over to England, by order of the 
faid Governor and Council of fuch fettlement where fuch perfon 
fhall be tried and convicted as aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after it fhall not be lawful for any fubjecl of his Ma- 

jelly, his heirs or fucceffors, cither by himfelf, or any other per- 
fon or perfons whatfoever, to buy or purchafe up any artillery, 
ordnance, mufguets, fire arms, ammunition, or warlike flores of 
any kind whatfoever, except for the ufe of the faid United Com* 
pany, or for his own proper ufe and defence, or the protection and 
defence of his property, nor on any account, or under any pre- 
tence whatfoever, to vend, fell, barter, utter, or difpofe of any 
artillery, ordnance, rnufquets, fire arms, ammunition, or warlike 
fbres of any kind whatfoever, to any of the natives of the Eaft Indies, 
within the limits of any of the faid United Company's fettlements 
or trade ; and in cafe any perfon or perfons fhall offend in the pre- 
inifes, every fuch offender fhall be, and is. hereby declared to be 

and being duly convifted 
thereof, in the faid fupreme court of judicature to be eltablifhed 
by the faid new charter, or in the Mayor's court of any other of 
the faid United Company's fettlements where or near whercunto 
fuch offence fhall be committed, fhall be liable and fubjec"l to fuch 

as fuch court fhall, in their difcretion, think 
fit to inflict and impofe for fuch offence. 

And be it further enacled, by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after it fhall not be lawful for any perfon or perfons 

whatfoever, who fhall have been difmiffed from, or fhall have vo- 
luntarily refigncd the fervice of the faid United Company, or for 
any free merchant, free mariner, or other perfon, whofe covenants 
or agreements with the faid United Company for refiding or tra- 
ding in India mall be expired, from thenceforth to carry on. or.be, 
in anywife concerned in any new trade, traffick, merchandife, or 
commerce whatfoever in the Eaft Indies, without the licence of the 
faid United Company or their prefident and council, at the place or 
fettlement where fuch perfon or perfons fhall refide for that purpofe, 
firft had and obtained. 

And be it further enabled, by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after if any fervant or fervants of the faid United 

Company fhall be duly convicted by the judgment of any court of ju~ 

dicat&re. 
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tllcature, of extortion, breach of public truft, embezzlement of pub- 
lic money, or ftores, or of defrauding the faid United Company, 
or for carrying on any monopoly, every fuch offender, after being fo 
convicted, ihall and may, immediately after the fentence of fuch 
court fhall have been inflicted, be fent over to England, by the order 
of the governor and council of the prcfidency or fettlemcnt where 
fuch offender fhall be tried and convicted as aforefaid; and more- 
over every fuch offender fhall be, and is hereby declared to be 

And be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any 
military Officer of the faid United Company fhall, by the judgment 
ot fentence of any court martial, legally confirmed, be found guilt* 
of cowardice, or any or cither of the offences above-mentioned, 
fuch perfon or pcrfons, fo found guilty fhall, and he is hereby de- 
clared to be 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That after 
any judgment of the faidfupreme court of judicature, or of any court 
of judicature in Great Britain, or at any of the faid United Company'* 
fettlcmeots, againft any of the faid United Company's fervants, civil 
or military, for any debt or penalty due to the faid United 
Company, fhall be made known to the court of directors for the 
time being of the faid United Company, it fhall not be lawful for 
the faid United Company, or their court of directors, to rcleafe or 
compound fuch fentence or judgment, or to releafe, difcharge, or 
put a flop to any profecution, fuit, or action commenced, or to be 
commenced, for any debt or penalty due to the faid United Company, 
or for carrying on any illicit trade, without the unanimous confent 
of the faid court of directors, to be taken by ballot ; and alfo the 
confentof in number of the proprietors of thefaid United 

Company, to be taken by ballot at a general court of the faid Uni- 
ted Company, to be fpccially called for that purpofc, and of which 
genera! court daj's public notice, at the Jeaft, fhall bcgivea 

before the holding the fame, and of the particular occafion for which 
fuch general court fhall be called. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall 
and may be lawful for the Prclident and Council of the faid United 
Company's fettlernent at Fort William in Bengal, from time to time 
to make and iflue fuch rules, ordinances, and regulations for the good 
order and civil government of the faid United Company's fettlernent 
at Fort William aforefaid, and other factories and places*fubordinatc, 
or to be fubordinate thereto, as fhall be deemed juft and reafonable 
(fuch rules, ordinances, and regulations not 'being repugnant to the 
laws of this realm) and alfo to impofe and levy all necetiary and rea- 
fonable imports and duties on commerce and trade, for the fupport 
of the faid United Company's civil government in Bengal, and to 
fet, impofe, inflict, and levy reafonable fines and forfeitures for the 
breach or non-obfervance of fuch rules, ordinances, regulations, 
rates, and duties; but neverthelefs the fame, or any of them, fhall 
not be valid, or of any force or effect, until the fame fhall be duly 
regiftered in the faid fupreme court of judicature, to be by the 
faid new charter eftablilhed, with the confent and approbation of 
thefaid court, and from and immediately after the regiilering thereof 
as aforefaid, the fame fhall be good and valid in law : But neverthe- 
lefs it fhall be lawful for any perfon or perfons to appeal therefrom 
to his Majcfty, his heirs or fuccefTors, in council in England, fo as 
fuch appeal or notice thereof be lodged ir* the faid new court of 

judicature, 
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judicature, within the fpaeeof days after the time of the re- 

giftcring fuch rules, ordinances, regulations, rates or duties: Yet 
nevcrthclefs fuch appeal lhall not obftrucl, impede, or hinder the 
immediate execution of any rule, ordinance, regulation, rate or 
duty, fo made and regiftered as aforcfaid, until the fame {hall appear 
to have been quafhed or vacated upon the hearing and determination 
of fuch appeal. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That the 
Prefident and Council for the time being of the faid United Com- 
pany's fettlement at Fort William aforefaid fhall and may, and they 
are hereby refpeflively declared to be and to have full power to aft 
as J u dices of the Peace for the faid fettlement, and for the feveral fet- 
Wements and factories fubordinate or hereafter to be fubordinate there- 
to ; and for that purpofe they are hereby authorised and impowered 
to hold quartcr-feflions times within the faid fettlement, and 

lhall be at all times a court of record, with full power and authority • 
to do and tranfact all matters and things which to the office of a 
Juftice or Juftices of the Peace do belong or appertain. 

And be'it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That any 
offence or offences committed againft this act, or any of the claufes, 
reftrictions, and regulations herein contained, fliall and may be fued 
for and profecuted, according to the nature of fuch offence or of- 
fences, by any perfon or- perfens whatfbever, in the faid fupreme 
court of judicature to be by the faid charter eftablifhed; in which, 
no effoign, wager, of laW, or protection mall be allowed ; and 

of all the fines by the faid' fupreme court of judicature in- 
flicted and impofed by the authority of this act, fhall be to the ufe of 
the faid United Company, and thereof to the 

perfon or pcrlbns who fhall profecute or fue for the fame ; aU'which 
faid offences fhall be tried in the faid court by a jury of Britifh fub- 
jects, refident at Calcutta, and not otherwife. < '. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any 
perfon or perfons fhall be fued, molefted, or profecuted for anything 
done by virtue of this act, or the faid new charter, fuch perfon 
or peifons fhall and may plead the general iffue, and give this act 
and the fpecial matter in evidence in his or their defence; and if 
afterwards a verdict (hall pafs for the defendant or defendants, or the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs fhall difcontinue his or their action or actions, 
or be nonfuited, or judgment fhall be given againft him, her, or 
them, upon demtfrrer or otherwife, then fuch defendant or defen- 
dants fhall have cofts awarded to him or them againft fuch 
plaintiff or plaintiffs. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That this 
act fhall be deemed and taken to be a public act; of which notice 
fliall be judicially taken by all Judges, Juftices, and other perfons 
whatfocver, without fpecially pleading the fame. 
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To the Printer of the Political Regifter; 
S I R, 

THE following <c Difcourfe,on the Nature and Founda- 
tion of Political Power, with Obfervations how far each 
Pcrfon is concerned to live in a State of Subjection to it j" is 
an attempt to refute the notion of an original contract fubfift- 
ing between prince and people, on which Mr. Locke, a fa- 
vourite author, has built his fyftem of politicks. None, how- 
ever, muft think it is done with the delign to recommend the 
political creed of Tories : on the contrary, the fole aim of it 
is to inveftigate truth, and point out what is moil probable. 

Few qucilions have been agitated with more heat than thole 
regarding the foundations of civil fociety,and the laws where- 
by this fociety is preferved, On one fide, principles have beca 
eitabliihed with an evident tendency to foment eternal fedi- 
tions, in the view of preventing tyranny ; and on the other, 
the moil horrid tyranny has been con fecrated for thepurpofes 
of repreifing for ever all popular infurreclions. So that pre- 
judice and paflion may be faid to haye been continual obftruc- 
tions in the way of. moA politicians, towards finding a juft 
medium between thefe extremities. 
.10 U u 
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The partisans of Mr. Locke allure, us, that lie haddifoo- 
vered with great fagacity, the firft foundations of civil fbciety, 
before he drew from them the corifequences that might be de- 
-Cfftve of the difputes oh thofe matters ; and they further -add, 
that no work of the kind has hitherto appeared equal to his in 
point of truth, accuracy of judgment, precifion, and order.— 
Tis however on the anaryhs Mr. I^ocke has made of the firft 
foundations of civil fociety and political power, that I here 
propofe to make fo me reflexions. 

' To understand, fays Mr. Locke, in what con fifts political 
power, and to know its real origin, we muft confider what ft a re 
all men an? naturally in. It *n, fays he, a ft ate of perfect liberty; 
a ftate,in which without afktng the leave of any other perfon, 
„sjrithout depending on the will of any other man, they may do 
hwhat they pleafe, and difpofe of what they poflefs, and of their 
-pcrfons as they judge proper, provided notwithstanding they 
ieep within the bounds of the law of nature. He pretends 
that in coniequenceof the bounds prefcribed by this law, the 
ffcatc of nature, though aftate of liberty, is far from being a 
ilate of 1 icentioufnerV, 

He afterwards very clearly difcufles the origin of the firft 
right of property in the different things which men have ac- 
quired, or may acquire. He makes this right to confift in the 
fertility which every one by his labour and induftry may give 
to an uncultivated piece of ground, or in the toil* and cares 
whereby a man may procure for himfelf a thing, to which no 
one had any particular right. Every one, according to him, 
may confider as bis own private property, the labour of his 
body and the work of his hands. Thus, whatever one gets 
from the Hate of nature by his toil and induftry, belongs to 
him alone ; and in the fame manner, others will aequire like 
and as good things which has lain in common, and which 
they may make a property of by the fame means. It may be 
feen in the fourth chapter of this work of Mr. Locke, how 
he juftiftes the origin of this property. And indeed, in this 
refpcel every thing fecms quite rational, and no tolerable ob- 
jection can be made to counteract and invalidate it. 

The fame cannot be faid of the foundations on which Mr. 
Locke has pretended to eftablifh civil government, or political 
power. He lays down for principle, that men in their natural 
Hate of equality and liberty, and poflefled, as they are, from 
their labour and induftry, of the beft right and title that can 
be, to the property of the things they have fo acquired, could 
not have, given up to any one, any right over their pcrfons and 
their goods, but in view of thereby procuring for themfe!ve9 
more confiderable advantages than thofe they enjoyed, and 
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efpecially of fecurtng themfelves from the dangers theycbuld 
not other wife avoid. This principle appears inconteftable; 
for -whether we confider the power of prince*, *s [proceeding 
from God, or we think, as Mr. Locke, that this power is the 
remit of mutual conventions or contracts between the prince 
and fubjec~l, we cannot form aqy other idea of the ends of po- 
litical power ; we cannot imagine, whatever the origin of this 
power may be, that the people fhould be delivered up tobim, 
bound hands and feet, as it were, to remain entirely at his dis- 
cretion, independently of the advantages they have reafon to 
expect from it. 

But Mr. Locke does not feem to have been fufficiently ap- 
prised, that by making the origin of political power to confut 
only in reciprocal conventions between the prince and people, 
that power mtrft remain inevitably fubjecl to an infinity of 
contefts oh the part of thefe people, on every occafion and 
emergency wherein they might think the prince did not fulfil, 
as he fhould, his engagements; which evidently mews us the 
neceflity of a power much better fecured for preventing the 
danger of frequent feditions to which a like government would 
be always expofed. 

In rati, as we may learn from hiftory, nothing has been 
more fortuitous, more indebted to contingencies, than the eira- 
blifhment of political power ; and if fo, Mr. Locke's mutual 
•conventions will in the main prove to be a notion merely 
ideal. We cannot therefore better account for the power of 
:princes, than by faying that it is originally derived from God. 
This is a truth acknowledged by all Chriftian people : but 
as there are too many among them of adifpofition to incredu- 
lity, and as it is of Angular importance that none mould en- 
tertain a doubt concerning the foundations of political power, 
it is very neceflary to (hew, that befides the right princes hold 
from God himfelf, they have iikewife another right, which a- 
lone might ferve as a folid bads to their power ; and it is un- 
doubtedly on a foundation of this fort that the political power 
was eftabllflied, to which numbers of people fubje&ed them* 
ielves even long before it pleafed God to manifeft his will. 
Arrd it may be further faid, that the idea of this right prefents 
itfeif fo naturally, and is fo neceflary a confequcnce of the 
foundation on which Mr. Locke has eftabliftied property, that 
we have good reafon to be furprized at his not perceiving it ; 
unlefs we rather cboofe to think that Mr. Locke bad fome 
private and favourite intercft in view to make appear on this 
fabjea^more patriotifm, than the temper and fpirit of a phi- 
loiopherv i i y :'; \ ••- 
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Digitized by Google 



( 33? ) 

It- not only feenrs juft to eftabltfh property t>n;tke labour 
and indiiftry whereby men have endeavoured to acq urrclfrom 
thciftateof nature the different things, which according "to 
their wants, they had a delire to appropriate- to tbenrfelves ? 
bitfit may be likewife alledged that it is in virtue einly of this 
primitive right that the numerous fucoeiEon of all thiepoflcfc 
fbrsof thefe things by right of inheritance^ faiey gi&,and even 
of con que ft, have beeiv truly the proprietors of them* The 
right of conqueft does- not hinder the prince,' who may gratify 
jjrsfoldjers or fu ejects with -the gift- of things conquered, to 
transmit to them at the fame time the fame title of property ib 
•virtue of which the difpoflefled enjoyed them j-and xhis is pro- 
bably one of the principal 1 reafotts tor princes' not being able to 
,take back the things they have fo granted and given, unlefs 
limine cafe of forae urgent oecemty of the (late. * . 
Ku Nowtj /if it be*™*, that this frrft title of property is the moik 
,faaturai and. lawful, does it. not neceftariJy follow that they 
who have taken men out of the ftate of nature, that is, who 
havectwilixed tbem and made them fociabie, who have incor- 
uftoraied them under a government fit for adding to and fecur- 
ing their advantages, as well as delivering them from the dan- 
igers in fe parable, from their firft. ftate, have acquired over this 
-jbctety a political power as natural^ and as lawful, as, the 
'right acquired* by each private perfon over the things he has 
vacquked from the ftate of nature by his labour and his in- 
jdu&ry ? • . ' • . 

■X 'But to place this confequence in its full light, it would ^he 
/proper to examine into the motives, the foundations, and the 
-ties of the firft great focieties. We read in almoft all the good 
works extant on thefe matters, that paternal power, and after- 
wards the fort of magiftracy, eftablifhed in the firft little fo- 
cieties which had been formed, were the occafion, the model, 
and in a great degree the foundation of political power. In: fact, 
.it is hardly poflible to doubt of the legiflation of thofeftrft little 
Societies, having been fimply framed after an enquiry into, and 
on the foundation ofthe ufage eftablifhed in difperfed families; 
and it is probable that paternal authority alone had eftablifhed 
in each family the ufages therein obferved and followed. Hence 
it is mamfeft that no queftion could there be concerning any 
contract or convention ; and even in all appearance children, 
arrived at the age of providing therofelves for their fubiiftence 
and fecurity, arid difpofing of themfelvesand fubftancc, could 
<not have failed- in regard to the advantages arifxng front* living 
- in focietyj to remain fubjedl to fome political pvwer ; ;kfbe- 
•ing very certain that this power is the only true bond of fq- 
ciety, and the only means of protection and fecurity for: the 
■jrivate perfons thatcompofe it. The firft chiefs who had ex, 
% < v * crcifetj 
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escft&d -political power in ftates formed by the afTemblige of 
the Ht ft little fotiettea, Were therefore in the main nothing 
more than the fucccflbrs or fubftitufces of the firtfc natural ma. 
giftrates,,who were originally fathers of families, and afteru 
wards- thofe to whom the fathers of familiestrantmhtcd tbe*r 
power for forming thofe firft little focieties. < » 

It may be well judged that this firft magiftracy had not on 
many oecaftons, the means of augmenting and fecuring, • a<*> 
cording to; exigencies, the advantages of the little ftate it go- 
verned . It muft then quite naturally have happened*, that 
£uch little disjointed and weak ftates, from a fen fe of the irt- 
convenicncics of their exiftence, could not help feeling the 
want of fome powerful- protection. It is eafy to conceive 
from thence with what ardour they muft have aflembled nw- 
der the chiefs, who had fubdued them, or who otherwffe had 
merited their confidence, by fupplying them with the weans 
of exifting in greater fafety, and to better advantage 5 and 
there is good reafon to p relume that thefe chiefs were origi- 
nally fuch only among thefe firft magiftratcs, who were ill u- 
fcrious enough, and entcrprifing enough to fubjeel the people 
whofe confidence they had acquired ; and that from fa doing 
it was not difficult for them to extend and afcertain their do- 
minions, either by conquelts, or the reputation of their go- 
vernment. 

In order to make feveral fmall focieties incorporated into a 
conftderable ftate, i-njoy the advantages thereby expected, there 
was a rreceffity of their contributing thereto by much more 
care, labour, and induftry, than they employed in their prt- 
mitrve ftate of little focieties. They muft therefore have tub- 
rotttdd without reluctance to more confiderable obligations in 
favour of the new advantages they were going to enjoy. In 
all this there has not yet been any contract. We merely fee 
people, made timid and uncafy by the frequent difficulties of 
providing for their fecurity, and attaining the pofteffion of the 
objects of their wants', receive without uneafinefs, and even 
with gratitude, the means for guarding againft thofe difficul- 
ties; and like, in fome meafure, to the barren piece of 
ground which the cultivator renders fruitful by his labour, 
yield and fubmic to the conditions impofed on them, to fee u re 
the poifefTion and permanency of the advantages they defire, . 
and without which they have often experienced they could 
Dot exlft but with pain and anxiety. The fubmiffion thefe 
people avow in fuch cafe for the prince, is therefore nothing 
more than the effect of the confidence they are in, of thereby 
refcuiog ^hemfeive* from the miferies and dangers to which 
"they wereexppfed in their ordinary ftate. 

.. But 
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But a* it is certain thefe people woul4-*iever have: referred 
*n yidkling the power they tranfmit to the prince over their 
l^bpftand their goods, if they had not. conndered: this facri- 
&ce as a fource of happinefs to themfelves— it neceffan I y fol- 
lows that, the prince, ought not to attempt, nor even imagine, 
is well for his own tntereft, as that of the ftate, to ful^ec** 
ifcefe people to a form of government contrary to their genius 
and a&ive diipofttion, and confequentiy to the confidence hi 
which they deprived themfelves of their political liberty. In 
this manner it is that the only original contract fubfifting be- 
tween prince and fubjecthas been formed, and is in the nature 
of thole which civilians have called ft ipulated conditions for 
regulating the la w of nations. As to what the prince has been 
-pkafed to prefer Ye to bis fubjeds in the laws and cuftoms 
they followed, and the privileges they enjoyed ; this has been 
only fo far as he judge i convenient, and then the matter reds 
as if the : eft abliih merit came from himfeif. 

The *U£covery and eftablifhment of the bed poflible go- 
vernm^ntj and the idea of the great advantages refulting 
Jrona? it^are therefore the principal motive of fubmiflion which 
fubje&s vow ft to their prince. And indeed, we cannot think 
that the people were ever of themfelves in a condition for 
finding laws and the government that fhould beft fuitthem, it 
being impolTible for private perfons, and of mean capacities, 
to place themfelves in the necelfory point of view for making 
fuch difcoveries. None therefore but the prince, feconded by 
the great number of chofen perfons he is in a condition to em- 
ploy, could have been able to place themfelves in that fuitabie 
point of view. Befid*es,it is only by the effect of laws containing 
and exciting fuitably the paflions of men, that the profpemy / 
of a ftate can be fee u red and augmented ; and it is eafy to fee 
why fo great a body of laws could not take place in the ftate 
of difper fed families, or little focietks. Such then are the 
primitive titles of princes. They tranfmit them to their heirs, 
even to other princes that difpoffefs them by right of con- 
queft, as private perfons might tranfmit by inheritance, gift, 
or exchange, the property of the goods they have acquired 
by their labour and induftry ; and as. the fubjetSts of a con* 
queror are fettled in the rights of proprietors difpoffefTed by 
the fortune of war. ii 

But Mr. Locke would fay, where fhall we fix in a monar- 
chical ftate the limits a prince ought to circumscribe himfeif by 
in the exercife of his power I What lhall be the certain prin- 
ciples or rules from which he ought noti to depart to make i his 
adminiftration favourable to the profperityof the ftate ?> u Inv 
(hort,where lhall we find an aflured refource againft the abufe 
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of political power P—Trris muft be in the juft relation that 
fhould be kept up between the form of government, and th€f 
genius and adive difpofnion of the people fubject to rt,"atid 
in the danger of departing to a certain degree from that juft 
relation. It cannot be doubted but that the firft object of the 
attention of princes who had in view the forming of i confide* 
table ftate, was fxrft to obferve the manners and ufages of 
people, to judge from them of their genius and active fpirit. 
There isreafon to' prefume that principally purfaarnt to thitf 
obfervation, the different conftitution of fbcieties and govern-* 
raents have been formed ; that is, that princes had afligned 
to the people, who had fubmitted to be governed by them, a 
form of government more or lefs free, according to the ftretch 
there fljculd have been left to their genius and active difpofi- 
tion, and according to the advantages deducible therefrom for 
the fupport and increafe of their power, and for the well- be^ 
ing of the ftate in general which they intended to form*. But 
the better to comprehend the reafons of different forms of go- 
vernment, it will not be amifs previoufly to difcufs, and pro- 
perly to ftate, a comparifon that has been frequently made 
between the animal and political body. 

The relation between the animal and the political body,con- 
fifts in the order of action whereby the political, as well as the 
animal body, maintains its exigence. All the active parts of the 
animal body are comprehended, and as it were planted in a 
fort of general organ, which of itfelf has no determinate mo- 
tion > but which at the fame time is fufceptible of all thofe 
which the active parts it contains are to communicate to it ; 
and it is only by the help of this action, which more or lefs is 
inceflantly communicated to it, that it is in a condition to ac- 
quit itfeif of its functions. That paflive organ, which ferves 
as a bails and fupnort to all the active organs of the animal 
body, reprefents exceeding well by its nature, by ir s functions, 
and by the cauies that produce and renew its action, what 
the people are in the political body. The prince who is the 
principle of action in the political body, correfponds perfcclly 
to the principle of action which determines all the motions of 
the animal body ; and all the active organs, by which the 
action is tranfmitted from its principle to all the parts of the' 
animal body, refembles perfectly the intermediate powers, 
which the political power has eftablrflied to tranfmit its will 
to the different parts of the ftate, and by them to have it car- 
ried into execution ; and it is eafy to comprehend that the 
political power is not lefs interetted in the prefervation and 
welfare of the body of which it is the foul, than the principle 
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of a&ion of the animal cecouomy is in the prefcrvaticn of the 
animal body. 

But if it were poflible to fuppofe that the prince was for 
any confiderable time deaf to well grounded complaints and 
remonitrances of his people, the political body, like the ani- 
mal body fenftbly affected, would be in danger of foon lofing 
its active qualities by lofing its harmony. Then the leaft re- 
turn of irritation, the leaft feditious contrivance ripe for exe- 
cution, and very hard to be prevented on thefe melancholy 
occafions,, would almbft inevitably throw him into a degree of 
convulfton, capable of (baking the foundations of the mod 
firmly eftablifhed political power ; and the danger would be 
the more imminent, if thefe people were of a fpirited temper, 
and had a felf-convic"fcion of the juft degree of their privileges. 
But it (hould be obferved that though this mutiny be pu- 
nifhablc, (for nothing of the kind can be lawful) yet it fcarce 
would be more juft to attribute it to a fpiritof fedition, or pre- 
meditated rebellion, than to make a man refponfible for what 
hefliould do in a violent delirium. 

This matter requires to be further illuftrated by many o- 
ther obfervations ; but having already exceeded the bounds 
of an cifay, in your Regifter, I (hall beg leave to refervethem 
for your next. 



Ti» the Printer of the Political Regifter* 
SIR, 

THE words * Vixgaudebit Haeres Tertius,' is faid to be 
a prophetic fpeech of Edward the Confeflbr, in regard 
to the unfortunate reign of the third heir of any fami/y or 
branch that ftiould reign after him in England to the end of 
the world. 1 contets for feveral reafons t!ic thought at firft a 
little ftartled me ; aud at length filled me with the curiofity 
of inquiring, from our ancient hiftorians, into what was re- 
corded of this Edward. I found fomething equally furpriflng 
in Gullet. AlriL <h gefi. Reg- ArgL 13 Alfred, Abb. in v'tt. Ed- 
ward. Concerning the jurigmen: and puniiiunent of God up- 
on the people of England for their fins* revealed to this fame 
King Edward a little before his death. Ke, as thefe hiftorians 
fay, having lain in a traace two days together, ftgni tied when he 
came to himfelr, that two religious meiv, whom he had known 
-in Normandy to live and die with great edification, had ap- 
peared to him, rnd told him ,fr»>m God, that after his death, 
the kingdom lhould for a tiou be delivered up into the hands 
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bf devils, and wicked fpirits, for tht fins of the clergy and 
people. To this the king added, that when he had made 
prefling in (lances to them for leave to make known the fame^- 
in order that the people might repent, and avert the wrath 1 of 
God from themfelves, as theNinevites did, the fame religious 
men anfwered, that it would be to no purpofe ; for that they 
neither would repent, nor would God forbear to punifh them; 
and when he further intreated to know when the wrath of 
God would be appeafed towards them, and their fins remitted, 
they anfwered him in this parable : 

*' When a green tree being cut off in themidft, and orttf 
part of it feparated from the other, the breadth of three acres^ 
fhall without help come together again, bloom, and fructify | 
then (hall they receive fortie comfort, and their fins be remit-* 
led." 

This he told the queen his wife, the Lord Robert (reward 
of his houfe, Harald who was afterwards king, and Stigantf 
bifhop of Canterbury j who were all prefent when he came 
out of his trance ; and the event (hewed flbortly after, the 
truth of thefirft part of it* when Duke William of Normandy 
flew king Harald, and conquered the realm, and brought all 
its (late to miferable fervitude. As for the latter part of the 
parable, fome have expounded it, that it was fulfilled, when 
Henry I. married Matilda or Maud, the king of Scotland's 
daughter ; whofe mother Margaret was daughter to Edmond 
Ironfide, and niece to Edward the Confeflor ; fo that the 
tree, that is* the reign of Englifli kings, being cut afunder by 
the death of king Edward, in whom it ceafed, was feparated 
from the trunk the breadth of three acres, that is, the reign 
of three kings, namely, Harald, William the Conqueror, and 
William Rufus ; and came together again in Henry I. by his 
marrying Maud ; and the tree fructified, when Maud the 
Emprefs, iflue of that marriage, was mother to Henry II. in 
whom ceafed the reign of Grangers in England, all his fuccef- 
fors being naturally Englifli. 

We may fufficiently underftand what the fins of the people 
were, frohi the teftimony of William of Malmelbury, who 
lived in the fame age. He fays, that though all learning, re- 
ligion and virtue had flourifhed many years among the Eng- 
lifli, yet a little before the coming of the Normans, the 
fame was utterly deftroyed and decayed. For the Clergy were 
fo unlearned, that they fcarce could properly pronounce the 
words of the divine fervice ; and fuch was the ignorance ge- 
nerally of all men, that a grammarian was held for a won* 
der. The Monks were wholly addicted to delicacy, and kept' 
lib rules of religion the nobility and gentry devoted them- » 
Vol. X. % x /elve* . 
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felves to gluttony and lafcivioufnefs ; there was no regard for 
religion, nor care of juftice; infomuch that the common 
people ferved for no other purpofe than a prey to the nobility, 
who fpoiled and plundered them at pleafure. It was a com* 
mon cuftom, when men had got their maid-fervants with 
child, either to fend them to the flews, or to fell them for 
Haves. Drunkennefs, and all vices that commonly accom- 
pany, or follow the fame, were generally contracted through* 
out the whole kingdom. 

King Edward himfelf, when he declared his viiion, faid, 
that the magi ft rates, as well fpiritual as temporal, were no bet- 
ter than minifters of Satan ; that God was every where difho- 
noured, law contemned, truth trodden under foot, mercy ba- 
ni filed, and cruelty triumphant *, and therefore, concluded he, 
the wickednefs of the Englifli is now compleat and grown to 
its height, and the revenge and punifhment thereof is fhortly 
to follow. 



To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 
S I R, 

OU R Nobility and Gentry have run of late, and are 
daily running into fuch excefles in regard to their plea- 
fures and amufements, that it feems high time foroe reftrainc 
(hould be laid upon them, even by law, to keep them from 
ruining themfelves and others. In the mean time they ought 
to be recommended to obferve moderation, and taught rather 
fomething of a more auftcre morality, which I ihall endea- 
vour to do in reflections on what is called uie prefect tafte of 
the age ; and here firft, 

On CARD-PLAYING- 

THE man that knows how, fays St. Evremond, to mingle 
bufinefs and pleafures together, is never poffefled by plcafures; 
he takes them up, and lays them down as it beft fuits him, 
Pleafures indeed, and bufinefs divide the life of man : the 
charms of the one allay the bitternefs, or eafe the fatigues of 
the other. But if pleafures are neceifary, they are very dan- 
gerous. It is therefore of the lait importance to make a pro- 
per choice of them, and to tafte them with moderation, that 
nothing may be facrificed to them, to the prejudice of virtue, 
and the good ofthe community. 

It 
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It is certain that innocent pleafures are the happinefc of 
life, though not one can be l#ng enjoyed without diftafte. It 
is certain alfo, that it is the imagination which is creative of 
all our pleafures, and all our pains, and this is a new reafon 
for amufing ourfelves fometimes. In (hort, all agree that 
pleafures and reputation are two general good things which 
feafon others ; and it is admitted in the fevereft morality y that 
honeft pleafures are not incompatible with real wifdotn. The 
wife and good have even this advantage, that their 'pleafures 
are more durable, becaufe regular j arid their life more calm 
and tranquil, becaufe more innocent. Trouble of mind is 
a fubtle poifon that kills us imperceptibly, when we have not 
beforehand learned to rife fuperior to events \ fo that there 
• cannot be a more infallible remedy than pleafure. J t is even 
a fpecific. 

But how fliall we feek after pleafure, it will be faid, when 
we fuffer ? 'Tis true, pleafure in the height of afRi&ions ap- 
pears to us infipid ; but gradually it weakens the fenfation of 
forrow, it ftupifie6 pain, it diflipates the difagreeable vapours 
that rife from time to time in the mind. Infenfibly we again 
find ourfelves in our wonted fituation, and tranquility upon 
the return reftores us to our whole fenfibility for the inno- 
cent pleafures which vexation made bitter to us. We need 
only then make choice of thefe pleafures, and make a good 
ufe of them. Efpecially we ought to be very careful, that 
what fhould be only pleafure and amufement, might not af- 
fume over us the authority of paffions. This would at, once 
become a deprivation of the heart and mind, and the very 
meafure adopted for recreating the fancy, would be the inftru- 
ment of ourdifhonour and ruin. 

I would thencounfel the ufe of pleafures, but not their ufe 
to intoxication. To prevent this ebriety, and to guard a- 
gainft it, I believe nothing better can be done, than to con- 
sult as much prudence as tafte in the choice of pleafures. If 
this maxim holds good for all pleafures in general, its practice 
is infinitely more ufeful in the ufe of a favourite diverfion, 
called Card -playing. 

We are wanting to ourfelves, when we let flip from us anyone 
of all the refources which pleafures procure us. They are not 
only fit for withdrawing us from the feelings of our troubles, 
or tor the reviving the tafte by the enjoyment of what may 
flatter us : but it is alfo a political concern to us to know how 
to indulge ourfelves in certain amufements. That young gen- 
tleman, and that young lady, who without a paflion, and even 
without a tafte for Cards, play only to introduce themfelves 
into the world, or to cultivate a commerce with it, often hap- 
£ * 3 P cn , 



Digitized by Google 



( 34* * 

pen* to make known in them a merit, which other wife would 
have lain concealed. If this known merit acquires for them 
confiderable favour and powerful friends, they would injure 
themfelves if they had not preferred, through complaifance, 
the pleafurcs they loved lefs to that they loved moft. 

The corruption of the age has made of Card-playing a fort 
of trade and bufinefs j and fome have even reduced it into a 
fort of fyftem, and fomcthing worfe. At leaft, let us grant 
to the flume of our times that we make a wretched commerce 
of it. Be therefore exceeding circumfpeft that it ferye merely 
as matter of amufement to you. If you fuffer it to rife into 
a paifion, it will foon run to madnefs. A gamefter by pro? 
feflion, who expofes to the chance of a die or card the patri- 
mony be has received from his anceftore,who hazards the for r 
tune of his wife, and whatever nature has appropriated toXhe 
benefit of his children, befides being a burden to himfelf, will 
quit the ftage of this life loaded with obloquy and fcandal. You 
will never fee the well-meaning man, the man that is mailer 
of his paffions, facrifice the pleafures of a fine day, and of a 
peaceful night, to the foolifh hopes of a fort of fortune which 
is feldom made, and never made without giving a deep wound 
to honour. Can a rational being dread any thing more than 
to begin by being made a dupe of, and to end by becoming a 
knave? •> 

I am fatisfied that in general one may be a deep player, an 
honeft player, and a noble player ; but this character is as rare 
as that of a profefled player is dangerous. Yet what fhould 
hinder playing for a fmall matter, where neither the hope of 
gain, nor the fear of lofs carpenter; where the chearful mind 
is always of the party, and feeks only to banim care by focial 
jntercourfe. 

It is faid, that a man is not fo well known in other occur* 
jences of life, asover his bottle, and at play. This is not al* 
ways a fure decifive manner, yet I cannot think thit he who 
betrays emotion on meeting with a rebuff, or regrets loft mo - 
ney, is out of play liberal and pacific. Uneaftnefs (hews a 
narrow fpirit, and anger or avarice a meannefs of heart. • It 
one has fujEcient flrength and prefence of mind to hide his 
faults and vices, on fundryoccafions the tart and- covetous 
man will appear by reflection mild and generous ; but if he 
does not fupport this kind of hypocrify in play; if a reverfe. 
of fortune happens to difcover hisr littlenefs and brutality r theq; 
one has a right tp believe of him, that his natural difpofrtion 
is laid open, and his foul unmaiked. We judge more flirely 
of his character by the firft emotion that eicape^ him, than 
by falfe and ftudied virtu*^ and he lofes in a moment whafcbe 
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had Wen long in acquring, by not fhewing bimfelf fueh as he 
was. 

All the horrours one may be a witncfs of, even in moderate 
playing, may foon confirm him in opinion, that it is very dif- 
ficult For a man to retain His integrity intire in deep play. It 
is an immediate occafion for going headlong into all vices, 
The ftock foon fails ; it muft be reinftated, coil what it will. 
At length, ufury and injuftice come in with their affiftance* 
pr friendfhip lends on pledges and mortgages ; the fatal re- 
fource of deep pkyers I And then what can be a more poig- 
nant affliction than to fee a family-eftate loft for ever ; or can 
jtbe Gamefter furvey the fpe&acle, (hocking indeed, with dry 
eyes, and without a heart-ach? 

I cannot make you more fenfible of what I think of gaming, 
tfean by propofing to you the contraft of two forts of fitua- 
tions in refpe&to Card-p|aying. *Enter for a moment thofe 
coffee-houfes in the politer part of the town, and you will fee 
all new comers, young, and of opulent fortunes, prodigioudy 
careffed, their wit and fenfe applauded, and precedents given 
them on moft occafions, pu/pofely to draw them in. There 
fittings are held for whole days and nights, without ftirring. 
Hunger perhaps, and want of deep, are reputed as nothing, 
dejection and ghaftly countenances ftew the image of death $ 
and agitation, complaints, diftorted features, and blafphemies 
make a pidure of hell. This isdrawing after nature a pour* 
■ trait of our deep players. 

Take from thefe fame adore, perfons perhaps otherwife of 
lingular merit, who groan under the yoke they have impofed 
on therafelves ; take from them, I fay, that dangerous goad 
that eggs them on, that delire of gaining, and that fear of Jo- 
fing, the neceflary confequences of a madnefs for gaming ^ 
place them in the mid ft of a fele£t and genteel company, who 
nave learned to ally pleafures with virtue : propofe to them 
perhaps a party at whift to go before an elegant yet frugal 
collation ; then what fentiments and what thoughts ! how 
many pretty things ! The heart and mind matters of them* 
felves, make themfelves makers of pleafures j and they who 
were furies become again men. In both places there is Card- 
playing, but we find a great difparity in the perfons; and 
thence we may be fenfible of the pernicious effe£t$ of too head- 
ftrong a paflion, and thepleafing refourcesof innocent amufe- 
ment. 

Let none be guilty of any trick at playing ; it favours of 
the cheat, and is quite infamous : yet there is a fort of know- 
ledge in play which is admiflible. This fcience which fome 
#upjd people readily take, and which, often efcapes the inge- 
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Biofts, may be called the fpirit of the game ; and it eoitfifts 
principally in attention and practice. 'Tis true that too much 
attention marks fomewhat of too great an attachment, which 
jp*fi be a vice of the mind ; yet a perpetual inattemi&f 
which occafions the playing very ill of a game, which call 
afford no pleafure but when it is played well, is an evident 
proof of a wandering difpofition, or an evaporation of the 
mind. Whatever you do, do it well 1 it is a jufeccand plea- 
fure toyourfelf and others. 

Madam Tumultuoia at Lady Bafto's rout, makes herfelfone 
ef the moftinfipid creatures Jiving. She would fain appear 
the beautiful and young thing, but is neither^ Her whole ta- 
lent lies in fcandal. Incapable of the leaft refle&ion, fee is 
quite tirefome at the card-table ; yet without cards fee would 
not be able to live out the day. Sometimes her diftra&ions 
are (b ftrange at whift, as to a(k every moment, whether fee 
herfclf has played, who has, and what ; and to juftify this 
extravagance, fee fays that attention is only fit for a gambler. 

On the contrary, Sophonilba, who fometimes appears at 
the fame rout, has the prefence of a queen with a thoufand 
external graces j but fee has ftill more virtues than graces, 
all which fee fup ports by the nobleft manner. She is famili* 
arized to pleafures, and loves them, but loves rcafon infinitely 
mote. She is feen with a hand of cards, in the mid ft of a 
numerous and brilliant company, to divide her attention with 
. fomuch juftnefs, as to make all fenfible of her politenefs and 
goodnefs of heart, yet without committing the lead fault at 
piay. Whence I conclude that a man detained for the com-* 
merce of the world, ought to be intelligent in play, without 
loving it too much, and ought to play well the game he {its 
down to, and above all play it nobly. 

Play not too indolently, yet likewife let no troublefome un- 
eafinefs, no filly joy, no debating fear be difcernible in you. 
Take to the middle between too much attachment and inat- 
tention. Strive to make yourfelf fenfible, that if Card-playing 
difeonours thofe who make a feameful commerce of it, if it 
difpays in full light their avarice and brutality, it is notlefs for 
the good man an infallible means to feew without oftentation. 
the integrity of his fentiments, the juftnefs of his mind, the 
politenefs of his manners, and the evennefs of his temper. 
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Tke moji obnoxious part of the MiniftryU Cohitia in the Affafcvf 
tlx Royal Marriage A£t % explained, V • \ 

IN every act properly planned, there is a fperifick perialty 
to be inflicted on thole who tranfgrefs it. Accordingly 
the laft claufe of the act in queftion runs thus : «' And be it 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, that every perfon who (hall 
knowingly and wilfully prcfurae to folemnife, or ffiafl aflift, or 
be prefent at the celebration of any marriage with arty fiich 
descendant, or at his or her making any matrimonial corftfadfc 
without fuch con Cent as aforefaid firft had and obtained, ex- 
cept in the cafe above-mentioned, fhall, being duly convicted 
thereof, incur and fuffer the pains and penalties ordained anrf 
provided by the flatute of provifion and pre-niunire made in 
the i6th year of the reign of Richard the Second." Wheit 
the expediency of this claufe was debated, Mr. Vaughan got 
up, and with great judgment afked the crown lawyers how 
offenders under this act were to be profecuted ? Was it by in- 
formation ? Was it by indictment ? Was it before a jury, or 
before the privy-council, where no jury is admitted ? Mr. 
Thurloe, the attorney-general, arofe with his -ufual folemnity, 
and with an oracular voice, declared that offenders were to be 
profecuted by indictment before a jury. This happened, if f 
miftake not, on Wednefday ; and fo the matter refted. On 
Friday Mr. Vaughan, having examined the ftatute, and en- 
quired into the manner of profecuting under it, called the At- 
torney General, arid the reft of the miniftry, to account, and 
proved very clearly to the Houfe, that, if the words of the 
Royal Marriage Act continued in their prefent form, all of- 
fenders againft that act mud neceflarily be tried and punifhed 
in a fummary manner by the privy council. He conjured the 
Houfe therefore not to fuffcr themfelves to be impofed upon 
by this artifice, nor to let the fubject be deprived of the inefti- 
mable, and indeed unalienable privilege, of being tried by his 
peers; nor to fuffer a ftar-chamber inquifition to be again in- 
ftituted, but to preferve the ancient conftitution inviolate, and 
in this respect to tranfmit it unimpaired to their poftcrity, as 
they had received it. He pleaded in vain. Numbers prevailed. 
Though Thurloe and North had nothing to fay in defence of 
the claufe, and were therefore filent, no alteration or amend- 
ment was made. They would not even enter upon a difcuf- 
fion of the matter j but voted roundly and in the lump for the 
whole. Thus are the people of (this realm rendered by this 
act fubject to the difcretion and defpotifm of the King and his 
council. The frarners of this act knew the poifon that lurked 
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tinder this infidiouSclaufe, and were therefore cautious how they 
explained theirintentions. Hence theobfcure manner in which 
the penalty is intimated to the public. Inftead of explicitly na- 
ming the penalty, they quote an old, unknown and obfoletejaw 
of Richard the Second. Had Mr. Vaughan, whole fagacity 
and fpirit on this occafion were confpicuous, been properly 
fupported^the bill might perhaps have been rejected. But the 
minority are but irregular, undifciplined troops, without any 
leader ; while the majority are trained bands under an expe- 
rienced commander, and, what is more, well and duly paid. 
Veterans will at the long run always defeat raw foldiers. 

* 

Origin of JURIES. 

TIT THEN the Anglo- Saxon* had fettled themfelves in their 
W conquefts, they derived from toil and induftry the 
fubfiflence which they formerly drew from depredation and 
war. An idea of property arofe among them ; and it wasfuc- 
ceeded by a fear of public invafion and of private injuftice. 
They found a bulwark againft the firft, in their valour : they 
obviated the inconveniencies of the fedond by civil regulations. 
Their mode of domeftic policy was, at the beginning, as fim- 
ple as their method of carrying on war. T hey owed their 
fafety at home to their general ideas of natural juftice : and 
their renown abroad more to valour than to their addrefs in 
the field. 

Courts of juftice were prior in their inftitution to legiflative 
afiemblies. Nature has implanted the principles of equity in 
the human mind ; and laws are rather t>e declarations of the 
community againft injuftice, than definitions, which fionfti- 
tute, by explaining the nature of, crimes. Though the An- 
glo-Saxons, in their progrefs towards the fouth, loft the re- 
verence of their anceftors for kings, they retained their prin- 
ciples of internal police and government. Each tribe, as foori 
as it obtained fettlcments, divided its territories into fmalldi- 
ftridts, for the convenience of civil juftice, as well as for the fud- 
den demands of war. The people finding it inconvenient, upon 
every trivial occafion, to convene in a body for determining 
upon controverfies by the plurality of voices, devolved their 
authority upon a judge chofen annually by themfelves.* 

This 



* Judicis, ut et magiftratus omnis, olim penes populum 
ele£Uo erat, confirmatio penes regem. Stiernhook de Jure 
Sueonum et Gothorum vetufto.lib. i. 
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officer, being in his own diftria the repreientativc^ 
the king, who poflcfled the executive power of the ftate, ,waa 
confirmed in his place by the rpjal approbation. The mp<Ie 
of eiediort, which prevailed among the Anglo-Saxons beyond 
the reach of records, was probably the fame with that whist* 
obtained in Scandinavia in lefs diftant. times. When a var 
cancy happened, the people of the diftria were convened by 
the prielr. The vulgar met with the better fort in this coo* 
vention ; and every one prefent had a right to vote. They, 
chofe twelve out of the number prefent ; fix landed proprie- 
tors, and fix of the inferior peafants. Thefe fixed on three 
whom they thought equal to the office ; and the eleaion be- 
ing announced to the king, he feleacd one of the three for 
di (charging the duties of ajudge.f 

When the matter in difpute was clear and obvious, the 
juJge decided without hcfitation ; and his, decifiorvw^s enr 
forced. When the cafe fetmed dubious, he demanded aid fro/tti 
the wifdom of others J ; and the litigating parties || chofe fix. 
perfons, on cither fide, to be his afliftants. Thefe, were ap- 
pointed to enquire into the fad* ; and having determined up- 
on it, by the majority of voices, they delivered it over to the 
judge, who was obliged, without delay, to pafs fentence upon 
the faa fo delivered, according to the ufages of the diftria, 
and the eftablifhed laws of theftate. The different depart*? 
ments and powers of the jury and judge were afcertained with 
precifion, and defined with accuracy. The jury took cognU 
zance of the faa, the judge declared the law : the firft ex- 

Vol. X. Y y 
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: Eliguntur in conciliis et principes, qui jura per pagos vi- 
cofque reddunt. Tacit. Germ. xii. 

f Eleaio autem reftriaa, certo modo et conditione, per- 
aaa. Quoties enim vacabat locus, populus convocatus per 
(acerdotem, ex feipfo duodecim eleaores eligebat, ex equeftri 
ordihe fex et totidem ex plebe, qui tres alios viciflim eljge-^ 
bant quas pares munefi exiftimabant, ex quibus unum rex 
confirmabat. Stiernhook, lib. i. 

\ Ubi res aut confeffione, aut teftibus, aut aliis documen- 
tls non fatis eft manifefta in fubfidium (Judicis) Nembda, 
a majoribus conftituta fult ; quae rem vclfattum quoquo mode* 
cxploratum judici tradere teneretur, ut fine mora fententiam 
Aiper ea re ex jure concejldm ferret. Id. ibid. 

J Nembdam partes litigantes eligebant, pari numero utrin- 
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plained the ftate of the cafe j the latter decided the date of 
the controverfy.§ 

The apparent equity of trials by jury recommended the 
practice To ftrongly to the people, that their interpolation be- 
came neceffary in all legal determinations. The jurors gra- 
dually became members of the court ; and though their deci- 
fions were grateful to their fellow-citizens, their office became 
troublefome to themfelves. When the parties retained the 
right of chufing them, a new jury appeared on every new 
caufe.* AH the members of the community were alternately 
harrafled by attendance $ fome refuted to come, and others de- 
layed to come in time. The practice was too good in itfelf 
to be dropt : and the magiftrate found himfelf obliged to in- 
terfere. The judge, or the king's lieutenant in the diftricl, 
fummoned therefore a dated Jury, from the diviiion of the 
kingdom, over which he prended; and the parties, in (lead of 
chufing twelve, were only permitted to object to a certain 
number.** 

The original office of juries, which the northern nations 
diftinguifhed by the name of Nembda, and other appellations 
exprefliveof their nature,f was only to enquire into the fa£t, 
and, having explained it with great attention, to deliver it over 
CERTAIN to the judge {. They were confidered as the com- 
petent judges of the true (late of the fa&, but they were not 
luppofed to be verfed in the provifions which the antient ufa- 

' ' g« 

§ Circa alia officium judicis, circa alia Nembdae. Nembda 
de fafto cognefcebat, judex de jure. Ilia ftatum caufae, bic {la- 
tum controverfiae decidebat. Stiernhook, lib. i. 

M Nembda vera ab initio, ftata & ordinaria non fuit $ fed 
alia atque alia, non modo in quoUbet judicio fed et qualibet 
in caulk. Id. ibid. 

** SucceiTu autem temporis, cum ejus officium neceffarium 
eflet, coniiquitio, vero pro fingiilis in fingulis caufis gravis 
videretur, de certis & ordinariis cogitari cceptum eft, ne eo- 
rum penuria aut defe£u caufae pro laterentur. Itaque judex 
ipfe vel praefe&us provincial regius, utrinque enim dejure ex- 
tat, Nembdam conftituebat, viros honeftos, domicilii certos. 
Stiernhook, lib. i. 

f Quod depvitati Nembdeman, quod duodecim Twelfman, 
quod integral vitae Gauneman, quod fenes Oldungar, nominat 
fuerunt. Id. ibid. 

t Fadi tantum cognitio, nulla juris didio Nembdae. Id; 
ibid. 

- Officium autem Nembdae non fuit quod hodie cum judice 
judicare et per fuffragio fententiam dicere, fed, quod modo 
dic"him, fa£um tantum exam inare, explicate j udici certum 
tradere. Id. ibid. 
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gcs and the laws of the ftate had made For the relief of the 
injured, arid the punifliment of the guilty. Their jurifdlc- 
tioo, however, encreafed in the northern Europe in the courfe 
of time. They became the judges of law as well as of fad : 
from giving only their opinion to the judge, they rofeto be 
his alienors ; and his power degenerated to fuch a low degree, 
that became at laft the mouth through which they com-* 
rhunicated their decifions to the public (|. 

The mode of proceeding before juries which was pradifed 
in Scandinavia differed from that which has obtained 'in Eng- 
land* The majority of voices determined, on the continent, 
the guilt or. innocence of the culprit. In England, all the 
members of a jury mull agree in the decifion : and either com- 
pleatly abfolve, or thoroughly condemn. The juries o( the 
north delivered their judgments upon the whole of the cafe : 
in this country, they found their verdict, as the word im- 
ports, only upon the fact §. In Scandinavia the fuffrage of 
the majority, as has been already obferved, acquits or con- 
demns : the fuffrage of feven, out of twelve, determines the 
fate of the defendant : — But when the voices are equal, the 
law inclines to mercy, and the culprit is abfolved *. It ap- 
pears clear, upon the whole, that the original power of juries 
did not extend fo far as to judge with the judge f ; but only 
to examine and explain the fatt only 9 and to deliver itover, in 
its true and certain ftate, to the judge, for his decifion, ac- 
cording to ancient ufage and the eftablifhed laws of the 
land %. 
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|| Videntur pro fuo arbitratu ftatuifle, et tarn dejure,quam 
de fa&o. Stiernhook, lib. i. 

De confuetudine verohodie Nembdae ex officio judicis par- 
ticipate confufis enim officiis fimul de fafto et jure cognof- 
cunt et adjudicant tanquam afleflbres, judice tantum prefi* 
dente. Id. ibid. 

§ Fa£U tantum cognitib. Id. ibid. 

* In eo tamen abit jus Anglicum a noflro, quod omnes et 
finguli fimul vel abfolvere debeant vel condemnare, non prae- 
cife quern omnes fed quern majov pars Nembdae abfolverit vel 
condemnarit : itaque feptem fuffragiis reus vincit vel vincitur. 
Si autem paria utrinque fuerint, in meliorem partem inclinat 
jus noftrum, et abfolvi eum quam condemnari humanius ex- 
lftimavit. Stiernhook, lib. u 

+ Non cum judice judicare. Idem, ibid, 
. \ Renique in ft<3um Angti condwnant vel abfolvunt* 
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Tfce fubordination, without which no government can Cub* 
fift, was regulated with precifion and wifdom, by the free na- 
tions of the north. It however obtained lefs between perfons 
than things. In peace, a kind of equality prevailed among 
all 5 though merit, and even necefiity, gave hirth to grada- 
tions of authority in war. It was an eftabliftied maxim, that 
the few fhould y ield to the many : that the courts of the lef- 
fer diftricis fhould poflefs no power of deciiion which could 
not be reverfed by thofe of the greater. A general chain of 
appeal was eftabliftied from the court of the tithing to the 
council of ftate ; where the king prefided in perfon, being 
aclcnpwledged, in the loweft ebb of his pcrfonal power, the 
fountain from which all authority (lowed, 

i *r — " ■ ■ 1 11 1 " 

... • • » 

• » 

The following Letter was inferted in the London Packet of May 
I ; but that not being the Channel through which the celebrated 
Letters 0/ Junius have been ufually conveyed to the Public* fome 
Perfons, notwithjlanding the Elegance of the Style, fufpefted 
this was not the Produftion of that able Writer, 'the Editor of 
that Paper, therefore, inferted the following Jdvertifement : 

« The Publick may be aflurcd, that for ought the Editor 
knows, the Letters figned Junius, in the London Packet, 
came (rom the original Adopter of that Signature. One 
thing, however, he does know, that the Style is by no. 
means inferior to that of the Letters univerfally fathered on 
the real Junius." . , 

To the Printer of the LONDON PACKET, 

. SIR,- • ' ■ 

TTJ'HATEVER my enemies may collect from my filence, I 
\/y am too loyal a fubject to be long regardlefs of the royal 
virtues of my approved good matter. I purpofe (hortly, once 
more, to attempt his entertainment, though my firft eflay in his 
fervice met with fo rudely ungracious a reception. To pay a pro- 
per attention to the accumulated exigencies of government, and 
to maintain, with confiftency, the ridicule of the meafures he 
• has adopted, is furely a ta(k too laborious to be fupported with- 
out intermifiion. His afliduous culture of the ingenuous arts, 
with which , no lifping infant is unacquainted, mult require fre- 
quent relaxation. I would eftcetn it as the fir ft happinets of my 
life, mould my labours ever fucceed, to amufe the liftiefs tedi- 
aufnefs of his vacant hours, or in any degre? ajleyiate the painful 
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repetition of thofe cares, which have already fo effectually fecored 
the affcclions of his grateful fubje&s. The unfafhionable ftile 
of honeft admonition, proved, it feems, too harm for the deli- 
cate texture of his royal ears. Ever confident with the plan 
of loyalty and moderation, which I from the firft profefled, I 
fhall for once attempt, in form more courtly, to prefent him with 
incenfe more agreeable. A tribute fo uncommon, as the approba- 
tion of an independent Engliftiman, may perhaps furprife him : 
yet he may believe me, when I declare, that 1 mould not have 
taken the liberty of introducing his facred name upon this occa- 
fion, were it not to reward his matchlefs penetration in the 
ohoice of his minifters, withthofe praifes, which I feared the re- 
ligious humility of modeft merit might render him unconfeious of 
deferving. 

Many EngliOi princes, before our prefent gracious fovereign, 
had conceived the pious defign of reitaring in fact a doctrine, 
which the folly of our philofophers had exploded ; and reigning 
by divine right the arbitrary, unlimited tyrants that heaven un- 
doubtedly intended them. Yet by the facrilegious obftinacy of 
their rebellious f objects, he had feen them continually obliged, 
either to abandon the unhappy inftrnments of their holy ambi- 
tion, or fall themfelves a facrihee to their fecurity. Thus the 
intention of taking upon himfelf alone the cares of ftate, and free- 
ing the other powers from the heavy load of a vexatious admini- 
ftration, was not more benevolent than it was dangerous. He 
was incapable, however, of being difcouraged, by any difficult 
ties attending the execution of a defign, which he had underta- 
ken upon fo humane a principle. He had feen meafures the moll 
artful carried into execution, by fervants of the greateft refota- 
fion and fidelity, uniformly unfortunate. A new fyftem of po- 
licy therefore, and minifters of unufual qualifications, were ne- 
cefiary, where every infamous fuggeftion of royal cunning, bad 
j>een already nearly exhaufted, without fuccefs. His Majefty has 
adopted, in fact, a courfe of meafures, which fuch a genius 
as himfelf alone, could have efteemed plaufible in theory ; and 
left. us to doubt with humility, whether we ought more to admire 
bis wifdpm in the defign, or his fuccefs in the execution. No 
poflible concurrence of circumftances, could have been conceived 
better calculated, to aflift the accomplifliment of his gracious in* 
tentions* Had hh bofom friends and aftTociates, been lefs infa- 
moufly contemptible, had their political manoeuvres been lefs ' 
glaringly ridiculous, it would have been poflible, that the exift- 
ence of fuch phenomena might have been believed. The people 
would foon have become fcnfible, of the degrading injuries they 
have fuftained, and would have been with difficulty wi/hheld 
front recurring to a precedent, they had fo often praclifed with 
fuccefs.— But when the conduft of adminiltration manifefts fuch 
an incongruous complication of timid arrogance, and petulant 
ftrefotution — When the moil daring attacks upon the liberty of 
|}ie fubjeft* ar? advanced and fupj>ortcd, without (be appearance 
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of a regular defign^When meafures the mM 6p polite are atfripfr 
ed and djfcarded, with a prepofterous rapidity of fucceflion, witi- 




iucfi a hiftory of improbabiHties. The body of tb6 nation partly 
from indolence, and partly from the neccflary avocations of com- 
mercial employment, want either leifure, or refolution, to £tten<f 
this miraculous fyftem thro* its every ludicrous variation. Inca- 
pable of reconciling what they hear, to any f>ol?ibfe theory of 
dehgn, they either conceive at once, that they,mo'ft have been 
misinformed, oY too much defj>ife the men, to fear any evif con- 
fcquence from fuch (hallow machinations*. Traitors thus ttcurt 
a refuge from the vengeance of their injured fellow-citizens, in 
the magnitude and extravagance of their infamy: and by the very 
means, which a lefs penetrating genius than our gracious fove- 
reien would have imagined, mufl have in fu red their dell ruction, 
they are preferved to the continuance of their crimes, and the ruin 
of their country. 

When I remark the happy ir.confiftency, and fuccefsfiit ir&foJ 
luH6n of our refpedtable rulers, I am apprifed of an ufual excep- 
tion, I mean that blubbering, bluftering piece of oratorical ma- 
chinery, whofe ill ftars, in conjunction with the neceffities of 
the Duke of Grafton, have placed him at the head of the treafary. 
I admit his claim to a particular confiderarion. The hrftory of 
ills pre ten fions may afford matter of entertaining fpeculation, to 
thole philbfophers,, who delight in the monftrous productions of 
nature. Nor will companion allow me to tefufe htiri that palnf 
of fortitude and confiftency, which he has fo painfully laboured 
to deferve. Painfully indeed, when the recollection of what he 
had done,, and what he had fofTered, could bring tears into his 
eyes, in fo public a place as the Houfe of Commons. — -There was" 
a time, when the Miniftry began to fear, that they had fucceeded 
farther than they intended, that while they expected but to excite 
the contempt of the people, they had unfortunately roofed their; 
indignation. The political fyftem, their gracious mailer had 
adopted, was never efteemed too defpicable to be maintained 
yet, on the firft appearance of danger, he found himfelf deferted. 
Though their fouls were callous to the fling of infamy, fear, as 
well as every other bafer paffion, bore its part in the compofi- 
. tion of their character. And their examples have at leaift been 6F 
life to inform us, what wonders the fmalleft exertion of refoJution 
may effect. There Hill however remained one villain, whofe in- 
trepid meannefs, was not to be difcouraged by any prefage of 
either peril or diftionour. He rather congratulated himfelf on 
the profpect of fo fair a field, for the difplay of thrift ; bqafteq 
Roman virtues, with which the world was as yet unacquainted. 
He feized the deferted helm — He pledged himfelf to his country K 
that every execrable meafure of his infamous predeceftbrs , mould 
be adhered to with firmnefs and *niformity«erThat eyery griev- 
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ance\and oppreflion, again ft which we bava petitioned and ean*- . 
plained, fhould be continued and increafed, with remorfelefs pcr~ 
feve ranee — He pointed oat with a curious felicity, thefleps bjr. 
which he hoped to root out the very memory of freedom frojJk 
amonglt us, and render the Ri itifh name more infamQufly notori- 
ous, than it had ever been honourably difUnguifhed. And. now,, 
with an effrontery peculiar to himfelf, he folicits our applaud 
of his fteadinefs, and confident refolotion. — Candour indeed muft 
own, that no part of hi;, engagements have remained unfulfilled.— 
That he has ever continued the confirmed invariable villain, h« 
originally profefled himfelf. If he has at any time, appeared 
"have relaxed the tone of his adminiftration, we (hould coofidcr 
the extreme difficulty Of the character he has aflumcd, and allow 
for thofe human wanderings, from which the greateft geniufcj arfc 
not exempted. For my own part, lam incapable of being un- 
candidly fevere, in my ftrictures upon any man. Tallow him all 
the merit he undoubtedly pofTefles, and confider it as the folc eJFect 
of accident, if he has ever defcrted the footfleps of his predeccf- 
fors, or in fpite of his attentive caution, been betrayed into any 
thing l&e the ihadow of a virtue. 

I will venture to affirm, that our liberties have never at anjr 
former period, been invaded with an equal profpect of fuccefs. 
The greateft advantages the tyrants of earlier ages could boaft, 
were but temporary and precarious The heroes that difgrace 
the prefent aera, feem to nave fucceeded in lulling to reft, that 
watchful fpirit of oppofition to illegal meafures, by which alone 
the confiitution has been maintained, and with whofe extinction 
it muft perifh* It would feem too, tha: providence, as ajudg-. 
jnent on our indolent acquiefcence with their infamous deiigns, 
had taken part with Our oppreiTors— Elfe to what hidden caufes 
ih all we refer the uniform fuccefs of meafures, w-hofe intention 
was not more deteftable, than their execution has been ridi- 
culous, while plans of operation, at once the mod judicious, and 
the moll public fpirked, have been attended in every inltance with 
4ifeppointment. The Americans have been ftarved into a dis- 
graceful capitulation. The remonftrances of the Englifji have 
been received, and neglefted with all the cool careleflhefs of refo- 
lute difdain. The firft fervant of the people has dared to defpife 
their petitions, and by a contemptuous difavowal of all intention 
of redreifing their grievances, tacitly called upon them to aright 
themfelves. Yet carelefs at once of the future, and forgetful of 
the paft, the repetition of injuftice has ferved bat to increafe their 
fubmifllon. And while every oppreffion that excited their com- 
plaints, remains aggravated with the moil pofitive denial of t 
redrefs, they act as if they had miftaken the effect for the caufe, ' 
and con fidered thefe very complaints as their only grievance. Up- 
on what principle lhall we account for this ftrange defertion of 
their deareft interefts?— I pretend not, for my own part, t,o the 
fpirit of political divination, nor will the plain light of common 
fenfe fuffice to inform me, from what caufes effects fo miraculous 
have arifeo, that fcnglifhmen, with the memory of a glorious revo- 
lution 
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lotion in their minds, (hoold tamely acquie/ce in in fult added fo 
injuitice, and blef* their opprefTors, that they are fufFered to eat 
the bread of infamy in peace. 

It would feem, that familiarity had foftened the features of 
flavery, and that on a nearer approach, her ufual horrors had 
ceafed to attend her. The Miniftry at length proceed in their career 
without even the appearance of an opposition. Thofe whofe infl- 
ation has made it their duty to inform the people of every en- 
croachment on their liberties, aft as if they had deferted the caufe 
of freedom in defpair. The body of the nation are happy, that 
they hear no longer of grievances and apprehenfions— Of grievan- 
ces continued with every inful ting aggravation, and apprehenfions 
reduced at length to a fatal certainty. Like heedlefs mari- 
ners, they glide fecure o'er the deceitful furface, ignorant or 
regardlefs of the ruin that lurks beneath. They perfuade them- 
felves that all moft be fafe, where all is quiet, and fear no danger 
where they meet with no difturbance. Villains in the mean time, 
cfcape the vengeance they deferve, and their crimes fteal into a 
precedent, that ftrikes at the vitals of the conftitution. A few 
years bid fair to deftroy the work of ages ; at once the noble ft 
monument of the valour of our ancellors, and the fevereft re- 
proach on their degenerate defendants. The enemies of their 
country, fee their execrable undertakings ripen beyond their 
hopes, and ftartle with aitonilhnaent, that the abfurdity of the 
execution, has not fjruftrated their villainous defigns.— When were 
the bell concerted fyitems of policy fo fortunate? When was the 
wifdom of former adminiftrations, equally fuccefsful with the 
folly of the prefent ? The annals of this reign will be an in- 
cxhaufttble fubject of ridiculous panegyric. Future hiftorians will 
celebrate the Georgian age, when every vice, and every folly, 
arrived at maturity under the aufpices of a pious prince, (hone 
with more than meridian fplendour. Future commentators, 
puzzled with the contradictions of his character, will be fo one- 
times obliged to own, that the ways of the great are infcrutable. 
— Himfelf a profeffed admirer of the liberal arts — what are we 
to think of the literati of his court? Let his own harangues 
fpeak their excellence ; their greateft enemies can defire no com- 
pi eater inftance. Fraught with the moft giacious intentions in 
favour of his people — to whom has he delegated the power, he 
received for their welfare ? The characters of his minifters 
are too notorious to require an explanation ; nor is it in the 
power of words, to convey an adequate idea of their qualifications, 
I own that his choice has proved his accurate acquaintance with 
human nature. He has lhown that he thoroughly knew, what 
men, of all his fubjects, were the leaft able to govern, aod the 
readieft to opprefs. We have heard much of his private virtues 

whence did thcfeipraifes originate ? who have conveyed them 

to the people? Fox, Rigby, Grafton, Ellis! — Such men alone 
have been his intimates; fuch alone could be acquainted witr* 
the arcana of his character ; and of thefe the moft diftinguifhed for 
every villainy, and every raeannefs, that could fender human 

nature 
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natorp. contcmptible, and dctelted, have been ever rewarded with 
the firffc place, in his confidence, and friendship. A diilinclion 
has long been made between the friends of the king, and men of 
common fcnfe, and common honefty. Such keep aloof from t^e 
contaminating connexion. They know that the ro;aJ, favour, 
forgotten in this reign to be an honour, has at length become a 
preemptive index, to fomething very villainous, or very defpi- 
cable. , 

With concern I perceive a new field opened to my labours, at a 
time when 1 expelled their continuance would have been unnc- 
ce/Tary. Vainly hoping that with Englifhmen it would have 
been fufficicnt, to enumerate what they have fuffered, I l.ttle 
thought I fhould ever be called upon to point out what they ought 
to do. Remonjl ranee and complaint, are not the only weapons to be em- 
ployed again/} injujlice. To a certain degree refpeft is due from 
every individual, to the tuft fervants of the community. But 
when every intention of redreffing our grievances is folemnly 
difavowed ; when the fame men are continued in office, and the 
fame meafures invariably purfued, which have already brought 
this nation to the brink of ruin, every diftinttion of rank, muft 
fuhmit to the general fafety of the itate ; and villainies muft 
be moll Urenuoufly expofed, where they may be productive 
of the moll fatal confequences. The complexion of the times 
demands, that every friend of freedom mould take a decifive 
part in the Service of his country. r Po explain the nature of our 
fituation and obligations, and to mark out the path thatreafon, 
heaven, and the examples of our anceftors have commanded ua,to 
follow, {hall in future be the talk of Junius. Dear alike to the calls 
of private intereft, and the fear of danger, I mail take but little 
pains to conciliate the^ regard of thofe, from whom at once fpring 
affluence and opprelfion. Determined in ray future conduit, I 
here throw away the fcabbard, and fcorn the hopes of reconcili- 
ation, where by. doing my duty, I offend beyond the poffibility 
of forgivenefs. I mail not fear to make .the enemies of my 
country entirely mine, and,I elleem it as the firlt of honours, that 
1 am thoroughly odious to thofe, to whom villainy is the only 
recommendation.— I know the danger of offending men, who 
find no difficulty in pardoning the ufiuffins themfelves have 
hired. Yet I (hall not murmur at my fate, mould my fall be of 
fervice to the caufe of freedom, and 1 expeft from the gratitude 
of my countrymen, that I mall not peiiih unlamentcd and alone, 

JUNIUS. 



The fubftance of Lord North's Speech at the opening of the Budget, 

on Saturday, May 2. 

S I R, 

FROM this detail of the various provifions made for the 
fervice af the current year, and of the different fources 
Vol. X. Z z of 
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of revenue, it appears that the whole fupply amounts to fix 
millions three hundred and twenty feven thou fa nd pounds, and 
that there remains in the finking fund a furplusofone million 
and eight hundred thoufand pounds. Tnis being the ftate of 
the cafe, the que ft ion is, how this money is to be applied ? 
And here the diminution of the public debt will naturally oc- 
cur to every man, as a proper object of our attention. But 
what plan are we to purfue ? Shall we apply it to the extinc- 
tion of our oldeft or neweft debts, of the greateft or leaft fums ; 
orihall we make an equal diviGon of it among them all ? — 
The laft fcheme is evidently ridiculous ; becauie the dividend 
would amountbuttoameretrifle^andthediftributionof it would 
be attended with infurmounta.ble difficulties. Our funds not 
being, like thofe of France, compofed of actions, or certain 
equal fums, are not adapted to fuch an operation. In order 
to make them more marketable, and that every one might buy 
or fell as much, or as little as he pleafed, the legiflature plan- 
ned them upon a different fcale ; and therefore we cannot 
eafily avail ourfclves of fuch a project, had we in our hands 
even a fum that would operate with fome effect. Nor will 
there be much equity in applying the whole fum to the ex- 
tinction of our oldeft debts, becaufe in them fome of the laieft 
purchafers are concer ned ; and it is clear that the neweft 
funds have no claim of preference on any account. What 
then remains but to pay off with it a part of the greateft or 
leaft fums ? Upon the former it would have little or no effect, 
the three per cents confolidated amounting almoft to 40 mil- 
lions : and therefore the fame objection lies againft this fcheme 
asagainft that of dividing it equally among all the public cre- 
ditors. Upon the latter it certainly would have a confiderabie 
effect, and indeed upon all the other (locks : for it would fink 
the price of the other flocks, and raife the price of thofe, to 
the diminution of which it might be applied. This gentlemen 
will fee is an infuperable objection againft ever appropriating 
money to the extinction of any pa ticular fund. Nor is this 
all the disadvantage of beginning to pay off our leaft debts. 
The principal of the national creditors will thus fee that they 
are never likely to be payed j or that, if thev are, the day is 
£0 diftant, as almoft to have the fame effect as an abfolute 
xefufal of payment. What effect fuch an apprehepfion 
would produce, I need not explain. The Committee fees that 
It would prove very injurious, if, not ruinous, to the great 
body of ftockholders. What then, you wiill fay, is the equal 
and impartial plan that you propofe, in lieu of all thofe that 
you have thus rejected ? Having found that my former plan 
for reducing the national debt did not anfwer my expecta- 
tions ; 
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tions : and that the Bank docs not feem very defirous of being 
payed the million borrowed of them upon thecreditof exche- 
quer bills, and which indeed we are liable topay upon demand. 
Finding, I fay this, and confidering the lownefs of the inte- 
reft payable upon thefe bills, I propofe that it be refolved to 
be the opinion of this committee,That any perfon or perfons, 
bodies politic or corporate, poflefled of, interefted in, or inrit- 
led unto, any annuities, being pait of the capital or joint flock 
of 3I. percent, annuities, confolidated by feveral acts of par- 
liament of the 25th, 28th, 29th, 32d, and 33d years of the 
reign of George the fecond, and feveral fubfequent a&s,which 
were made payable and transferable at the Bank of England ; 
or of the annuities confolidated by the acts of the 25th of 
George the fecond, and 5th of George the third, called re- 
duced annuities, alfo payable and transferable there j or of 
certain 3I. per cent, annuities, which are payable and tranf- 
lerrable at the South Sea Houfe, called Old South Sea An- 
nuities and new South Sea Annuities $ or of 3I. per cent, 
annuities, payable, in refpec"l of 2,ioo,oool. granted by 
an act of the 24th year of the reign of George the fecond, 
for the fervice of the year 1751 ; who, on or before the 15th 
of this inflant May, and before the fum fubferibed (hall a- 
mount to 1,500,0001. (hall fubferibe their names, orfignify 
their confent to accept, in lieu of their intereft in any pare 
of the faid principal or capital {lock (landing in their names, 
and in full fatisfaction and difcharge thereof, the fum of 90L 
in money for every iool. and in that proportion for any great- 
er or lefler fum or fums, compofing one or more entire fum or 
fums of iool. 50I. or 25I. of fuch principal or capital ftock, 
one moiety thereof to be paid on or before the 1 5th day of 
July next, and the other moiety on or before the 28th day of 
October next, together with the intereft due on the whole ca- 
pital flock, fo fubferibed to the 5th day of July next, dall, 
for every iool. principal or capital dock, as aforefaid, fo fub- 
feribed, be intitled to receive four tickets, in a lottery, to con- 
fiil of 60,000 tickets, at the rate of 12U 10s. each (and in 
that proportion for any greater or lefs fum) the faid tickets to 
be paid for in manner following ; that is to fay, that every 
perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, fo fubferjbing, 
or Signifying his, her, or their confent as aforefaid, (hall, on " 
or before the 15th day of this inflant May, make a depofit of 
il. in refpect of the money to be paid for each ticket, as a 
fecurity for making the future payments, to the cafhiers ef 
the Bank of England, on or before the times hereinafter li- 
mited ; that is to fay, for and in refpect of every fuch ticket, 
aJ. on or before the 19th day of June next j 3I. "on or before 
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the 2ld of July next ; 3I. on or before the 21ft of Auguft 
next ; and 3I. 10s. on or before the 2d day of O&ober next: 
That, upon fuch payments being completed, tickets (hall 
be delivered, as foon as the fame can be prepared, to the per- 
fons intitled thereto : That the fum of 6co,ocol. fhall be dif- 
tributed into prizes, for the benefit of the proprietors of the 
fortunate tickets in the faid lottery, which prizes fhall be paid 
at the Bank of England, in money, to fuch proprietors, upon 
demand, on the hrft day of March 1773, or as foon after as 
certificates can be prepared, without any deduction whatfoever; 
and that all the monies to be received by the faid cafliiers 
Dull be paid into the receipt of his Majefty's exchequer, to 
be applied, from time to time, to fuch fervices as fhall then 
have been voted by this houfe in this feffion cf parliament ; 
and every perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, fo 
poflefled of, interefted irJ, or intitled to, any of the faid annu- 
ities, and fo iubferibing as aforefaid, fhall have a certificate 
from the faid cafliiers of the governor and company of the 
Bank of England, of the amount of the principal or capital 
flock by them refpeSively fubferibed, and of all fuch fum or 
Turns of money as he, fhe, or they, (hall be entitled 
to receive, in confideration of fuch their fubfeription, and in 
lieu and difcharge of his, h#r, or their capital ftock, fo fubferi- 
bed ; and the holders or bearers of fuch certificates fhall be 
paid, a; the Bank of England, the feveral Aims of money ex- 
prefied in fuch certificates, together with intereft after the 
rate of 3I. percent, per ann. on the capital ftock fo fubferi- 
bed, in the manner, and at the times herein before defcribed : 
That, upon payment of fuch fum or fums of money, with 
, fuc-h ititcreft, the whole of the principal or capital ftock fb 
fubferibed fhail ftand difebarged, and be annihilated ; and the 
annuity payable in refpect thereof, fhall, from the faid 5th 
day of July, 1772, ceafe'and beextinguifhed.* 

Thefchcme being thus laid open, I think it incumbent up- 
on myfelf tofhew it is the moft equitable and beneficial, that 
in our pre fen t circumftances cau be invented, both to the 
ftockholder and to the public. That it is the moft equitable 
to the ftockholder is manifci!: ; becaufe none is indulged with 
any preference ; the matter being left wholly to his own op- 
tion, and to the operation of caufes, which admit of little cal- 
culation 



* The books were opened on Monday morning at the Bank 
at eleven o'clock. The whole was fubferibed before one.— 
The crowd was fo great, that many people were obliged to 
mount up a ladder to get into the room. 
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culation or human controul. That it is more beneficial to 
the ftockholder, will appear from considering that it is intend- 
ed not for a fingle effort, but as the firft of continued exertions 
of the fame kind and extent to throw off the burden of our 
debts, and to refund to the proprietors of flock their capital* 
The public debts being thus put into a regular courfe of 
payment, the flocks wiil naturally rife, and gradually prove 
more and more advantageous to the proprietor, till they at 
Jaft rife perhaps to par ; for there was a time when they 
were at par. Look back twenty-five years, and you will 
find that it is only fince that period that they fold for 
lefs than their original value. I am forry that they are 
now fo low, and that it is not in cur power to apply a more 
effectual remedy. But, though we cannot effect fo great a 
change as Mr. Pelham, yet let us attempt what our finances 
will bear. It is but what we owe to our country and to our* 
felves. At prefent there is the faireft profpeft of the conti- 
nuance of peace that I have known in my time. Suppofe it 
then to continue for ten years : a fuppofition by no means ex- 
travagant. Peace has already fubfifted for nine years; and, 
if we except the flurry of 17 15, and the quarrel with Spain, 
which hardly deferve to be confidered as wars, we fhall find . 
that peace lafled fince the memory of man, twenty- feven 
years. Hence the hvpothefis of a ten years peace is by no 
means chimerical . The pacific difpofuions of the French 
King, who regulates the motions of our great rival an4 an- 
tJffonifK are well known. What then hinders us from che- 
iifhinii this hone ? I know I fhall be laughed at tor forming: 
any calculation upon fo precarious an event. Let it, however, 
be remembered that I aflert nothing as a certainty. I might as 
well pretend to command the tides and winds as the pa (lions of 
men. I only aflert that at prefent there is the faireft profpedi of 
peacethat lever knew. Let us then fuppofc that peace will laft 
ten years more. What will be the confequence to this nation, 
if we continue to pay off annually one million and a half, or 
the fame fum that this lottery, and twelve hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds taken now out of the finking fund, will 
produce f Upon calculation I find, that feventeen millions 
will be in that time discharged. Nor will this be the only 
advantage. The diminution of the annual intereft payable 
upon the national debt arifing from this manoeuvre in the 
finances will raife the income in the finking fund fo as, in 
conjunction with the ordinary taxes upon land, malt, and fo 
on, to make our annual revenue amount to feven millions. 
Now fuppofe us to be at the end of this period dragged into a 
war. What fum is it likely to coft us ? Not fuch enormous 
fumsas when we flood fingle again:! France and Spain, and 
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at the fame time protected two fovereigns. If we embark 
no farther in expence than we did in the wars preceding the 
laft, our yearly difburfements will, as I find by computation, 
be at an average about feven millions. Thus then (hall we be 
in the fpace often years, in a condition, without any condi- 
tional taxes, to undertake fuch wars as preceeded the laft. 
And let it be remembered that, though our fucceiTes were not 
fo brilliant, though we did not gain fo many glorious victo- 
ries, nor made fuch extenfive conquers, nor concluded fuch 
an advantageous peace, yet we fat down without any lofs. 
What prevents us from adopting a fimilar plan of policy and 
ceconomy upon a future emergency ? We do not ftand in need 
of any conqucfts. Our dominions are at leaft as extenfive as 
we could wiih ; and their improvement, not their extenfion, 
Ihould be our chief aim. Thus we fee, what I believe no 
body expected at the conclufion of the laft war, fome, tho' no 
very certain, profpect of gradually reducing the national debt, 
aftep which will neceiTerily raife our credit and-authority in 
Europe, and terrify our enemies into pacihck meafures. r or 
it is not only an armed force, not only great armies and great 
naval forces that will deter our rivals from violence, but the 
capacity of railing thefe bulwarks when occafion calls. And 
the laticr method is furely preferable to the former, which 
' generally tempts one party or other to commit acts of hofU- 
lity. Such is the plan of defence which ought in my opinion 
to be adopted by a great rninifter, who has not fo much to 
dread from foreign enemies as from domeftic foes, from the 
violence of faction and the clamour of difcontent. If he has 
not tbefirmnefs and fteadinefs of mind to defpife fuch impo- 
tent efforts, if he cannot forego the empty applaufe of the 
prefent moment for the folid praife that will be bellowed upon 
him, when prejudice wears off, and calm reflection fucceeds 
to pafiion, he has no claim to the title of a great minifter. 
Thus have I proved this plan to be the moil juft to the 
ftockholder, and the mod beneficial to the ftockholder and 
the publick. Such objections as occur to me, before they 
are made, I will endtavour to remove; fuch as do not occur 
to me I muft necefiarily poftpone till i hear them. It will be 
alked why this lottery is made more advantageous to fubferib- 
crs than the laft, why they arc allowed a profit that will in 
all probability amount to four or five or fix per cent ? I an- 
fwer that the profit upon the tickets is very cafual and un- 
certain; but that this lottery was framed upon a liberal plan, 
that being the firft trial of a great fcheme it might come into 
the world with fome eclat and with a name that might con- 
tribute to its fuccefa. I lhall therefore not be difpleafed if 
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the fufefcribers gain four or five per cent, or even more. Th<* 
difficulty of difpofing of tickets when the profits are final 1, 
is known to every man converfant in this bufinefs. For the 
fame reafon the fums to be fubferibed may amount to ten thou- 
fand pounds, that the great men in the city may think it 
worth their while to be concerned. Hence, though the fub- 
fcription is open, and as equal as poffible, there will be left 
fome room for imputation. Some gentlemen may have more 
gracious afpeds, may be more alert, or even have more bo- 
dily ftrength than others. Any or all of thefe caulcs may 
operate to their advantage ; and if they happen to be the 
friends of the miniftry, fufpicions will arife. People will 
infmuate that they were fecretly favoured. Such mifrepre- 
fentations all miniftries are liable to ; and the prefent ought 
not to repine that they are not exempted from the common 
lot of humanity. Whatever public precautions for making 
the fubfeription open could be thought of have been taken r" 
Matters have been fo ordered that the books may be opened 
on Monday, and there will be but one day to buy tickets of*, 
fpeculation. 



Subjance of Mr. Dowdefwell's Speech. 
Mr. Speaker, 

I am not difpleafed to find that the noble Lord has dropt 
the plan of finance, which he adopted fome years ago; be- 
caufe I was originally convinced from the reafon and nature 
of things, and I am now aftured by experience, that it was 
not the moft eligible. The reduction of fo fmall a Aim, 
from four to three per cent, was but a pitiful experiment upon 
a commodity, which mould not have been touched but in 
the grofs ; becaufe the purchafe of it thus in the detail 
warned the public creditors to keep up the price, fo that the 
minifter's (kill in the finances raifed the value of the four per 
cents, which it is the bufinefs of government to buy, and 
funk the value of the three per cents, which it ought to fell. 
This doctrine was fufficiently explained to the minifler at 
the proper time, but I do not blame him for want of fa- 
gacity in rejecting it as I now praife him for not obflinately 
perfimng in this as in other ruinous meafures, in order to 
evince to the admiring nation the firmnefs and fteadinefs of 
his character. 

But, though I thus do juflice to him in one particular, let 
it not be imagined that I approve of his prefent plan. In my 
opinion, the payment of the million due upon demand to the 
Bank* would have been the proper application of this year'* 
furplus. For the payment of the three per cents, you may 
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Cake your own time; but, when called upon by the Bank, 
you muft find the money, except you chufe to violate parlia- 
mentary faith. What opportunity then fo proper as the pre- 
fent, when money lays, in fome mcafure, idle in your 
hands ? Upon hearing that the iBank had ceafed to difcount 
bills, I concluded that this ftep would be taken ; becaufe I 
could fee no grounds for fo extraordinary a mcafure in that 
corporation, but a wjant cf money, or capital. Knowing, as 
1 do, the vaft utility of credit in trade, knowing that the 
Bank itfelf was inftttuted upon this principle, and that it 
gains confiderably by the difcount of bil<s, I had no other 
way but this fuppofition to account for the phenomenon. 
Was it not then natural in me to expect that, though the 
Bank fhould acl contrary to the intcreiis cf trade, the mini- 
fter, that watchful Palinurus who (leers the heim, would 
have adopted this fcheme, in order to force them to adl as the 
public good feemed to require? That bills upon houfes,wht;fe 
credit falls not much fhort of that of the Bank itfelf, feemed 
to me quite abfurd, almoft as abfurd as if thefe houfes had 
refofed Bank bills. Certainly they may do it upon the fame 
grounds, and with aim oft as good a grace. See then what 
ditlrefs this would occafion in a country, which has accom- 
modated itfelf to the mod extenfive crcuit! Was not this an 
object mjre worthy of the noble Lord's attention than this 
drop which he has taken from the ocean of the public debts? 
Nor does he, as he imagines, pay off thefc fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of our debts. He only purchafes fo 
much of the ftockholders, if they chufe to accept his bar- 
gain. Payment fuppofes a tender of the full fum due, of a 
hundred for a hundred. Here we have a kind of compromise 
with the public creditors ; but not fuch a compromife as the 
itate of the funds and of the nation required. In the firfl 
place it is unequal to the ftockholders; becaufe the proprie- 
tors of different ftocks, whofe values at market now differ by 
two per cent, are to have the fame fum for every hundred. 
Ought not the minifter to have attended to this circumftance, 
and to have hit upon fome expedient, that would have put 
all parties upon a par ? 

In the fecor.d place he has been as carclefs of theintereft of 
the nation as of that of the ftockholders. By this lottery 
the public gains upon 150,00c!. whereas in former lotteries, 
when there was not fo fair a profpeel of peace, if we may 
believe the minifter, it gained two hundred thoufand pounds. 
Is this the lucrative and beneficial fcheme that it is rcpre- 
fentcd r Hai he in thefe peaceful, thefe halcyon days, made 
a more profitable bargain than was made in any former pe- 
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riod, ,he would have done but his duty. But perhaps, not- 
withftanding the flattering appearance of an open fubfcrip* 
tion, there are fome friends, fome favourites to be ferved* 
It is worthy of obfervation that the terms of the fubfcriptiort 
are fuch as will put it in the power of 15D men, or lefs, to 
engrofs the whole. I fay lefs ; for may not the fame indivi- 
dual fubfcribe in the name of another perfon t Such collufion 
' is not, I believe, eafily prevented in thefe tran factions ; and 
particularly in this, where the profufion of the M milter throws 
out fo tempting a bait to avarice. Were not the noble Lord 
jenfible that this new plan of finance would not bear fcrutiny, 
would he have fupported it upon fofandy a foundation as the 
pofllble continuance of a ten years peace? The French 
Xing is of a pacifkk difpofiticn, and thereby we (hall, 
have a ten years peace. ^Has the noble Lord then en- 
fared his life for ten years ? Who will anfwer for fo uncer* 
tain an event ? Suppofe he mould live that time, yet is noc 
peace abfolutely certain. Pacifick as he is, he Was lately 
Very near being dragged into a war by his Minifter, and the 
fact is, that he has been in the fpace of lefs than thirty ye^ars 
engaged in two bloodyand ex pen five wars. May not the King 
bf Spain, who is of a more active and warlike frame of mind, 
and who entertains an inveterate hatred againft this nation, 
Itrike the blow, and will the family compact force him to fol- 
low the other's example ? Let it even be granted that thefe 
£pprehenfions are groundlefs, yet it will not follow that at 
the end of ten years we (hall have faved fevehteen millions, 
and added feven hundred thouland pounds a year to our reve- 
nues. For I obferve, that it is the maxim of adminiftration 
to encreafeour expence according to the encreafe of our in- 
come. Will the Minifter in the courfe of ten years, talk of 
ho neweftablifliment, no payment of civil lift arrears? I do 
not aftert that this will be the cafe 5 I only fugged the pof- 
fibility of it. Befides, who will take upon him to fay that the 
revenue may not decreafe ? According to the noble Lord, it has 
actually deereafed this year ; or, at leaft the money expected 
has not come into the treafury. But Where is the wonder,when 
fuch little care is taken in the appointment of proper col- 
lectors ? Sir W. Yonge* who was, if he is not now, a Lord of 
the Admiralty, is a proprietor* purchafer, and commiffioner in 
the newly ceded iltands. I do not mean to impeach the cha- 
racter of this gentleman ; but I think it is not in human 
riature to dojuttice in fo many capacities. One comes with 
his bag of gold, another comes with his baz of diamonds, and 
ftefh and bluod cannot withftand them, The Minifter, there- 
fore, needs n.>t be furprized, that the expected fums have not 
come into the treafury. If the reft of the commiflioners be 
on the fame footing, the failure was unavoidable. 
Vol. X. A a a But 
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But why would* this carelcfsnefs in adminiftration give any 
concern to us, who have allowed them to grant, without any 
examination, fuch large fums for American extraordtnaries. 
In that department there is no check, no controul upon ad-» 
miniftration, and thofe whom they may chufe to appoint. We 
nave never feen any eftimate of the prabable expence; not a 
fcrip of paper has been laid before us, in order to enable us to 
form fome idea of the fums proper to be granted for that fer- 
vice. How are we to account for the embarraffed ftate in 
which thefe matters are left ? Is it uncharitable to fufpecl that 
this confufion is intentional, that it may be the more difficult 
for parliament to detect any malverfation, any extravagance or 
peculation ? 

The fame fpecies of reafoning is applicable to the navy, of* 
whofe (late we have heard fuch wonders. Laft year you voted 
forty thoufand feamen. Thirty thoufand only were raifed. 
But has the money intended for their maintenance been hoard* 
ed up, and brought to the account of favings ? By no means, 
Sir, the whole has been fpent. The grofs fum of five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, which you voted for a particular pur- 
pofe, has not been applied according to your exprefs orders* 
but heen diverted to another fervice. Is this difcretionary 
power in the admiralty to be tolerated ? Is it to be allowed to 
expend fuch an immenfe fum as two millions, for that is the 
fum voted laft year for the lea fervice, as it pleafes ; and th?n 
to fend us in only a general account ot its difburfement, with- 
out producing a fmgle fcrip of paper, a fingle voucher, to 
(how how, or when, or where it was laid out ? I am amazed 
that the miniftry (hould have attempted to ilurover fo capital 
a point. Single as I am in this opinion, and, late as it is in 
the feffion, I cannot help entering my proteft againft this me- 
thod of difpofing of the public money. In another feffion I 
fhall certainly move for an enquiry into this dangerous prac- 
tice, and try a divifion upon an ^economical queftion. If 
Lord Sandwich is to have the arbitrary difpofal of fuch a pro- 
digious fum, well may he boaft of having put the fleet in ex- 
cellent condition. But no thanks are due to him, but to your 
bounty. It has been lately the cuftom to extol Lord Sand- 
wich, and to depreciate Sir E. Hawkc and Admiral Saunders. 
But when had they five hundred thoufand pounds extraordi- 
nary to fport with ? Want of money, not want of (kill or vi- 
gilance, lcept the fleet, while they directed the Admiralty, in 
fo weak a ftate. The noble Lord has given us a piclure of a 
gteat Minifter. Let me be indulged with liberty to throw 
out my ideas on the fame fubjecL In my opinion a great mi- 
nifter docs not ftxow his firmneis fo much in defpifing the cla- 
mours 
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mours of his fellow* citizens, as the threats of his country's 
enemies. A great Minifter will not fuffer his Majefty's do- 
minions to be feized, nor the Britifh flag to be infuhed with 
impunity. He will not fee the nation put by an enemy to an 
enormous expence in warlike preparations, and require no in- 
demnification. He will have a head to plan, and a heart to 
execute, meafurcs of his own, and not be the mere inft.ru- 
rnent of another. He will not one day give orders for a naval 
armament, and in rive days, a fpaceof time too (hort for re- 
ceiving a more favourable anfwer from the continent, coun- 
termand thofe orders. The fleet I allude to was intended, 
as is evident from its being to' rendezvous in the Downs, a- . 
gainft fome northern power. Could any frefh difpatches have 
arrived from any Northern Court in five days ? What then 
was the object of this fleet ? Can any one tell us ? After 
fuch a recent and unaccountable fluctuation of counfels, does 
not the Minifter talk with a peculiar grace of manlinefs, ftea- 
dineis, and firmnefs, and other Roman virtues? 

Mr. Jenkinfon laid that the difference of one or two per- 
cent, in the price of fome of the flocks, was a matter of little 
confequence ; that to-morrow there might be no difference, as 
the price of flock wa^fo very fluctuating ; that at any rate it 
was jmpofftble to invent a fcheme that would be entirely un- 
exceptionable and equal to all parties j that an approximation 
to an equality was all that could be expected ; that Mr. Dow- 
defwell wasmiftaken in fuppofing that government had gained 
two hundred thoufand pounds by lotteries of the fame kind 1 
that it had gained only 180 ; that the magnitude of the pre- 
fent plan, and the advantages arifing from its fuccefs, called 
for a little liberality in the public ; that when he heard of the 
Bank's forbearing to difcount bills, he entertained the fame 
opinion as Mr. Dowdefwell ; that the noble Lord being of the 
fame opinion, had afked the Bank, whether they wanted to 
have the million in queftion payed ; that they declined the 
ofter ; that he thence concluded the Bank had not difconti- 
nued the difcounting of bills for want of cafh : that he be- 
lieved their motive in this meafure was to prevent tbei expor- 
tation of our coin by Jews, who by this iniquitous traffick 
made a (hilling upon every guinea, and received bills of ex* 
change in return 5 that, as this was the real ftate of the cafe, 
the fcheme now offered by the noble Lord was the only fen- 
fible way of fervino; the public that remained ; that as to the 
American extraordlnaries, orders had been given for fending 
in fuch papers as would enable the treafury to form an cfti- 
nxate; that from fome caufe or other,which he did not know, 
thvfe papers were npt yet complete ; that he hoped they would 
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in another year be complete, and that then the houfe flioulcj 
have the fatisfatfion required : that, with refpeft to what had 
been faid of the navy, he would be filent, and allow thofe, 
whofe province it was, to explain that matter ; that the fa-J 
vours which he had received irom rhe Minifter left his tedC 
mony to his integrity and uprightnefs but little weight, bu^ 
that, as far as his word would go, he muft upon the princi- 
ples of gratitude and juftice, free him from all imputations of 
feifiQinefs or negligence in the management of publick af- 

Mr. Hervey faid, that the money granted by parliament was^ 
properly laid out by the Admiralty ; that he meant to have 
that day produced to the Houfe the papers which gave an ac- 
count of its expenditure ; but that in the multiplicity of o4 
ther papers they had been miflaid ; but that he would endea- 
vour to bring them on the following day ; that he knew of no, 
orders given to fit out a hoftile armament ; that, for ought hej 
knew, the fleet in queftion was no more than what he hoped 
we fliould for the future fee every year, a fleet ordered to ren- 
4ezvous for the purpofe of going through the naval evolution* 
and of forcing every man concerned to keep our (hips in gooo\ 
repair, and of proving to the nation, and to all the world, 
that our grand and natural bulwark is in the beft Hate of de- 
fence. 

Mr. Cornewa|l faid, that he entirely agreed with Mr. Dow, « 
dehvell in what he had faid with regard to the navy; that % 
though fo nearly connected with the lea fervice, he yet coulcf 
not help entering his proteft againft allowing the Admiralty 
a difcretionary power of applying fuch an immenfe fum of 
money in what manner they pleated ; that he congratulated 
the noble Lord upon his relinquishing the plan of clofe lotte- 
ries; that the only lill of fubferibers ever (nown to the Houfe 
was the moft difgraccful to the Miniiter that could be ima- 
gined ; and that he hoped for the fake of his own character 
the noble J^ord would never more plan a clofe loitery ; that 
while fuch tranfa£tions flared parliament in the face, it was 
in vain that his friends and dependents vouched for his difin- 
tereftednefs and generofity. 

Lord North replied, that in his opinion Mr. Jenkinfon had 
fatisfactorily anfwered Mr. DowdefwelTs objections to the 
lottery ; that however fevere that honourable gentleman's 
reflections might be upon him, he would not repine while 
tjiey tended to the public good ; that, as to the money arifing^ 
fr^mJhe (ale of lands in tne conquered iflands,, he could ''not 
explain the reafon of its not reaching to the Treafury, bu£ 
the^aft was, that it bad not yet reached it ; that he under- 
r 0 u m ftoo4 
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flood the gentleman who fuperintended that bufinefs was on* 
his paffagc home, and that he doubted not he would fatisfac- 
torily explain the myftery; that, with refpect to Sir W>> 
Yonge's pollbfling fo many places, the prefent Minifters were 
not peculiarly blameable j that no complaint had been pre- 
ferred againit him ; that he acted, and with fat is faction, in 
the fame capacity, during two former adminiftrations^in one 
<>f which Mr. Dowdefwell bore a capital part j that the ho- 
nourable gentleman had his leave to represent him as a bull or 
bear, or lame duck in the Alley, if hepleafed ; that there were 
good grounds for ordering out a fleet, and gcod grounds for 
countermanding it; that every thing was obtained, which- 
could be obtained by a fleet ; that, except he was command- 
ed by the Houfe, he could not think it proper to difclofe fo de- 
licate an affair 5 that time would difcover it, and fully juftify 
the conduct of adminiftration ; that Mr. Dowdefwell accufed 
him unreafonably of having no plan of his own, as it was c- 
nough if he approved of another's fcheme to make him adopt 
it ; that to come into the houfe, and fay, " This is my plan, 
I framed it, and you muft embrace it," would be fuch arro- 
gance and prefumption as the Commons of Great-Britain 
would never endure 5 that he never meant to apply to himfelf 
the character of a great Minifter which he had given ; that it 
flowed naturally from the reft of his difcourfe ; that any man 
in the Houfe, and particularly Mr. Dowdefwell, would exe- 
cute better than himfelf a truft, which, however, he endea- 
voured to difcharge faithfully, and ably as far as his talents 
would go. 

TJ)e Subjiance of Mr. Burke's Speech. 
Sir Charles Whitworth, I do not tile fo much to difcufs 
the new plan of finance propofed by the minifter as to offer 
rny fentiments upon certain uncpnftitutional doctrines, which 
he has advanced. The right honourable gentleman, who 
jfpoke fecond in the debate, begs to know the reafon of the 
contradictory orders lately iffued from the Admiralty; for, 
notwithftandiog the pretended ignorance of an honourable 
jjentlemanj who fits at that board, fuch orders, I find, were 
actually iflued. The noble Lord does not deny that we have 
a right to enquire into this, as well as into all other matters, 
that affect the commonwealth. But how would he have us 
inftitute this inquiry ? What plan does he chalk out to ena- 
ble us to come at the proper data, at the facts, upon which 
our decifion muft depend ? Why he refers us to time. Time 
is the fole oracle to whom we muft a^pply for the folution of 
& our doubts and difficulties. From jfc minifter no infor- 
. v> m. ,. 1 <~ » mation 
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aistion is to be expecled. Thcfc fecrets, as t03 facred to be 
trailed to our profane keeping, he preferves locked up in hi* 
cwa breaft. How long is it fince we became thus unworthy 
of having whatever arfefred the honour and dignity of the 
nation communicated to us? There was a time when mini- 
fiers thougkt themfelves bound to account to this aflembly 
for their couducl ; but it is now no more. If we call upon> 
tboie who are in refponfible offices for any necefTary informa- 
tion* they defire us to go and confult time. The ancient 
parliamentary mode was to apply to the Treafury, to the 
Admiralty, or dire&ly to the Sovereign; but now we muft 
turn our eyes to time. A very ufeful invention this to admi- 
mftrarion ; for it will render any enquiry into their conduct 
very difficult, if not impoflible.— Sir, I am not furprifed tq 
find the houfe fo very dilbederly j for the matter under confi- 
deration is of fo very little confequence, that it does not de- 
fence their attention. The publick entertain the fame opU 
Dion ; for you fee the galleries are like to break down with 
the weight of ft rangers, as you are pleafed to call the people 
of England. How well this circumftance proves the exift- 
ence of that fympathy, which ought ever to fubfift between 
the electors and the elecled ! But where is the womer? 
The difcuffion of a plan of finance new in its kind, and ex- 
r*nfive in its effects: a plan, upon which the miniftcr mean* 
to build the falvation of this country, is to them an object 
neither of curiofity nor of interefh They treat it, as if it 
afFt&ed their confiituents as little as themfelves. But why 
do I talk of confrituents ? They have been long out of the 
queftion. — Sir, I proteft, this a mere parliamentary farce, and 
you a& a great part in this farce. I fee I fhall be called tQ 
order. Be it fo. I will do my duty, and fpeak my fentU 
mems without referve, I repeat it, this is but a grand parlia- 
mentary farce. The minifter comes down in frate, attended 
with his creatures of all denominations, beads clean and un- 
clean; for the Treafury, as it has been managed of late, has 
been worfe than Noah's ark. With fuch, however, as they 
are, he comes down, opens his budget, and edifies us all witn 
l»is fpeech. Well ; he fits down. What is the confequence ? 
One half of the houfe goes away. A gentleman on the op- 
pofite fide gets up and harangues on the ftatc of the nation ; 
and, in order to keep matters even, another half retires at 
the clofe of his fpeech, A third gentleman follows their 
example, and rids the houfe of another \\'dV-?-( loud laugh 
through the houfe)— Sir, I take the blunder to myfelf, and exr 
prefs my fatisfadtion at having faid any thing that can put the 
houfe in good humour. Whether the houfe be emptied^by 
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pnehalf, two halves, or three halves, the public is equally 
deferred. While gentlemen wilt not only not attend their 
duty in parliament, but difturb and confound thofe wha 
would preferve at leaft <ibme (how of conference, how can I 
help calling this a parliamentary farce ? Sir, it is an egregious 
farce, and the nation fees and feels it. But What care they ? 
They are firm and fteady, and defpife the clamours of fac- 
tion. Sir, when did you hear of an odious rrriniftry that <!i<£ 
not call the clamours of the people the clamours of fac- 
tion? I am not furprifed at their firmnefs and fteadinefs; I 
mean their firmnefs and fteadinefs in keeping their places. 
Who that is deftitute of confeience and that laughs at the 
murmurs of his fellow-fubje&s, would not in this houfc, 
furrounded by a complaifant majority within doors, and de- 
fended by forty thoufand meh without doors; who, I fay, 
thus difpofed, would not (how as much firmnefs and fteadi- 
nefs as our intrepid minifters ? But have they difcovered the 
fame firmnefs in negociating with our enemies ? that is the 
queftion. There is not a Jifping infant that will not anfwer 
in the negative. , 

Having faid thus much, let me join my honourable friend 
on the floor in protelting againft this new and dangerous 
mode, which has been lately adopted of diverting fums ap- 
propriated by parliament to particular purpofes from the fpe- 
cified fervices. If this- practice be allowed, I do not fee for 
what purpofe we aflembte here, and aflume the name of the 
people's reprefentatives. Give but a difcretionary power of 
this fort to any man, and he will render it impoflible for .you 
ever to know the detail or every fervice, or to detect him in 
any fraud or peculation. Far be it from mc to charge Lord 
Sandwich with any thing of this nature. No, Sir ; fuch an 
attempt would be vain : The public knows him to be a 
man of pure hands and hallowed heart ; in fhort, an Ifraelite 
indeed. An attack therefore upon his character would be as 
ridiculous as impotent ; it would be only biting a file. 

And now, Sir, indulge me with leave to fay a few words 
upon the fubjedt of military cftablifliments. 

The practice of keeping on foot large (landing armies in 
time of peace, though not abfolutely modern, (for we read of 
fuch an inftitution in ancient times) is new to the extent it is 
now carried in Europe. Charles the V. was perhaps the firft 
great Monarch that fet the example. Lewis the XIV. trod, 
in his fteps. But what was the confequence of their mighty 
efforts ? In time of peace they exhaufted that ftrength which- 
they (hould have referved for war, Thofe young and vigorous' 
men, whom they kept in idlenefs, fhould have by their in- 
l dufiry 
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du(try and labour added to the wealth and population 6T tfifc 
ftate. ilence, when they entered upon real a&ion, they found 
thetnfelves deftitute of the finews of war, of wealth, of pfovi- 
fions and money, and of recruits of men, without which ve- 
terans foon moulder away, and convinced them of the (hort- 
fightednefs of their politicks 5 while their adverfaries, though 
a little embarrafled at firft, improved daily, and went on from 
ltrength to ftrength, till at laft they proved fuperior. It is 1 
therefore with regret that I fee our military and naval efta- 
blifbments conftantly upon the increafe. At the end of every 
war it gains fomething. Eight thoufand men conftituted our 
ffending army at the clofe of King William's wars. It gra- 
dually rofe from that number to fixteen thoufand; and now it 
Hands at five and twenty thoufand. The Iriflj army was aug- 
mented in the fame manner from twelve thoufand nominally 
to fifteen thoufand ; and yet I will venture to fay that Ire- 
land is not better protected nor fecured in any (hape than it 
was before the augmentation. Upon the fame plan our fea- 
rnen are augmented. In (hort, all ourexpences of every kind 
are conftantly rifing not only according to the prices of things' 
(a misfortune which will necefiarily attend the increafe of 
fpecie) but alfo according to the lapfe of time. Every year* 
adds fomething new to our difourfements. What will be the' 
confequence of this profufion ? In vain do our revenues en- 
creafe— a fuppofition indeed which does not feem juftrfied by 
this year's accounts, if we thus eat our corn in the blade, and 
fpend our ftrength upon the empty air : if we thus draw our 
fwords before the day of battle comes, and exhauft upon the 
parade what (hould be referved for the field, we (hall certainly 
find qurfelves in thefituation of Lewis the XIV. who with art 
army of three hundred thoufand veterans, found himfelf at 
laft unable to cope with this nation, who had entered the field 
with lefs than ten thoufand men. It muft be confefTed, that 
at firft we are in fome confulion, or as the noble Lord ele- 
gantly calls it, in a flurry. But we foon recover. We are 
naturally warlike, and in a (hort time learn ta£ticks. Pof- 
feffed of wealth, poflefled of people, poflefleJ in fliort of all the 
finews of war, we everyday gain upon the enemy, and his fpi- 
rits link 4s ours rife. This being evidently the ftate of the 
cafe, what can we mean by imitating thofe two {rates of Ger- 
many, who are gradually wafting one another's ftrength by an 
armed peace, and who are every day ruining their fubjecls tor 
the (how of an army, which in time will moulder away, and 
leave a dreadful wafts behind ? France has difcovered the bad 
policy of keeping up a large army* and has therefore begun a 
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plan of redu&ion. While (he is retrenching, ought we to 
add r Let us return to our old policy, by which we grew great 
and glorious, and truft to our own native bravery, and the 
ftrength of our infular fituation for our defence. Formerly 
our militia was nothing. Now it is added to our annual ex- 
pence. When it was eftablifhed, cught not the regulars to 
have been proportionably reduced ? But the Minifter will fay 
what could be done? When France fent an armament to any 
part of the world, were we not forced to fend out an arma- 
ment of obfervation ? If they fent a fleet to Mauritius, did 
not prudence require that we mould fend out a fleet to watch 
their motions ? By no means. If you follow this plan, you 
teach France and Spain the true method of ruining you. The 
moft prudential method of proceeding in thofe cafes is this.— * 
You have ambafladors at foreign courts, and if they be vigi- 
lant, they may give you intelligence of all the motions of. 
your rivals. Without their knowledge they can fend out nei- 
ther fleet nor army. As foon therefore as you learn that they, 
have taken any ftep that indicates hoftility, demand an ex- 
planation, a categorical anfwer with refpedt to the deftination 
of the armament ; and let them know that they (hall anfwer 
in Europe for any hoftile meafure they take in Afia or Ame- 
rica ; that you will not be purfuing them from place to place, 
,but ftrike a decifive blow where it is moft convenient j that 
inftead of keeping a fleet in the Eaft or Weft Indies, you will 
feize their merchant- men, burn their harbours, and deftroy 
their men of war. This is the true way of dealing with 
France or Spain. The law of nations has eftablifiied it as a 
maxim, and to the obfervance of it at the beginning of the 
lafl war the king of Pruffta owes that great and glorious figure 
which he now cuts in Europe. Would it be unworthy of our 
Miniftry to imitate fo great a politician ? 

Mr. Burke alfoobfervsd, that he was very well fatisfied that 
the practice, as now managed, was not only new, but unconftitu- 
tional ; that, till now, it was never heard that the Admiralty* 
inftead of giving a minute detail of the application of fo large 
a fum as five hundred thoufand pounds, laid out according to 
its own difcretion, told the houfe in general that it was ex- 
pended upon the navy, that fome regulation in fo eftential a 
point, was, for the future, abfolutely necettary. 

Conftantine Phipps faid, that the merit of Lord Sandwich 
confifted in having infifted upon being the fole director of the 
navy, and refufing to undertake that department, if he was 
not, allowed more ample powers than his predeceftbrs ; in 
ihort, if he was not to be his own mafter, but the deputy 
Voi.X. Bbb of 
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of another roan. If this {late of the cafe was true, his cdn- 
d*&, he fatd, was certainly meritorioiis. 

Mr. T. Townfbend faid, that many members bad mifcn- 
derftood what was faia by Mr. Dowdefwell, with regard to 
the navy; that he did not accufe any man of malverfation, 
but Wanted the Houfe for notinfifting upon a minute and cir- 
comftantial detail of the expenditure of the money laid out upon 
the navy ; that he was convinced the troops we had llationed 
in the Weft Indies anfwered no good purpofe ; that the Weft 
India iflands muft be piotecled by our (hipping, not by our 
fbldiery ; that European fold iers found that country only a 
grave ; that by accident he had feen a regiment returned from 
their two years fervice in that part of the world, and that they 
were reduced to TeVenty men ; that their Tuccefibrs in the fame 
period of time would be equally reduced ; that for thefe rea forts 
nothing was more impolitic than to keep upfo large an army, 
which in cafe of neceffity muft prove ineffectual, as it Was 
Tnetely nominal ; as it fwallowed up as much pay as if it was 
complete, and was incapable of any real fervice. 

Lord North faid that he agreed with Mr. Burke in the gene- 
ral principles which he laid down, and that no man laid them 
down in a more agreeable and convincing manner; but that ge- ; 
' neral principles were not afways applicable to particular cafes ; 
that the armament in the Eaft Indies was fent out as a fleet of ' 
obfervation to prevent any de'figns of the French in that quar- 
ter ; that France had a confiderable" force (rationed at the 
Mauritius ; that that force was obvioufly intended agairift our 
dominions in India; that felf prcfervation called for preven- 
tive meafures on our fides ; that the Miniftry would have been 
blamed, andjuftly blamed, if they had not taken this ftep $ 
that, when our rival withdrew her forces, ours would natu- 
rally follow; that, in confequence, our navy would be lef- 
fened by fix (hips ; that, when this event actually took £dace, 
he was of opinion that we fhould return to our old eftablifh- 
ment of fix teen thoufand men ; that he woulJ join'iflue with 
any man in making any reduction that was conjfiftent with the 
general fafety ; that the reflections caft upon the difburfemerit 
of the money appropriated to the fervice of the navy, were ill 
founded ; that the Admiralty was hot, by the'grant, confined 
to fuch narrow limits as were uiual in other cafes; that, how- 
ever^ thofe who fat at that board were anfwerable for anyrnif- 
application of the money allotted for the fetf-fervice ; that 'he 
was perfuaded it had been on this occafion properly a ppJtfcd • 
and that it was at any time in the powe* 1 of She Moufe to be 
convinced of it, 

. . : 
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SIR, 

T Attended when the Budget was opened at a certain place* 
J5_ T.as is ths important day of every feffjop, when the Mi- 
mfter attempts to give to parliament a ftate of the national 
accounts, and propofes his plan for applying the furplus of 
the Sinking Fund. The Pvjiniiter upon the prefent occafion 
irated the accounts, I doubt not with fuificient accuracy ; but , 
lam foiiy to fay that the refujt { o£ the whole affords a very me- 
lancholy profpeyt to this country. , 

I remember to have been prefent three years ago, when the, 
fame Minifltr opened his budget j at that time there was,, a 
furplus of one million and a half 'out of the finking funa appli- 
cable to the payment of our en^nnous debt, and he explained 
to us in a clear mauner now tha^Jurplus would increafe, fo 
as to afford two millions at leaft ye«w4*t, to be applied tp the 
fame purpofe. 1'hc preparations for a war with Spain pre- 
vented our pay ing off any debt laft year, the whole furplus of ' 
the finking fund, together with one (hilling in the pound ad- 
f ditional land-tax, having been applied for the fervices of the 
year, and now when we come back to a year of peace, in 
place of one millkn and a half out of the finking fund to be ap- 
.. plied to our debt, we find that we cannot afford more than a- 
l?out 9co,oooi. It is true that the total fum applicable to the 
payment of debt this year, as Hated by the Miniiter, amounts 
to i,2OO,0O0l. but in this is included, ift, a faving of near 
200,pool. upon the fum voted laftyear, on the profpeci of war, 
for the army : and 2dly, a furplus out of the finking fund of, 
the preceding year, anting from this, that in dating the ways 
and means 1 ait year, the finking fund was taken for lefs than 
it was expected to yield, and has actually yielded. Thefe two 
fums, with fome other temporary favings, make up the 
1 ,20o,ocol. applicable to the payment of debts this year y and 
fey the help of a lottery, and the paying off the 3 per cent, at 
$0 per cent, inftead of 100 per cent, it has happened that the 
diminution to be made of the debt this year will amount to a 
miluan and a half. , 

Upon the t{a^e of the accounts the Minifter told us, that by 
purfongthe. fame plan, and fuppofing a ten years peace, we 
iboujd be able, to pay off about feventeen millions, two ruin- 
ed eo^t ho u fan J pound.s, during the next ten years; and that 
• our .revenue by that time, exclufive of the intereft of cur debts, 
would amountto about fix millions yearly, becaufe it would be 
increafe4 by means of the intereft of the debt paid off, and by 
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the redudiqp which about that time will of itfelf take place 
upon the interelt^of the 4 per cents, and 3 i-half per cepss.r- 
' Out of thefe fix millions the expences of the year for the navy, 
^arrny, ordinance, militia, and other fervices, being dedu&edi 
tfcere would remain a confiderable furplus fop annually extin- 
guishing our debts, or iji cafe Jf a war, for anfwejing our ex- 
traordinary expences without any new tax j for he told us, 
and yery truly, that during the war which begun in 1739, and 
ended in 1749, the total fupplies, at an average, did not ex- 
ceed fix millions per ann. 

Such was the flattering account given of our fituation by 
the Minifter on this annual day of minifterial triumph ; but 
however pleafing it maybe to view matters in a flattering 
light, I cannot however permit the public opinion to be mi fled 
with regard to our real iituation ; nor the minds of men to 
he fo dazzled and impoftd upon, as to make them overlook 
the blow which has been lately ftruck to the vitals of this coun- 
try, and to the national credit, by this Minifter and his affb- 
ciates. When I fay this, I am not his enemy, nor dp I un- 
derrate that degree of merit which he certainly pcfleffes. I 
do allow that he is a man of fair character, poflefled of confi- 
derable talents > but of more plaufibility, and incapable, I dare 
fay, of any thing glaringly difhonourable, orgrofsly interest- 
ed : that he fufFers himfelf to be made ufe of as a tool, is but 
too apparent ; and I abfolutely deny that he poflefles the ta - 
lents of a great Minifter, which comprehend, in my mind, a 
great deal more than a rcadinefs at the fnip-fnap and dull re- 
partee of the Houfe of Commons. I would afk if the line he 
has taken in the great affairs of the Eaft India Company be- 
fpeak the talents of a man even of middling capacity? and 
what (hall I fay of his total ignorance, or total inattention to 
the interefts of trade, and his averfion to undertake anv thinsr 
however neceuary for the public, which is likely to require 
either trouble or exertion ? But without entering into minute 
particulars, I muft beg leave to call the attention of the pub- 
lic to his conduct with regard to one of the mofi interefting 
objects in the affairs of this country.— I mean the payment of 
our public debts. 

Jt is well known that Sir Robert Walpole firft eftablifh- 
edthe finking fund, which had the appearance of a very pub- 
lic* fpirited meafure ; but wife men forefaw, even at that time, 
the improper ufe to which it would probably be applied. The 
plan of the finking fund was to levy more money yearly upon 
the people, than was neceflary for anfwering the current fer-* 
vice, and the ihtereft of debts, and to apply that furplus to 
^ir.iini/h the capital of the debts. The fund fet apart for this 
* i - . ....... ♦ , purpofe 



Digitized by Google 



( 373 ) 

pufpdfe has gradually i'ncreafed, and is dill likely to increafe % 
but as' early as the year 1732, the fyftem was broke thrb%and 
applied toother public fervices: the encroachments thus begun 
have been continued, and have been at I aft carried to fuch a 
height, that it now plainly appears^ that this plan, fo wifely- 
meant, has been attended with the worft confequences: for 
not only has- the Confidence in this fund induced the nation to 
launch out into the moft enormous and unjuftifiable expences 
during the laft war, but it has alfo been the real fource of that 
amazing increafe of our peace eftablifliment, which threatens 
deftruction to the liberties of this country, as well as to every 
branch of our national credit. 

People in general are not informed, that th& eftablifliment 
of this country, or in other words, the annual expence of our 
navy, army, and other fervices, during the peace that fucceed- 
ed the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, was much the fame as it had 
been during the preceding peace j but the eftablifliment which 
took place immediately after the conclufion of the laft peace, 
exceeded the expence of the former peace eftablifliments in 
near a million *nd an half ; and as a great part of this fell up- 
on the finking fund, the credit of all our ftocks funk, and 
have never fince revived : whereas after the preceding warall 
our funds continued above par, which enabled Mr. Pelham to 
make that great reduction of the intcreft of the national debt, 
which did him fo much honour. The great articles of this ad- 
ditional expence arife, ift, From the keeping up near double 
the number of regiments, and of officers. 2dly, From the army 
kept in North America, when a fmall force properly arranged 
would have anfwered every ufeful purpofe. 3<ily, From the 
increafe of the navy, and various other charges. The ten- 
dency, and I dare fay the intention ofevery one of thefe addi- 
tional charges was to increafe the power of the crown, and 
to obtain an uncontroulable influence in bothHoufes of Par- 
liament. The additional number of officers plainly and di- 
rectly tended to this. The American army afforded a pre- 
tence for various contracts, which are now actually enjoyed 
by Members of Parliament ; and if the plan of taxing Ame- 
rica had taken effect, an infinite number of new offices would 
have fprung up to be enjoyed by Members of either Houfe, 
and executed by deputy. The increafe of the navy, and the 
arrangement of the guard-lhips, contributed alfo to the fame 
end. 

All thefe confequences may be juftly afcribed to our poftef- 
iibn of a finking fund, for no Minifter would have dared to 
propofc neiy taxes to fupport fuch a fyftem of extravagance. 

* If 

*»••■'••• * " ' 
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If thrfe meaty re* were bad, what (ball we. think, of the : ftfoj$e.. 
flr^uck at the national credit by \he prefent Minifierr Th£ 
public will hardly believe that the late difpute with the Courc ; 
of Spainhas afforded a pretence for inqre^fing ou,r enormous .an- 



this arrangement as. much debt in one day as by.his own ac- 
count of the matter he w\\\ be able to pay off in ten years^ 
fuppofm^, what is highly improbable, that peace ftipuld con-* 
tinue fo Ion";. By this lar^e addition to the peace elrablifb- 
ment our annual expences now exceed the eftablifliments du- 
ring the two former periods of peace in no lefs a f u m than two 
millions yearly. 

The finking fund now produces about two millions feven 
hundred thouland pounds yearly \ every farthing of which 
ought, in juftice to the publ c creditors, to be applied to extin- 
guith the debts ; but it appears that out of this far*e produce 
n6 more can this year be applied to the payment of debt than 
about nine hundred thoufand pounds • the re& being eat up 
by ourincieafed annual expences. No wonder that our ftoc)c$ 
continue under par, when by an abfurd and unneceffary in- 
creafe of our expences the fund appropriated for extingui&ing 
our debts is profufely lavifhed, and when we make a. parade 
of paying off a million and a h df this year, while at the fame 
moment we in efrec~r. contract a debt of feventeen millions. 

The good character or good difpofition of the prefent Mi- 
nifter are of no confequence to the public, it nee he adopts 
and fupports n.cafures which are fo evidently dcftruclive.-r- 
Few people believe that thefe meafares are his, but he is 
equally anfwetable for them as if they were his own. * Tt is 
plain that either he, or thofe who direct him, have adopted 
the abftird idea, that a great andexpenfive peace eftablimment 
is neccfTaryfor this country, although the experience of France 
has ihewn the deftrucT: ive tendency of fuch maxims. Every 
bqdy knows that the peace eftablifiiment of France has done 
more to ruin that great country than all the wars in which the 
has been engaged ; and that (he now begins to reduce her ex- 
pences when we, by a ftrange fatality are hurrying on to in- 
creafe ours. This idea of keeping up a conftant great -force 
is a common and vulgar prejudice, but unworthy to be adopt- 
ed by i great ftatefman. It flatters indeed the vanity of a 
prince* and is cpnilantly pracYifeo* indefpotic monarchies. We 
fee upon the continent at this hour two great ftates endea- 
vouring to Vie with each other in time of peace in the num- 
ber of the troops, and the greatnefs of their military eftablifli- 
inents, ftruggling, as was well expreifed by a great fpeaker, to 
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oat-ftank each other in time of peace. But in a government 
Hke ours, it tends diredly to defpotifm, which will draw after 
it,' with other meadful confequences, a further increafe of un-' 
neceflary expehces, new taxes; decline of Prade, ruin bfpublic 
tfltedit, Vuftice adminiiiered by fucceffive LoVd Mansndds, uhir 
verfal dejection andjfervility, and no chance of any change of 
mifery, but the invafiori arid cohqueft of a' foreign enemy. 

I cannot conclude without doing juftice to two perfons, 
who in the courfe of the debate which fucceeded the opening 
of the Budget, difcovered great knbwledge of our national af- 
fairs, and veryjufl id^as concerning the erroneous lyrrem 
which has been of late addpte'd. The perfon 5 I refer 'to are 
Mr. Dowdefwell and Mr. Burke ; the firft of whom explained 
in a much clearer manner than.I have done the fhamcful in- 
creafe of our expencc, and the depredations which have been 
' made on the finking fund. The other expofed, with the great- 
eft perfpicuity and eloquence, the abfurdity of fuppofing that 
our fafety againft a time of war depends upon exhauiliug our 
. refources in time of peace. Many other gentlemen threw 
great lights upon the fubjeft ; and I will venture to fay that 
no day of a Budget ever afforded lefs matter of triumph to a 
Mimfter of this country. 

' • . . A. Z % : 

1 — — - " ■ ■ ■« 

To the PRINTER. 

S I R, • 

lirHEN the Minifter's fpeech was publifhed, I made 
VV thofe animadverfions which the fubject itfelf fuggeft- 
cd. The merit Lord North affumed to himlelf when he open- 
ed the Budget* I plainly demonftrated was built upon fo weak 
a foundation, that the rational part of mankind could never 
join' in the minifteriai plaudit. 

According to the prefent fyftem of flnance,we are, it feems, 
at the expiration of ten years, to have faved feventeen millions^ 
befides an addition of jrjen hundred thou/and pounds a year ad- 
ded to our revenues. This calculation is founded upon the 
whitrmcal fuppofition of the continuance of peace fo* that 
term of years. If therefore, from the face of things at prefent, 
peace is not likely to continue fo long, the Miniiier's fchenac 
ialjs inevitably to the ground. 

Mr. Dowdfweli mots at the Family Covipatt, and with great 
propriety urges that in proof of a fpeedy commencement of a 
war. I grant, from the conditions contained in that agreement, 
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the parties mud and will avail themselves of die firft oppor- 
tunity, which may enable them to throw oft the majk, and 
attack Great-Britain with fuccefs. But I will go farther. T 
affirm, that in cafe Such inftrument as the Family Compact 
had never exifled, it ftill would have been the interejl of both 
the F.ench and Spaniards to commence hoftilities, whenever 
their finances were recruited, and their armament was upon a 
refpe&able footing. 

The French nav* large pofTeflions in America ; they have 
many Settlements in the Eajl Indies ; they have a ihare in the 
Newfoundland Fijhery. Now thefe are either National Emolu- 
ments, or they are not ; if they are, is it not extremely natural 
that theyftiould aim at increofmg what muft contribute to ag- 
grandize the Houfe of Bombon f Who th it is in the leaft 
degree acquainted with the policy of nations, but what muft 
accede to this propofition, that two powerfulyct raw/ftates, 
whofe views, whofe plans and objedt are in a manner the 
fame, will for ever be at variance ? The moft pacifick fhte, to 
fuch nations, is only a (hort fufpenfion of hoJiiUties. Apply 
therefore this reaSoning in all its variety of combined circum- 
ftances, to England, France, and Spain. Take into conside- 
ration America and the Eaft Indies : view but with a recYi-,. 
tude of judgment the interefts of our enemies, and to every 
man of lenfe it will be evident, that the commencement of the 
millenium is full as likely to happen to-morrow, as that which 
the Minifter calls peace, (htould continue for the Space of ten 
years. 

But granting even in the fate of probability > that pezcejhould 
continue, the calculation made by the Minifter is in many re- 
fpe&s erroneous ; how is it certain that we (hall have (aved 
feventeeen millions? Who can Sorefee that no emergencies 
may happen which will enhance our expences ? Who can 
tell what unexpected demands may be made upon the trea- 
fury ? Is Lord North endowed with Second fight? Hath he 
learnt that quality Srom the group 0 f Highlanders with whom 
he converfes ? Or can his bofom friend, Tom Bradfhaw, 
read the ftars ? r^pwever, the Minifter forgets, that the time 
is haftening, when dcttccurs upon douceurs will be wanting to 
keep him and his colleagues in office. The general election 
is a certain event, who can calculate with any exa&nefs what 
fume the gredy hirelings may require ? Defections from the 
minifterial ftandard are no uncommon things, and it will re- 
quire all the ceconomy of the King, and dextrous nranage- 
ment of the Minijier, to fecurc a majority in the enfuing par- 
liamcnt,without emptying the trcafury* 

But 
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But we can eafily difcern Lord North's meaning, when 
he talks of faying feventeen millions; he means it as a pror 
clamation to keep his party in fpims, and the language of 
that part of his fpeech mould run thus : u This is to 
give notice to all Gentlemen who now are, or hereafter , 
hope to be* in office* that / FREDERIC LORD 
NORTH intend to conduct matters fo advantageouffy, that * 
fuch perfons as intend at the next general election to difpofe 
of themfelves, fouls and bodies, together with their wills and 
opinions, (hall be amply rewarded in proportion to the facri- 
fices they (hall make, for which purpofe I am determined that 
no infult from any foreign power, prince, or potentate, mall be 
retaliated, but that this nation (hail bear all things, and endure all 
things, to remain in peace, inorderto give me -an opportunity of 
faving feventeen millions for the purpofe of obliging my frierids f 
and of this they may reft affured, and aft accordingly. 

By his Majefty's command, 

NORTH. 

A WHIG. 

■I- » i * J - — ■ ■ - 

T 7 the Public, and to the Subfcribers at the Chapter CofFee-Hoiife 
to reduce the Price of Provifion in particular i 

Gentlemen* . 

YOUR laudable zeal in the attempt to mitigate tHe dif- 
trefles of the people, reflects the higheft honour on you^ 
and commands the plaudit of a generous tribute to God and 
ihan for the blefling of affluence. The merit is compleatj by the) 
judicious intimations in you jadvcrtifement, that the opinion 
of every perfon will be well received by you : a circumftahce 
requifite at this time, when the Houfe of Commons, in whorrt 
the redrefs of this grievance properly centers, are totally in- 
attentive to it. Supported by the old maxim, that ct among 
the multitude there is wifdom/' and prompted by a hearty 
defire to promote the tranquility and profperityof this coun- 
try, I am led to tender my mite towards fo falutary a work, al* 
though confcious that the difficulties attending the adoption 
of language and plan to make it worthy of practical notice, arc 
fo many, as almoft to exclude the moft diftant hope that It will 
anfwer any other end, than to direc^the fentiments of others 
on this important fubject to different cor. fideraf ions. My 
taik fhall be at prefent chiefly in endeavouring to prove, that 
the high price of provifions hath its rife, progrefs, and fup- 
port from the lafcivious confumption, weaknefs of the people, * 
and police of the metropolis ; from whence it will be evi- 
dent, by removing thofe caufes fo much of the effect ceafes, 
Vol* ,X* C c c and 
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and fofar its fure deftru&ion attends theexercife of humanity 
and prudence in this great magnet of the nation, whofe riches 
uncontroulcd are in profufe circulation, and have brought us 
.to the brink of beholding the kingdom involved in a fcene of 
deflructiori, by extending avarice, oppreGion, and famine.— 
The country being colonies folely dependant on the capi- 
tal, fenced on all fides by nature with reftraints, the inhabi- 
tants are obliged (through thenecculty of exiftence) to com* 
ply with all reafonable mandates from this their great mart ; 
from, whence it is plain, if the hand of cards is well played 
here, the leading game is your own, and they cannot play 
a trick but what you grant them. 

To the misfortune of mankind, the mailer hand is now 
ftrolling about the country, revelling in a few diforderly 
h mds. Blefled will be the man who brings it bacltby the pre- 
fent and fucceeding generations. To canvafs this matter a 
little further ; what would the manufacturers do without the 
metropolis ? What would the farmer's increafe be to him 
without the confumption of both I How could the farmer be 
enabled to pay double rent, were it not for the folly of the 
metropolis purchafing his increafe at double the value it hath 
yielded for ages pad ? How could the land-owner receive, 01 
expect to receive that double rent he impofes> (on the half of 
which his predeccflbrs lived ufefully and contented) if he did 
not truft to the inattention and luxurious folly of the metro- 
polis, which he fees to be wholly inattentive to the fupport 
of the general plan on which a trading nation can exift ; and 
fordidly obferving that the farmer's cunning over-reaches all 
policy, and government is determined to> lhare the plunder 
with them. Thefe relaxes in calculation in the metropolis 
(where the true equilibrium of the profperity andhappinefs of 
the people centers) are the caufe of every evil we are oppreffed • 
with ; for there are laws and powers inverted in the magiftra- 
cy of London, fufficient to cru(h in their infancy every rifing 
inconvenience on manufactures and provifion, (See Burn's 
Juftice.) But admitting they are deficient, Government is 
at hand to ftrengthen them. Then why make fo many diffi- 
culties, when (by enforcing the united power) the remedy is 
fo eafiiy effected ? But the magiftrates of London, inftead of 
difcharging the duties of the office they folicit to fill, are 
wrangling with each other about their understandings and 
conduct. If theydid their duty folidJy and ufefully, the people 
would foon be generous in their opinion and applaufe. Erro- 
ncoufly chofen, they are weak, impatient, and miferable, with- 
out clamour at their heels wherever they go* 

« 
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It is to the reproach of all government we behold, the works 
of the Almighty in full perfection : the earth brings forth its 
fruits, the air its fowls, the fea its fifhes, they arc, havd been, and 
will be, according to hi6 accuftomed goodnefs^ the fan! e to all 
generations. It is the bafe neglect and fordid machinations of 
man which interrupt their harmony, and fruftratehis benevolent 
provifion for all his creatures. We are bleiTed with no vifita- 
tionof plague, peftilence, murrain* or war ; "the feafons are as 
they were wont to be, and fome thoufands of acres haVe lately 
been made arable, in which feed was never fown before ; but 
to what purpofe, if we fufFer fuch abufe from rapacious men ? 
What becomes of the corn, when it is a well known truth, 
that until thefe feven years laftpaft, this country on an average, 
without that addition of land i la(t mentioned, exported grain 
to other nations, to near yearly the amount of a million and a 
half fterltng ? This was one principal fource of our great 
riches, which is daily diminilhing by the exportation of more 
than half a million annually in fpecie fot the importation' of 
the fame commodity— Speak, ye departed fix-and-thirties and 
feven-and-twenties which revelled in this land — A degenerate 
trade, not known in the memory of man, till within the above- 
mentioned period of time. This proves the fallacy of the o- 
*■ pinion of many, that it is the increafe of national wealth 
which hathraifed the price of things. Add the t^o Aims to- 
gether of what u fed to be drawn hither, and is now fent out, 
;uid we (hall find the amount fourteen millions, which we • 
ought, according to former times, to have circulating more a- 
mong us. Avery necefiary fund to bear a part of the amazing 
inteieft paid annually to foreigners on national debt — A debt 
increafed, as it (lands at this time, more than forty millions 
within the laft fixteen years. I am further ftrengther.ed in 
my afiertion £of the decreafe of wealth in this kingdom from 
my own knowledge, that we fuffer every nation to advance 
the price of their commodities we trade with them for, which . 
naturally drain us. Our exports are abundantly fhort of what 
they were fo lately as ten years ago, both in quantity and pro- 
duce. Thefe circumftances evince riches not to be the 
caufe of the high price of provifion. Vanity and luxury are 
the principal engines which have banifhed the neceflary know- 
ledge of the value of money and things. Great part of the 
appearance of trade in this metropolis being carried on by 
perfons wholly improper for any engagement therein, being 
devoid of every reality confonant thereto, who over-reach, 
under-fell, and buy promifcuoufly, as their artifice can devife, 
and neceflities require—which they deem common to all. — 
Thefe are a people, I apprehend, it very neceffary to lay un- 
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der the band of reftraint for the public good, as they are 
luxurious confumers and defpoilers of inland and foreign 
imports, and of no ufe in export. They may juftly be 
deemed vicious perfons, propagating many bad cuftoms, tra- 
velling with an oftentatious pocket, which fets low cunning 
at work.— But as no law can well reftrain them, it concerns 
4he wealthy dealers, who fettle and uphold them, to be more 
ftri& j and to introduce the cuftom, from time to time, at 
their option, to infpect into the ftate of their proceeding?, 
which would cheque their ufelefs indulgencies.^-In the be- 
ginning it might be attended with fome difficulties : let not 
that difhearten; they cannot do without you, and unlefs they 
"comply, muft return to what they are better adapted to, fer- 
-vants ; rents thereby will be more moderate, and a fairer op- 
portunity given to perfons of merit and talents, that have been 
regularly trained in reality of trade to fettle themfelves; 
whofe diffidence (from a thorough knowledge of the propriety 
of cof.dudt rccjuiiite therein) makes an eftablifhment appear 
too hazardous to attempt among fuch fwarms of adventurers 
who fih the Gazette weekly with proofs of their folly and 
roguery. Example precedes reafon and law. if the nobi- 
lity, with their dignified dames, would make it fafhionable 
among them, to have but three or four difhes at their table, 
the apes of grandeur would readily fall into it; and what- 
ever mode of diet they eftablifhed roi their fervants, their 
imitators would prefcribc inferior for theirs. This circum* 
fiance in a few months might be made furprifingly toincreafe 
• the general flock of provifion, which is the principal thing 
required ; — for clog but the faimer, &c. therewith, and you 
deftroy all their cunning, and break the whole chain.*— Mo- 
ney muft be had to pay rent, taxes> wages, wear and tear of 
uteniib, cloathing, education of children, pocket indigen- 
cies, with many other things, for aJi which flock muft be 
bartered ; befides, if we continue to go on as of late years, 
what would be the confequence if the Almighty in his dif- 
pleafure mould vjfk us with diftemper among the cattle, or 
dearth on our harveft ? both of which we are not ftrangers 
to. Then fhould we be too late convinced, that, like the 
prafshopper, our fummer-fong deilroyed us in the winter. 
The prefcnt fuperfluous co-.fumption approaches near to both 
in effect, though not proof of reality, as there are in Smith- 
field e/ery market-day plenty of fat ftock to kill, and of lean 
•bought to fatten in the environs of London ; but we fee and 
feel it caufes too great a demand and unnatural deefcafe, 
which breaks in upon ftock to be referved for unforcfeeii 
emergencies, and fairly toeftabJiflj what may be called with 
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propriety, Plenty. It was common a few years back to eat 
pfebfgfM fe^venor eight years old, mutton five or fix 5 yo» 
inay r now wear a pair of (hoes out to partake of either — A 
juft alarm ; but the profpecl, with the meads, we have before 
us, to i.11 human forehght. One twelvemonth's prudence 
and right management will re-eftablifh in fafc and ufeful cir- 
culation. The fupinencfs of the legislative power, as well 
as that of the wealthy, at this alarming crifts, is attonifhing; 
but Government feems chiefly intent on the fcramble for the 
loaves and fifhes, notwithftanding infurredion itares them fo 
boldly in the face, nor is it eafy to acquit their humanity: It 
may be too fevare to determine that they are intoxicated in 
degeneracy of vice and pleafure. The army is a happy wea- 
pon in their hands. But view thofe poor fellows at five- pence 
per day, (the eflablifhment of virtuous times) and think 
whether their finews would not revolt at what may be deemed 
their duty, to pull a trigger againft a, ftarving felldw creature t 
actually providing for them.— The cravings of nature muft be 
fupplled, and bodily (trength fupported for ufeful purpofes. 
It is a folly to talk of fobriety and cecouomy among the la- 
bouring body of people; they are born with the fame paflions 
as the rich, though not with the fame means to cultivate and 
indulge them, which makes their enjoyments coarfer: there 
jays all the difference— Let them fpend the little they get as 
they like, without your envy ; they fupport you nobly in vo- 
luptuoufnefs and folly, at the expence of their health and 
ffcrength, through every inclemency you fhudder at. They 
may be confidered as a pattern of virtuous fortitude, by paf- 
fing through life embar raffed with every diificulty and in- 
convenience ; which the rich, when attacked with, by hav- 
■ ing d i fli pated their wealth, rather than enlift under their ban- 
. pers, frequently put an end to with a piftol or halter. And 
whatever conftru&ion a l*zy or weak judgment may put on 
their morals, their number may juftly alarm; for they are 
more than fix million of the eight which are commonly com- 
f monly computed to compofe the inhabitants of this ifle. A- 
mong them are the Militia, and many difbaoded foldiers ; it 
is they who fight and win your battles, and you'll fee further 
on, you make leaders for them.— Roufe then, for it is granted 
there is virtue, humanity, and charity in ufeful. quantity in 
this land r although governed by fafhion; then change but 
the faihion, and they will flow in their pureft ftreams, and 
diffufe the bounties of Heaven in their intended channels. 
As to fervants grumbling, it requires no notice, as they can- 
not cam money to fupport tbemfelves, and are the leaft ufe- 
ful body to community of the human fpecies: difoaifs them 
1* . » » and 
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and pafs them down to labour, they will foon be humble 
cngugh, Attendants you cannot want, as there are many 
thoufands well- bred would gladly ferve for their fubfiftence 
— to fuch a height is diftrcis arrived ! Our reverend fathers 
teach With all true believers the heinoufoefs of the fin of 
murder, and emphatically denounce damnation to the fili- 
cide; but both a^ree, that feir-prefervation is the fuft law of 
nature. Then, O ye rich \ behold rhe havock you are mak- 
ing, and kindle not the wrath of the people, who are daily 
incented at the new inventions for luxury. See, here comes 
another troop* with their families of. innocent vi&ims for 
Haunter, compofed of the inferior clergy, half-pay fea and 
knd oniccrs, office clerks of various denominations, fuperan- 
imated petitioners, worn out in their country's fervice, with 
thoufaods of petty tradefmen breaking daily, and hundreds of 
thousands of different employs ftarving, whofe honeft abili- 
ties cannot procure a fubhltence; all owing to your luxury 
and bavi example, which hath increafed vice and profligacy, 
<3im"mi£hal undeilhmding, extended extortion on the necefla- 
xics of iife, to double. the price on which their falaries, pen- 
fions, profits, and arts, were calculated to — They will cer- 
tainly teach you— the farmer, the grazier, the revelling, illi- 
terate butcher, who pretends to account for that he knows 
nothing of, with the butter and chcefe factor, and diabolical 
gardener, who prays for a failure of crop, that he may have 
lefs labour and more profit, and throws away his plenty to 
keep up the price, with every other thriving dependant on 
vour vices — Arithmetic.*— You may ftart at this picture, but 
it is not exaggerated ; and be thankful that pride hath given 
you time to change your fyftem ; for it is pride* only which 
hath hitherto rcftrained thoufands within the rules of fociety, 
who are.moft capable to redrefs thefe growing impolitic pro- 
ceedings, at the ex pence of their peace of mind, apparel, 
furniture, and every thing they can raife money on. But 
when ail* is gone, defperation follows ; for who can behold 
their wife and children expiring, when the provifion made 
for the lady's lap-dog would prefcrvc them. If the Society 
think me in the.leait capable to promote their endeavours, 
they need but hint it, as I am devoted to the good of man- 
kind. 

THINE and MINE, 

* » 

- 
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To the P R I N T ER. 

SIR, / . Cracecburcb-Jlreet^ April 2j. 

PUFFER me, through the channel of your diffuse 
O publication, to recommend to the mature confideration 
of the committee (for lowering the price of provifions) and 
their conftituents, of how much importance it may prove 
to inveftigate the true caufcs of the late and prefcnt high 
pi kes thereof, in order that the large fums raifed with fo be- 
nevolent and piaiic-worthy intention, may moft efTeclually. 
anfwer the end of affording relief to fuch who moft ftand in 
need thereof which I prefume ftiould be, and is, the aim and 
defign of the moft humane, charitable and beneficent of man- 
kind. To proceed then, if we look back and examine hif* 
tory about 220 years fince, in t;he reign of Henry VIIL 
provifions were only about one eighth, or at moft one fixth 
part of the prcfent prices; and the /variation in the two, 
next fucccedrng rergns does not appear to have been consider- 
able; but in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, of glorious me- 
mory, great and manifold were the complaints of the people 
about the advanced prices and dearnefs of provifions, info- 
much that then, as now, it came under the notice of parlia- 
ment, &c. for redrefs. — And here let the reader paufe and 
confider, that it was during this period, and the proceeding 
and fucceeding parts of that ever memorable reign, that the 
navigation^ and therewith, the trade and commerce of this* 
growing powerful nation was fo remarkably extended at the 
cxpence and lofs of the before famous Hanfe Towns, who, 
previous to that aera, carried on nearly all the trade of Eu- 
rope. It was alfo during this reign that the fettling of Ame- 
rica with plantations from Europe took place, and the mines 
of Peru and Mexico bein-z difcovered, and the riches thereof 
being extracted and transported to Eurbpc, in return for the 
manufactures of this country, at once greitly extended our 
manufactures, and enriched the nation alfo, with gold and 
filver. The con feq uen ce was inevitable: as ambition is a 
frequent concomitant of wealth, and oft the prompting caufe, 
fa is the prevalence of ambition* and Wealth too frequently 
the cauie of luxury ; and hence the advanced prices and dear- 
nefs of provifions, fo heavily complained of in that reign. 
So alfo in the fucceeding reiuns, in which trade and com- 
merce has fJourilhed to the enriching the nation ; provifions 
"have conftantly increafed in value, as well as alfo the value 
©f eft ate s, which pretty generally will be found to bear fome 
considerable analogy in proportion j and now to bring the, 
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confederation of the fame operating caufe home to the preferrf 
age, let us only look back to what was the cafe only twelve 
or fifteen years ago during the war, provifions were then a-* 
bundantly lower than at prefent; but as foon as peace was 
eftabli filed, great numbers of foreigners came over to fee 
after their new efiates, in our accumulated frocks or funds, 
which filled the town, &c. with multitudes of Grangers, and 
with the difbanded officers, troops and Tailors, fo concurred 
to fill the town, that provifions were temporarily affected 
thereby, and rents much increafed. But what hasmoft con- 
tributed to the continuance and increafe of the deafnefs of 
provifions, and high rents, is the fame fort of caufe which 
produced fimilar eirects in the reign before-mentioned, viz* 
increafe of riches, either real or imaginary: for let it be con- 
fidered that although our transferable (locks are, with few 
exceptions, what may be, not unfitly called, ideal or fictitious 
wealth, yet like a paper currency, while public credit re- 
mains inviolate, anfwers to the proprietors nearly the end of 
real fubftantial wealth, in regard of his capacity, to expend, 
or indulge in luxury, and in confequence of about 70 milli- 
ons of this newly created additional ideal Wealth, attended 
with an increafe of annual annuities and. dividends, to the 
amount of more than two millions a year, fo impowering 
the people (an allowance for foreigners holding in our funds 
excepted) to expend two millions in a year more than they 
could without it, in confequence thereof, and of our many 
new acquired plantations and fettlements in America, foon 
after the peace took place, provifions and eftates increafed in 
value, and fo continued ; and became a few years after, viz. 
in the year 1766, further increafed, by our very lucrative 
acquifttions in the Eaft Indies, which whatever mifconduct 
may have lately arifen, did, for a time, caufe an influx of 
riches, to the amount of near two millions a year more, 
much of which being laid out in purchaflng eftates at fuch 
prices as the Nabobs, &c. could get them at, with wealth 
eafijy acquired in hafte, and thus as haflily laid out in pur- 
chafes. This raifed the value of lands, of courfe, the 
rents of lands, and, in confequence of this, the far- 
mer neceffarily raifing the price of his lean cattle, and the 
price of pafturage advancing with the lands and rents, the 
ox or (beep, &c. muft necefTarily fell for more than before* 
to make it anfwer to rear them ; fo is it all, or moftly, thro' 
a concatenation of caufes, found to be arifing from the iVr- 
creafe of wealth, real and imaginary j other more minute 
cauies may, and do, co-operate, fuch as inclofing commons, 
engrpfling farms, unneceffary falcfmcn, and carcafe butch- 
ers, 
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ers, &c. But I affirm, the principal caufe is, the increafe of 
real or ideal wealth* creating a capacity to expend larger Aims, 
and confequently to indulge in luxury more than before; and 
if public credit was to fail generally, in refpect of the ftocks, 

(which Heaven avert, and I think will fcarce happen, but 
rom the woeful misfortune of an urifuccefsfuj war, and 
which I would willingly hope at a great diftance) It would 
do much more towards making provifions cheap again, thafc 
all the efforts now making, or that can otherwise be made ; 
and therefore of two evils let lis be content to acquiefce in 
the leaft, faving always the neceflary laudable endeavours to 
relieve the indigent, labouring, or manufacturing poor* who, 
I prefume, to be the fittejl objecls for the attention and bene- 
volence of the praife- worthy Subscribers and their Commit- 
tee. I would therefore recommend* in lieu 6f an ineffectual 
attempt to lower the price of provifions in genera], which 
would be (if effectual) of advantage t6 the rich and poor 
indiscriminately, that the provifions, when purchafed, may 
te given away, or fold at half price* to fuch poof manufac- 
turing or labouring people who have large families* and who 
arc the people who fuffer molt, and want molt relief on ac- 
count of the dearnefs of provifahiy and it Should be given in 
proportion to the numbers, infancy, and other incapacities 
of ftfch families, of which the matter manufacturer and 
Workmen will probably be found competent judges on pro* 
per enquiry; and thofe poor, who, being in health, and hav- 
ing work, have no families, Will npt heea help, fince the price) 
of provifions will keep therti to their work another day or 
two in the week, which they might otherwife fpend at the 
alehoufe, &c. to the prejudice of the manufactures and their 
matters, of their own health and morals. 

AMORPATRLR 



A Sketch of d Plan for making d General Provifion for the Poor 

in England and Wales. 

IN the ttrft place every county fhould have a workhoufe* 
where all beggars fhould be compelled to refide. Thofe 
who are able to work fhould be obliged to it, and thofe who 
are not able fhould be maintained in a decent manner, but 
hone fhoiild be allowed to begin public on any Confideration 
whatever.— A commiffioner for the poor fhould be appointed 
for every county, and a fteward or truttee for every parifh; 
a lilt of the poor of each parifh fhould be carefully taken at 
Vol. X« D d d Hated 
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dated times, attefted by the parfon, and regularly tranfmit- 
tcd to the commifiioncr who fliould refide in the county 
town, which comrniilioner fhould tranfmit an exact lift at 
flated times, alio of all the poor in his diitricl, to the com- 
miffioner general, who fhould refide in London. To this 
perfon all the poors rates in England &c. fhould be punctually 
remitted bnce a year or oftener; erery houfekeeper who is 
unable to work fhould have a weekly allowance of is. 6d. in 
'the country; but if in London 3s. od. per week. The com- 
miflioner of every county fhould draw on the comrniilioner 
general every month for his di Uriel, which he fhould tranf- 
mit to the fte wards of the different parifhes of the county 
' where he refutes, to be diftributed to the different claimants, 
as agreed upon. There are fifty-two counties in England 
and Wales, which I fhall fuppofe contain 60,000 objects of 
charity, which isfomething more than 1 150 to each county; 
which on an average, at the rate of 3s. each perfon per 
week, amounts to 4685000!. per ann. and allowing 32,000k 
forexpences m building workhoufes and falaries to the fuper- 
intendan ts, which I fhould imagine would be much more than 
fufEcient, according to this calculation theexpence of main- 
taining the poor in England, and Wales, would amount 
exactly to 500,0001. It has been commonly fuppofed, that 
the money collected for the poor in England alone is at leaft 
a million per ann. And after all it does not prevent a multi- 
tude of beggars, who fwarm every where one goes, to the 
difgrace of the police of this humane country. I know 
every fcheme hitherto offered the public on this knotty 
fubject has been greatly defective in point of merit, a fubject 
that has baffled the pens of many eminent men : it is there- 
fore perhaps preemption in me to attempt it; but my love of 
humanity has notwithstanding prevailed on me to lay this 
Sketch before the public, which I do with the more confi- 
dence, as I was the firft who about eighteen months ago 
gave the hint for erecting a coal magazine, which Sir 
Charles Whitworth, with fo much honour and advantage to 
himfelf, had the merit many months afterwards of bring- 
ing to a trial; nor am I altogether without hope, but this 
'fcheme may alfo meet with the approbation of fome me- 
ritorious perfon, who might fall on ways and means of put- 
ting it in execution. But as my calculation refpecting the 
number of the poor, &c. is altogether conjeaure, all that I 
contend for, is the mode of proceeding in the management 
of them, l)y which method I am inclined to be of opinion, 
that the public would perhaps fave little lefs than one half 
of what they pay at prefent towards fupporting the poor. * 

. Thus 
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Thus have f endeavoured to fhew the Outlines of a fcheme 
of providing for the poor, where every objection I flatter my- 
felf is obviated, and every irtconvenlency removed, and if it 
were once fet on foot, f Would not doubt of its giving wiiver- 
fal fatisfaclion to all parties. ■ 

m Cafe ^/^"/^Ai^r Y^ ^A.V QY. V 

- - ✓ *J H I . . . 

T&HE cafe of the perfecuted ana^artytrarHy opprefled inha- 
^rhijtaats of the Savoy, M ftgfted in certain queries in the 
publiopapcrs^. produces tbVe ulterior remarks in a fpirit of 
ju it ice to Cher& \ 

Tflhe original foundation of the Nullum Tempus tenet in 
the Jaw was a moftjuftonc. The public oontyitutes an im- 
mortal hody ; and the crown lands oeing held appropriated 
to enable the Sovereign lor the time, being to ferve his ofEce 
of King forthe benefit or the public, it was yery confequen- 
tjalthat fuch lands ihould be unalienable. This tenure was 
fbiclly feudal, id. eft. a tenure of pay. 
^ But in Charles the Second's time, when the feudal tenures 
were abolifhed, and an ample provifion fupplemen tally made 
for the maintenance of the Royal , office, the refearch of crown 
property Aackened, which in fome in fiances had fallen into the 
hands ot the actual poffeJTors in the ftile and manner of dfcreli&s. 
The acl of parliament however lately pafled on occaGon of 
that iniquitous temporary attack on the Duke of Portland has 
helped to tranquilize feveral of the powerful and great againft 
future oioleftation on the Nullum Tempus law. With what 
colour then of equity, of humanity, of regard for common de- 
cency, the poor inhabitants of the Savoy could be fpecifically 
excepted* is left to the candid public to determine. 

But in what a light of horrid and ihamelefs pppreflivenefs 
will not this attack on the property of the poor hou (holders 
of the Savoy appear, when it fljall be known that while the 
crown lawyers affecl: to treat them as usurpers, invaders, and 
wrongful poheflbrs of the crown property in the premifes, the 
itiiniflers and officers of the crown are thetnfelves manifeftly 
guilty of that very ufurpation which they want to fix upon 
the houflioMcra in the Savoy. 

Nothing is more certain than that the Duchy of Lancaftcr 
is no more crown land than the Electorate of Hanover^ not- 
withftanding their concentering imhe &rne perfpn.* The te- 
nures arc eilentially different j and both the law and the ftate 

D d d a confidcr 
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confider and treat them as fuch. They are under different 
orders, regulation and government with great propriety, ilnce 
the tenures of the crown and the ducby are in their. nature 
abfolutely diftinct objects. The one originally public pro* 
perty, the other accidentally private ; and iurely in quality of 
a (bbject title liable to all equality witb that of other fubjeefcs 
of the realm in common ; and the plea of prefcription is as 
valid again ft the Duke of Lancafter, oragainlt thofc that pre- 
* tend to bold from him or his bequeft, as againft any other 
peer or commoner of the kingdom. No ftream rifes higher 
than its fpring. A duchy cannot be a royalty, nor entitled to 
the prerogatives of the crown. 

There is much more yet. There had been an hofpital 
founded in the Savoy, of which the fupport -bad ariien from 
the revenues of the precin£r. That hofpital had fuffered dif- 
folution by the neglect of the adminiftrators or officers of t^ie 
Chancery of the Duchy j and the fervice d'ie thereon being no 
longer performed, the premifes, very likely through this neg- 
led and dereliction which begot a kind of implicit forfeiture* 
remained unchallenged and unmolefted in the hands of the in- 
nocent tenants of that time above fourfcore years ago, who at 
the worft were guilty of no other wrong than keeping a pofr 
feffion which nobody dii'puted with them ; and of which, what 
titles they had, or whether they had any other at «11 in actual 
pofTeffion, the law rcfufes to take any notice after a certain 
term of years that form the prefcription between fubjec~r. and 
fubject, between the prefent pofleflbrs of houfes in the Savoy, 
and the Duke of Lancafter or his heirs. 

It has been precedently faid that the Crown has been in 
this cafe guilty of the very ufurpation which it falfely re- 
proaches to the houfbolders of the Savoy. Nothing is more 
true : The barracks, the prifon, &c. are all illegal incroaeh- 
mcnts on the Duchy of Lancafter ; and now to give fome 
colour of law to that incroachment, they want to obtain an ad 
from their known majority in parliament for changing the 
names of the different tenures, and for giving the appellation 
of Crown J-»ands to premifes that never belonged, uolek by 

ufur-r 

* •• r " " 11 " i ■ i i ,, t ■ i i. .11. , 

* That fuch diftin&ions of feudal tenure of land is no new 
do&rine, no temporarily imagined plea, will appear from this 
plain fa&, that kings of France have, under lower titles in 
quality of vaflals to their own fubjeds, done homage to them 
for certain lands. Different tenures conftitute different rights. 
The King, as King holds from the people, as the Duke of 
Lancafter from a private fubjed, and nothing more. Tfe«fo 
tights are not to be confounded. 
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tifurpatlon, to the Crown, and were raoft tinqueft ion ably n* 
r'iginally part of the Duchy. 

They have done more. They have compelled or received 
rents from fome of the intimidated houfholders of the Savoy 
in the name of the Crown ; which, as if they had been fenfibJc 
of the illegality and indefenfiblenefs of the extortion, were 
prefumably never paid ipto the Exchequer, at lead its books 
ought not to have made entries of them, fince the recovery 
of fuch rents never belonged to it, at leafl in the firft in- 
flance. 

In the mean while they have made themfelves fo fure of 
carrying their point of cruftjing the poor inhabitants of the 
Savoy by an iniquitous judgment, that their officers have been 
feen with their inftruments of admeafutetnent marking out 
their unhappy victims, which is no wonder in times that nor 
equity, nor honour, nor the laws, nor the due protection of 
parliament, can defend the fubjeft againft any violences of a 
power armed with tne terrors of a dead majority, and of a ft* 
<al influence over fuch numbers of the fervile and corrupted. 

■ 

To the PRINTER, 

SIR, 

THE papers have for a long time paft been filled with dif- 
putes concerning the laws of England as they now ftandj 
fome writers have aflerted that they are very deficient, whilft 
others have with equal pofitivenefs affirmed, that they ate the 
compleateft body of laws that any country can produce, I 
have with great attention perufed the letters of the advocates 
on both fides of thequeftion, and though I mufl confefs that 
a great deal of learning is in them, yet I think the authors of 
them have entirely mi ftaken the queftion, which in my opinion 
is not, whether the prefent laws are good or bad, but whether 
the mrniftcrs who are to fee that the laws are put in execution 
without prejudice or partiality, have fenfe and courage to fo 
that punifliment is paflcd upon the guilty, without regard to 
the quality or importance of the criminal, ft feldom or never 
happens that laws are bad in themfelves, but become fo either 
through the wickedhefs or- weaknefs of the governors of a ni- 
.ttott : ' did they poffefs that good fenfe and goodnefs of heart 
which the original law makers intended every man fiiould be 
matter of who fhould be fetover a people to be their ruler, no 
laws exirV of which they need complain. I fhsll therefore not 
*n<}ujre jnto the perfection or defe# of our laws, but of oir 
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minifters. If matters go wrong in a ftate, thofe who have the 
management thereof mult he to blame, and ought to he an- 
fwerabie for their bad conduct as the jaw of their country di- 
rects. Firft, let us make it our buiinefs to learn whether the 
body of people at large are duTatisfied : and if fo, fecondly, 
the caufe of their uneafmtfs. That they are diiTatisfied, a- 
bundantly appears from the mod folemn teltimonies they have 
repeatedly made againft the preient rulers, in every mode that 
the laws would authorize - y and fo publickly have they com- 
plained and (hewn their difapprobation and refentment of the 
injuries and infults offered to them, that no perfon in the 
country can be a ftranger to their abhorrence of the minuter* 
now in power. The caufe therefore of their diflike remains 
only to be confidered. Indeed I have often been fur prized at 
the narrownefs of the reafoning of thofe men who afcrtbed 
the ferments of the nation, which happened foon after the. 
acceflion of his prefent Majefty, to Mr. Wilkes, as if it were 
poilible for one man (and pray, reader, mark whom) to rouze 
the refentment of a whole nation and its colonies. Ridku- 
lous fuppofition ! it is not* in the power Of ten thoufaud 
Wilkes's to make England ungrateful or difobedient, without 
fu Hie ient caufe. We mud not date the beginning of the nation's 
diftruft fo far only as three or four years back, for it origin- 
-a ted much earlier, within three months after the death of the 
late good old king. The people were fatisfied and united till 
their old and faithful governors were difcharged and infulted, 
under whofe able adminiftration their armies were victorious 
abroad, and their liberties preferved at home ; in their Itead , 
a fet of ignorant fycophants introduced, without ability to di- 
rect, or inclination to behoneft. It were needlefs to mention 
what minifters were difmified, or by whom they were fucceed- 
ed ; I mean only to warn my countrymen again ft the fophiftry 
of afcribing the popular difcontent to any defect in the laws, 
or to the influence of any one man, or of its being a blaze 
produced on a fudden. The conduct of my countrymen has 
been grateful, Yenfxbie, and fpirited ; and I hope to fee the 
vengeance of this nation burft forth with irrcfiftible fury on the 
heads of thofe wretches, whofe hcllifti cabals have loaded us 
with fo much ignominy, and brought on us fuch infupport- 
able misfortunes. ; 

BRUTU Sv, 
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he Bill • for the better regulation of the Eaft-India Compa- 
' ny's Affairs being brought in by Sir George Col ebrooke, and 
Mr. Sullivan; and the Speaker having put the Queltion 
-■"•vf. ^ther be fliould leave the Chair, Mr* Cornewall faid f 

t 1 ^ Speaker, 

"AViNG all along difapproved of the prefent bill, both 
oiv account of the matter, and the manner in which it 
was Introduced, and having been, lately appointed one .of the 
felect committee for enquiring into the ftate of the Eaft-India 
Company, I cannot now help entering my proteft againft 
your leaving the chair* I have. attended that committee more 
clofely than moft other gentlemen: and from what I can fee 
the courfe of tjieir enquiry will furnifli this houfe with very 
material lights. But then it will be- impoflible for them this 
feflion to go through a twentieth part of the tafk impofed up* 
on them. Will you then, when it is impoflible for you to come 
- at nineteen parts in twenty of the neceflary information, pro* 
Ceed to eftablifh a fyftem of permanent laws and regulations 
• at Bengal ? Confult your journals ; you will never be able 
to find a fmgle example of proceeding thus ex parte. Coniider 
that this a& is not intended for a temporary expedient, but for 
a lading, if not a perpetual charter. I ,do not mean to tell 
tales out of fchool : but I will venture to promife that the re- 
port of the fele& committee will contain matter very proper 
for your confederation on this occafion. Drop then the idea 
of pa fling an ac*t, while a. committee of your own ^oufe iks 
deliberating upon tke fubjedt, and finds matter growing upon 
their hands to fuch a degree, that it will be impoffible for 
them to come to afinalconclufion before the end of the next 
feffion of parliament. This idea it was that induced them to 
propofe to the houfe the erection of a court confifting of a few 
perfons for the fpecsal purpofe of enquiring into the fbte 
of Eaft- India affairs, and of having a report ready for the 
houfe after the recefs. Since my plan did not take place, I 
' befeechr you to wait -the iffue of your own* The prtfent bjll 
lias' not come into the houfe in the regular and ufual manner. 
<^We are not properly informed whether it does or does not 
•eome from the proprietors.. I fit does, why did they not ap- 
ply by petition, and prove the allegations contained in it at 
your bar ? We fhould thus have fomething firm and foltd to 
grafp, nota mere ihadow, which nobody will avow. We are 
going to redrefs grievances, whofe exiftencc has not been af- 
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certained in a judicial and parliamentary manner. Not & 
fcngle Witnefs has been examined at your bar. 

Had this plan been purfued, it would, I believe, have ap- 
peared, that the prefent complaints concerning the mal ad- 
miniftration of juftice in Bengal, arife from the charter Rant- 
ed to the Company about twenty years ago. I a/ T pretty 
well informed, that before that period there were f* , or no 
complaints, and few or no reafons to complain, bi t fuch as 
will happen in the beft governed countries. The old charter 
Was found to anfwer very well all the purpofes of the fetrfe- 
ment. Would it not be worth while, before we enter upon 
new regulations, to enquire whether the restoration of the 
old n:ight not effect every good purpofe intended by this new 
court of juftice. For theie and various other reafons* which 
will naturally occur to every gentleman, an4, which for. fear 
of exhaufting the patience of the Houie I omit, I mult, tho' 
I ihould be tingle in the motion, oppofe your leaving the 
chair. 

Mr. Townfcnd faid^ that the honourable gentleman need- 
ed not,to be afraid of being fingle in fupporting <b reafonable 
a proposition ; that not only for the reafons already urged he 
tnuft fecond him* -bnt like wife for this, that he had never 
heard any argument for proceeding in the affair without the 
lights expected from the committee, but one, to wit, that w* 
•m'gbt upon the genera] principles of reafon and policy frame 
a fy$em of laws a priori for any country, and therefore for 
Bengal ; that this doctrine appeared to him as abfurd as if any 
one ihould infift that, becaufe a taylor had a general idea of 
making a coat, he would be able to fit his particular perfon 
without having feen or ever meafured him* 

Richard Whitworth faid that, if this motion fucceeded, 
fifteen millions of people would remain two years without 
r any relief from the intolerable grievances, under which they 
ttow laboured j that therefore he was for going into the com- 
mittee, and for rejecting what was improper, and amending 
what admitted of amendment ; that though they had not 
taken exact meafure of the people of Bengal, and therefore 
could not exactly fit them with coats, yet, as they were ab- 
(blutely naked, it was but charity to lend them a few rags to 
cover their nakednefs$ that, if the honourable gentleman 
,\vho introduced the ftory of the taylor, were in their fitaa- 
tion : that is, without any coat at all, he would be plad of. a 
blanket or rug to cover him from the inclemency of the fea* 
ions, from the rapacity of the Company's fervants. 

Upon a divifion, Mr. Cornwall's motion mifcarriedj and 

the fioufe went into the propofed committee. 

» . • . • 

[An Account of the Debate incur next*\ 
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